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WEST PALM BEACH — Susie Wiles, The People Who Know Her Best Believe, Is A Force 
More Sensed Than Seen.  Her Influence On Political Events, To Many Who Know What 
They’re Watching, Is As Obvious As It Is Invisible.  The Prints Leave Not So Much As A 

Smudge.  It’s A Shock When She Shows Up In Pictures.  Even Then It Is Almost Always In 
The Background.  She Speaks On The Record Hardly Ever, And She Speaks About Herself 

Even Less.  Last Month, Though, On The Afternoon Of The Day Of The Republican 
Primary In Florida, Here Wiles Was — Sitting Outside A Starbucks, At A Table With An 

Umbrella She Picked For Protection From The Glare, Wearing Sensible Flats And A 
Cream-Colored Top And The Sunglasses She Likes With Lenses Like Mirrors, Not Far 

From The Campaign Headquarters Of Donald J Trump.

Wiles Is Not Just One Of Trump’s Senior Advisers.  She’s His Most Important Adviser.  
She’s His De Facto Campaign Manager.  She Has Been In Essence His Chief Of Staff For 

The Last More Than Three Years.  She’s One Of The Reasons Trump Is The GOP’s 
Presumptive Nominee And Ron DeSantis Is Not.  She’s One Of The Reasons Trump’s 

Current Operation Has Been Getting Credit For Being More Professional Than Its 
Fractious, Seat-Of-The-Pants Antecedents.  And She’s A Leading Reason Trump Has 



Every Chance To Get Elected Again — EVEN AFTER HIS LOSS OF 2020, THE 
INSURRECTION OF 2021, HIS PARTY’S DEFEATS IN THE MIDTERMS OF 2022, THE 

CRIMINAL INDICTMENTS OF 2023 AND THE TRAIL (OR TRIALS) OF 2024.  The 
Former President Is Potentially A Future President.  And That’s Because Of Him.  But It’s 
Also Because Of Her.  But It’s Also Because Of Him.  Trump, Of Course, Is Trump — He 
Can Be Irritable, He Can Be Impulsive — And This Campaign Is Facing Unprecedented 
Stressors And Snags.  It’s A Long Six-Plus Months Till Election Day.  For Now, Though, 

Nobody Around Him Has Been So Influential For So Long.

“There Is Nobody, I Think, That Has The Wealth Of Information That She Does.  Nobody 
In Our Orbit.  Nobody,” Top Trump Pollster Tony Fabrizio Told Me.  “She Touches 

Everything.”

“Certainly,” Said Former Florida Republican Rep. Carlos Curbelo, “She’s One Of The 
Most Consequential People In American Politics Right Now.”

“And Nobody,” Said Veteran Florida Lobbyist Ronnie Book, “Even Knows Who She Is.”

She’s A Mother.  She’s A Grandmother — She Turns 67 Next Month.  She’s Worked In 
Politics For More Than 40 Years — For Presidents, For Mayors, For Governors, For 

Members Of Congress.  She’s A Soft-Spoken Episcopalian.  SHE’S A SELF-DESCRIBED 
M-O-D-E-R-A-T-E.  Over The Last Few Months, I’ve Talked About Wiles With More Than 
100 People, People Who Have Worked With Her, Around Her, For Her And Against Her, 
And There Is A Surprisingly Bipartisan Consensus: She’s Good At What She Does.  She’s 



A Savvy Operator, A Capable Manager, A Spotter And Cultivator Of Up-And-Coming 
Talent, A Maker And Keeper Of Relationships With Reporters, And A Sly, Subtle Shaper 
Of Stories That Help Frame The Political Currents That Can Determine The Difference 

Between A Win And A Loss.  She’s Helmed Signature Statewide Campaigns In 2010, 2016, 
2018 And 2020 — Rick Scott, Trump, DeSantis, Trump Again — All Of Which Could Have 

Been Defeats But Were Not.  “She Was Already The Most Successful, Well-Respected 
Republican Operative In Florida By A Long Mile, And She’s Now Cementing That Brand,” 

Said Ashley Walker, A Democratic Who Twice Ran Barack Obama’s Florida Campaigns 
And Has Worked In Lobbying With Wiles.  “She Is,” Said Joe Gruters, A Former Chair Of 

The Florida Republican Party, Current State Senator And Longtime Trump Ally, “The 
Most Valuable Political Adviser In The Country.

But Coursing, Too, Through My Conversations Were Not Just Questions I Had For These 
Scores Of People, But Questions These People Had For Me — Earnest Inquiries From 

Types Who Are Perhaps Not So Accustomed To Such Doubt.  Why Is She Working For 
Him?  And Why Does It Seem To Be Working So Well?  Republicans And Democrats Alike 
Who Know Her And Respect Her And Respect Her Work — They Struggle To Explain It.  

People Who Have Considered Themselves Confidants And Friends — They Talk And 
They Text, Not So Much With Her As With Each Other, Perplexed.  In Her Usually Calm 
Disposition, In What Most Of Them Consider Her General Good Sense, Some Of Them 

Find Some Small Solace — Al Least He, They Say, Is Listening To Her.  For Others, 
Though, It’s Placid Mien And Level Head That’s In Some Sense Precisely The Source Of 
The Confusion.  Liberals And Even Anti-Trump Conservatives Sketch Analogies To The 

Most Odious Authoritarians And See Wiles Therefore By Extension As The Kind Of 



Associate Who’s Smart Enough And Sane Enough To Know Better — And Without Whom 
Any Would-Be Dictator Would Be Unable To Get Or Wield Such Potentially Destructive 

Power.  They See Her As An Accomplice.    

Birds Chirped On The Starbucks Patio.  Wiles Sipped Her Single-Splenda Latte.  She Was 
On Her Way To Mar-a-Lago To Mark Another Victory In A State Which She Had Delivered 
Big For Her Boss Before.  Wiles Is No Trump Puppeteer, But His Successes, Which Are In 
No Small Measure Also Successes Of Hers, Have Engendered A Level Of Condemnation 
And Even Just Befuddlement That Almost Demands The Kind Of Public Accounting And 
Self-Reflection In Which She’s Never Engaged.  Wiles, After All, Used To Work And Work 

Hard For Republicans Who Say They’ve Never Voted For Trump And Never Will.

“Yes, I Come From A Very Traditional Background,” She Told Me.  “In My Early Career 
Things Like Manners Mattered And There Was An Expected Level Of Decorum.  And So I 

Get It That The GOP Of Today Is Different.  There Are Changes We Must Live With In 
Order To Get Done The Things We’re Trying To Do.  I Haven’t, And Likely Won’t Fully 

Adapt.  I Don’t Curse. I’m Polite.  It’s Not Who I Am.  But People Either Know That I’m A 
Solid Person, And I Hope Many Do, Or THEY DON’T AND JUDGE ME BY MY WORK 
FOR PRESIDENT TRUMP.  I Don’t Always Know Which Way People Will Come At It …

I Told Her At Least Some People Come At It By Likening Her To History’s Most Notorious 
Aiders And Abettors Of Totalitarian Leaders.  “What Should You Tell Them,” I Said, “Or 

Should You Tell Them Anything?”



“I WOULD TURN MY BACK AND WALK AWAY.  I WOULDN’T ANSWER IT.  
BECAUSE IT’SVILE.  IT DOESN’T DESERVE A RESPONSE.  THEY DON’T KNOW 
THE INNER WORKINGS OF TRUMP WORLD.  THEY DON’T KNOW.  AND SO 

THEY DON’T HAVE A RIGHT TO JUDGE IN THAT WAY, IN MY OPINION , AND 
I’M NOT GOING TO DIGNIFY IT.  I’M NOT,” SHE SAID.

“PEOPLE THAT WOULD SAY SOMETHING LIKE THAT, THEY DON’T KNOW ME.  
OR IF THEY THINK THEY DO, THEY DON’T,” SHE SAID.  “THEY DON’T KNOW 

WHY I DO IT.  THEY DON’T ASK, ‘WHY DO YOU DO THIS?’”

“WHY DO YOU DO THIS?” I ASKED.

SHE WANTED TO BE NEEDED.

She Worked In The 1990s And 2000s For A Pair Of Two-Term, Generally Centrist Mayors 
Of Jacksonville — First John Delaney, Then John Payton.  She Was By Then Certainly No 
Novice.  She’d Been On Capitol Hill As An Entry-Level Staffer For Jack Kemp, On The 

Campaign And In The White House As A Scheduler For Ronald Reagan, And In Northeast 
Florida As The District Director For Congressmember Tillie Fowler — After She’d Gotten 
Married To Reagan Advance Man Lanny Wiles And They’d Moved South To Ponte Vedra 
Beach.  She Was Delaney’s Director Of Communications And Intergovernmental Affairs, 
Then His Deputy Chief Of Staff, Then His Chief Of Staff — The City’s Very First Female 
Chief Of Staff.  Delaney At The Time Called Her “Essential To What We Are Doing.”  He 

Described Her As “A Soulmate.”  Peyton, For His Part, Hired Her As His Chief Of Special 



Initiatives And Communications — Even After She Worked For An Opponent Of His In 
The Primary.  It Was A Sign Of Respect, But Something Like Unease As Well — It Was 

Safer, He Decided, To Have Her Inside And Not Outside City Hall, Working For Him And 
Not Against Him.  

Jacksonville Can Feel Like A Small Southern Town, But It Has A Big, Consolidated 
Government With A Sprawling City Council And A Complicated Mix Of Interests, And 

Wiles Was At The Forefront Of Building And Selling Many Of The Mayors’ Most 
Important Endeavors — A $2.2-Billion And Tax-Raising Infrastructure-Improvement 

Project For Delaney, Early Education And Anti-Crime Efforts For Payton, Land 
Preservation And River Restoration For Both.  “I’ve Described Her As A Political Savant, 

Just Otherworldly Sort Of Political Instincts,” Delaney Told Me.  “She Led Our Most 
Defining Public Policy Initiatives,” Peyton Told Me.  “Susie Is A Brilliant Tactician, An 
Enabler, Who Helps Her Boss To Set And Achieve Their Priorities,” Steve Diebenow, A 
Peyton Chief Of Staff, Told Me.  Sam Mousa, A Top Adviser For A Series Of Mayors In 
Jacksonville, Called Wiles “The Most Intelligent Person I’ve Ever Worked With,” And 

“The Best I’d Ever Seen At Strategy, Planning And Execution.”

Her Most Interesting, Most Revealing Work, Though, In The Recollection Of Many Who 
Worked With Her, Was Not What She Did As A Public Face.  It Was What She Did Or 

What They Thought She Did Behind The Scenes.  She Sought To Make Herself 
Indispensable.  She Tried To Be Indispensable.  She Tried To Be Indispensable To The 

Mayors, They Believed, By Being Not Just Good At The Nuts And Bolts Of Her Job But 
Also By Trying To Make Herself Indispensable To Others.  Lawyers, Lobbyists, Local And 



Even Washington Movers And Shakers — “She Had Relationships On A Much Larger 
Network Than John Would’ve Had,” Said Paul Harden, One Such Lawyer And Lobbyist 
And A Prominent Pal To Delaney.  “Her Tentacles Were Everywhere,” Said Mike Miller, A 

Local Talk Radio Host At The Time.

She Made Herself Indispensable To The Mayors By Making Herself Indispensable To The 
Press.  “She Was Absolutely One Of My Best Sources,” Said Mike Tolbert, Who Put 

Together A Faxed Jacksonville Politics Newsletter Called Inside Source.  “She Was My 
Main Conduit,” Said Tom Nord, Who Was On The City Hall Beat For The Florida Times-

Union In The Early Delaney Days.  “She Always Had Information That I Needed, And She 
Would Share Sometimes Things That She Probably Shouldn’t Have Shared, Because She 

Knows That’s How To Draw You In,” Said Former Times-Union Columnist Ron Littlepage.  
It Was Not Beyond Her,” Added Tolbert, To Tell Me Information About Some Of The 

People Around Her.  She Was Such A Good Source, He Said, He Once Brought Back For 
Her From A Vacation A Gift Of A Waterford Crystal Elephant Figurine.  “The Reporters,” 

Delaney Told Me, Many, I Think, Would Kind Of Consider A Friend.”

At The Outset Of The Delaney Administration, She Had Positioned Herself As Its Voice.  
Department Heads, For Instance, Weren’t Supposed To Talk To Reporters — Reporters 
Had To “Direct That Call To Me,” She Said At The Time.  “Staying ‘On Message,’” She 
Told A Times-Union Reporter, “Is Critically Important.”  But Some Of Her Colleagues 

Came To Think It Was More Than That.  The Wiles M.O. — Some Started To See It During 
The Delaney Administration, And More Started To See It When Payton Was Mayor — Was 
And Remains Hard For These People To Describe.  It’s Even Harder For These People To



Prove.  It Wasn’t Something They Could Track Or Touch.  It Was Just Something They 
Started To Feel.  She Wasn’t Simply Controlling The Message.  She Was Consolidating 

Power.

Wiles Is Easy To Talk To.  She Has A Nonthreatening And Accessible Air.  She Tells People 
Things, And People Tell Her Things, Too.  The Leveraging Of Relationships And 

Information Is Of Course Not Something Only Wiles Does — On The Contrary — But 
Some Who Worked Around Her In Jacksonville Came To Consider An Unusually Clever 
And Committed Plier Of The Craft.  Information Was Power.  Power To Help.  Or Power 
To Hurt.  With Information, She Could Solve Problems, And She Could Cause Problems, 
And She Even, People Who Watched And Worked With Wiles Began To Suspect, Could 

Try To Cause Problems She Could Then Solve — Little Fires She Could Start And Then Let 
Burn Or Put Out.

She Leaked, They Thought, In An Effort To Be Both Of Singular ValueTo The Principal 
And Also To The Press.  It’s Tempting To Cite Specific Examples, But The Couldn’t Prove 

It Was Her With Absolute Certainty Then, And They Still Count Now, And So Neither Can 
I — But Something Popped Up In The Pages Of The Press, And Who But Her Could Have 
Known?  What Is Definite, Though, Is That People Thought She Was Doing This — First A 

Few People, Then More People, And Across Administrations.  And Sometimes She Was 
Not Lurking Between The Lines But Right Smack In The Text — Defending The Mayor By 
Dinging A Fellow High-Level Staffer.  “This Is Sam Mousa Start To Finish,” Wiles Told A 

Reporter For The Area Alt-Weekly For A Story In 1997 About A Behind-Schedule And 
Over-Budget — Mousa, The Aide Who Considered Her The “Best” And “Most Intelligent”



Colleague He’d Ever Worked With.  “Something Clearly Went Very Wrong Here,” Wiles 
Told The Reporter At The Time.  (“I Took Those From Susie As Deflecting Away From 

John,” Mousa Told Me.  “I Don’t Hold Any Grudges.”

Her Engine, People Who Worked Closely Came To Believe, Wasn’t Ideology.  It Wasn’t 
Even Necessarily Strategy.  It Was Psychology.

“She Can’t Help It,” One Person Who Worked With Her At The Time In City Hall Told Me 
On The Condition Of Anonymity On Account Of The Power Wiles Has Now And The 

Even Greater Power She Might Have If Trump Wins Later This Year.

“It’s Not A Desire.  It’s A Need,” Said Another Person Who Agreed To Talk To Me On The 
Same Terms And For The Same Reasons — A “Need To Be Needed,”As This Person Put It, 

A Need To Be “The Most Important Person To The Most Important Person.”

She Was The Chief Of Staff For Delaney For Three Years — From November 1997 To 
November 2000.  And Then She Wasn’t.  “To Be Able To Do The Job Effectively, The Mayor 

And Chief Of Staff Have To Have Complete Trust In Each Other, And We Have That 
Trust,” Her Replacement, Audrey McKibbin Moran, Told The Times-Union At The Time.  
She Was Never The Chief Of Staff For Peyton, But He Named A New One In Early 2008, 

And It Wasn’t Her.  Four Months Later She Resigned.  “It’s Just Time,” She Told The 
Times-Union.  “I Think,” She Said To The Jacksonville Business Journal, “You’ll See Me 

Around Again.”



It Took Nearly Two Years, Though, Before Her Next Big Post In Politics.  In 2008, She Was 
The Duval County Co-Chair For John McCain’s Presidential Campaign.  In 2009, She Was 
A Regular Panelist On A Local Talk Show On Jacksonville TV.  In 2010, In March, She Gave 
$500 To Establishment GOP Gubernatorial Candidate Bill McCollum — Five And A Half 
Weeks Before She Signed On To Manage The Longshot Campaign Of A Businessperson 
And Political Outsider.  Rick Scott Stuck In His Bid To A Catch Phrase — “Let’s Get To 

Work” — And Steadfastly Refused To Meet With Editorial Boards At Newspapers Around 
The State.  “Why?” He Was Asked.  “I’ll Have To Ask Susie,” He Answered.

In 2011, Instead Of Joining Scott In Tallahassee, Wiles Joined Lobbyist Brian Ballard’s 
Florida-Based Firm To Open An Office In Jacksonville.  “I Really Needed Somebody In 

Jacksonville,” Ballard Told Me, “And She Had Great Reach Across The Board.”  She Was A 
Brief, Ill-Fated Campaign Manager For Jon Huntsman’s Brief, Ill-Fated Presidential 

Campaign — A Faltering, Frustrating Few Months That Spring, Others Involved 
Remember, In Which She Clashed With The Chief Strategist And Cried In The Office.  As 
An Ex-Head Of An In-Cycle Campaign, She Was For Reporters On The Presidential Beat 

An At-The-Ready Quote — Criticizing Businessperson Herman Cain (“The Possibility 
That He Is A Philanderer And An Abuser”), Praising In The National Journal More 

Moderate New Jersey Chris Christie (“The Best Foil” For Barack Obama) And Eventually 
Endorsing Former Massachusetts Governor And Private Equity Investor Mitt Romney 

(The Stability, Intellect And Integrity That Republicans Are Looking For In Their 
Standard Bearer,” She Said).  [Ed. Note: Ah, The Very Same Qualities She’d Later Find In 

THE DONALD.  In 2012, She Advised One Of The Losing Candidates In A Seven-
Candidate Congressional Primary Running From Jacksonville Down Toward Daytona



Beach — The Winner Of Which Was A Newcomer Named DeSantis.  In 2014, She Gave 
Money To Then-South Carolina Governor Nikki Haley.  And In 2015 — In August, A 
Month In Which She Gave Money To Jeb Bush — She Went To New York, To Trump 

Tower, To Meet With Donald Trump.

She Came Home And Told Delaney She Was Impressed.  She Told Ballard She “Saw 
Something” In Him.  She Told Her Friend Rick Mullaney, An Adviser To Delaney And 

Peyton, She Thought He Was Going To Be The Next President.  [Ed. Note: Well, 
PFUCK ME TWICE — If Only So I Don’t Forget.  Jesus Pfuck!!!]  And She Told Her Friend 

Paul McCormick, A Longtime Jacksonville Political Consultant And P.R. Man, A Story.

“She Said She Went In To Sit For Her Interview,” McCormick Told Me.  She Said The Chair 
That Had Been Set Up For Her Was Some 20 Feet From Where Trump Was, And Trump 
Started Talking, And Wiles Found It Awkward.  [Ed. Note: Even With The Most Casual 

Background On THE DONALD, Surely Ms Wiles Knew Of His Well-Publicized  
Germophobia.]  

“And Long Story Short, Wherever She Was Sitting, And Exactly How Many Feet Away, 
She Moved,” Said McCormick, “Right Up Next To Where He Was.”

‘My Stoicism Comes From Him’



“Thematically, It’s All Going To Lead Back To The Beginning,” Wiles Told Me The First 
Time We Talked For This Story.  “Like Every Child, You Are A Product, In Some Way, 

Sometimes Good, Sometimes Not, Of How You Were Raised.”

She Was The Oldest Of Three Children And The Only Daughter Of A Father Who Was An 
Alcoholic And A Mother Who Stayed With Him, Worked To Keep Order Around Him —

And Ultimately Got Him To Make Changes He Could Not Make On His Own.

Her Father Was Pat Summerall.  A Native Of Rural Lake City, Florida, He Endured A 
Brutal Childhood, As He Recounts In His Memoir — A Club Foot A Doctor Was Able To 

Somewhat Miraculously Fix, Abandoned By His Parents, A Stepfather Who Beat Him 
With A Rubber Hose.  He Played Professional Football, For The Lions, Cardinals And 

Most Notably The Giants In New York, An End And A Kicker Who Booted With What had 
Been His Deformed Foot One Of The Most Important Field Goals In National Football 
League History.  He Got Rich And He Got Famous, Though, As A Broadcaster.  With A 

Relentless Work Ethic And A Smooth, Spare Speaking Style, Summerall Was The 
Mellifluous Voice Of The Masters Of Golf, The U.S. Open Of Tennis But First And 

Foremost The NFL — “The Voice,” In The Words Of His Longtime John Madden, “Of 
Football.”  He Was Also, Because Of His Drinking, A Mostly Absent Parent.  His Daughter 
Was Born In 1957.  She Was Followed Quickly By Two Brothers.  He Had An Affair For 17 
Years Before His Wife Divorced Him And He Married His Mistress.  “My Children Grew 

Up Without Me,” He Wrote.  “I Failed Them As A Father.”



Her Mother Was The Former Katharine Jacobs.  Also From Lake City, She Was, According 
To Her Daughter, “A Fantastic Gardner,” “A Beautiful Seamstress” And “The Best Cook 
There Ever Was.”  She Made All The Meals.  She Set All The Appointments.  She Bought 
All The Christmas Gifts, One Of Her Brothers Once Wrote On Facebook.  She So Often 

Had To Do So Much On Her Own.  And Every Evening Around 5, In The Big, Tidy House 
In Saddle River, New Jersey, She Went Upstairs And Took A Warm Bath.  She Coped, Her 

Observant Daughter Thought, With Courage And With Grace.

The Daughter Ran.  She Played Basketball.  She Along With The Rest Of Her Family 
Played Tennis And Played It Hard And Played It Well.  One Of Her Brothers Was Deaf In 
One Ear And Needed A Series Of Surgeries And The Other Had Bad Eyes.  Her Parents 
Didn’t Have To Worry So Much About Her.  All The Kids Had Their Own Rooms In The 

House And Hers Was The One In The Back.  She Couldn’t Help But Come To Understand 
The Importance At Times Of Staying Where She Was, When Out Of The Way Was A Better 

Way To Be.  One Year In High School At The Academy Of The Holy Angels Her Father 
Missed The Annual Father-Daughter Mass.  She Was Embarrassed And Hurt.  She Made 

Sure Not To Show It.  

She Helped Him And He Helped Her.  After Going To The University Of Maryland, She 
Got Her First Job In Part Because Of Him — Because Of His Friendship With Kemp, A 
Former Teammate.  “I Did the Quintessential ‘Let Your Daddy Get You A Job’ Kind Of 

Thing,” She Once Said In The Times-Union.  She Wrote The Most Important Letter In The 
Intervention Her Mother Organized That Got Her Father To Go To The Betty Ford Clinic 
In California To Finally Try For Real To Stop Drinking.  She Wrote Most Pointedly That



She Sometimes Felt Ashamed To Share His Last Name.  It Was Her Letter, He Would Say 
Later, That “Made It Clear That I’d Hurt Them.”  But Her Father Was Sick, She Thought, 
And One Doesn’t Punish Somebody Who’s Sick.  She Went With Her Mother And Her 

Brothers To Visit Him In Treatment.  She Visited In Hospitals In Texas And In Jacksonville 
When He Needed A Liver Transplant More Than A Decade After He Got Sober.  He Died 
In 2013.  She Called Him “A Wonderful Father” And “An Extraordinary Man.”  She Said 

He Would Be “Greatly Missed.”

Children Of Alcoholics, According To Experts, Are All But Forced To Learn Early On That 
They Can’t Control What They Can’t Control — But That They Very Much Must Control 
What They Can.  They Can Learn To Manage Around A Person Who Can’t Be Managed.  
They Can Learn To Make And Keep A Kind Of Order In Situations That Are Marked By 

The Utter Lack Thereof.  They Can Learn To Make Themselves Invaluable, Or Invisible —
And When To Be The Former, And When To Be The Latter.  They Can be, And Can Grow 

Up To Be, Quiet And Competitive, Persistent And Resilient, Achievers And Survivors, 
And Keen, Intuitive Readers Of Rooms And Moods And Needs.  They Can Be 

Compulsive Pleasers Of People And In Particular One Person — A Person Whose Needs 
Trump Those Of Others And Certainly Their Own.  They Can Be Helpers.  They Can be 

Enablers.  They Can Be Both.  

Wiles Never Remembered Her Father Not Drinking Until He Didn’t.  “And Yet It’s 
Complicated.  It Is In All Families.  Because I Learned From Him Good Things — Like,

And This Is My Word, Nobody’s Ever Said This About Me, But I Feel It Sometimes,
My Stoicism Comes From Him,” She Told Me.



And She Learned, Too, From Her Mother.  “She Had To Do Things She Wasn’t Prepared 
To Do,” She Said.  “I Watched Her Progress As A Person, As A Mom, As a Woman, Just As 
A Human Being, Rise To Occasion After Occasion After Occasion,” She Said.  “The Picture 
Of Calm Through This Tempest Of Alcoholism Was My Mom,” She Said.  “She Woke Up 
An Optimist Every Day, And She Started Every Day Like That, And It Would Fall Apart 

Or It Wouldn’t …”

‘We Were A Trump Team First’

They Needed Each Other.

By Early 2020, Wiles Was At A Personal And Professional Low, All The More Jarring 
Because It Came Hard On The Heels Of What Was For Her A New Level Of Power, 

Prominence And Success.  

She’d Helped Trump Win The White House By Helping Him Win Florida In 2016, 
Bringing State-Specific, Ground-Game Expertise Along With Accrued Establishment Cred, 
In A Way Making It More OK For More People To Support Trump.  She’d Helped Ballard 
Set Up His Lucrative, Well-Connected Washington Office In 2017.  “Even As A Friend Of 

The President Who Speaks Frequently With The President,” Rep. Matt Gaetz Told 
POLITICO At The Time, “Sometimes I Have To Call Susie Wiles To Get My Way.”  And 

She’d Helped Get DeSantis Get Elected Governor By Taking Over His Foundering 
Campaign In Late September In 2018.  “What Susie’s Good At Is Organization,” Rick Scott 
Told FloridaPolitics.com  “And Wiles Is Exceptional At Adjusting Narratives During The

http://FloridaPolitics.com


Campaign News Cycle,” A G Gancarski Wrote.  “Her Great Skill Is Seeing a Calm Path 
And Getting People To Take It,” Veteran Tallahassee-Based Republican Consultant David 
Johnson, Who Was Involved In The Effort That Fall, Told Me.  “They Were Able To Appeal 
To Independents And Moderates Based On His Opposition To Big Sugar.  They Focused A 

Great Deal On Andrew Gillum’s Record As Well — They Pounded That In — But They 
Also Made The Decision To Use Casey DeSantis As The Introducer,” He Said, In Telling In 
Ads A More Human Story Of Her Husband.  “She’s Just Very Even-Tempered And Very 
Pragmatic And Figures Out A Way To Make Things Work,” Said Whit Ayres, A Pollster 

Involved In The Campaign.  “The Governor Would Not Be The Governor If It Wasn’t For 
Susie Wiles,” A Former DeSantis Staffer Told Me.

Then, Though, She Was Shunted And Shunned.  DeSantis, His Wife And His Chief Of 
Staff, In The Telling Of People In Tallahassee Who Watched It Play Out, Ousted Wiles 

From Her Role Near The Top Of The State GOP Because They Thought She Was Taking Or 
At Least Getting Too Much Credit For His Win, Working Less For The Governor’s Agenda 
And More For Her Own Relationships And The President’s Reelection, And Also Leaking 
To The Press — Feeling, It Turned Out, Some Version Of The Way The People In City Hall 

In Jacksonville Once Felt.  But DeSantis Didn’t Stop At Her Mere Dismissal, Privately 
Pressuring Ballard And Trump To Publicly Distance Themselves From Wiles As Well, 

According To People Around Florida Who Heard About Such Calls.  Wiles Had Gotten 
Divorced, Too, In 2017 — The Records Are Sealed — And So Now She Was Newly, Deeply 

Wounded, And Crying On The Phone To Friends.  She Was, In The Words Of Mike 
Hightower, The Retired Lobbyist And Wiles Supporter, Feeling “Betrayed” — “In Her

Personal Life,” He Said, “And In Her Political Life.”



“It Was So Traumatic For Me.  I Feared For Everything, From My Reputation To My 
Livelihood — My Ability To Have A Livelihood,” Wiles Told Me.

“I Needed,” She Said, “To Work.”

And Trump?  He Needed To Win Florida If He Wanted To Get Reelected.  He Needed 
Wiles To Do For Him In 2020 What She Had Done For Him In 2016 — Definitely More 

Than He Wanted To Continue To Kowtow To Even A Seemingly Ascendant DeSantis.  And 
So He Hired Her.  “My Thinking Was,” Said Wiles, “I Know How To Do This, I Think I’m 
Well Equipped To Do It, He Wants Me To Do It, And I’m Going To, And We’re Going To 

Win Florida Again.  And We Did.  By A Lot.”  It Was The Only Swing State Trump Won In 
An ELECTION HE LOST.  And After He Lost, And After Jan. 6, And After His Second 

Impeachment, He Asked Her To Come Back To Run His Fledging Post-Presidential 
Political Operation — And She Started In March Of 2021 As The CEO Of His “Save 

America” PAC.  The Job, As Playbook Put It At The Time, Was “To Instill Order.”  Trump, 
A Trump Adviser Said, “Tells Everyone Around Mar-a-Lago That Susie Is Now In 

Charge.”

“What Product Are You Selling?” A Reporter In Jacksonville Once Asked Wiles.  “That’s A 
Good Question,” She Said.  “Strategy And Planning,” She Said.  “Media Relations,” She 

Said.  “Knowledge Of People That Shape Opinions,” She Said.  “A Little Bit Of 
Everything,” She Said.  “A Special Project Here,” She Said, “And A Special Project There.”  

One Of Her “Specialties” She Listed On Her LinkedIn Page Was “Creating Order From 
Chaos” And One Of Her “Greatest” Assets Was “My Ability To Turn Situations And



Perceptions Around.”  And As 2021 Became 2022 Became 2023 — As Trump Looked At 
Least Potentially Politically Precarious Because Of The Midterms, Because Of The 

Investigations, Because Of The Indictments, And DeSantis, On The Other Hand, Looked 
Poised To Be His Republican Successor — People Back In Jacksonville Started To Feel A 
Familiar Sensation.  “I Had Dinner With John Payton,” Said Mike Tolbert. “I Remember 

Him Saying To Me, ‘I’ve Got To Tell You: Ron DeSantis Is Going To Regret The Date That 
He Fired Her …’”  Susie Wiles Had A New Project.

It Wasn’t Just Wiles.  Because It Wasn’t Just Wiles Whom DeSantis Had Pushed Out.  It 
Was Also A Passel Of Her Aides.  “And She’s Like A Den Mother To All Of Them,” 

Ana Cruz, A Tampa-Based Democrat, Former Hillary Clinton Spokesperson And Former 
Ballard Colleague Of Wiles, Told Me.  “They Would Walk Through Fire For That Woman.”  
And Now They And Other So-Called “Susie People” Were Ready To Help Trump Because 

She Was Helping Trump And Because DeSantis Had Hurt Her.  “She’s One Of The Best 
I’ve Seen At Surrounding Herself With Loyalists,” A Longtime Republican Consultant 

And DeSantis Told Me, “And That Creates A Force Field Around Her That Protects Her.”
And They Knew — And She Knew — Things About DeSantis.  And So They Just 

Knew What To Do.  They Knew He Was Self-Conscious About His Height And Weight.  
They Knew He Could Be Awkward And Odd.  They Knew He Had Strange Habits 
Including Memorable Specifics — Like The Time He Ate Chocolate Pudding With 

Three Fingers.  [Ed. Note: Well, That Might Not Be Too Awful Unless He Was Spotted 
Playing Scratch ’n Sniff  Moments Before — Yuck!!!]  And They Knew His Wife Could Be 
The Key In Good Ways And Bad: A Huge Advantage If She Was Seen By The Public As A 
Charismatic Mother And A Humanizing Force Or Exactly The Opposite If She Was Seen



As A Climber And A Schemer And A Person Out For Power Of Her Own.  They Knew, 
Too, Because She Knew, Because She Knows Reporters, That The Press As A Whole Mostly 

Was Ready To Shift From Trump To DeSantis.  They Knew — And She Knew — What 
They Needed.

“She Knew,” Former Florida Republican Congressmember David Jolly Told Me, “Exactly 
How To Beat Ron DeSantis On Behalf Of Her Client.

“She Had Time, Motive, Opportunity And Skill,” Longtime Florida-Based Operative
Rick Wilson Told Me.  “She’s One Of Those People That Has The Old Rule: Fuck Me?  No.

Fuck You,” He Said.  “She Was Working A Portfolio Of Ron-Related Stories.”

It’s Hard To The Point Of Impossible To Trace With Specificity Any Precise Path From 
What Wiles Knows To What Wiles Does To What Other People Then Think …  And Write.

But The Narrative Did Start To Shift.

In My Own Experience, In The First Few Months Of Last Year, As I Did In Retrospect 
Some Version Of What Wiles Knew I And Other Reporters Would Do, As I Mostly Moved 
On From Trump And Prioritized DeSantis, And As I Made My Rounds Of Calls To A Wide 

Array Of Florida Politicos — Not Just Wiles People, Not Just Trump People, Not Just 
DeSantis People, Not Just Republicans — It Became Clear To Me That The Conversation 
About DeSantis Was Changing.  And Then So Was The Tenor Of The Stories That Made 

Up The Coverage That Made Up The Narrative Surrounding Him.  DeSantis Was No 



Longer (As The New York Post Had Dubbed Him) “DeFuture.”  He Was In The Pixels Of 
The Daily Beast Eating Pudding With Fingers In March, Which Led To A Trump-

Supporting PAC’s Ad Literally Called “Pudding Fingers” In April, Which Seeded Social 
Media For Quick Video Clips From Iowa And New Hampshire Of DeSantis And His 

Cringey Interactions With Voters And Kids — A Mashup In My Mind Of Old-Fashioned 
Flack Work And New-School Shit-Posts.  There Were Stories About Private Flights.  There 

Were Stories About Campaign Infighting.  DeSantis, The Thinking Had Gone, Was 
Supposed To Be Trump But Serious, Trump Sans The Drama — And By The Time Voters 

Were Ready To Start Voting, That Was Self-Evidently A More Difficult Case To Make.
DeSantis, Trump Advisers Often Insist, Did This To Himself, And To Some Extent That’s 

True — But That Plainly Is Not All That Was Going On.

“These Are Characters, Not Because You Want To Create One, But Because That’s What 
They Are — People Are Consuming This Through Media Formats — And So We Created 

A Caricature Of One Of Our Opponents, And So Now He’s The Weird Oddball In The 
Show That Nobody’s Rooting For,” A Wiles Associate Told Me.  “There’s Lots Of Ways To 

Defeat A Candidate,” This Person Said, “And Ideology Is Not The Only One.”

She Knew.  And They Knew.  “And We All Knew,” The Longtime Republican Consultant 
And DeSantis Supporter Told Me, “It Was Her.”

“She Gets Done What She Sets Out To Do,” Said Henry “Hank” Coxe, A Jacksonville 
Attorney And A Lifelong Democrat Who Is Close With Wiles.  “And However She Does It, 

She Does It.”



“It’s Like Fog,” Hightower Told Me.  “You Know It’s There, But You Can’t Get Your 
Hands Around It.”

“And The DeSantis Episode,” Said A Wiles Associate, “Is Actually Just A Microcosm Of 
How She Runs Things.”

“The Only Person That Could Have Potentially Even Given A Challenge To Trump Was 
DeSantis, And So Killing Him And Killing Him Early And In Every Way Possible Was The 
Best Strategy,” Fabrizio, The Trump Pollster, Told Me.  “and Let’s Not Forget, If You Look 

At The Major Reporters Who Started Covering This” — The Rise And Then Fall Of 
DeSantis — “Several Of Them Had Come Out Of Florida,” He Said, Naming Marc Caputo 
Of The Bulwark (Formerly Of The Miami Herald And POLITICO), Alex Leary Of The Wall 
Street Journal (Tampa Bay Times) And Michael Bender Of The New York Times (Ditto) — All 

Of Whom Have Known Wiles And Vice Versa For The Better Part Of A Decade And A 
Half.  (I Worked At The Tampa Bay Times, Too, Before Going To POLITICO; Back Then, 
Though, I Wrote About Politics Sparingly.)  “DeSantis People Weren’t Feeding Them 

Anything On Trump, Even Rumors,” Fabrizio Told Me.  “What Were They Getting Fed?”

The Relationships Wiles Fosters With Reporters Are Legion And Salient.  I’ve Had Some 
Suggest She Seems To Tend To Her List As Well As Any Of The Best Reporters For Whom 
She’s A Key Source.  Most Charitably, It’s A Function Of Mutual Professional And Even 
Personal Respect — An Understanding And Even An Appreciation Of The Game And 

How To Play It And How To Play It In A Long Arc Way.  Most Cynically, It’s Favor-
Trading.  Most Fairly, It’s Both.



“I Know She Talked To Reporters,” A Republican Consultant Who Knows Florida And 
Wiles Told Me.  “I Also Know That She Knows What I Know, And I Know That She Would 

Sometimes Direct Reporters To Me, Because That Gives Her A Layer, A Level, Of 
Distance.”

“They Had Their Hands On This Narrative All Along,” A Democratic Consultant Who 
Knows Florida And Wiles Well Told Me.  “That’s What Susie Does.”

I Wrote A Story About Casey DeSantis Last May.  [Ed. Note: Yes, You Did.  Quite 
Illuminating, It Was.]  “The Casey DSantis Problem,” Read The Headline.  In It I Quoted A 

DeSantis Donor By Name: “She Is Both His Biggest Asset And His Biggest Liability.”  I 
Wrote That Story Because Of What I’d Heard In Some Basic Way Because Of Wiles.  “She 
Is Very Good At Manipulating The Media,” Said Littlepage, The Retired Columnist From 

Jacksonville.  “Having Been Manipulated By Her, I Know.”  I Don’t Think I Was 
Manipulated.  I Was Hearing Similar Sentiments From Simply Too Many People.  And I 
Don’t Think The Story About Casey DeSantis Was Wrong.  But I Also Don’t Think I Would 

Have Written It Had That Conversation About DeSantis And His Campaign Not 
Changed.  The Situation.  The Perception.  The Knowledge Of People That Shape Opinions.  

And, Of Course, It Wasn’t Just Me.  By The Fall, POLITICO Magazine Had Commissioned 
A Menswear Expert To Analyze His Boots.  By January, DeSantis Was Done.

“I Don’t Know Why We’d Want To Weigh In And Wade Into The Back-And-Forth Political 
Stuff,” DeSantis Spokesperson Bryan Griffin Told Me.  “We’re Over It.  And We’re Out Of 
It.”  Fair Enough.  Others, Though, Marvel.  “If You Look At Jan. 1, 2023, And Jan. 1, 2024,



And Look At The Political Arc Of Donald Trump, Where He Started And Where He 
Finished, And The Political Arc Of Ron DeSantis, Where He Started And Where He 

Finished, It Flipped Upside Down,” Said Justin Sayfie, A Former Top Jeb Bush Aide And 
Ballard Lobbyist Based In South Florida.  “She Was Right There, Right In The Middle Of 

Where Those Lines Intersect.”

“If You Don’t Shape The Narrative, It Shapes You,” One Wiles Associate Told Me.  
“There’s An Understanding By Certain People, Both Herself And Certain People Around 

Her,” This Person Said, “Of Gravity, Of Political Gravity, And Understanding That 
Sometimes You Just Have To Set A Play In Motion,” This Person Said.  “Sometimes, You 

Just Have To Get It Into The Water, And Then Let The World Take Over.”

“There’s Knowledge That Not Many People Had That Is Certainly Not Protected In Any 
Ethical Or Legal Way,” Said A Second Wiles Associate.  “All We Did Was Accelerate The 

Magnification.”

“Grandma,” Said A Third, “Is A Ninja.”

As DeSantis Readied To Drop Out After His Failed Bid, Wiles Tweeted For The First Time 
In Five Months.  “Bye, Bye,” She Wrote.

“There’s A Team, And We Were A Trump Team First, All Of Us, Then We Became A 
DeSantis Team, And Then We Went Back To Our Roots,” Wiles Told Me Earlier This Year 

On The Phone.  “A Group Of People Are Here For A Reason.  That Reason Wasn’t To 



Destroy Ron DeSantis,” Wiles Told Me.

“But,” She Said, And With What I Heard As A Hint Of Glee, “The Opportunity Presented 
Itself.”

‘They’re Just Not That Dissimilar’ 

“Why Do You Do This?” I Had Asked At The Starbucks In West Palm.

“Why Are You Here?” I Said Now.

She Could Have Been Anywhere Else.  She Could Have Been Back In Ponte Vedra Beach 
In Her Four-Bedroom House With Her Garden And The Garage With The Double Oven In 
Which She Can Make Her Renowned Pound Cakes Five At A Time.  She Could Have Been 

With Her Two Grown Daughters Or With Her 7-Year-Old Grandson.  Katie Wiles, The 
Older Of Her Two Daughters, Took Her Son To South Carolina For The Weekend Of The 

Primary And The Victory Party — To See “SuSu,” Which Is What Her Son Calls Her Mom.  
“We Hadn’t Seen My Mom In Several Weeks,” She Told Me.  “She’s An Incredible 

Mother,” She Said, “And She’s An Incredible Grandmother.”

But She’s Almost Always Here, In Her Small, 12th-Floor Apartment, Or In The Campaign 
Headquarters, Or Over At Mar-a-Lago, Or On Trump’s Plane, Or In New York With Him 

Of Late When He Is Required To Be In Court, Or At His Rallies And Remarks, Usually 
Backstage, In Iowa And New Hampshire, In South Carolina And North Carolina, In 



Virginia And Michigan And Pennsylvania, Working From Early In The Morning To Late 
In The Night.

Some See In Trump The Possibilities Of The Worst Dictatorial Tendencies.  “SUSIE WILES 
IS WAY TOO SMART OF A HUMAN BEING AND WAY TOO SOPHISTICATED A 

POLITICAL OPERATOR TO NOT UNDERSTAND, Fernand Amanda, A Miami-Based 
Democratic Pollster And MSNBC Analyst, Told Me.  SHE KNOWS WHO TRUMP IS. 

[Ed. Note: Right-The-Pfuck-On, Mr Amandi.  You Goddamn Right She Does!!!!!!!!!!!]
And Yet Many Who Know Wiles And Who Were Not At All Glad That Trump Was Ever 

The President And Even Less Glad He Might Be President Again Are Quite Glad That She 
At Least Still At His Side.  “If Donald Trump Is Going To Be President, I Want Susie Wiles 
Involved,” Said Carlos Curbelo, The Former Republican Congressmember.  “If This Guy 
Wins, And I Certainly Hope He Doesn’t, But If He Were To Win Again, I Would Hope To 

Hell That She Will Play A Major Role,” Said Her Friend Paul McCormick.  “I’m Not 
Particularly For Trump,” Said Longtime Washington Lobbyist Charlie Black, [ED. NOTE: 

AND A$$WHOLE BUDDY — AND FORMER PARTNER OF THAT P-O-S, PAUL 
MANAFORT.]  “But I Love Susie.”  [The Preceding Three Sentences Are Just So Much 
Fanciful Bullshit.  Being The Extraordinary User Of People That THE DONALD Has 
Always Been, He’ll Toss Her Aside In Short Order Soon After His Grand Inauguration 

And Glorious Restoration Which Your Faux-Christian god Has Engineered And 
Otherwise Orchestrated.  No?  Ask These Pfucking Eeejit Christian Nationalists.]

“It Is Impossible To Manage Donald Trump … But It’s Very Possible To Help Donald 
Trump.  [Ed. Note: Yet Again, More Magical Bullshit.  Ms Wiles Is Going To Have A 



Positive Influence On THE MAN Who Knows Every Pfucking Thing There Is To Know 
About Every Pfucking Thing.  Yeah, Riiight!                                                                                          

Of Course, You Needn’t Take My Bipolar Word For It.  Just Ask Him.]
She Understands That Her Job Is To Be The Chief Helper,” Former Speaker Of The House 

And Trump Ally Newt Gingrich Told Me.  [Ed. Note: Oh, Yes, Newty Newty — That 
Renowned Champion Of Women’s Empowerment.]  Trusting Her With His Campaign 
May Be The Greatest Decision That’s He’s Made Since He Came Down The Escalator,” 

Said Florida GOP Consultant David Johnson.  “She Brought Order Out Of Chaos In The 
Rick Scott Campaign, She Did The Same Thing For DeSantis, And Now Again She’s Doing 

It For Trump,” Said Florida Lobbyist Ronnie Book.  “He’s Had Much, Much Better 
Management And Organization That He Had Before.”

She’s Involved In Vice-Presidential Vetting, In Endorsements, In Spending, In Media 
Relations, In Fundraising — Small Donors, And Big Donors, Too.  “She Has Given Some 

Of The Donors A Reason To Feel Better About It,” A Person With Knowledge Of The 
Situation Recently Told The Washington Post.  There Is Little, Really, In Which She Is Not 
Involved.  She Is, In The Words Of Fellow Senior Adviser Chris LaCivita, “The Glue That 

Holds Everything Together.”  The United States Senators, The House Members, The 
Governors, The State Lawmakers, So Many Others Who Wants A Piece Of Trump’s 

Time — “She Is The Funnel,” Said Fabrizio. “Through Which They All Go.”

She Is The Most Important Person To The Most Important Person.



Pat Summerall Was Born In 1930.  Donald Trump Was Born In 1946.  Pat Summerall Grew 
Up Poor In Rural North-Central Florida.  Donald Trump Grew Up Rich In New York City 
In Queens.  Pat Summerall Is Remembered By A Sports-Watching Populace As A Voice Of 
Kind Tranquility.  Donald Trump Will Not Be Remembered Like That.  But Wiles’ Father 
And The Man For Whom She Now Works Both Suffered From The Earliest Age Indelible 

Wounds.  [Ed. Note: Abso - Pfucking - Lutely!!!!!!!  The Most Illuminating Book You Could 
Ever Possibly Read About Donald John Trump Was Written By His Long-Suffering Niece,
Mary L Trump, PhD — A Clinical Psychologist.  Her Tale, And That Of Her Infamous Uncle, 

Is Chronicled In The Aptly-Titled Memoir…
 

Too Much And Never Enough: How My Family Created The World’s Most Dangerous Man
By Mary L Trump, PhD  Simon & Schuster (2020)

Trump Had As Parents A Mother Who Was Emotionally Absent And A Father Who Was 
Dour And Domineering.  [Ed. Note: aka, “The Beast.”  A Dear Friend Used That Term To 

Describe His Father.]  Their Big House In Jamaica Estates, Visitors Thought, Was Cold And 
Staid — A House, In The Recollection Of A Neighbor, In Which Trump And His Brothers 

And Sisters “NEVER GOT A HUG OR A KISS.”

Summerall, Too, Was Born “Into A Family Beyond Repair,” He Wrote In His Memoir.  “My 
Parents Separated While I Was Still In My Mother’s Womb, And From What I Would 

Gather Later, It Was Just As Well.  They Wanted No Part Of Each Other, Or Of Me,” He 
Said.  “I Had No Bond With My Father, George Allen Summerall, Who Was Not Much Of 
A Father Even When He Was Around.  My Mother Took Care Of Me For My First Three 



Years, Then Announced One Day That She Could No Longer Handle That Responsibility.”

He Drank — “Jack Daniels When It Was Cold And Smirnoff Vodka 
When It Was Hot,” He Said.  He Became A “Practiced Liar And A 
Seasoned Cover-Up Man,” He Said.  He “Walked Away From My 
Marriage And Alienated My Three Kids,” He Said.  “I Was Not A 
Presence Or Guide For Their Lives,” He Said.  “I Had Neglected 
Them.”  At Betty Ford, He Had Therapy Sessions With His Wife, 

His Daughter And His Sons.  “In A Group With My Oldest Son, The 
Counselor Asked Me, ‘When Was The Last Time You Said You Said 
You Loved Your Son?” He Once Said.  “I Said, ‘I Can’t Remember.’  

Then He Asked, “When’s The Last Time You Hugged Him?’  I 
Thought And Said, ‘When I Got Him Out Of The Crib.’  He Said, 

‘Would You Like To Do It Now?’  I Said, ‘Yes’”

[Ed. Note: Can You Imagine And Otherwise Appreciate The Emotions Of That Moment?]



Trump Of Course Is Not An Alcoholic — He In Fact Does Not Drink At All — But Trump 
Is Every Bit An Addict, Of Chaos And Conflict, Of Attention And Affirmation.  And Wiles 

Sees In Trump, As She Saw In Her Father, A Ranging, Voracious Intelligence, A 
Quenchless Capacity For Activity, And A Drive That Borders On Almost Manic Ambition.

They Were Stars, Too, Both Of Them, Of A Different Sort, Yes, But In The Same Place At 
The Same Time — Not Just In And Around New York Of The 1970s And ‘80s, Which For 

Trump Remains His Most Formative Stretch And Stage.  It’s A Piece Of The Past That 
They Share.  It’s Something To Trump That Matters A Lot.  It’s Part Of What Makes Him 

Say Wiles Has “Good Genes.”

“They Would On Paper Seem Dissimilar,” She Told Me.  “But They’re Just Not That 
Dissimilar.”

Wiles, Like Anybody And Everybody Else, Is Who And How She Is For A Constellation Of 
Reasons, Experiences And Influences.  “Susie Developed Who She Is Politically Under 
Jack Kemp.  He Shaped Her Political Beliefs And Her Work Ethic,” An “Insider” Once 

Told Mike Tolbert For His Newsletter.  Ronald Reagan, Wiles Thought, Was “A Little Like 
Everyone’s Grandfather,” A Person Whose “Personal Characteristics Traveled Through 
Television, Radio And Even Print,” As She Once Put It.  From Michael Deaver, The Key 
Reagan Aide And “Image-Maker,” She Learned “That You Stick To The Message Until It 

Sinks In.  Say It And Say It And Say It, And Reinforce It With Actions, Until It Sticks.”
This, She Thought, Leaving That White House, Was What She Could Do And What She 
Could Be.  “I Have Been Fortunate, Several Times In My Professional In My Professional



Life, To Work For Leaders With A Big Personality And A Strong Brand, Who Are 
Relentlessly Driven To Pursue Their Goals,” She Told Me.  But She’s Never Been With 

Anybody Like Trump.  And She’s Never Been With Anybody At All This Long.

“I Think The Calmness Is Who I Am — But To Read A Room Or Read A Situation, I Think 
That’s Something,” She Said, “You Learn Over Many Years.”

“Susie’s Primary Qualification For Handling Donald Trump Is Her Training In Handling 
Her Father.  She Is An Expert In Unstable, Dysfunctional, Famous Men.  She Knows When 

She Can Help, And She Knows When Not To Try To Help, And For That They’re 
Grateful,” The Longtime Tallahassee Operative Mac Stipanovich Told Me.

“She Wraps Herself So Inextricably To Her Principal That She’s Invaluable To Them,” Said 
A Person Who Knows Wiles Well, “And As A Result Of Being Invaluable To Them, They 

Are Invaluable To Her.”

She Went To Work For Trump In The 2016 Cycle.  “I Said, ‘Susie, I Don’t Think This Is 
Who You Are,’” John Delaney Told The Tampa Bay Times.  She Was, After All, A Self-
Identifying, “Card-Carrying Member Of The GOP Establishment.”  And The Sexual 
Misconduct, The Conspiracy Theories, The Attacks On John McCain And Gold Star 

Parents, “And On And On,” As The Former Tampa Reporter Adam Smith Wrote At The 
Time —



“THE DONALD TRUMP THAT I HAVE COME TO KNOW DOES NOT BEHAVE THAT 
WAY,” SHE SAID.  THE DONALD TRUMP THAT I HAVE COME TO KNOW, SHE 
SAID, “I WOULD FEEL 101% CONFIDENT IN HIS ABILITY TO DO THE RIGHT 

THING.”  

[Ed. Note: Jesus, Motherfucker!!!  Now Those Are Utterly Remarkable Statements Which 
Are Fantastically Removed From The R-E-A-L-I-T-Y Of Recorded Audio And Video In The 
Public Domain.  Is Ms Wiles Always Doing Her Makeup At His Hitlerian Rallies When He 
Entertains His Unwashed Legion Of Deep-Thinking And Otherwise Discerning Horde Of

 
TRUMP TARDS (OR TURDS; CHOICE IS GOOD, NO?); MA MA MAGA MORONS;

MILITIA MONKEY PATRIOTTS; QAnon FABULISTS; AND FAR RIGHT EVANGELICAL 
NUTTERS.  # TTs MMs MMPs QAFs FRENs — Or As Biden Edgily Characterizes Them,

Ultra MAGA.  Ooh, You’re On A Roll, Grandpa!  Keep It Comin’…]

Let’s Go, Jesus!  That OK, Brandon? 
And Then She Went To Work For Him Again In The 2020 Cycle, And Then Again, Of 

Course, In The Still Raw Wake Of Jan. 6 — “Clearly,” I Said Here Now Outside Here Now 
Outside The Starbucks, “Not A Breaking Point For You …”

She Paused.



“I Didn’t Love It,” She Said.

“It Wasn’t So …”

“I Didn’t Love It,” She Said Again.

“… Odious To You …”

“Well,” Wiles Said,

“I Didn’t Think He Caused It.”  
[Yet Another Ed. Note: Holy-Pfuckin’-Bejesus, Woman!  Give Me A Moment Here.

Oh, That’s Right.  Those Weren’t Ignorant Violent A$$WHOLES Acting At THE 
DONALD’S Behest At The Capitol On J6.  They Were Patriots Engaged In Legitimate 

Mostly Peaceful Protests On A Mostly Normal Tourist Day At The Citadel Of Our 
Democracy.  And As For Those Incarcerated As A Result Of Their Peaceful Patriotic 

Activities That Day, Why They’re Not Criminals, They’re Political Hostages — Right, 
Elise?  Do Tell, Honey… Were You To Be Gifted The Opportunity Of A Lifetime By Your 

Dear Dear Dear Dear Leader, Would You Be More Inclined To Spit Or Swallow?            
“Well, You Don’t Have To Get Snippy About It.” (Right, Al Gore?)                                                     

How’z About It, Matthew.  What Say You, Son?]



What Was That Sound?  Compartmentalization?  Accommodation?  Rationalization?
Why Is She Working For Him?  And Why Does It Seem To Be Working So Well?  She’s 

Nearly Nine Years In.  A Breeze Blew.

“I Sort Of Think, Maybe Naively, That If Everybody Knew What I Knew — What I Know —
They Wouldn’t Feel As Some Do About Donald Trump.  Does That Mean I Think He’s 
Perfect?  There Are Certainly Things I Would Do And Say Differently — Absolutely,”

She Told Me.

“But People Don’t Know What I Know,” She Said.
[Ed. Note: Poor, Misunderstood, Donald?]

“You Can’t Get The Trump Policies Without The Trump Personality.  
That’s Not Original — That Comes From Lindsey [“Hey, I Can Breathe Through My Ears”] Graham — But

I Believe It Completely.  And So You Just Sort Of Take The Good With The Bad,”
She Said, “With Everybody.”

###

 


