Is Nicole Shanahan Flirting With QAnon And Christian Nationalism?

RFK Jr.’s Running Mate Is Decrying “Demonic” Influence In Government
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Nicole Shanahan — The Running Mate To Independent 2024 Presidential Candidate Robert F
Kennedy Jr — Is Warning About A Supposed Luciferian Influence On The National
Government.

Shanahan Is A Billionaire Anti-Vaxxer Who, Like RFK Jr, Is No Stranger To Conspiracy
Theories. But Shanahan Has Recently Embraced Language Common To The QAnon Crowd,

As Well As To Some Christian Nationalists, To Describe Supernatural Forces At Play In Our
Politics.

The Recent Dog-Whistling Started In Late May At The Libertarian Party Convention. In A
Written Address To The Gathering That Shanahan Posted To X, She Declared That “Bobby
Kennedy Can Win This Next Election” Because He “Understands The Deeply Troubling,
Almost Demonic Forces That Have Overtaken Our Agencies, And Our Culture.”

A Lawyer By Training, Shanahan Is A Political Neophyte, But She’s No Dummy. Rhetoric
About Demonic Possession Of Government Plays To Two Crowds Prone To Dark Superstition:
Adherents Of The QAnon Conspiracy Theory And Christian Nationalists. The Former Believe

That A Luciferian Cabal Have Taken Over The HIGHEST LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT, And



That This Evil Group Of Power Players Traffic Children And Harvest Their Blood To Extend
Their Own Lives. Many Christian Nationalists Also Believe That Their Movement Is Wrestling
Against Demonic Forces, And That Their Political Opponents Do Not Simply Disagree With
Them Over Principle, BUT ARE IN FACT CONTROLLED BY SATAN AND MUST BE
COUNTERED THROUGH “SPIRITUAL WARFARE.”

There Is Considerable Overlap Between The Two Crowds. The Far-Right Circus Known As
Re-Awaken America Avidly Mixes QAnon Adherents And The Fundamentalists Who
Encourage Followers To Believe That God Is On Their Side. Both Groups Tend To Idolize
Donald Trump As A Divine Agent, On A Heavenly Mission To Conquer The Deep State —
Which Helps Explain Why Shanahan May Be Seeking To Substitute RFK Jr As Their Savior.

As Part Of This Persuasion Effort, Shanahan On June 22 Posted A List On X Of Things That
The Alleged “Uniparty” Hates — A List That Also Doubled, She Wrote, As Things That “Most
Americans Love.” (The “Uniparty” Is Populist Slang To Refer To Republican And Democrats

Who Are Believed To Share An Underlying Establishment Agenda Despite Surface Level
Partisan Disagreements.)

Most Of The Items On Shanahan’s Top-12 List Are Anodyne, Ranging From “Democracy” And
“Humanity” To “Real Food” And “Small Businesses.” But One Item On The List Sticks Out
Like A Red Flag:

“7. Questioning If The Government Might Be Satanically Possessed.”



When Rolling Stone Asked Shanahan And The Kennedy Campaign To Clarify What Demonic
Or Satanic Forces She Has Been Referring To, The Campaign Sent An Oblique Statement From

Shanahan: “Corporate Capture Of The Government Has Resulted In Massive Harm To Human
And Ecological Life,” She Said. “I Believe That Is Evil.”

Shanahan Is A Lawyer By Training Who Became A Billionaire By Marrying Google Cofounder
Sergey Brin, Whom She Reportedly Met At A Yoga Festival. Shanahan Is Only 38 And A
Political Novice, But She Has Boosted The Kennedy Campaign By Donating At Least $10
Million To The Third Party Effort. Kennedy Tapped Her As His Running Mate In March.

Shanahan Is A Raw Milk Enthusiast Who Is Increasingly Consuming A Diet Of Right-Wing
Media. She Follows Tucker Carlson On X, And Has In Recent Days Retweeted A Video From
LongtimeAlex Jones Wingman Owen Shroyer. Shanahan Has Appeared On Podcasts With The
Chemtrail-Curious Naomi Wolf And Oft-Canceled Dilbert Creator Scott Adams. She Follows
Two Accounts Of The Far-Right Kentucky Congressman Thomas Massie On X, And Has

Praised Former Congressman And GOP Presidential Candidate Ron Paul For “Carrying [The]
Voice Of Our Founding Fathers.”

Shanahan Is Far From The Only Left-Wing, Natural-Living, Yoga Lover Whose New Age
Spirituality And Distrust Of The Medical Establishment Has Led Directly To A Wormhole
Journey To The World Of Right-Wing Conspiracy Theory. Rolling Stone Wrote About The
Phenomenon During The Pandemic Year Of 2021. “Concerns About Safety Have Been
Absorbed Into This Other Way Of Viewing The World,” Jack Bratich, A Rutgers Professor And
Author Of Conspiracy Panics, Explained, Alluding To The World Of QAnon.




Shanahan, Who Has Second Billing On What Is Expected To Be The Most Successful Third-

Party Presidential Ticket In Decades, Doesn’t Seem Particularly Adverse To The Conspiracy
Theory — If She Isn’t Pushing Some Of Its Core Principles Outright.
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