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Right-Wing Think Tank Leader Promises Revolution, Warns Of ‘Bloodshed’
The President Of The Heritage Foundation Is Suddenly Talking Like A Member Of The Oath Keepers

By Tim Dickinson  Staff Writer
Rolling Stone  3 July 2024

Kevin Roberts, The President Of The Heritage Foundation, Is Talking Up Revolution And The 
Prospect Of “Bloodshed” In The Wake Of The Supreme Court’s Decision Placing The President 

Outside The Reach Of Criminal Law.

The Heritage Foundation Is The Once-Staid Think Tank That, Since Roberts’ Arrival In 2021, 
Has Leaned Into The Culture Wars With Gusto.  The Group Has Organized The Infamous 
Project 2025, Mapping Out An Extremist Agenda For A Prospective Second Trump Term.  

Roberts Spoke Tuesday On The Show Real America’s Voice With Guest Host And Former Tea 
Party Congressman Dave Brat, And Uncorked Comments That Made Him Sound Like A 

Member Of The Oath Keepers Militia.

“Let Me Speak About The Radical Left,” Roberts Said, Insisting It “Has Taken Over Our 
Institutions .”  He Said That The Reason Progressive[s] Are ‘Apoplectic Right Now” — In The 



Wake Of The Supreme Court Decision Granting The President Immunity From Criminal 
Prosecution — “Is Because Or Side Is Winning.”  

Roberts Then Declared Himself An Insurrectionist Who Is Open To Violence: “WE ARE IN 
THE PROCESS OF THE SECOND AMERICAN REVOLUTION,” He Said, “WHICH WILL 

REMAIN BLOODLESS IF THE LEFT ALLOWS IT TO BE.”

Roberts Comments Underscore The Threat Of Authoritarianism That Is Looming Over The 
2024 Election, And Immediately Caught The Attention Of Experts On Fascist Movements.  
Ruth Ben-Ghiat, A History Professor At NYU, Called Out Roberts In A Pair Of Posts On X, 

Describing Him As A Fascist Who Was “Celebrating” The Newfound Power Of The President  
To Kill “People And Pay No Penalty” While “Feeling Empowered By The Ruling To Threaten 

The American People.”  Ben-Ghiat Decoded “The Left” As Applying To “Everyone Who Is Not 
MAGA.

The NYU Professor, Whose Expertise Is In Italian Fascism, Added “Heritage Does Not Have 
An In-House Paramilitary” And That By Using ‘We,’ Roberts Is Suggesting That Heritage Is 
Aligned With Armed Entities That Could Be Activated If Their Is Resistance To Their Coup.”  

She Called This A “Classic Intimidation Tactic: Submit Or Else.”

The Biden Campaign Denounced Roberts Comments In A Statement: “248 Years Ago 
Tomorrow, America Declared Independence From A Tyrannical King, And Now Donald 

Trump And His Allies Want To Make Him On[e] At Our Expense.  The Statement Described 
Roberts As “Dreaming Of A Violent Of A Violation To Destroy The Very Idea Of America.



Later In The Broadcast, Roberts Predicted That His “Second Revolution” Would Be Complete 
By 2050 And That It Would Coincide With A New “Great Awakening” That Would Bring 
America To God — Underscoring The Extent To Which Heritage And Its Project 2025 Is 

Entwined With Christian Nationalism.  Roberts Insisted That “God’s Law Can, In Fact, Be A 
Huge Influence On The Civil Laws.”  And He Offered A Constrained Vision Of American 
Liberty: “Our Definition Of ‘Freedom’ Is Not The Freedom To Do Whatever The Heck We 

Want, But The Freedom To Do What We Ought.”

Roberts, Who Previously Ran The Texas Public Policy Foundation, Is An Ally Of Trump 
Megadonor, Tim Dunn, Who Has Long Served On The Board Of TPPF.  With Millions In 

Political Donations, Dunn Has Steered Texas Far To The Religious Right, And, As Rolling Stone 
Has Reported, Is Now Pushing The MAGA Movement To Embrace His Vision Of A 

Government Whose Function Is To Execute God’s “Wrath On Evil.”
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