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Below Are Mitt Romney’s Full Remarks On Donald Trump And The 2016 Presidential Race, As Prepared For 
Delivery.  Romney Delivered His Remarks At The University Of Utah.

I Am Not Here To Announce My Candidacy For Office.  I Am Not Going To 
Endorse A Candidate Today.  Instead, I Would Like To Offer My Perspective On 

The Nominating Process Of My Party.  In 1964, Days Before The Presidential 
Election Which, Incidentally, We Lost, Ronald Reagan Went On National 

Television And Challenged America Saying That It Was A “Time For Choosing.”
He Saw Two Paths For America, One That Embraced Conservative Principles 

Dedicating To Lifting People Out Of Poverty And Helping Create Opportunity 
For All, And The Other, An Oppressive Government That Would Lead America 
Down A Darker, Less Free Path.  I’m No Ronald Reagan And This Is A Different 
Moment But I Believe With All My Heart And Soul That We Face Another Time 
For Choosing, One That Will Have Profound Consequences For The Republican 

Party And More Importantly, For The Country.

I Say This In Part Because Of My Conviction That America Is Poised To Lead The 
World For Another Century.  [Ed. Note: To My Ear, That Sounds Like Fanciful Or 

Even Magical Thinking.  But As With All Things, We Shall See …]  Our 



Technology Engines, Our Innovative Dynamic, And The Ambition And Skill Of 
Our People Will Propel Our Economy And Raise Our Standard Of Living.  

America Will Remain As It Is Today, The Envy Of The World [Ed. Note: 
Hopefully.]

Warren Buffett Was 100% Right When He Said Last Week That Week That “That 
The Babies In America Today Are The Luckiest Crop In History.”

That Doesn’t Mean We Don’t Have Real Problems And Serious Challenges.  At 
Home, Poverty Persists And Wages Are Stagnant.  The Horrific Massacres Of 

Paris And San Bernardino, The Nuclear Ambitions Of The Iranian Mullahs, The 
Aggressions Of Putin, The Growing Assertiveness Of China And The Nuclear 

Tests Of North Korea Confirm That We Live In Troubled And Dangerous Times.

But If We Make The Right Choices, America’s Future Will Be Even Better Than 
Our Past And Better Than Our Present.

On The Other Hand, If We Make Improvident Choices, The Bright Horizon I 
Foresee Will Never Materialize.  Let Me Put It Plainly, IF WE REPUBLICANS 
CHOOSE DONALD TRUMP AS OUR NOMINEE, THE PROSPECTS FOR A 

SAFE AND PROSPEROUS FUTURE ARE GREATLY DIMINISHED.



Let Me Explain Why.

First, The Economy: If Donald Trump’s Plans Were Ever Implemented, The 
Country Would Sink Into A Prolonged Recession.

A Few Examples: His Proposed 35% Tariff-Like Penalties Would Instigate A 
Trade War That Would Raise Prices For Consumers, Kill Export Jobs, And Lead 
Entrepreneurs And Businesses To Flee America.  His Tax Plan, In Combination 
With His Refusal To Reform Entitlements And To Honestly Address Spending 

Would Balloon The Deficit And The National Debt.  So Even As Donald Trump 
Has Offered Very Few Specific Plans, What Little He Has Said Is Enough To 

Know That He Would Be Very Bad For American Workers And For American 
Families.

BUT WAIT, YOU SAY, ISN’T HE A HUGE BUSINESS SUCCESS 
THAT KNOWS WHAT HE’S TALKING ABOUT?  NO HE ISN’T.  
HIS BANKRUPTCIES HAVE CRUSHED SMALL BUSINESSES 

AND THE MEN AND WOMEN WHO WORKED FOR THEM.  HE 
INHERITED HIS BUSINESS, HE DIDN’T CREATE IT.  AND 

WHAT EVER HAPPENED TO TRUMP AIRLINES?  HOW ABOUT 



TRUMP UNIVERSITY?  [ED. NOTE:  ARF! ARF! ARF!]  AND 
THEN THERE’S TRUMP MAGAZINE AND TRUMP VODKA 

AND TRUMP STEAKS, AND TRUMP MORTGAGE?

A BUSINESS GENIUS HE IS NOT.
Now Not Every Policy Donald Trump Has Floated Is Bad.  He Wants To Repeal 

And Replace Obamacare.  He Wants To Bring Home Jobs From China And Japan.
But His Prescriptions To Do These Things Are Flimsy At Best.  At The Last 

Debate, All He Could Remember About His Healthcare Plan Was To Remove 
Insurance Boundaries Between States.  Successfully Bringing Jobs Home 

Requires Serious Policy And Reforms [Ed. Note: As Opposed To Vague Fabulist 
Pie-In-The-Sky Bullshit.]  That Make America The Place Businesses Want To 

Plant And Grow.  You Can’t Punish Business Into Doing The Things You Want. 
Frankly, The Only Serious Policy Proposals That Deal With The Broad Range Of 
National Challenges We Confront, Come Today From Ted Cruz, Marco Rubio, 

And John Kasich.  One Of These Men Should Be Our Nominee.
[Ed. Note: With Due Respect, Mitt: HELL NO, NO, And NO.]

I Know That Some People Want The Race To Be Over.  They Look At History And 
Say A Trend Like Mr Trump’s Isn’t Going To Be Stopped.



Perhaps.  But The Rules Of Political History Have Pretty Much All Been 
Shredded During This Campaign.  If The Other Candidates Can Find Common 

Ground, I Believe We Can Nominate A Person Who Can Win The General 
Election And Who Represent The Values And Policies Of Conservatism.  Given 

The Current Delegate Selection Process, This Means That I Would Vote For Marco 
Rubio In Florida, For John Kasich In Ohio, And For Ted Cruz Or Whichever Of 

The Other Two Contenders Has The Best Chance Of Beating Mr Trump In A 
Given State.

Let Me Turn To National Security And The Safety Of Our Homes And Loved 
Ones.  Trump’s Bombast Is Already Our Allies And Fueling The Enmity Of Our 
Enemies.  Insulting All Muslims Will Keep Many Of Them From Fully Engaging 

With Us In The Urgent Fight Against ISIS.  And For What Purpose.  Muslim 
Terrorists Would Only Have To Lie About Their Religion To Enter The Country.  

What He Said On “60 Minutes” About Syria And ISIS Has To Go Down As The 
Most Ridiculous Of The Campaign Season: Let ISIS Take Out Assad, He Said, 
And Then We Can Pick Up The Remnants.  Think About That: Let The Most 

Dangerous Terror Organization The World Has Ever Known Take Over A 
Country?  This Is Recklessness In The Extreme.  



Donald Trump Tells Us That he Is Very, Very Smart.  I’m Afraid That When It 
Comes To Foreign Policy, He Is NOT VERY, VERY NOT SMART. 

I AM FAR FROM THE FIRST TO CONCLUDE THAT DONALD 
TRUMP LACKS THE TEMPERAMENT TO BE PRESIDENT.  
AFTER ALL, THIS IS AN INDIVIDUAL WHO MOCKED A 

DISABLED REPORTER, WHO ATTRIBUTED A REPORTER’S 
QUESTIONS TO HER MENSTRUAL CYCLE, WHO MOCKED A 
BRILLIANT RIVAL WHO HAPPENED TO BE A WOMAN DUE 

TO HER APPEARANCE [ED. NOTE: OH, BOO YEA!  “LOOK AT 
THAT FACE.”] WHO BRAGGED ABOUT HIS MARITAL AFFAIRS, 
AND WHO LACES HIS PUBLIC SPEECHES WITH VULGARITY.

Donald Trump Says He Admires Vladimir Putin, While He Has Called 
George W Bush A Liar.  That Is A Twisted Example Of Evil Trumping Good.  

There Is Dark Irony Of His Boasts Of His Sexual Exploits During The Vietnam 
War [Ed. Note: To Include The Vile Public Statement That An STD (Now Called 
A Sexually Transmitted Infection) That This Shameless Horndog Contracted In



90’s New York Constituted His “Personal Vietnam.”] While John McCain, Whom 
He Has Mocked, Was Imprisoned And Tortured.

DISHONESTY IS TRUMP’S HALLMARK: He Claimed That He Had Spoken 
Clearly And Boldly Against Going Into Iraq.  Wrong, He Spoke In Favor Of 

Invading Iraq.  He Said He Saw Thousands Of Muslims In New Jersey 
Celebrating 9/11.  Wrong, He Saw No Such Thing.  His Is Not The Temperament 
Of A Stable, Thoughtful Leader.  His Imagination Must Not Be Married To Real 

Power.

The President Of The United States Has Long Been The Leader Of The Free 
World.  The President And And Yes The Nominees Of The Country’s Great 
Parties Help Define America To Billions Of People.  All Of Them Bear The 
Responsibility Of Being An Example For Our Children And Grandchildren.

Think Of Donald Trump’s Personal Qualities, The Bullying, The Greed, The 
Showing Off, The Misogyny, The Absurd Third Grade Theatrics.  We Have Long 

Referred To Him As “The Donald.”  He Is The Only Person In America To 
Whom We Have Added An Article Before His Name.  It Wasn’t Because He Had 

Attributes We Admired.

Now Imagine Your Children And Your Grandchildren Acting The Ways He Does.



Will You Welcome That?  Haven’t We Seen Before What Happens When People 
In Prominent Positions Fail The Basic Responsibility Of Honorable Conduct?  

We Have, And It Always Injures Our Families And Our Country.

Watch How He Responds To My Speech Today.  Will He Talk About Our Policy 
Differences Or Will He Attack Me With Every Imaginable Low Road Insult?  This 

May Tell You What You Need To Know About His Temperament, His Stability, 
And His Suitability To Be President.

Trump Relishes Any Poll That Reflects What He Thinks Of Himself.  But Polls 
Are Also Saying That He Will Lose To Hillary Clinton.

On Hillary Clinton’s Watch At The State Department, America’s Interests Were 
Diminished In Every Corner Of The World.  She Compromised Our National 
Secrets, Dissembled To The Families Of The Slain, And Jettisoned Her Most 

Profound Beliefs To Gain Presidential Power.  [IMHO, That’s Overstating Things 
But Not By All That Much.]  

For The Last Three Decades, The Clintons Have Lived At The Intersection Of 
Money And Politics, Trading Their Political Influence To Enrich Their Personal 

Finances.  They Embody The Term “Crony Capitalism.”  [Ed. Note: The Mittster 
Is Treading On Some Pretty Hypocritical Ground Here.  I Mostly Respect His 



Fairly Prolific Business Career.  That Said, It’s These GOP-Affliated Corporate/
Wall Street GANGBANGERS Who Practice The High (Dark) Art Of “Crony 

Capitalism.”  I Call This Latest Mutant Strain Of These Greed-Driven Sons-Of-
Bitches, HFCs and PEAs.  What?  Oh, Hold Onto To Capitalist Silk Panties.  I’m 
Gettin’ There…  HFCs — Hedge Fund Cocksuckers And Their Inbred Kissin’ 
Cousins — PEAs, Private Equity A$$WHOLES.  They Are GAMING Critical 

Sectors Of Our Economy BIG TIME!  If You Give A Pfuck About Your Economic 
Future And That Of Your Loved Ones, I Implore You To Make The Time, And 
Take The Effort, To Read: These Are The Plunderers: How Private Equity Runs —

And Wrecks — America.  Gretchen Morgenson & Joshua Rosner.  Simon & 
Schuster (2023).  If This Book Fails To Throughly Piss You Off, Then I’m At A Loss 
As To What To Say.]  It Disgusts The American People And Causes Them To Lose 

Faith In Our Political Process.

A Person So Untrustworthy And Dishonest As Hillary Clinton Must Not Become 
President.  But A Trump Nomination Enables Her Victory.  The Audio And Video 

Of The Infamous Tapper-Trump Exchange On The Ku Klux Klan Will Play A 
Hundred Thousand Times On Cable And Who Knows How Many Million Times 

On Social Media.

There Are A Number Of People Who Claim That Mr Trump Is A CON MAN, A 
FAKE.  There Is Indeed Evidence Of That.  Mr Trump Has Changed His Positions



Not Just Over The Years, But Over The Course Of The Campaign, And On The 
Ku Klux Klan, Daily For Three Days In A Row.

We Will Only Really Know If He Is The Real Deal [Ed. Note: Right!] If He 
Releases His Tax Returns And The Tape Of His Interview With The New York 

Times.  I Predict That There Are More Bombshells In His Tax Returns.  I Predict
That He Doesn’t Give Much If Anything To The Disabled And To Our Veterans.

I Predict That He Doesn’t That He Told The New York Times That His 
Immigration Talk Is Just That: Talk.  And I Predict That Despite His Promise To 

Do So, First Made Over A Year Ago, He Will Never Ever Release His Tax Returns.  
Never.  Not The Returns Under Audit, Not Even The Returns That Are No 

Longer Being Audited.  He Has Too Much Too Hide.  Nor Will He Authorize The 
Times To Release The Tapes.  If I’m Right, You Will Have All The Proof You Need 

To Know That Donald Trump Is A Phony.

Attacking Me As He Surely Will Won’t Prove Him Any Less Of A Phony.  It’s 
Entirely In His Hands To Prove Me Wrong.  All He Has To Do Is To Release His 

Back Taxes Like He Promised He Would, And Let Us Hear What He Said Behind 
Closed Doors To The New York Times.

Ronald Reagan Used To Quote A Scottish Philosopher Who Predicted That 
Democracies And Civilization Couldn’t Last More Than About 200 Years.



John Adams Wrote This: “Remember, Democracy Never Lasts Long.  It Soon 
Wastes, Exhausts, And Murders Itself.  There Never Was A Democracy Yet That 

Did Not Commit Suicide.”  I Believe That America Has Proven These Dire 
Predictions Wrong For Two Reasons.  

First, We Have Been Blessed With Great Presidents, With Giants Among Us.  
[Ed.Note: Quite So.]  Men Of Character, Integrity And Selflessness Have Led Our 
Nation Have Led Our Nation From Its Very Beginning.  None Were Perfect: Each
Surely Made Mistakes.  But In Every Case, They Acted Out Of The Desire To Do 

What Was Right For America And For Freedom.

The Second Reason Is Because We Are Blessed With A Great People, People Who 
At Every Critical Moment Of Choosing Have Put The Interests Of The Country 

Above Their Own.

These Two Things Are Related: Our Presidents Time And Again Have Called On 
Us To Rise To The Occasion.  John F Kennedy Asked Us To Consider What We 

Could Do For Our Country.  Lincoln Drew Upon The Better Angels Of Our 
Nature To Save The Union.

I Understand The Anger Americans Feel Today.  In The Past, Our Presidents 
Have Channeled That Anger, And Forged It Into Resolve, Into Endurance And



High Purpose, And Into The Will To Defeat The Enemies Of Freedom.  Our 
Anger Was Transformed Into Energy Directed For Good.

Mr Trump Is Directing Our Anger For Less Than Noble Purposes.  HE CREATES 
SCAPEGOATS OF MUSLIMS AND MEXICAN IMMIGRANTS, HE CALLS FOR 
THE USE TORTURE AND FOR KILLING THE INNOCENT CHILDREN AND 
FAMILY OF TERRORISTS.  HE CHEERS ASSAULTS ON PROTESTORS.  HE 

APPLAUDS THE PROSPECT OF TWISTING THE CONSTITUTION TO LIMIT 
FIRST AMENDMENT FREEDOM OF THE PRESS.  THIS IS THE VERY BRAND 

OF ANGER THAT HAS LED OTHER NATIONS INTO THE ABYSS.

Here’s What I Know.  DONALD TRUMP IS A PHONY, A FRAUD.  His 
Promises Are As Worthless As A Degree From TRUMP UNIVERSITY.  He Is 

Playing The American Public For Suckers: He Gets A Free Ride To The White 
House And All We Get Is A Lousy Hat.

His Domestic Policies Would Lead To Recession.  His Foreign Policies Would 
Make America And The World Less Safe.  He Has Neither The Temperament Nor 

The Judgment To Be President.  And His Personal Qualities Would Mean That 
America Would Cease To Be A Shining City On A Hill.



America Has Greatness Ahead.  This Is A Time For Choosing.
God Bless Us To Choose A Nominee Who Will Make That Vision A Reality.
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