A Chief Architect Of Project 2025 Is Ready To Shock Washington
If Donald Trump Wins A Second Term
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Russell Vought Sounds Like A General Marshaling Troops For Combat When He Talks
About Taming “A Woke And Weaponized” Federal Government.

He Recently Described Political Opposition As “Enemy Fire That’s Coming Over The
Target,” While Urging Allies To Be “Fearless At The Point Of Attack” And Calling His
Proposals “Battle Plans.”

If Former President Donald Trump Wins A Second Term In November, Vought May Get
The Opportunity To Go On The Offensive.

A Chief Architect Of Project 2025 — The Controversial Conservative Blueprint To Remake
The Federal Government — Vought Is Likely To Be Appointed To A High-Ranking Post In
A Second Trump Administration. And He’s Been Drafting A So-Far Secret “180-Day
Transition Playbook” To Speed The Plan’s Implementation To Avoid A Repeat Of The
Chaotic Start That Dogged Trump’s First Term.



Among The Small Cadre Of Trump Advisers Who Has A Mechanic’s Understanding Of
How Washington Operates, Vought Has Advised Influential Conservative Lawmakers On
Capitol Hill, Held A Top Post In The Trump White House And Later Established His Own

Pro-Trump Think Tank. Now, He’s Being Mentioned As A Candidate To Be Trump’s
White House Chief Of Staff, One Of The Most Powerful Positions In Government.

“If We Don’t Have Courage, Then We Will Step Away From The Battle,” Vought Said In
June On Former Trump Aide Steve Bannon’s “War Room” Podcast. “But Our View Is
That's Where The Country Needs Us, And We're Not Going To Save Our Country
Without A Little Confrontation.

Conservative Blueprint To Change Government

Led By The Heritage Foundation, A Conservative Think Tank, Project 2025 Is A Detailed
920-Page Handbook For Governing Under The Next Republican Administration. A
Whirlwind Of Hard-Right Ambitions, Its Proposals Range From Ousting Thousands Of
Civil Servants And Replacing Them With Trump Loyalists To Reversing The Food And
Drug Administration’s Approval Of MEDICATIONS USED IN ABORTIONS.
Democrats For Months Have Been Using Project 2025 To Hammer Trump And Other
Republicans, Arguing To Voters That It Represents The Former President’s True — And




Extreme — Agenda.

Trump In Recent Weeks Has Sought To Distance Himself From Project 2025. He Posted
On Social Media He Has Not Seen The Plan And Has “No Idea Who Is In Charge Of It,
And, Unlike Our Very Well Received Republican Platform, Had Nothing To Do With It.”

His Campaign Said Tuesday That Project 2025’s “Demise Would Be Greatly Welcomed.”
That Same Day, Paul Dans, The Project’s Executive Director And A Former Trump

Administration Personnel Official, Stepped Down.

Trump’s Attempts To Reject The Blueprint Are Complicated By The Connections He Has
With Many Of Its Contributors. More Than Two Dozen Authors Served In His

Administration, Including Vought, Who Was Director Of The White House’s Office Of
Management And Budget.

The Trump Did Not Respond To Questions About Which Project 2025 Proposals The
Former President Opposes Or Whether Vought Would Be Offered A High-Level
Government Position In A New Trump Term.

Vought Did Not Respond To An Interview Request Or To Questions Emailed In February
To His Think Tank, The Center For Renewing America Which Played A Key Role In




Creating Project 2025.

Those Who Know Vought Described Him As Fiercely Dedicated To Trump’s Cause, If Not
To The Former President Himself.

“A Very Determined Warrior Is How I Would See Russ,” Said A Former Trump
Administration Official Who Worked With Vought In The White House And Requested
Anonymity To Speak Candidly About Him. “I Don’t Think He Thinks About Whether Or

Not He Likes Donald Trump As A Person. I Think He Likes What Donald Trump
Represents In Terms Of The Political Forces He’s Able To Harness.

Washington Insider

Born In New York And Raised In Connecticut, Vought Has Described His Family As Blue
Collar. His Parents Were Devout Christians. Vought’s Father, A Marine Corps Veteran,
Was A Union Electrician And His Mother Was A Schoolteacher.

Vought's Father, Nicknamed Turk, Didn’t Stand For Idleness Or Waste. Mark
Maliszewski, An Electrician Who Knew Him, Recalled That After A Job Turk Vought
Would Scold His Co-Workers If The Tossed Out Still Usable Material.



“He’d Go Over And Kick The Garbage Can,” Maliszewski Said. “He’d Say: “What Is This?
If Those Were Quarters Or Dollars In That Garbage Can, You’d Be Picking Them Up.””

Russell Vought Graduated in 1998 From Wheaton College, A Christian School In Illinois
That Counts The Famed Evangelist Billy Graham Among Its Alumni. He Moved To
Washington To Work For Republicans Who Championed Fiscal Austerity And Small

Government.

“I Worked With A Lot Of Different Staff People And As Far As Work Ethic, Tenacity,
Intellect, Knowledge (And) Commitment To Principle, Russell Was One Of The More
Impressive People I Worked With,” Said Former GOP Rep. Jeb Hensarling Of Texas, Who
Hired Vought In 2003.

After Honing His Credentials As A Fiscal Hawk, Vought Was Named Policy Director Of
The House Republican Conference, The Party’s Primary Messaging Platform Chaired At
The Time By Then-Rep. Mike Pence, Who Went On To Serve As Indiana Governor And
Trump’s Vice President.

Vought Left Capitol Hill For A Lobbying Organization Attached To The Heritage
Foundation. When Trump Was Elected, Vought Became OMB’s Deputy Director.



His Confirmation Hearing Was Contentious. Liberal Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders
Accused Him Of Using Islamophobic Language When He Wrote In 2016 That Muslims Do

Not Know God Because They Have Rejected Jesus Christ His Son, And They Stand
Condemned.”

Vought Told Senators His Remarks Were Taken Out Of Context And Said He Respected
The Right Of Every Person To Express Their Religious Beliefs.

The Senate Confirmed Him To Be OMB’s No. 2 By A Single Vote. He Became Acting
Director In Early 2019 After His Boss, Mick Mulvaney, Was Named Trump’s Acting Chief
Of Staff. Vought Was Confirmed As OMB Director A Year And A Half Later As The
COVID-19 Pandemic Was Sweeping The Globe.

OMB Is A Typically Sedate Office That Builds The President’s Budget And Reviews
Regulations. But With Vought At The Helm, OMB Was At The Center Of Showdowns
Between Trump And Congress Over Federal Spending And The Legal Bounds Of
Presidential Power.

After Lawmakers Refused To Give Trump More Money For His Southern U.S. Border
Wall, The Budget Office Siphoned Billions Of Dollars From The Pentagon And Treasury
Department Budgets To Pay For It.



Under Vought, OMB Also Withheld Military Aid To Ukraine As Trump Pressured
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy To Investigate President Joe Biden And His Son. Vought

Refused To Comply With A Congressional Demand To Depose Him During The
Subsequent Democrat-Led House Investigation That Led To Trump’s First Impeachment.
The Inquiry, Vought Said, Was A Sham.

Following Trump’s Exit From The White House, Vought Formed The Center For
Renewing America. The Organization’s Mission Is To Be “The Tip Of The America First
Spear” And “To Renew A Consensus That America Is A Nation Under God.”

Vought Has Defended The Concept Of Christian Nationalism, Which Is A Fusion Of
American And Christian Values, Symbols And Identity. Christian Nationalism, He Wrote

Three Years Ago, “Is A Commitment To An Institutional Separation Between Church And
State, But Not The Separation Of Christianity From Its Influence On Government And
Society.”

The Only Way To Return America To The Country The Founding Fathers Envisioned Is
“Radical Constitutionalism,” Vought Said On Bannon’s Podcast. That Means Ensuring

Control Of The Executive Branch Rests Solely With The President, Not A Vast Federal
Bureaucracy.



Anticipating The Fights To Achieve This, Trump’s Backers Need To Be “Fearless, Faithful
And Frugal In Everything We Do,” He Said.

A Declaration Of Less Independence

Vought's Center Was Part Of A Coalition Of Conservative Organizations, Organized By
The Heritage Foundation, That Launched Project 2025 And Crafted A Detailed Plan For
Governing In The Next Republican Administration.

The Project’s Public-Facing Document, “Mandate For Leadership,” Examined Nearly
Every Corner Of The Federal Government And Urged Reforms Large And Small To Bridle
A “Behemoth” Bureaucracy.

Project 2025 Calls For The U.S. Education Department To Be Shuttered, And The
Homeland Security Department Dismantled, With Its Various Parts Absorbed By Other
Federal Offices. Diversion, Inclusion And Equity Programs Would Be Gutted.
Promotions In The U.S. Military To General Or Admiral Would Go Under A Microscope
To Ensure Candidates Haven't Prioritized Issues Like Climate Change Or Critical
RaceTheory.



The Blueprint Also Recommends Reviving A Trump-Era Personnel Policy That Seeks To
Reclassify Tens Of Thousands Of Federal Workers As Political Appointees, Which Could
Enable Mass Dismissals.

Ruth Ben-Ghiat, A New York University History Professor And Author Of “Strongmen:

Mussolini To The Present,” Criticized Project 2025 As “A Recipe For Mass Chaos, Abuses
Of Power, And Dysfunction In Government.”

The Overarching Theme Of Project 2025 Is To Strip Down The “Administrative State.”
This, According To The Blueprint, Is The Mass Of Unelected Government Officials Who
Pursue Policy Agendas At Odds With The President’s Plans.

In His Public Comments And In A Project 2025 Chapter He Wrote, Vought Has Said That
No Executive Branch Department Or Agency, Including The Justice Department, Should
Operate Outside The President’s Authority.

“The Whole Notion Of Independent Agencies Is Anathema From The Standpoint Of The
Constitution,” Vought Said During A Recent Appearance On The Fox Business Network.

Critics Warn This May Leave The Justice Department And Other Investigative Agencies
Vulnerable To A President Who Might Pressure Them To Punish Or Probe A Political Foe.



Trump, Who Has Faced Four Separate Prosecutions, Has Threatened Retribution Against
Biden And Other Perceived Enemies.

Diminishing The Justice Department’s Independence Would Be A “Radically Bad Idea,”
Said Paul Coggins, Past President Of The National Association Of Former U.S. Attorneys.

“No President Deserves To Sic The Justice Department On His Political Enemies, Or,
Frankly, To Pull The Justice Department Off His Political Friends,” He Said.

It Is Not Clear What Job Vought Might Get In A Second Trump Administration. He Could
Return As OMB Director, The Job He Held At The End Of Trump’s Presidency, Or An
Even Higher-Ranking Post.

“Russ Would Make A Really, Really Good (White House) Chief Of Staff,” Mulvaney Said.
Whatever The Position, Vought Is Expected To Be One Of Trump’s Top Field Commanders

In His Campaign To Dominate Washington.
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