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Millions Vote For A Candidate, Propelling Him To Victory.  Before The Voters’ Decision Is 
Formally Certified, People Who Don’t Like The Outcome Demand That The Election Results 
Be Thrown Out And A Different Candidate Selected In A Closed Process.  That Was America 

On January 6, 2021.  And Now, Some In The Democratic Party Want To Follow A Similar 
Script.  

The Democratic Party Held 57 Primaries And Caucuses; Voters In All 50 States, The District Of 
Columbia, And Five U.S. Territories Had Their Say, As Did Democrats Abroad.  Joe Biden Won 

87 Percent Of The Total Vote.  He Lost One Contest, In America Samoa, To The Little-Known 
Jason Palmer.  Suddenly, There Are Cities In The Democratic Party That, As Goes A Single 

Territorial Caucus, So Should The Nation.

I Worked In Five Presidential Campaigns For Republicans And Helped Elect Republican 
Senators And Governors In More Than Half Of The Country.  For Decades, I Made Ads 

Attacking The Democratic Party.  But In All Those Years, I Never Saw Anything As Ridiculous 
As The Push, In The Aftermath Of Last Week’s Debate, To Replace Joe Biden As The 



Democratic Nominee.  For Many In The Party, The Event Raised Genuine Concerns About The 
Incumbent’s Fitness For A New Term.  But A President’s Record Makes A Better Basis For 

Judgment Than A 90-Minute Broadcast Does. Biden Has A Capable Vice President, Should He 
Truly Become Unable To Serve.  The Standard For Passing Over Democratic Voters’ Preferred 

Nominee Should Be Extraordinarily High — And Has Not Been Met.

The Fundamental Danger Of Donald Trump Is That He’s An Autocrat Who Refuses To Accept 
The Will Of The Voters.  So The Proper Response Is To Throw Out Millions Of Votes, Dump 

The Overwhelming Choice, And Replace Him With Someone Selected By A Handful Of 
Insiders.  What Will The Message Be: “Our Usurper Is Better Than Your Usurper”?

What Is It About The Democratic Party That Engenders This Kind Of Self-Doubt And Fear?  At 
A Moment When Democrats’ Instinct Should Mirror What Biden Declared In A Rally The Day 
After The Debate — “When You Knocked Down, You Get Back Up” — Some In The Party Are 

Seized By The Urge To Run, Not Fight.  Think About How This Would Look: Hey, I Guess 
Donald Trump Is Right; Our Guy Isn’t Fit To Be President.  We’ll Give It Another Shot.  Trust us, 

We’ll Get It Right Eventually. 

Madness.

After Decades Of Losing The Image Wars As Republicans Positioned Themselves As The 
“Party Of Strength,” Democrats Are On The Verge Of A Historic Self-Redefinition.  When 



Biden Traveled To Ukraine, He Became The First President To Visit An Allied War Zone Not 
Controlled By U.S. Troops.  A Democratic Speaker Of The House, Nancy Pelosi, Defied China 

And Visited Taiwan.  A Republican Party That Was Once Defined By Ronald Reagan 
Demanding “Mr Gorbachev, Tear Down This Wall” Is Now The Beating Heart Of The Pro-
Vladimir Putin Movement, Led By A Former President Elected With The Russian Dictator’s 

Help.  

For Generations, Republicans Succeeded In Labeling Democrats The “Blame America First” 
Party.  Today, It’s The Republican Nominee Who Calls America A “Third-World Nation… An 
Uncivilized Country.”  Republicans Used To Describe Democrats As “Victim Shoppers” Who 
Always Hold Others At Fault Instead Of Accepting Personal Responsibility.  Donald Trump 

Sees America As A Nation Of Victims, With Powerful Forces Taking Advantage Of Our 
Weakness.  As President, Trump LABELED CANADA A NATIONAL-SECURITY THREAT.

Really?  PICTURE THE HORROR: AN INVADING ARMY OF CANUCKS DRIVING 
SNOWMOBILES OVER THE BORDER TO THE MARTIAL SOUNDTRACK OF CELINE 
DION. [Ed. Note: Great Compassion And Admiration For Ms Dion And The Grace And 
Openness With Which She Has Dealt With That Awful Affliction Known As “Stiff Body 

Syndrome.”

Given A Huge Opportunity To Project More Self-Assurance Than Trump’s Republicans, These 
Dump Biden Democrats Would Ensure That Their Party Once Again Slips Back Into The 

Quicksand Of Doubt And Second-Guessing.  No Major Political Party Has Thrown A 



Presidential Nominee Overboard, So Leave It Up To Some Geniuses In The Democratic Party 
To Hatch A Scheme To Make History.

What Makes Them Believe That Replacing Biden Increases The Chances Of Defeating Trump?  
How Many Times Have Candidates With Impressive State-Level Records Crashed And Burned  

In A Presidential Race?  The Last Time A Party Held Onto The White House Without The 
Benefits Of Incumbency Was 36 Years Ago.  Recent Polls Show None Of The Fantasy 

Replacement Democrats Beating Trump.  There Are Polls Showing Biden Defeating Trump.  
Say What You Will About The Biden Campaign’s Organization, But Four Years Ago It Defeated 

An Incumbent President — No Easy Thing.

Clearly, Something Was Off Inside The Biden Campaign That Allowed This Debate Debacle To 
Occur, [Ed. Note: One Need Look No Further Than Klain; A Vastly Overrated Prick.] Starting 
With The Choice Even To Debate Trump.  The Biden Team Easily Could Have Insisted, As A 
Precondition For A Debate, THAT TRUMP FIRST PUBLICLY ACKNOWLEDGE THAT HE’S 

RUNNING AGAINST A LEGALLY ELECTED PRESIDENT WHO WON A FAIR VOTE.  Also, 
Why Did Biden Look Like An Undertaker Had Done His Makeup?  But Those Breakdowns Do 

Not Negate The Substantial Evidence That The Biden Campaign Knows How To Defeat 
Trump.  Do Democrats Really Want To Throw That Aside And Reconstruct A Campaign From 

Scratch Months Before An Existential Election?

Presidential Campaigns Are Billion-Dollar Businesses Open To Customers For A Limited Time. 



Right Now, Democrats Have A Huge Advantage Over A GOP Apparatus Gutted By Trump In 
A Power Play That Installed His Daughter-In-Law [Ed. Note: A Bonafide Twit To Be Sure.] As 

Co-Chair Of The Republican National Committee.  What Are The Dump Biden Democrats 
Thinking?  That Trump’s Mob-Boss Takeover Of His Party Gave Them An Unfair Edge, So It’s 

Only Sporting For Them To Emulate Him?

Trump Is The Candidate Of Chaos, Uncertainty, And Erratic Behavior.  Democrats Can Win A 
Race Against Him By Offering Americans The Opposite: Steady, Calm, And Confident 

Leadership.  Joe Biden Has Provided That.  His Record Is Arguably The Most Impressive Of 
Any First-Term President Since World War II.  My Advice To Democrats: RUN ON THAT 
RECORD; DON’T RUN FROM ONE BAD DEBATE.  SHOW A LITTLE SWAGGER, NOT 

TIMIDITY.  FORGET ALL THIS DUMP BIDEN NONSENSE AND SEIZE THE DAY.  NOW IS 
THE WORST TIME TO FLINCH.  YOUR COUNTRY NEEDS STRENGTH.  

YOU CAN CRUSH DONALD TRUMP, BUT ONLY IF YOU FIGHT
###
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[Ed. Note: Mr Stevens Is A Former High-Level GOP Political Operative With An Impressive Record Of Accomplishment.
He Has Written Some Eight Books Since The Late 80s.  Mr Stevens’s Most Important Books In This Moment Are: It Was All 
A Lie: How The Republican Party Became Donald Trump. (Vintage, August 2020) And, The Conspiracy To End America: 



Five Ways My Old Party Is Driving Our Democracy To Autocracy.  (Twelve, October 2023).  I’ve Read It Was All A Lie.  It’s An 
Important And Enlightening Read.  The Conspiracy To End America I’ve Not Read.  That Said, I’ve No Doubt That It, Too, Is 
An Important Worthwhile Read. 

As For The Various Arguments He Makes In His Well-Considered Essay — Some Of Which I Found Quite Compelling — 
Whether Biden Can (Or Should) Stay In The Race Will Turn On Two Dynamics: (1) Can The Campaign And The 
Democratic Establishment Staunch The Bleeding Of Support That Highly Credible Polling Is Reporting And, (2) Can 
Biden Consistently Perform In A Manner That Is Credible And Reassuring To Voters From Now To Election Day? — 
Especially Those Critical Persuadables.  

If The President Should Stumble Out On The Stump (Think Dole ’96) Or Experience A McConnell-Like Series Of Freezes 
In Interactions With The Press, Then What?  To Continue On With Biden Is An Incredibly High-Risk Endeavor Which I 
Would Still Prefer To Avoid In Favor Of Another Candidate.  I Do Not Wish To Have A Ticket Booked For Me On The 
SS Biden/Titanic.  Stevens Is Quite Correct To Note That To Change Horses Is At This Very Late Date Is A Risky Logistical 
And Practical Proposition.  That Said, The Democratic Party et al. Had Damn Well Invest The Money And Resources 
ASAP To Have A Credible PLAN B At The Ready If Biden Cannot Continue On.  I’ve Never Been A “Glass Half Full” 
Dude.  Thus, I Can Well Foresee The Possibility Of A Calamitous Turn Of Events Where,  “We” (The Left),  Before 
Summer’s End, Are Runnin’ ‘Round With Our Hair & Ass Simultaneously On Fire.  But Not-To-Worry, The Stakes Are 

Only, Truly, E-X-I-S-T-E-N-T-I-A-L.  So, … “Don’t Worry, Be Hyappy.”]

————————————————————————————

And, Finally, Mercifully, Being A Lifelong Democrat Has Been One Of The Most Frustrating, Exasperating Experiences Of 
My Life —  And I’ve Been Married and Divorced Three Times.  But It’s All Good As I Subsequently Discovered The Many 

Splendored Joys & Benefits Of A Pfuck Buddy Relationship.  Cannot Recommend It Highly Enough.  Cheers, Peeple!    


