The Quiet Collapse Of Four Key State Republican Parties
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On The Menu Today: The Seemingly Frozen-In-Amber GOP Presidential Primary Is Getting Most Of The Attention
And Headlines, But Under The Radar, In At Least A Quartet Of Key States, The State Republican Parties Are Collapsing,
Going Broke And Devolving Into Infighting Little Fiefdoms. Even Worse For The GOP, These Aren’t Just Any States —
Arizona, Colorado, Michigan, And Minnesota All Rank As Either Key Swing States Or Once-Purple States That Would Be
Tantalizing Targets In A Good Year. Meanwhile, The Georgia State Republican Party Is Spending A Small Fortune On The
Legal Fees Of Those “Alternate” Republican Electors From The 2020 Presidential Election. If Republicans With The
Results Of The 2024 Elections — For The Fourth Straight Cycle, Mind You — A Key Factor Will Be The Replacement Of
Competent, Boring, Regular State-Party Officials With Quite Exciting, Blustering Nutjobs Who Have Little Or No Interest
In The Basics Of Successfully Managing A State Party Or The Basic Blocking And Tackling Involved In Helping GOP
Candidates Win Elections.

Crumbling State Republican Parties

When A Political Party Adopts A Mindset That Prioritizes Loyalty To A Particular Figure — In This Case, Donald Trump,
Over All Other Traits, Eventually It Tends To Run Low On Those Other Traits. We See The Consequences Of This
Mentality In The Condition Of Several State Republican Parties.

In Arizona:

The Arizona Republican Party Picked A Bad Time To Run Out Of Money.

There Are Two Competitive House Seats On The Line As Republicans Are Looking To Defend Their Slim Majority In The
Lower Chamber Next Year. Not To Mention, Arizona Is Going To Be A Major Swing State In The 2024 Presidential
Election.



But The State GOP Has Just Over $23,000 In Cash On Hand In Its Federal Account, According To Federal Filings, And
Roughly $144,000 According To Their [Second Quarter] State Filing. That Pales In Comparison To State Parties In Places
Like Wisconsin And Ohio, Where Both Had More Than $1 Million In Cash On Hand At The End Of The Most Recent

Quarter.
In Colorado:

In The Wake Of The Vote In Congress To Raise The Debt Ceiling, [State Republican Chair Dave] Williams Delivered A
Strident Attack On All Republicans Who Voted For The Measure, And Specifically His Former Primary Opponent,
Republican U.S. Rep Doug Lamborn (He Lost To Lamborn Last Year By 18 Points).

In A Blast Email, He Basically Called Lamborn A Liar And A Hypocrite And Said “Colorado Republicans Are Fed Up
With Say-Anything Politicians Like Doug Lamborn...”

This Is Not Only Wildly Inappropriate For A Party Chair But Seems Utterly Unmoored From Any Serious Strategy To
Build A Robust, Statewide Election-Winning Organization. In Fact, He Included A Plea For Donations At The End Of The
Anti-GOP Email By Touting His Efforts To “Put The Democrats On Defense.”

Also In Colorado:

Stolen Election Conspiracist Dave Williams, The New State Chairman, Has Announced The Colorado Republican State
Central Committee (CRC) Will Vote On August 5 On Whether To Cancel The 2024 Republican Primary Election. And To
Accomplish This Act Of Political Suicide, They Want To Make A Change In The Committee’s Voting Rules That Would
Make The Old Soviet Politburo Proud.

Voters Passed Proposition 108 In 2016 Which Allows Unaffiliated Voters To Vote In The Primary Election Of Their Choice.



Unaffiliated Voters Receive Both Parties’ Primary Ballots In The Mail And They Can Choose One. Voting In Both
Primaries Nullifies Both Ballots.

In Minnesota:

Recent Filings With The Federal Election Commission (FEC) Reveal That Minnesota’s Republican Party Is Financially
Struggling, With Barely $54 Cash On Hand. Additionally, The State GOP Has More Than $335,000 In Debt, According To
The FEC Paperwork Filed In Late June.

In Michigan:

At Least Four County Parties In Michigan Have Been At Open War With Themselves, With Members Suing One Another
Or Putting Forward Competing Slates That Claim To Be In Charge. The Night Before An April State Party Meeting, Two
GOP Officials Got Into A Physical Altercation In A Hotel Bar Over An Attempt To Expel Members. The State Party’s New
Chairwoman, Kristina Karamo, Has Struggled To Raise Money And Abandoned The Party’s Longtime Headquarters.

Also In Michigan:

The Michigan Republican Party Has About $93,000 In Its Bank Accounts 16 Months Before The November 2024
Presidential Election, A GOP Insiders Said Paints An Alarming Financial Picture For A Political Party That Had Full
Control Of State Government Five Years Ago.

And We Might Even Throw In What's Going On Down In Georgia:

The Georgia GOP Spent More In The First Six Months Of 2023 Than It Paid Out In All Of 2022 To Represent “Alternate”
Republican Electors Targeted Amid Fulton County’s Probe Into Whether Donald Trump And His Allies Committed
Crimes While Trying To Overturn His 2020 Defeat.



Newly Filed Campaign Disclosures Show That The Party Paid Out More Than $520,000 In Legal Expenses In The First Six
Months Of 2023. That’s About 75% More Than What Was Paid Out In 2022 And Five Times What The Party Spent For
Legal Expenses In 2021, According To Disclosures.

More Than $340,000 Of That Went To Defend Fake Electors Who Are Possible Targets In The Fulton County Probe. Fulton
County District Attorney Fani Willis Is Expected To Announce Indictments In The Case In August. It's Unclear Whether
Any Of The Fake Electors Will Face Charges...

The Party Raised $722,000 During The Previous Six Months, Through June 30, So A Large Chunk Of What It Took In Went
For Legal Expenses. It Still Listed Having Nearly $1.4 Million Banked.

As Our Scott Howard Observed, “For The Price Of A New Xbox Game, You, Too, Can Own Your Own State Party.”
Hey, It's Not Like Republicans Wanted To Compete In Arizona, Colorado, Michigan, And Minnesota in 2024, Right?
And When Has Georgia Ever Turned Out To Be Key To Republican Hopes In An Election?

In These States, We Are Seeing The Self-Marginalization Of The Republican Party. No Outside Force Came Along And
Forced These State Parties To Spend Money, Alienate Traditional Supporters And Donors, Pick Nasty Fights With Their

Own Lawmakers, Turn Loyalty To Trump Into The Preeminent Litmus Test On All Issues And Disputes, And Alienate
And Repel Once-Persuadable Swing Voters. No, The People Who Took Over These Parties Chose This Path.

Yes, The Pre-Trump Republican Party Had Its Faults, And There’s No Getting Around That. Perhaps You Remember It As
Being Boring, Stuffy, And Predictable, With State And Local Parties Largely Being Run By Nice Old Ladies Who Liked To
Wear Big Hats. But Those Allegedly Boring Types Also Tended To Get The Basics Right: Get More Money Coming In
Than Is Going Out, PayAttention To Down-Ballot Races, And Avoid Infighting And Messy Public Squabbles. Prudence,
Diligence, Coalition-Building, And Cooperation — Sure, Those Traits Might Not Quicken Your Pulse, But They Are
Required To Get The Job Done. You Cannot Bellow, Snarl, Table-Pound, And Rage Your Way To An Effective State Or
Local Party Organization.



Again, The Pre-Trump GOP State Parties weren’t Perfect, And They Lost Some Races They Ought To Have Won. But They
Also Managed To Win A Bunch Of Races In States That Now Seem Utterly Repelled By The Modern Republican Party.
In 2014, The Arizona Republicans Trounced Democrats Up And Down The Ballot; Now, Democrats Hold The Top Three
Statewide Offices And The GOP Is Hanging On To The State Legislative Chambers By Its Fingernails. That Same Year In
Colorado, Republican Cory Gardner Won A Hard-Fought Senate Race, And Republicans Won The Attorney General,
Secretary Of State, And Treasurer Races. Last Year, Colorado Voters Reelected The State’s Democratic Governor,
Jared Polis, By 19 Percentage Points, Reelected Its Democratic U.S. Senator, Michael Bennet, By 14 Percentage Points, Gave
Democrats Expanded Legislative Majorities, And Handed Easy Victories To Many Down-Ballot Democratic Candidates.

In 2014 In Michigan, GOP Governor Rick Snyder Won Reelection, As Did Secretary Of State Ruth Johnson And Attorney
General Bill Schuette, And Republicans Added Seats To Their In The State House And The State Senate. Today,
Democrats Hold All The Statewide Offices And Narrow Majorities In Both Chambers.

In 2014 In Minnesota, The Statewide Races Were A Disappointment For Republicans, But The State GOP Actually Won A
Majority In The State House, Picking Up Eleven Seats To Bring Its Total To 72. Today, Minnesota Republicans Have Just
64 Seats In The State House.

The Modern, Very Trumpy Republican Party Attracts Certain People And Repels Certain People. It Attracts People With
Passion, A Sense That The Fate Of The Country Is At Stake, An Eagerness To Denounce Any Republican Official They
Deem Insufficiently Devoted To The Cause. They Also Adamantly Insist That The 2020 Election Was Stolen And See
Conspiracies At Work Everywhere. This Same Party Repels The Old Guard And Anyone With The Old Guard’s Positive
Traits.

These State Party Leaders Are Not Interested In Attracting The Votes Of Anyone They Deem Insufficiently Dedicated To
The MAGA Vision. That Includes A Lot Of Suburbanites, White-Collar Professionals, Soccer Moms — The Kinds Of
Voters Who Are Fine With Voting For The Likes Of Virginia Governor Glenn Youngkin, Georgia Governor Brian Kemp
(Who’s At Odds With The Leaders Of His State’s GOP), Ohio Governor Mike DeWine, lowa Governor Kim Reynolds,



And New Hampshire Governor Chris Sununu. Sometimes You Hear This Rejection Of Past Republican Voters Expressed
Explicitly, As When Kari Lake Declared At A Rally Shortly Before The 2022 Arizona Gubernatorial Election,

“We Don’t Have Any McCain Republicans In Here, Do We? Get The Hell Out!”

A Movement Driven By A Sense Of A Culture War Requires Enemies, And A Lot Of Members Of The MAGA Crowd Are
Perfectly Happy To Cast The Old Republican Base Of Boring, Sensible, Prudent Suburbanites As One Of Its Many
Enemies.

Unsurprisingly, Those Voters Start To Leave The Party, Both Formally And Informally, And They Close Checkbooks.
When The Lunatics Come In, The Sane People Want To Leave.

The MAGA Crowd Now Running These State Parties Insisted They Didn’t Need Anyone Else.
And Now We See Where That Got Them.

s

Rebuttal Statement By McPresident Donald ] Trump

Can You Believe This Litany Of “Fake News” By This RINO-Supported Bunch At The Failing
NATIONAL REVIEW? We Are Winning Like Never Before! They Damned Well Know That
Our Beloved MAGA Patriot Movement Is THE GREATEST Political Movement E-V-E-R!!!

It Has Been The Singular Honor Of My Life To Lead My Beloved Freedom-Loving Patriots In Our EPIC Battle Against
Those Radical America-Hating Democrats And Their Soros-Led Elitists — Americans In Name Only AINOs!!!
My Legion Of All-In Committed TrumpTurds, MAGA Morons, And MilitiaMonkey Patriots Are The Best! I L-O-V-E You!



