Interview — Sen. Lindsey Graham On Face The Nation — June 9, 2024

MARGARET BRENNAN: I Know You Were At Those D-Day Remembrances Earlier In
The Week, And You Met With President Zelensky As Well. He Has Asked For More
Training For His Forces, And For That To Happen Faster And Inside Of Ukraine. Do You
Support The U.S. Doing That?

SENATOR GRAHAM: Yes, I Do Support Us Training Inside The Country. You Know, The
Delay In Weapons Because Of House Inaction, We Did Lose Momentum. But From The
Very Beginning, The Biden Administration, They Did Not Impose Pre-Invasion Sanctions
To Deter Putin. They Didn’t Give Weapons To Ukraine Early On To Deter Putin. And
Now We've Got A Chance To Reset This War That They Have The Weapons. Here’s What
He Wanted Most Of All, For Us To Go After The Russian Assets All Over The World, Take
The Money From The Sovereign Wealth Funds Of Russia And Give It To Ukraine. There’s
$300 Billion Sitting In Europe From Russian Sovereign Wealth, Assets That We Should
Seize And Give To Ukraine. We Have Russian Money In America We Should Seize. WE
SHOULD MAKE RUSSIA A STATE SPONSOR OF TERRORISM UNDER U.S. LAW.
When I Suggested That To President Zelensky, He Lit Up Like A Christmas Tree. Making
Russia A State Sponsor Of U.S.-State Sponsor Of Terrorism Under U.S. Law Would Be A
Very Big Blow To Russia.

Right. I Don’t Know That The Biden Administration Would Sign Off On That, Though,
But In Terms Of What You Just Mentioned, With ...



They Won't.

With The Assets, President Biden Did Say This Morning He Had Reached An Agreement
With President Macron Of France On The Use Of Profits From Those Frozen Russian
Assets To Help Ukraine. I Know The Europeans Haven’t Wanted To Go Ahead And Seize
Assets Because It Would Hurt Their Banks.

Well, They — They Want Want To Use The Interest To Help People — Either We're Going
To Help Ukraine Or We're Not. It's Now Time To Give Them The F-16s, Let Them Fly The
Planes, Long Range Artillery To Hit Targets Inside Russia. Go After Putin’s Assets,
Wherever They’re At, All Over The World. Go On The Offensive. I Think This Summer,
Ukraine Will Regain Military Momentum. Everything We’ve Done With Ukraine Has
Been SLOW. IT’S BEEN INDECISIVE. But If We Went After The Assets That Putin Has
All Over The World, Take His Money That’s Stolen From The Russian People, And Help
The Victims In Ukraine, I Think It Would Do A Lot To End This War.

Your Republican Colleague, Senator Tommy Tuberville, Just This Past Week, On Steve
Bannon’s Show That Volodomyr Zelensky Is A Dictator And Unconstitutional. And He
Said This About Vladimir Putin.

SENATOR TOMMY TUBERVILLE: He Doesn’t Want Ukraine. He Doesn’t Europe. Hell,
He — He’s Got Enough Land Of His Own. He Just Wants To Make Sure That He Does
Not Have United States Weapons In Ukraine Pointing At Moscow.



Those Echo Some Russian Talking Points. Senator, I Wonder If Those Remarks From Your
Fellow Senator Represent The GOP?

No, It Represents Him And Him Alone. If You Spent 15 Minutes Studying Putin And
What He Wants, He Wants To Recreate The Russian Empire. HE’S NOT GOING TO STOP
IN UKRAINE. We Celebrated The 80th Anniversary Of D-Day. It Was A Failure. It Was
The Unnecessary War, Described By Winston Churchill. WE HAD A DOZEN CHANCES
TO STOP HITLER. It's Not About NATO. It's Not About American Weapons In Ukraine.
It's About A Megalomaniac Wanting To Create The Russian Empire By Force Of Arms. If
You Don’t Stop Him, There Goes Taiwan. SO WE'VE BEEN SLOW AS HELL OF
HELPING UKRAINE, But Senator Tuberville’s Analysis Really Misses What Putin’s All
About. He’s An Outlier, I Think, In The Republican Party. I Like Him Personally. But
What Did Trump Do To Get The Weapons Flowing? He Created A Loan System. They’re
Sitting On 10 To $12 Trillion Of Critical Minerals In Ukraine. They Could Be The Richest
Country In All Of Europe. I DON'T WANT TO GIVE THAT MONEY AND THOSE
ASSETS TO PUTIN TO SHARE WITH CHINA. IF WE HELP UKRAINE NOW, THEY
CAN BECOME THE BEST BUSINESS PARTNER WE EVER DREAMED OF, THAT 10 TO
$12 TRILLION OF CRITICAL MINERAL ASSETS COULD BE USED BY UKRAINE AND
THE WEST, NOT GIVEN TO PUTIN AND CHINA. THIS IS A VERY BIG DEAL HOW
UKRAINE ENDS. Let’s Help Them Win A War We Can’t Afford To Lose. Let’s Find A
Solution To This War. But They're Sitting On A Gold Mine. To Give Putin 10 Or $12
Trillion For Critical Minerals That He Will Share With China Is Ridiculous.

[Ed. Note: This Interview Continued On Other Foreign Policy Subjects.]



