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Don’t Fall For The Illusion Of Trump’s Strength In Early Polling.  There’s A Reason Democrats Are 
Working Hard To Lure Republicans Into Nominating Him.

It Would Be Way To Premature To Conclude That Former President Donald Trump Has Strangled Florida Governor Ron DeSantis’s 
Candidacy In The Cradle.  DeSantis’s Bid Has Not Even Got To The Cradle Yet — Even As Trump Chooses To Hold Campaign Rallies Rather 

Than Attend To His Civil Rape Trial, All While Frantically Dancing Between The Prosecutorial Raindrops.  The Governor Is Clearly Doing 
Everything A Politician  In His Position Would Do To Prepare A Formal Candidacy, But The Best Case For Him As President Is That He’s 

Inclined To Solving Problems Rather Than Tweeting About Them.  His Best Move Is To Finish The Ongoing Legislative Session And Rack Up 
More Accomplishments.  That Will Take A Few More Weeks.

When DeSantis Does Announce, He’ll Get A Bump.  By Contrast, The Air Is Already Draining — Albeit Too Slowly — Out Of The Trump 
Balloon That Weirdly Inflated Upon His Being Indicted.  The Nomination Race Will Surely Tighten When DeSantis Officially Enters.  He 
May Even Pull Ahead [Ed. Note:  Now There’s A Fantasy.  Governor Meatball Will Never Be Able to Siphon Anywhere Near Enough Of 

Trump’s Legion of Trump Turds, MAGA Morons, Militia Monkey Patriots To Be Seriously Competitive Against The Self-Proclaimed “Very 
Stable Genius.]  That Would Be A Hopeful Sign That Republicans Still Have A Self-Preservation Instinct, But It Would Hardly Be A Lock For 

DeSantis.  He’ll Still Have To Prove Himself On The National Stage.  I Hope He Does, But I Could Also See The Race Taking Unexpected 
Turns — Perhaps A Support Surge For South Carolina senator Tim Scott, An Impossible-To-Dislike Figure Whose Conservative Leanings 

And Compelling Personal Story Could Make Up For His Policy Lightness.

There’s Lots Of Time For All That.

What I Want To Talk About Is The Defect In The Wall Street Journal Polling That Shows Trump Ahead Of DeSantis By 13 Points Among Likely 
GOP Primary Voters, Even Though Those Republicans Give DeSantis Higher Marks Than Trump On Favorability (84-78), On The Likelihood 
Of His Ultimately Beating Biden (41-31), And On His Presidential Temperament (48-28).  Indeed, When The Lens Is Widened To Include All 

Registered Voters In The Survey (i.e., Not Just Republicans), The Same Poll Has The Governor Leading President Biden By Three Points, 
While Trump Trails Biden By The Same Margin.

I Believe We Will Remember This Poll As Trump’s High-Water Mark.  That Should Be A Hint.  What The Poll Fails To Convey Is That There 
Is No Potential Of Upward Climb For The Universally Known Former President.  Donald Trump Cannot Win A National Election.



It Is In The Interests Of The Media-Democratic Complex To Obscure This Fact For Now Because Democrats Desperately Want Trump To Be 
The Republican Nominee.  But The Question For Every Republican Is Not “Trump or DeSantis?”  Nor Is It, “How Would You Vote In A 
Matchup Between Trump And Biden?”  It Is:  “Regardless Of Whether You Would Vote For Trump In A Matchup With The Democratic 

Nominee (Likely Biden), Do You Believe Trump Could Beat The Democratic Nominee In A National Election In Which The Vast Majority Of Voters 
Will Not Be Republicans?”

I Realize That This Is The Point Where I Am Supposed To Nod To The Remorseless Fact That Nothing In Like Is Certain.  Accepting That 
Caveat, I Am Supposed To Concede That If Trump Wins The Republican Nomination, Anything Could Happen, So Of Course He Has a 

Chance To Be Elected President Again.  For Their Own Very Different Reasons, Trump Diehards and Democrats Insist That We Grant This 
Admission, Intended To Admit The Rest Of Us Into Their National Suicide Pact:  Sure-Loser Trump Gets Nominated, Then Barely Compos 

Mentis Biden Romps To A Second Term.

No, I Am Not Playing Along.  At This Point, I Concede Only That We Cannot Say With Certainty Who Will Be Elected President In 
November 2024 — Or Even Who The Nominee Will Be For Either Party.  That Said, I Am As Certain As I Am Writing This That Donald 

Trump Will Never Again Be Elected president Of These United States.

Understand That, While I Could No Longer In Good Conscience Vote For Trump, I Am Not A Trump Hater.  [Ed. Note:  That’s Very 
Disappointing To Know.]  For Eight Years, I Defended Him When I Believed He Had Been Wronged (From The 2016 “Russia Collusion” 
Nonsense Through Alvin Bragg’s Recent Indictment Farce.)  I Have Been A Harsh Critic The Many Times When He Has Deserved It, But 

I’ve Applauded Trump-Administration Policies And, In Particular, His Judicial Nominations.  I Voted For Him Twice.  I Wrote A 
“Trump:Yes” Endorsement in NATIONAL REVIEW’S 2020 Election Issue (In Contrast With Ramesh Ponnuru’s “NO” and Charles C.W. 
Cooke’s “Maybe”, Reluctantly Concluding That Trump’s Incorrigible Flaws Were Worth Abiding As The Price Of Maintaining The Solid 
Governance Of His Republican Subordinates Rather Than Enduring a Democratic Presidency With Biden As A Figurehead And Tool Of 

Woke Progressives.

I Can’t Do That Anymore.  I Believe Trump Should Have Been Impeached On An Array Of High Crimes And Misdemeanors In 2021 (Not 
Just The Ill-Conceived, Politicized “Incitement Of Insurrection” Article Pushed Through By House Democrats), And Then Convicted 

ByThe Senate And Thus Disqualified From Future Public Office.  I Have To Answer For Having Rationalized Trump’s Unfitness For Office, 
To The Extent That His Post-2020-Election Enormities Were Merely A More Blatant Demonstration Of That Unfitness, Which Was Obvious 

All Along (And That Other Commentators Were Savaged For Having The Temerity To Notice.)  Still, My Argument Now Comes To What It 
Came Down To Before The 2020 Election:  The Greatest Peril For The Country Is Four (More) Years Of Democrats In Power.  {Ed. Note:

What Bullshit.]  The Difference This Time ‘Round Is That Trump’s Would Guarantee That This Peril Becomes Our Reality.



Trump Won An Electoral College Majority By A Statistical Miracle In 2016, Earning Just 46 Percent Of The Vote In What Was Essentially A 
Two-Person Race Against A Historically Bad Democratic Candidate Who Still Beat Him By 3 Million Votes Nationally.  Since Then, All He 

And Candidates Associated With Him Have Done Is Lose — Which Means That All They’ve Done Is Help Democrats Win.

With Trump’s Zaniness And Tourette Tweeting Undermining His Administration’s Policy Successes, Republican Lost 41 House Seats In The 
2018 Midterms, Handing The Chamber To The Democrats (Though A Thin GOP Senate Majority Slightly Grew — Trump Would Take Care 

Of That For The Democrats In 2020.)  With The Advantages Of Incumbency, Trump Nevertheless Got Beaten In 2020 By Another Terrible 
Democratic Nominee — A Senescent One Who Barely Left His Basement To Campaign.  

Trump’s “Stop The Steal” Hooey Based On Voting-Fraud Claims Was Laughable (As His Lawyers Demonstrated By Folding Every Time A 
Judge Invited Them To Provide Evidence).  Maddeningly, The Stolen-Election Hoax Persists In GOP Circles, Refined Into A More 

Respectable Theory:  Trump Was Cheated Because Media-Democratic Chicanery Combined With The Dubious Lifting Of Election-Integrity 
Safeguards Must Have Had Some Effect.  Even Though Trump Lost The Popular Vote By A Whopping 7 Million And The Electoral Vote By 

76 (i.e., By Slightly More Than The 74-Vote Margin He Described As A “Landslide” When He Was On The Winning End In 2016), His 
Champions Insist That This “Some Effect” Need Only Have Been Marginal To Swing The Election:  Just Enough To Shift 44,000 Votes From 

Biden To Trump In Three Battleground States — Arizona, Georgia, And Wisconsin.  This, The Fantasy Goes, Would Have Knotted The 
Electoral College Vote At 269; Under The Twelfth Amendment, The Election Would Then Have Been Decided In The House, Where The 

GOP Held A 26-24 Edge In State Delegations.  (No Point Interrupting This Pleasant Hallucination To Observe That Wyoming’s Vote Would 
Have Been Decided By Anti-Trump Republican Liz Cheney, Then The State’s Only Representative.  Had There Been a 25-25 Tie In The 

House, The Likelihood Is That Kamala Harris Would Have Become President Under The Twentieth Amendment, Though The Mind Reels 
At The Possibilities.

This Is Desperation:  From The GOP Standpoint, A Delusional Depiction Of A Certain 2024 Loser As Not Only A Potential Winner But As A 
Sympathetic One Who Is Somehow Owed The Second Term He Didn’t Get In 2020.  

First, By That Same ”If We Just Shift A Few Votes” Reasoning, Trump Should Never Have Been President In The First Place.  Hillary Clinton 
Would Have Also Won In 2016 If Less Than Half A Percentage Point In The Overall, In Just The Right Three Or Four States, Were Shifted In 
Her Favor — And, After All, The FBI’s Indefensible Public Announcement, Ten Days Before The Election, That The Criminal Investigation 

Of Clinton Was Being Reopened Must Have Had Some Effect, Right?  In Fact, Such a Shift Would Have Been More Plausible In Clinton’s 
Case Than In Trump’s:  She Clobbered Trump By 3 Million Votes In The 2016 Popular Tally; Trump, By Comparison, Lost To Biden By 7 
Million Votes.  To Be Sure, The Relevance Of The Popular Vote Is Overstated Since It’s The Electoral College That Matters.  But If We’re 
Going To Speculate, A Potential Shift Of a Tiny Slice Of Votes Is More Likely To Favor A Candidate Wins The Popular Vote By Several 

Million Than One Who Loses It By Several Million.  

Second, Trump’s 2020 Loss Cannot Credibly Be Blamed On Election-Law Changes And Media Coverage.  



Yes, Voting Safeguards Were Loosened Due To Covid, But, Though Democrats Led The Charge, Safeguards Were Loosened  In Many Red 
States As Well, Mostly To Expand Mail-In Voting During The Pandemic.  The Result Was That 26 Million More Were Cast in 2020 Than In 

2016.  This, However, Was Hardly An Unprecedented Phenomenon.  Twenty Million More Americans Voted In The 2004 Presidential 
Election Than Had Fours Earlier — George W Bush’s Tally Increased By About 12 Million, While John Kerry Got 8 Million More Votes In 
2004 Than Al Gore Got In 2000.  In 2020, Trump Won 11 Million More Votes Than Than He Had In 2016, So It’s A Reach To Claim That He 
Was Materially Damaged By The Loosened Safeguards (Though He Undoubtedly Hurt Himself By Discouraging Supporters From Voting 

For Him By Mail.  Biden Tallied 15 Million More Votes in 2020 Than Hillary Clinton Got In 2016.  But, Leaving Aside That Biden Is Less 
Popular Than Hillary, 5 Million Of The Democrats’ 2020 Vote Increase Is Attributable To California And New York — Two States That 

Trump Had No Chance Of Winning, And That Biden Won By A Combined 7 Million (Clinton Had Won Them By A Combined 6 Million.

As For Media Bias, That Comes With The Territory For Every Republican Presidential Candidate.  It Is True That Social Media Tried To 
Suppress The New York Post’s Hunter Biden Story, With Shameful Help From The FBI and Former National-Security Officials.  Still, The 
Post’s Reporting, Although Important, Mainly Corroborated What Was Already Known About Biden-Family Influence-Peddling And 
Hunter Biden’s Sundry Misadventures.  It Is Also Probable That The Crude Suppression Effort Brought More Attention To The Post’s

While Bolstering Trump’s Theme Of A Corrupt Partnership Between Democrats, The Media, And Deep-State Insiders.

Third and Most Important, Whatever One Thinks Of Trump’s Erratic Performance In The 2020 Campaign, It Happened Before The “Stop 
The Steal Coup Attempt, The Capitol Riot That Immediately Followed Trump’s Unhinged Ellipse Speech, And The Election Denialism In 

Which Persists To This Day.  These Now Form The Enduring Image Of Trump.  To Describe Then As “Yugely" Unpopular Nationally 
Would Be A Gross Understatement.  

Trump’s Appalling Post-2020-Election Behavior — However Many Indictments And Civil Suits May Result From It — Cost The 
Republicans Senate Majorities In 2020 and 2022.  A Senate Majority Would Have Prevented, Or At Least Gutted, The Economically Ruinous 

Legislation Pushed Through By Biden And The Democrats.  A Senate Majority Could Have Forced Biden To Nominate Fewer Radical 
Judges And Executive Officials.  As For The House, Trump’s Preferred Candidates And His Patent Influence Over House Republicans 

Have Repelled The Nationwide Electorate.  In Light Of Biden’s Unpopularity, Today’s House Majority Should Be Comfortable; Instead, It 
Is A Precariously Thin One.

If You Are Upset About The Catastrophe At The Southern Border, Woke Ascendancy, Reckless Government Spending, Soaring Debt And 
Interest Rates, And Military And Policy Unpreparedness For The Increasing Perils Overseas, Donald Trump Has Done More To bring Them 

About Than Any Democrat You Could Name Other Than Biden. Trump Is The Democrats’ Chief Enabler:  He Guarantees That They Win 
Elections.  That’s Why They Are Doing What They To Induce Republicans To Nominate Him — Just As They Did What They Could Do To 
Get Trump-Endorsed Candidates Nominated During The Last Three Congressional Election Cycles, Knowing They Would Trounce Those 

Nominees Come November.



This Has Nothing To Do With Whether You Thought Trump Was A Good Or Bad President.  It Is About Recognizing — Now, Before It’s Too 
Late — That He Will Never Be President Again.

In What For Him Was The Best Of Times, Solid Majorities Of Americans Voted Against Trump. But Now, The Unimpressive 46 Percent He 
Got Against Clinton, And The Even Less-Than-47 Percent He Got As An Incumbent Against Biden, Are Unattainable.  Mind You, Even If He 

Could Attain Them, He’d Still Lose.

Democratic And Independent  Opposition To Trump Has Intensified Since The Capitol Riot. On The Republican Side, Millions Who Held 
Their Noses And Gave Him A Chance As An Unknown Quantity Against Clinton, And Then Did It Again For The Sake Of Having A 

Republican Administration Instead Of A Biden Administration Instead Of A Biden Administration, Will Never Do It Again.

Of Course, If Republicans Are Foolish Enough To Nominate Trump, His Base Will Mau-Mau The GOP’s Expanded Legions Of Trump 
Naysayers, Arguing That Their Refusal To “Come Home” Will Only Result In Biden’s Reelection (This Will Be Quite Rich Coming From 
Trump Enthusiasts Who, Like Their Hero, Will Not Commit To Supporting Any Republican Nominee Other Than Trump.)  Yet, For Most 
Republican Naysayers, The Trump Base’s Tantrums Will Fall On Deaf Ears.  Trump Is No Longer Hypothetically Unfit To Be President; He 

Has Been Empirically Proven To Be Unfit.  Most Rational People Are Not Going To Vote For An Unfit Candidate.  They Won’t Think Of It As, 
In Effect, Electing The Democrat.  They Will Rightly Think Of It As Rejecting A Political System That Puts Them To A Choice Between Two 

Unfit Candidates.  

We’re Now Seeing Polls — Such As The Wall Street Journal One — That Show Trump In Striking Distance Of Biden.  Some Even Have Him 
Tied Or Slightly Ahead.  Understand:  For The Moment, That’s How Democrats Want You To See It.  They Want Republicans And 

Conservatives To Believe He’s Got A Shot, To Be Gulled Into Nominating Him.  Then, Once He Gets The Nomination, And It’s Too Late For 
Republicans To Reconsider, Democrats And The Media Will Hit Him With Everything They’ve Got:  All Of The January 6 Ammo, All Of His 
2020 Denialism, His Lunatic Tweets And His “Truths,”, His Attacks On Popular Republicans, His Praise For Democrats And Dictators, And 
Any Possible Indictments Against Him That They’ve Been Holding Back On — Long Narrative Indictments That Lay Out, In Chapter And 

Verse, Felonies Far More Serious Than What Alvin Bragg Has Brought And Much Tougher To Slough Off As Weaponized Law Enforcement.

After That Onslaught, It Would Be A Miracle If Trump Cracked 43 Percent Of The Popular Vote.  But For The National Revulsion Against 
Bolshevik Democrats Who Lead Biden Around By The Nose, I’d Say It’d Be A Miracle If Trump Cracked 40.  Because Of That Revulsion, The 
Country Is Probably Too Divided, Even If The Unelectable Trump Were The GOP Standard-Bearer, To Produce A Rout à la FDR 1936, Nixon 
1972, Or Reagan 1984.  Still, A Trump Candidacy Would Produce The Closest Thing To Such A Rout As Contemporary Conditions Allow:  A 

Thrashing By More Than10 Points In The Popular Vote And A Comfortable Biden In The Electoral College.  Worse, Having Tried To Foist 
Trump On An Unwilling Nation, Republicans Would Very Likely Lose The House And The Senate.  We’d Be Set Up For Two Or Four Years 
Of Democratic Policy Victories , Cementing The Woke-Progressive “Fundamental Transformation” Of The Country.  One Or More National 

Crises — Financial Collapse, Border Collapse, War, Terrorist Attack, Court-Packing, And Unconstitutional Mayhem Would Be Inevitable.



You Can Counter That Democrats, Too, Are In Disarray, With A Vast Majority Of Them Desiring A Candidate Other Than Biden.  But 
Democratic Opposition To Biden Is Saliently Different From Republican Opposition To Trump.  In The End, Substantially All Democrats 
Will Support Biden, Even If They’d Prefer A Different Democratic Candidate.  They Rightly Think He Is Too Old And Infirm, But They 
Realize He Is Already Led, Rather Than Leading, And They’re Fine With That.  Would They Prefer Another Obama?  Sure, But They’ll 
Happily Take Four More Years Of An Enfeebled Empty Suit Who Is Kept Out Of Site While Sharp Progressive Operatives Run “His” 

Administration.  They Would Similarly Support Vice President Harris If Something Were To Incapacitate Biden During The Campaign.  
Democrats May Not Swoon Over Biden Or Harris, But They Don’t Despise Them Either.  What They Want Is A Democratic Administration.

They’ll Vote For Whoever Is At The Top Of The Ticket To Get One.

That’s Not The Republicans Situation.

The Point Is Not How Trump Is Polling Today Against DeSantis and Biden.  It Is That He Cannot Win A National Election.  That Is Why 
Democrats Are Working So Hard To Lure Republicans Into Nominating Him.  The Question Is Not How You Personally Feel About Trump, 

Or What You Think About The Accomplishments Of His Presidency.  The Question Is Whether You Are Content To Have Democrats 
Unilaterally Rule Washington.  [Ed. Note:  I Am, Indeed.]  That’s What A Trump Nomination Would Guarantee.

###

[Ed. Note:  Mr McCarthy, Your 29 April 2023 Column “Why Trump Can’t Win” Is One Of The Most Outstanding Pieces of Political Analysis 
I Have Read In A Very Long Time.  I’m A Lifelong Progressive (67) Who Hails From A Union Family In DC.  After A Long Hiatus, This Is 
My Second Digital Subscription In As Many Years.  I’m One Of Those Libs Who Way Back In The Day Who Was Charmed By William F 

Buckley, Jr.  In The Late Eighties I Well Remember Reading John B Judis’ William F Buckley, Jr.:  Patron Saint Of  The Conservatives.

In Addition To Reading You Regularly, I Read Your Colleagues Dan McLaughlin and Jim Geraghty.  I Am Equally Impressed With Quality 
Of Their Work.  All That Said, I Must Say I Think That Rich Lowry Is Terrible.  His Columns Consistently Suck — And They Suck Out Load.

I Very Much Look Forward To Reading You and Your Colleagues’ Reporting And Analysis Right Through To The Epic Shakespearean 
Conclusion To The 2024 Shit Show aka The Great American Political Smackdown.]  

Best Regards From Tucson,
Daniel Jardien du Maurier

el Presidente (por vida)
BHKJ&J Intergalactic Transport


