Dominance and Catharsis
Finally

By Mary L Trump SUBSTACK
12 September 2024 (@ 1925 Hrs EDT)

We’ve Been Waiting A Long Time For That, Haven't We — The
Validation, The Satisfaction, The Sheer Joy Of Watching A Man
Who So Richly Deserves It To Be Humiliated, Eviscerated, And
Dominated.

Not Only Did Vice President Harris Expose My Uncle’s Weakness
On The Debate Stage Last Night, Which Left Him Seething With
Rage And Reduced To Sputtering Incoherence, She Also Gave
Millions Of Us Something We Have Needed For Almost A Decade
— Catharsis.

And Harris Did It In A Way That Was Not Just Masterful, It Was
Almost Surgical. She Dominated Donald From The Outset,
Crossing The Stage To His Lectern And Forcing Him To Do
Something He Did Not Want To Do — Shake Her Hand. (I Confess,
I Did Not Want Her To Shake His Hand — Not Because I Thought
It Was A Tactical Mistake, But Because I Didn’t Want Her To Have
To Touch Him.) And Then, While Addressing Policy Issues And
Giving Us Substantive Answers To The Moderator’s Questions In A
Way That Underscored How Incapable Donald Was Of Doing The
Same, She Slid The Knife In Again And Again. She Told Him To His
Face In Front Of The World That He Is A Disgrace. She Looked At



Him With Bemused Condescension, Pity, And Outright Contempt.
She Called Out His Lies And, Worst Of All For Him, She Mocked
His Rallies:

I'm Going To Invite You To Attend One Of Donald Trump’s Rallies
Because It's A Really Interesting Thing To Watch. You Will See
During The Course Of His Rallies He Talks About Fictional
Characters Like Hannibal Lecter. He Will Talk About Windmills
Cause Cancer. And What You Will Also Notice Is That People
Start Leaving His Rallies Early Out Of Exhaustion And Boredom.

Donald Never Recovered From That Accurate And Damning
Assessment Of One Of The Most Important Metrics By Which He
Measures His Worth. This Bit Of Rhetorical Evisceration, Which

Happened At About The 25-Minute Mark, Undid Him And He
Spent The Next Hour Defensive, Desperate, And Flailing.

We Needed Someone To Call Out Donald’s Lies In A Context He
Did Not Control. We Needed Someone To Set The Record Straight
While He Had To Stand There And Listen. Harris Did That While
Laying Out His Decades’-Long Patterns Of Racist, Corrupt, And
Disturbing Behaviors That Are Utterly Disqualifying.

For Over Nine Years, This Country Has Been In Thrall To A Cruel
And Deranged Man Who Cares Only About Himself. His Constant
War On Truth And Basic Human Decency Has Worn Us Down,
Demoralizing Those Of Us Who Care About Other People, Who
Want A Better World, And Who Crave A Leader Who Exhibits
Empathy And Understanding.



We’ve Been Waiting For Somebody In A Position Of Authority To
Stand Up To Donald In A Way That Would Matter, That Would
Loosen Donald’s Grip On Power And Perhaps Even Undo Him.
Instead, We’ve Watched Helplessly As The Entire Republican Party
Bent Its Knee To Him; As Corrupt Judges Give Him A Pass; As The
[llegitimate Super-Majority Of The Supreme Court Ripped Up The
Constitution In Order To Give Him, This Man Who Has Earned
Nothing And Deserves Nothing, More Power.

Robert Mueller, In Whom So Many People Invested So Much Hope,
Failed To Meet The Moment. Merrick Garland Didn’t Even Try.
Finally, On Tuesday Night Kamala Harris Channeled All Of Our
Frustration, All Of Our Fear, All Of Our Rage And Put That
Pathetic Man In His Place — And He Knows It.

The Only Way Donald Knows How To Prove His Strength Is Tear
Other People Down. The Only Way He Feels Superior Is To Treat
People With Contempt And Cruelty. Vice President Harris Has
Been Showing Us A Different Way. Last Night She Proved Not
Only That She Is A Kind, Brilliant Human Being, But Also That She
Knows With Bullies And Liars. And She Made It Look So Easy.

It's Hard To Pick Which Moment Of The Night Was The Most
Gratifying — It Was, After All, An Embarrassment Of Riches — But
I Think The Most Important Moment Came After Donald Lied
About How “Everybody Wanted” Roe v. Wade Overturned. Harris,
Who Has Spent The Post-Roe Era Actually Talking And Listening
To American Women, Delivered A Rebuke That Resonated Deeply.



You Want To Talk About, This Is What People Wanted? Pregnant
Women What To Carry A Pregnancy To Term, Suffering From A
Miscarriage, Being Denied Care In An Emergency Room Because
The Health Care Providers Are Afraid They Might Go To Jail, And
She’s Bleeding Out In A Car In The Parking Lot? She Didn’t Want
That. Her Husband Didn’t Want That. A 12 Or 13-Year-Old
Survivor Of Incest Being Forced To Carry A Pregnancy To Term?
They Don’t Want That.

I Felt The Anguish And Righteous Anger In Those Words. Women
All Across America Felt That And, Hopefully A Lot Of Men Did,
Too. [Ed. Note: Please Be Assured That This Male Sure As Hell
Did.]

As We Know, Debates Don’t Win Elections, But Harris” Brilliant
Performance Definitely Answered Questions Many Americans Still
Had About What Kind Of Leader She Is. She Proved That She
Would Be Ready On Day One. We Can’t Depend On That,
However. There Are Too Many Systemic Anomalies That Give
Donald The Edge. No Matter How Low He Goes, Tens Of Millions
Of People Continue To Support Him.

So, We Need To Finish The Job And Make Sure Democrats Up And
Down The Ballot Win In Such Massive Numbers That Donald’s
Claims That The Election Was Stolen Will Be Believed By Nobody
But His Most Deluded Followers. We Also Need To Make Sure
That President Harris Has Democratic Majorities In The House And
Senate So She Can Make The Kind Of Sweeping Changes
Necessary To Fix This Deeply Broken Country Of Ours.
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