
Ho
ln

e 
 - 

 H
uc

ca
by

  -
  L

eu
sd

on
   

-  
Po

st

brid
ge -  Widecombe   -  Ashburton    -    Bickington     -    Buckland                                                                 

April 2022
Church and Community Magazine of The Moorland Team

Moorland Parish Link



2

The Ministry Team
Team Rector  
Rt Revd Mark Rylands

The Rectory, 
Copperwood Close
Ashburton, TQ13 7JQ

01364 716309
mark.rylands@mmuk.net 

Team Vicar
Revd Geoffrey Fenton

The Vicarage,
Widecombe-in-the-Moor, 
TQ13 7TF

01364 621334
geoffrey@moorlandteam.org.uk

Mission and Family 
Development  Worker
Heidi Lewis

Holne Vicarage, 
Holne,
TQ13 7RT

07759578941
heidi@moorlandteam.org.uk

Methodist Minister       
Revd Kevin Hooke

01626 832369
hookekp@hotmail.com

Safeguarding:  If you have a concern about the safety of someone or the actions of 
someone working with children or vulnerable adults, please speak to someone:

Moorland Team Safeguarding Adviser - Judy Southcombe  01364 621520 
Diocesan Safeguarding Team - SafeguardingEnquiry@exeter.anglican.org

Moorland Team Website:  https://ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/safeguarding-2
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The Parish Letter
Within just a few days of you receiving this copy of the parish magazine, we will 
be deeply involved with our churches’ annual Easter celebrations. We’re already 
in the season of Lent, and shortly we will be marking Palm Sunday, Good Friday 
and then ‘Resurrection Sunday’ itself. The 40 days leading up to Easter is a time of 
contemplative reflection and preparation for the event itself – and there is something 
comforting even in just knowing that the seasons are ticking around yet again whether 
or not we have chosen to ‘give up’ anything during this time.
This year, I’m sure we have all been extra grateful for what we do have – despite the 
rising costs of living and the hike in fuel costs. When we look at what our Eastern 
European neighbours in Ukraine are going through, we realise what a privilege it is to 
even be able to drive or walk to our familiar and favourite local shops, even though it 
may be costing us more than it ever has done. While we all hope and pray for a swift 
end to this conflict the reality is that the impact of such violence and destruction will 
be felt for many, many years to come even if it were to end tomorrow. 
It can be difficult when we are witnessing so much suffering, albeit at a distance 
through our TV screen, to feel that it is ok to take timeout for celebration and 
enjoyment. Nonetheless, we are rapidly approaching another festival season.
Perhaps this year of all years we should take the time to recognize - really, truly and 
deeply recognize – that Easter is not about chocolate eggs … and it is not about 
family gatherings or extra days off work (although, all those are gratefully received 
and appreciated!) nor is it another excuse to stay late at the pub or to party, or even 
about the Easter Bunny. It is about the love of God for his creation – particularly for 
us, His children. 
In case you need a reminder of the story, there is a fantastic song which contains the 
outline of if all. You can find it here - https://youtu.be/Of5IcFWiEpg - or by searching 
for ‘Hillsong – King of Kings’. 

In the darkness we were waiting
Without hope without light

Till from heaven You came running
There was mercy in Your eyes…

It tells of a God who loves us so much that he sent his son to be humanity’s hope – 
Continued on page 5

https://youtu.be/Of5IcFWiEpg
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Churchwardens

For all editorial information - copy date, contact details etc. please see inside back 
cover.

St Mary the Virgin, Holne with  St Raphael, Huccaby
Gillian Parker Thimble Hall, Hexworthy, PL20 6SD 01364 631507 gillianp1992@gmail.com

Anthony Parker as above as above anthonyfp999@gmail.com

St John the Baptist, Leusdon
Geoff Bamsey 26 Old Manor Close, Holne Cross, TQ13 7JF 01364 652820 geoff.bamsey486@gmail.com

Patrick Simpson Spitchwick Manor, Poundsgate, TQ13 7PB 01364 631209 admin@bennah.co.uk

St Gabriel, Postbridge
Annie Smerdon 4A Oaktree Park, Sticklepath, EX20 2NB 01837 840201 gerald.postbridge@btconnect.com

Wendy Watson Middle Merripit Farm, Postbridge, PL20 6TJ 01822 880215 wendy@merribridge.plus.com

St Pancras, Widecombe
Michael Pascoe Wooder Bungalow, Widecombe, TQ13 7TR 01364 621333 pascoewooder@yahoo.co.uk

St Andrews, Ashburton
William West Tawstock, Knowle Close, Ashburton TQ13 7RA 01364 652666 william1208west@me.com

Francis Parffrey Hillcrest, Bowden Hill, Ashburton TQ13 7EA 01364 654067 francis.parffrey@gmail.com

St Mary the Virgin, Bickington
Peter Warren Rentor, Bickington 01626 821213 pw.rentor@gmail.com

St Peter, Buckland in the Moor
Stephanie Palk Halshanger Manor, Ashburton 01364 652430 stmp7@tiscali.co.uk

Treasurer Francis Parffrey Hillcrest, Bowden Hill, Ashburton TQ13 7EA 01364 654067 francis.parffrey@gmail.com

Secretary Gillian Parker Thimble Hall, Hexworthy, PL20 6SD 01364 631507 gillianp1992@gmail.com

Safeguarding Adviser  Judy Southcombe - 01364 621520 judysouthcombe@yahoo.co.uk
Team Administrator & 
Digital Media Coordinator

Cassie Long - 01364 654280 admin@moorlandteam.org.uk

BENEFICE OFFICE - Cassie will be in the office on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays 
from 9.00am to 3.00pm.  She will be working remotely on Thursdays.  . 
Telephone 01364 654280 / 07445 240 133 or  email: admin@moorlandteam.org.uk 

PARISH OFFICE - Email: parishoffice1@tiscali.co.uk

Moorland Team Officers
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Church News & Events

a light in the darkness. A light and a hope that is still with us today and which is 
eternal.

Do check it out – the lyrics are pretty awesome… but a slight warning – the tune WILL 
get stuck in your head and you’ll be singing it all day…
Happy Easter!

Heidi X

(Continued from page 3)

Messy Church will be on 
April 9th Saturday 3.30pm for 4pm start – 6pm 

In February we had an in-person session in the church and a meal in 
the Church Hall, it was a strange time as we had five families unable 
to come due to Covid or at last going belatedly to see their families for a Christmas!! But 
we had 6 families come and people said what an inspiring session it was. The children 
experimented with rocks and built towers with paper cups and made marshmallow heart 
biscuits.  It seems a long time ago. 

This month March we have sent out our Messy Church Bags…no we 
haven’t had covid scare it was so we did not have Messy Church on the 
weekend that we have Moor Church on the Sunday. The theme of the 
bags was Listening to God and how brave Mary was when God sent the 
Angel Gabriel and she said Yes.  How brave Samuel was when he said, 
“Speak your servant is listening” ? We are asking the question do we 
listen to what God wants us to do. 

To help us with the M C Bags we had Bethany who is doing her silver 
Duke of Edinburgh. She helped by making a peg people of Mary and 
the Angel Gabriel. Families were asked to tell the story.

Both Samuel and Mary were children and God or his messengers 
came to visit them in the dark. How frightening would that have been?  We sent out Mary’s 
song for the prayer this month.

Jane 
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Francis Parffrey Legal Services Ltd 
  

CONVEYANCING - POWERS OF ATTORNEY - 
PROBATE SERVICES - WILLS 

WWee  ccaann  hheellpp  yyoouu  hheerree  iinn  tthhee  AAsshhbbuurrttoonn  aanndd  MMoooorrllaanndd  AArreeaa  
Free initial home visit 

Please contact Francis by phone at 
0011336644  665533  333311  oorr  0077444433  662222  990033    
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An hour of quiet reflection 
Postbridge Church 

Tuesday 5th April at 7.30pm  
Tuesday 26th April at 7.30pm 

with 
Wide spacing    Candlelight    Warm church   Silence    

Taize music A few readings 
Why not come along to relax, to unwind and to pray? 

Meet at Widecombe Vicarage at 6.45 if transport required. 
More information from Revd Geoffrey Fenton, Widecombe Vicarage, 01364 621334 

From the Registers

Funeral Postbridge 7 March Peter Williams

WIDECOMBE FAIR COMPANY LTD
We are always looking for more new volunteers to join our Members group.

We are especially looking for a person to come forward to take on the 
production of the Fair programme. The two people currently doing this are 
leaving the fold in July 2023, so it would be beneficial to have someone to 

understudy this year and be ready to take on the job next year.
Anyone interested please get in touch or come along to a meeting.

We are now meeting on the 2nd Tuesday of every month at 7.30pm in the 
Church House Widecombe.

Contact: Mike Pascoe 01364621333 or
pascoewooder@yahoo.co.uk

mailto:pascoewooder%40yahoo.co.uk?subject=
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Holne 
Second-Hand 

Books
Hill Top,  Butts Cross,  Holne       

If you have any books, CDs, DVDs and 
jigsaws you can donate - please leave in 

the porch or garage at Hilltop.

Don’t forget that you can buy books at any 
time. Open most days and weekends

Mike and Gill Cunniam (01364 
631152)

Supporting Devon Air Ambulance and Holne 
Community projects.

Holne Village Hall
Situated in the middle of the village, near 
Church, shop and Inn, available to hire at 
reasonable rates. 

Medium sized hall with separate well 
equipped kitchen. Sufficient chairs and 
tables for any event.  

Car parking adjacent to the Hall.                  

Rates (per hour)   £8  (£5 for locals)       

For more information or to book: 
please ring Nicky Bellamy on 01364 631323     
or email holnevillagehall@gmail.com

 

  

Holne  
Playgroup 

 

Thursday mornings 10.30-12pm 
Term time only 

Holne Village Hall 
Children 0-5 welcome* 

(£2 per child) 
*all children must be accompanied by an adult 

Contact Hannah Iskander for more details 
 hannaha@hotmail.co.uk / 07739511070 

Kindly supported by Holne Books 
 

Scoriton Village Hall
Situated on the edge of the village and available 

to hire at reasonable rates. 
The hall is fl exible in its use, with a main hall and large 
well fi tted kitchen, for parties, meetings and sports eg 

badminton.
Full disabled facilities, including access, toilets and a 

hearing loop.

Hall Hiring Tariff 2020
Hourly Day/Weekend

Hall hire £12 £95 9am - 6pm
Party rate £120 midday to 

midday
Weekend 
rate

£350 from midday 
Friday to 6pm 

Sunday

For more information or to book   
email scoritonvillagehall@gmail.com

For more details please see our website :    
 http://scoritonvillagehall.org/  

mailto:holnevillagehall@gmail.com
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For contact information, ministers and church officers see front of the Link
Church Services -  see Page 22 for details

St Mary the Virgin, Holne

Date Time Service
10th April 18:00 Holy Communion
15th April 14:00 At the Foot of the Cross
17th April 09:00 Easter Communion at Huccaby
24th April 17:00 Evening Worship

The Power of Prayer
Perhaps by the time you read this, some form of peace will have been negotiated 
in Ukraine.  Whether or not that is the case, people directly affected by the war will 
still need our support, both practical and spiritual.

A vigil for Ukraine was held in the church on the 4th March with readings and 
prayers chosen for the occasion, as well as time for private prayer.  Yellow and blue 
luggage labels have been left in the church for anyone to write a prayer or other 
words of support.  These are gathered up regularly and committed to God at our 
services.

Some may feel that prayer is a futile gesture, but Christians believe that God hears 
our prayers and responds to them.  Additionally, the people of Ukraine are asking 
the rest of the world not to forget them and to pray for them.  It is the least we can 
do.

It is interesting that at times of stress, hardship, sorrow and danger, there is 
something in us all, believers or not, that can cause us to turn to God for help, even 
if prayer is not something we do regularly.

The Psalmists in the Bible used their poetry to praise God and thank God as well 
as expressing their anger towards him. But even in those Psalms of ‘lament’, they 
never lost their faith that God would stand by them and ultimately deliver them from 
their troubles.

Psalm 83 is a good example.  Here the writer is pleading with God to listen to him 
because of what the enemies of Israel were doing to his people.  

Continued on page 11
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Including 
• Stone Walling • Retaining Walls • Groundworks • Driveways 

• Drainage & Irrigation • Patios & Paths • Gates • Fencing & Decking etc. 

Family Business Since 1976 Company No.3942610 

Competitive Quotes Given, Full Insurance 

Gatcombe Mill - Littlehempston - Totnes - TQ9 6LW 
Office: Tel- 01803 864 871 

Email: enquiries@afbrown-sons.co.uk 
Web: www.afbrown-sons.co.uk 

 
 

   M T P  …  as easy as   1 2 3 
          IInnssttaallllaattiioonn              ..            SSeerrvviiccee              ..          MMaaiinntteennaannccee  

      For all your plumbing & heating requirements 

          ● ALL PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN INC. PRIVATE WATER SUPPLIES – FITRATION & PH CORRECTION. 
         ● OIL & SOLID FUEL CENTRAL HEATING INSTALLATIONS. 
         ● REPLACEMENT OIL TANK INSTALLATIONS INC. CONSTRUCTION OF TANK BASES. 
         ● NEW BATHROOM REFURBISHMENTS – FULL INSTALLATION PACKAGE TO INC. WETROOMS &  
             UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 
         ● OIL BOILER SERVICING / BREAKDOWN REPAIRS INC. AGA, RAYBURN, HERTIAGE &   STANLEY.       

           

  M   T   P   Services   LTD  
    Contact Sam or Martin on   01822 880318 
    Email:                mtpservicesltd@live.co.uk  
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He then asks God to punish them, not just as a matter of revenge, but so that they 
would realise who God was and that he, not them, is “the Most High over all the 
earth”.

Christians share that vision of hope, that whatever evil is going on around us, 
ultimately God will prevail and that the world and its creatures will be as he intended 
them to be in his new creation.

Gillian Parker

(Continued from page 9)

HOLNE VILLAGE HALL 
SOUP & CHEESE LUNCH   

Held in the hall on first Friday of the month, from 
12.30 pm.  

The next lunch is on 1st April. 

Please ring Maggie Arden on 01364 631438 if 
further information is required

 

 

 

Easter Egg Hunt 
Saturday 16th April 2022 

11am Holne Playpark 
Egg hunt-bake sale-Easter Crafts 

Bring a basket! 
 
 
 
 
 

Suggested donation £2 per child 
All proceeds go to Holne Playpark 

All children to be supervised  
by an adult.  

Contact Hannah for more details  
01364 223117 

Accommodation needed
For single female and 

Labrador.
1 bedroom or caravan in 

local area.

Please contact Jo at 
Widecombe-in-the- Moor 

Kiosk or 
phone  01364 631479
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Geoff Partridge NCH (Arb) 
 

For all your Arboriculture work 
 

 
Other services include 

 

NEW **Mobile petrol driven log splitter + 
operator** – take the hard work out of 
getting your firewood ready for the winter. 
Hedge Laying, walling & other rural skills. 
Quad bike with sprayer - ideal for pony 
paddocks & small fields. 
Mobile wood chipper. 

 

Tel: 01364 621468 
Mob: 07759 774394 

email: gm.partridge68@gmail.com 
 

Over 35 years’ experience in the industry 
5 Million Public Liability Insurance 

 

Christophers’ Family Funerals
Independent Funeral Directors

www.christophersfunerals.co.uk info@christophersfunerals.co.uk

01364 654065
Bridge House, 9 Kingsbridge Lane, Ashburton,TQ13 7DX

Rochelles Curtains and Blinds EST 1989
(now based on Dartmoor, in the South Hams & Exeter)

•  Custom made curtains and blinds •  Tracks and poles
•  Free measuring & consultation service •  All types of blinds
•  Wide selection of fabrics to choose from •  25+ years experience
•  We also make with your own fabrics •  Alterations
•  In house making service •  Fitting service

Tel:  01626 270076  Mobile: 07525 618286   
email address: phil-kendall@hotmail.co.uk

M.H. Perry
Plumbing and Heating Engineer

OFTEC registered

Dartmoor Based
All aspects of plumbing and heating works undertaken.

Oil Boilers Installed and Serviced

Full Bathroom Installation Service

Call Mark on - Mobile 07860 746310
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Saturday, June 11
Live music with Go Tell Alice

Bar - Food - Raffle ++ more to be announced!
Come and celebrate the return of the Revel!

Church House Inn and Holne Village Hall

Help needed! If you would like to be part of the Revel and/or Holne Events Group, 
get in touch with Carol - carolharper@me.com / call 07745220874. Or have a look at 

www.holnevillage.co.uk where you can find out more.

The Complete(d) Penn-Gaskells
As mentioned in my earlier article about Winifred Penn-Gaskell and her antecedents I 
have been able to identify activity relating to her two brothers both of whom died before 
Winifred. Both brothers were commemorated in St Pancras Church by Winifred.

Brother William Penn-Gaskell, born in 1871 was the eldest of the three Penn-Gaskell 
children and was a ‘military man’. He served in South Africa in the early 1900’s teaching 
Musketry to troops stationed in the Orange Free State. At the outbreak of the First World 
War he returned to military service in Europe and 
served with the 25th Battalion Manchester Regiment. 
It was during his time with this regiment he was ‘killed 
in action’ during the infamous ”Battle of the Somme” 
in October 1916.

The younger brother Percy Charles (who was born in 1879) joined the East India 
Company after completing his education. From October 1899 he lived in Bengal. Percy 
trained as an engineer and in due course was appointed ‘executive engineer’ in 1908. 
With the outbreak of war in 1914 Percy undertook military service in India. He served as 
a Second Lieutenant interpreter in the Interpreter Corps. Percy Charles Penn-Gaskell 
died in Kent in 1937.

To round off the Penn-Gaskell saga here are a few more snippets about Winifred 
gleaned from local newspapers of the time. To help compile her (Continued on page 15)

mailto:carolharper%40me.com?subject=
http://www.holnevillage.co.uk
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 Churches, Chapels, Communities, and visitors working together.
As many know we are a group of nine Anglican and three Methodist churches or chapels, 
hopefully all working together as a team.
But perhaps even more importantly we want to serve our rural communities, by both meeting 
their spiritual needs and reaching out to connect with and support all who either live on or 
visit Dartmoor.
February and early March for St Raphael’s has demonstrated that when a Church or Chapel 
becomes central to the emotional and spiritual wellbeing of all who visit, the rewards for all 
are positive and inspiring.
The Forest Inn has reopened and the support from the licensee and owner has stimulated 
both visits to St Raphael’s and help raise funds for its upkeep. For example, the distribution 
to Inn visitors of Parish Link magazines; having a collection box for the Chapel on the bar; 
supporting the sale of Visitors to Pilgrims brochures and finally for hosting, (to a packed 
pub!), a quiz night for St Raphael’s which raised £125.
Then we provided refuge and shelter, i.e. warmth, a place of safe haven, and a bedroom 
and toilet (!), for more than 20 Duke of Edinburgh’s Award (D. of E.) participants on a ‘bleak’ 
weekend in March. The Award helps young people build life-long belief in themselves - so the 
young, cold and wet expedition teams from schools throughout the region found themselves 
in Huccaby!   As a ‘thank you’, for our sanctuary they – well actually their teachers and 
leaders - contributed to our heating and lighting costs. 
We also had a very successful ‘snowdrop campaign’ with all forms of media coverage. This 
attracted literally many hundreds if not thousands of people to St Raphael’s – we can count 
many of them as they donated using the contactless ‘Sum-up’ machine. The machine alone 
took over £850 in donations.
Finally, of course we held our traditional ‘Cream Tea’. With the unstinting support from locals 
in baking cakes and scones, waitressing, washing up etc., we actually ran out of scones by 
3.40pm!  There were Church Wardens and PCC members present from across the Benefice 
– a very positive aspect in terms of our team communication.
Given the involvement of so many in a successful 4 weeks, it was not surprising that St 
Raphael’s benefitted from over £3,417 being raised in donations in that short period.  (And 
that’s not counting our ‘regular’ and significant monthly donations from the Parish Giving 
Scheme.)
Thank you to all our volunteers, supporters and visitors for your generous contributions of the 
precious resource of your time - and even donations!
The following is an extract from ‘Prayers of Life’ written by a French priest Michel Quoist.  His 

Continued on page 15
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St Raphael, Huccaby  
For contact information, ministers and church officers see front of the Link

Church Services -  see Page 22 for details

“Anything to do with Airmail” collection she frequently advertised for donations of 
appropriate items. This helps to account for the large number and diversity of her 
collection. Miss Penn-Gaskell was strong supporter of St Pancras Church during 
her lifetime, she was a friend of Vicar Elliot Colpoys Wood and she appeared in the 
recently published 1921 census to have been a guest of the Reverend on Census 
day. The Penn-Gaskell cup is still competed for by the bell-ringers of Widecombe and 
Moretonhampstead.

David Ashman, Widecombe History Group

prayers take everyday scenarios and help us think about them in a spiritual way. Thanks to 
Gillian for reminding me of this – which she published in a previous edition!
“If we knew how to look at life through God’s eyes,
We should see it as innumerable tokens of love for the Creator seeking the love of his 
creatures.  
The Father has put us into the world, not to walk through with lowered eyes, but to 
search for him through things, events, people.  
Everything must reveal God to us.  
Long prayers are not needed to smile at Christ in the smallest details of daily life.”
I leave with a quote from one visitor and his wife to St Raphael’s: “We are not really Church 
people,  but we would like to be part of this community. It’s wonderful.”  It’s also, I 
should add, motivating and stimulating for us. 

Tony Parker

Bill Bray, Miss 
Penn-Gaskell & 

Revd Colpoys Wood  
at the planting of 

Jubilee Tree in 
1935

Part of Miss 
Penn-Gaskell’s 

famous 
Air Mail 
Collection

(Continued from page 13)

(Continued from page 14)
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Aran Kimberlee
BSc (Hons) Arboriculture, M Arbor A, PTI

07594 680168
aran@dartforesttrees.co.uk 

www.dartforesttrees.co.uk

• Arboriculture
• Tree Consultancy & Decay Testing
• Woodland & Estate Conservation

• Biodiversity & Habitat Restoration
• Management Plans

 

 

 

 
 

Friendly, fun classes for max 10 – 14 students, 
beginner & intermediate level. This safe and 
mindful exercise system will improve your 

strength, flexibility, balance and posture. Move 
more efficiently and be less prone to injury, build 

a stronger core, improve your body tone and 
increase physical & mental wellbeing. 

PPIILLAATTEESS    

 

ASHBURTON Town Hall                           
Tuesday mornings                    

BUCKFASTLEIGH St Luke’s                          
Wednesday mornings                                
ONLINE CLASSES                                     
Monday evenings                                                                                                                                                                                           

Thursday mornings (includes Over 60’s class)                         

To book a place in class contact: Faith Burch                
07952 157585    faithburch1964@gmail.com       

Qualified with The Pilates Foundation 

 

 

FFoorr  HHeeaalltthh  aanndd  WWeellllbbeeiinngg  

 

selling and auctioning homes on Dartmoor for 
a third of a century and providing valuation 
advice for probate, matrimonial and other 

professional purposes
RICHARD COPUS  FNAVA FNAEA  (Honoured) CPEA

Tel: 07766 335344
       01392 204800

E-mail: richard@robertwilliams.co.uk         
Web site: www.robertwilliams.co.uk          

COVERING THE WHOLE OF DEVON FROM THE HEART OF DEVON’S
COUNTY TOWN, 2 SOUTHERNHAY WEST, EXETER, EX1 1JG

with 70 associated offices in the south-west and a London connection

Our man on the Moor,  
Richard Copus has  

over 30 years  
unrivalled experience  

of Dartmoor  
Properties
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St John the Baptist, Leusdon
For contact information, ministers and church officers see front of the Link

Church Services -  see Page 22 for details

Date Time Service
3rd April 16:00 Evensong
10th April 12:00 Parish Communion
15th April 13:00 Good Friday walk to Widecombe
17th April 12:00 Easter Communion
24th April 12:00 Parish Communion

Leusdon Church is open all day, every day. You are welcome to visit at any time – an 
opportunity to sit quietly, say a prayer and enjoy our beautiful building.  

All our services can be downloaded from https://ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/resources-
and-prayers-wlp  Any queries, please contact Revd Geoffrey Fenton (Team Vicar) 
01364 621334 geoffrey@moorlandteam.org.uk

Leusdon Memorial Hall
The coffee mornings continue to be very successful both socially and financially.  
Hopefully the decorators will be finished by our next coffee morning which will take 
place on Wednesday 6th April 2022, starting at 10.00am.
As we enter the post pandemic period we still encourage everyone to be cautious 
to prevent the spread of covid 19 as much as possible. In particular we ask that  
anyone who has covid19 (or any other contagious condition) does not attend 
functions or activities in the Hall. Also if you feel it is unsafe for you to go out yet, 
we advise that you stay safe at home. This advice is to help keep the hall a safe 
space.
The Whist Drives are also continuing (they are preceded by a soup and roll or 
pasty lunch at 1.00pm for any anyone wishing to partake). The next one will be 
held on the 11th April. Whist starting at 2.00pm. The cost will be Lunch and Whist 
£5.00. Whist only £3.00 which will include half time refreshments and a draw. 

Continued on page 19

https://ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/resources-and-prayers-wlp
https://ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/resources-and-prayers-wlp
mailto:geoffrey@moorlandteam.org.uk
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Ashburton Chimney Sweep
*  Open fires

*  Woodburning & 
    multifuel stoves

*  Nests removed

*  Cowls fitted

   Available for Weddings

Very clean         Experienced      
Reasonable rates      

Satisfaction Guaranteed

For your free quote, please call
Tel: 01364 653440  
or 07791 737161
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As noted last month we will celebrating the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee on June 1st  at 
our regular coffee morning. During this time Geoffrey Fenton has agreed to play some 
music from the past 70 years, so I am now inviting requests for particular pieces of 
music you would like to hear. Please e-mail your requests to me at the address below 
or bring them with you to April or May’s coffee mornings. We are extremely grateful to 
Geoffrey for  this very generous offer. In addition if anyone else would like to make a 
contribution either by way of poetry, readings or songs to this day please contact me. 
Photographs of past Jubilee or Coronation celebrations held in Leusdon would make 
an interesting display. I look forward to many requests for music and offers of help.

Should you wish to book the Hall, it is available for hire at £10.00 per hour, there are 
special rates for regular users. Tables at the coffee morning can be booked for £5 per 
table per session.

Further details can be obtained by contacting our booking secretary
Amanda Routley on 01364 631432 or email leusdonmemorialhall@yahoo.com

Could you all please note that bookings are only valid if booked through the
booking secretary and all the required paperwork is complete. This is to avoid 
any confusion.

In the meantime, if anyone would like to discuss any aspect of the Hall please contact 
myself or any committee member.

My contact details are: 	 John Southcombe
			   Email: johnsouthcombe@hotmail.com

Leusdon Memorial Hall charity no.300887

(Continued from page 17)

mailto:leusdonmemorialhall@yahoo.com
mailto:johnsouthcombe%40hotmail.com?subject=
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cleardecorators.co.uk

43 FORE STREET BUCKFASTLIGH TQ11 0AA 01364 643242 
 

Sales Service Rentals 

Rental Centre:  
Why buy when you can rent. Low monthly payments, 
 no service worries, keep up to date with upgrades .  

Rentals subject to status. 

Appliance Repairs 
Washing Machine, Tumble Dryers 
Dishwashers, Refrigeration 
All Manufactures 

All your Electrical needs in one place.  
Large showrooms for all Appliances from TV’s to Washing Machines, 

TumbleDryers, Cookers and Fridge Freezers. Your Local Euronics Centre 
Fast same day/next day  FREE DELIVERY 

www.jsearle.co.uk 

Rainfall in February 2022
Place Total Rainfall Days without rain Wettest Days

Postbridge 193.0mm (7.6”) 2 13th 25.1mm (1.0”)

(February 2021 - 213.2mm (8.4”))
Holne 238.7mm (9.40”) 13th 35.7mm (1.41”)
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St Gabriel, Postbridge
For contact information, ministers and church officers see front of the Link

Church Services -  see Page 22 for details

Date Time Service
5th April 19:30 Quiet Reflection
10th April 09:00 Holy Communion - BCP
17th April 15:00 Easter Communion
24th April 18:00 Evening Prayer
26th April 19:30 Quiet Reflection

Postbridge Church is open all day, every day. You are welcome to visit at any time – 
an opportunity to sit quietly, say a prayer and enjoy our beautiful building.  

All our services can be downloaded from https://ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/resources-
and-prayers-wlp  Any queries, please contact Revd Geoffrey Fenton (Team Vicar) 
01364 621334 geoffrey@moorlandteam.org.uk

Postbridge Whist Drives - Held in the Village Hall
 £3 & raffle tickets for sale

No whist in either April or May
Thursday 2nd June starting at 7.00pm

Contact: Jackie Gee, Bungalow 2, Dartfordleigh, Postbridge, Yelverton, PL20 6TJ  
Tel: 01822 880224

Postbridge Coffee Mornings  

The April Coffee Morning will be held on

Monday 4 April at 11.00 am in Postbridge Village Hall
 

Maureen & Sheila

mailto:geoffrey%40moorlandteam.org.uk?subject=
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Church Services for April 2022
3rd April                                                        Lent 5                                                             Purple
Readings - Isaiah 43.16-21, Psalm 126, Philippians 3.4b-14, John 12.1-8

Widecombe 08:00 Holy Communion - BCP Ashburton 08:00 Holy Communion
Widecombe 10:30 All Age Service Bickington 09:00 Holy Communion
Leusdon 16:00 Evensong Ashburton 10:30 Family Service

Ilsington 10:30 Holy Communion
Ashburton 10:30 Morning Worship (Town Hall) *
Buckland 11:00 Community Service

5th April                                                 Quiet Reflection                                                   
Postbridge 19:30 Quiet Reflection
9th April                                                 Messy Church                                                   

Ashburton 16:00 Messy Church
10th April                                                  Palm Sunday                                                          Red
Readings - Luke 19.28-40, Psalm 118.1-2,19-29*, Isaiah 50.4-9a, Psalm 31.9-16*, Philippians 2.5-11, Luke 22.14 – 
23.56 or Luke 23.1-49
Postbridge 09:00 Holy Communion - BCP Ashburton 10:30 Parish Communion
Widecombe 10:30 Parish Communion Ilsington 10:30 Family Service
Leusdon 12:00 Parish Communion Ashburton 15:00 Informal Worship (Church Hall) *
Holne 18:00 Holy Communion
14th April                                              Maundy Thursday                                                            

Ilsington 18:00 United Communion
15th April                                                     Good Friday                                                            
Readings -  Isaiah 52.13 – 53.12, Psalm 22*, Hebrews 10.16-25 or Hebrews 4.14-16; 5.7-9, John 18.1 – 19.42
Leusdon 13:00 Good Friday walk to Widecombe Ashburton 10:00 A Good Friday for All
Holne 14:00 At the Foot of the Cross Ilsington 10:30 Good Friday Readings & Hymns
Widecombe 15:00 Good Friday Reflection Ashburton 11:30 Coffee & Hot Cross Buns

Ashburton 12:00 Walk of Witness
17th April                                                     Easter Day                                          Gold or White
Readings - Acts 10.34-43 or Isaiah 65.17-25, Psalm 118.1-2,14-24*, 1 Corinthians 15.19-26 or Acts 10.34-43, John 
20.1-18 or Luke 24.1-12
Huccaby 09:00 Easter Communion Bickington 09:00 Easter Communion
Widecombe 10:30 Easter Communion Ashburton 10:30 Easter Communion
Leusdon 12:00 Easter Communion Ilsington 10:30 Easter Communion
Postbridge 15:00 Easter Communion Buckland 15:00 Easter Communion

St Petrocs 18:30 Celtic Reflective Service *
Continued on page 23
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Holy Communion			             Midweek & At Home

Communion at home

If you would like to receive Home 
Communion please contact Mark or 

Geoffrey. 
(see page 2 for contact details)

There is a service of
Holy Communion
every Wednesday

at 10.30
at St. Andrew’s Church

in Ashburton
You will be most welcome!.

Dates for the Diary

April 2022 Page
13th High Moorland WI Tea 41
14th Widecombe Ladies Social 27
16th Holne Easter Egg Hunt 11
18th Postbridge Mini-Market 25
24th Duck Race 34
26th Dartmoor Forest Parish Council 29
26th Hour of Quiet Reflection 7
28th Buckland Whist Drive 41

May 2022 Page
1-2 Widecombe History Exhibition 36
3rd Princetown History Club 40

24th April                                                    Easter 2                                                             White                                                                             
Readings - Acts 5.27-32, Psalm 118.14-29 or Psalm 150, Revelation 1.4-8, John 20.19-31
Widecombe 10:30 Morning Prayer Ashburton 09:30 Breakfast Church
Leusdon 12:00 Parish Communion Ashburton 10:30 Parish Communion
Holne 17:00 Evening Worship Ilsington 10:30 Morning Praise
Postbridge 18:00 Evening Prayer
26th April                                               Quiet Reflection                                                                                              
Postbridge 19:30 Quiet Reflection
28th April                                               Informal Worship                                                                                              

Ashburton 18:30 Informal Communion (Quaker 
* Service led by Ashburton Methodists.  All are welcome! Meeting House) *

April 2022 Page
1st Holne Soup Lunch 11
4th Postbridge Coffee Morning 21
5th Hour of Quiet Reflection 7
5th Princetown History Club 40
6th High Moorland WI Meeting 41
6th Leusdon Coffee Morning 17
6th Widecombe History Group 27
10th April Parish Link Deadline 43
11th Leusdon Whist Drive 17
12th Widecombe Fair Meeting 7
13th Dunstone Charity Lunch 37
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ANTON COAKER ENGLISH TIMBER LTD 
 

Oak Beams or whole oak frames, Douglas Fir, Ash, Chestnut, Sycamore etc 
Green oak etc cut to order, air-dried stock in various timbers, kiln dried to order 

ALL ENGLISH TIMBER 
Logs also supplied, either ready cut or skinny offcuts 

 

SHERBERTON BEEF 
Meat from OUR OWN ANIMALS sold direct to you, fresh or frozen 

 
Sherberton Farm, Hexworthy 

Tel. no. 01364 631276 or email wood@anton-coaker.co.uk 

 

•	Experienced,	friendly	and	local	RIBA	
chartered	architectural	practice	based	in	
Mid	Devon,	working	across	the	South	West.

•	Specialising	in	the	adaptation	of	listed	
buildings,	residential	extensions,	
renovations	and	low	energy	design	new	
builds.

•	Call	Luke	McAdam	for	a	chat	about	your	
project	and	how	we	might	be	able	to	help:

01392 459777 - MAIL@HMAD.CO.UK
WWW.HMAD.CO.UK
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POSTBRIDGE VILLAGE HALL
Welcome you all to our Coffee Shop & Mini Market

Easter Monday 18th April 11.00am - 1.00pm
Coffee, Cake, Books, Local Meat, Raffle, 50/50 Stall & more

Details - call Sue on 01822 880223

The Old Clapper Bridge, Postbridge

Meetings
Parties

Available
for Hire

Special rate for Postbridge Residents

For more information on booking visit:
https://postbridgevillagehall.weebly.com/bookings.html

or call Sarah Drew on 01822 880332

POSTBRIDGE VILLAGE HALL

Postbridge Village Platinum Jubilee Events
In celebration of HM Queen Elizabeth’s Platinum Jubilee, Postbridge 
Village Hall Committee would like to announce the following events:

Thursday 2nd June
Whist drive in Postbridge Village Hall starting at 7pm. £3 pp, raffle 

tickets for sale. ALL welcome.

Friday 3rd June
Right Royal Quiz at the East Dart Inn, starting at 8pm.
Maximum of 5 per team, with a £5 entry fee per team.

Entries by 27th May by either email to
postbridgevillagehall@gmail.com or telephone 01822880332.

Sunday 5th June
Fun Sports on the Village Field, starting at 2pm followed by afternoon 

tea in the Village Hall starting approx 4pm. Bring a plate to share.

mailto:postbridgevillagehall%40gmail.com?subject=
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THE RUGGLESTONE INN
WIDECOMBE IN THE MOOR

Home from home with Cask ales, fine wines, local cider & country food.
Traditional Dartmoor Inn with an inviting atmosphere, all set in 

a fabulous beer garden, with moorland brook.
ACCOMMODATION

Rugglestone Cottage set in the grounds of the inn offers two bedrooms, 
open plan kitchen / living area and private patio.

Available all year round.
www.rugglestoneinn.co.uk

01364 621327

Widecombe General Store 

Groceries Off Licence
Gifts Gallery

 A range of Organic Wholefoods

Monday – Saturday 8.30 – 4.30
Sunday 9.00 – 4.30

01364 621588
widecombegeneralstore@outlook.com

Proprietors
John & Jenny Parnham

mailto:widecombegeneralstore@outlook.com
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St Pancras, Widecombe-in-the-Moor
For contact information, ministers and church officers see front of the Link

Church Services -  see Page 22 for details

Widecombe Church is open all day, every day, 9-5. You are welcome to visit at any 
time – an opportunity to sit quietly, say a prayer and enjoy our beautiful building.  

All our services can be downloaded from https://ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/resources-
and-prayers-wlp  Any queries, please contact Revd Geoffrey Fenton (Team Vicar) 
01364 621334 geoffrey@moorlandteam.org.uk

Date Time Sidesperson Coffee Flowers
3rd April 08:00 - - No flowers in Lent
3rd April 10:30 Beth Fenton Fiona Froy No flowers in Lent
10th April 10:30 Dawn Dawn No flowers in Lent
15th April 15:00 - - No flowers in Lent
17th April 10:30 Clare Born Clare & Jenny Pascoe All help on Sat 16th
24th April 10:30 Penny Sue Darke Easter Flowers

Widecombe & District History Group
Meetings are held at Church House in 

Widecombe on the first Wednesday of each 
month.

Wednesday 6th April 
Doors open 7.00pm 
Speaker at 7.30pm

The speaker is Julia McDade on
“East Shallowford, Widecombe”

Contact : 
Rose Mortimore: 01364 631238 or
Helen Barrow: helenagsec@gmail.com
Widecombe History Group Website:
https://www.widecombe-in-the-moor.com/
history/home.php

Widecombe & District Ladies 
Social Group 

There will be a get together at the 
Church House in Widecombe on 
Thursday 14th April at 7.30pm
The speaker will be Chris Willis, 

Cherrybrook Hotel, Postbridge 
(Musician, Cruise Holidays).

“The Dilettante’s Tale..Chris’s choice 
moments”

Which should be very good. Anyone can 
come.

Tea and coffee provided and a draw.
For more details phone Rose on 

01364 631238

https://ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/resources-and-prayers-wlp
https://ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/resources-and-prayers-wlp
mailto:geoffrey@moorlandteam.org.uk
mailto:helenagsec@gmail.com
https://www.widecombe-in-the-moor.com/history/home.php
https://www.widecombe-in-the-moor.com/history/home.php
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-Dry stone walling-                                    

- Operated digger hire (various sizes)-  
-for landscaping, ditching, track repairs etc-                                                                    

- Devon banks restored-                           
-Agricultural fencing & gates-        

high standards of work undertaken      

Tel Matt Storrs 07508 043 703  or                                               
matt@dartmoor-rural-services.co.uk 

                                                                                          

 

 

 

County Cleansing
L   I   M   I   T   E   D

Septic Tanks  -  Sewage Systems  -  Cesspits

Septic Tanks Emptied
Competitive Rates

01364 653900   or   07976 561906
Professional Reliable Clean Service 

Specially Adapted Vehicle for the Devon Lanes

24/7 Emergency Call out

Contact Simon Fisher
8 Fairfield Road, Kingskerswell, Newton Abbot, TQ12 5HQ

countycleansing@btinternet.com

 

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR

PAINTER & DECORATOR       

FREE QUOTES    REFERENCES AVAILABLE 

Kevin Teague    Denbury
Tel:  07810 262744   or   01803 813685

For an efficient, humane  
Mole Catching Service 

in your area, that really works….!

Competitive prices.

Call Mick
Tel 01647 221357

Email    mickc911@gmail.com
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Dartmoor Forest Parish Council          
 

Extracts from the meeting on 22nd February 2022  
 
Vision Zero South West Grant  
The Council has been awarded a grant for £6306, for a project to implement a number of 
road safety measures aimed at reducing the number of road traffic collisions and animal 
deaths on the B3212 between Dousland and Princetown.  Cllr Mark Williams has recently 
taken on the project and is contacting Devon County Council Highways along with other 
stakeholders and graziers. The road safety measures will include reflective neck bands for 
cattle and ponies (following their success in the New Forest), new road signs at the 
cattlegrids at Peek Hill and Plymouth Hill, and a new VAS (Vehicle Activate Sign) to be 
positioned near Leden Tor car park.  
 
Play Park Equipment & Entrance  
A replacement seat assembly has been sourced for the Zip Wire.  
Following the recent wet weather, the pedestrian entrance to the play park has become very 
muddy. The Lengthsman has been tasked with laying paving slabs to solve this issue, and 
provide a cleaner and safer entrance/exit to the play park.  
 
Princetown Parking Issues 
Residents raised concerns over a small number of vehicles which are permanently 
parked/abandoned on roads or in laybys in and around the village. Council reminded them 
that any member of the public can report abandoned (untaxed) vehicles to West Devon 
Borough Council, who in certain circumstances are then able to remove the vehicles. 
https://www.westdevon.gov.uk/article/6564/Abandoned-Vehicles  
 
Climate Change Declaration  
The Council has taken the decision to plant two trees, as part of the Queens Green Canopy 
initiative. Sites within Princetown are being investigated, with a view to planting the trees as 
soon as practical and unveiling a plaque at the Jubilee Celebrations in June.  
 
CCTV Princetown 
Cllr Worth reported that all four cameras were in operation and that the UPS (Uninterruptible 
Power Supply) fitted in January had coped well with the power outages that occurred during 
recent storms Franklin and Eunice.  
 
Two Bridges Proposed No Waiting Zone – Public Consultation 
The Council has been aware of the issues regarding irresponsible parking on that stretch of 
road since mid-2020, when it was raised by a local resident. Since then, the Council has 
been involved, along with Devon County Council, Dartmoor National Park Authority and other 
authorities, in finding a solution.  The Council agreed to respond to the public consultation 
stating that it strongly supported the proposal.  
 
 
Date of next meeting: Tuesday 26th April 2022 at 1930 at Princetown Community Centre.  
 
Agenda and Minutes: https://www.dartmoorforestparishcouncil.gov.uk/meetings.php 
 

Follow us on Facebook : https://www.facebook.com/dartmoorforestpc.net 
 

Parish Clerk:  Miss Jackie Bennetts 
Telephone: 01822 859104 

Email:  clerk@dartmoorforestparishcouncil.gov.uk Website:  www.dartmoorforestparishcouncil.gov.uk 
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 Widecombe Church House Management  
Committee   Chairman - Mike Pascoe
To book the Hall please contact Rose Mortimore 
01364 631238. 
Rates of Hire   (Local Events)
Daytime                £3.50 per hour      
Evenings              £5.00 per hour          
All Day	      £20.00 
These rates are for local non commercial events 
only. For other rates please ask the bookings 
secretary. 
Payment by cheque is preferred. Cheques 
to be made payable to Widecombe Church 
House Fund and sent to Sarah Reeve, Bonehill 
Cottage, Bonehill Lane,  
Widecombe-in-the-Moor, TQ13 7TD

For all other matters relating to the Church House 
please contact  Diana Cameron on  

01364 621218
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Widecombe & District Sports Group
Membership renewals are now due if you have not received yours 
please email cl.partridge@hotmail.co.uk or tel: 621468. 
Alternatively membership forms can be found in the noticeboard by the court.

Regular Bookings: Tuesday & Thursday: Tennis Adults (16+) 6.30 Under 16’s with ability are 
welcome to these sessions with a parent who is also playing. 
For queries re tennis phone Di Cameron on 621218.
Please remember to wear soft soled shoes and to leave the court tidy with the net replaced. Report any 
damage immediately to Claire Partridge (Secretary) on 621468. Close all gates and replace the keys.
For more information about WDSG visit www.widecombe-in-the-moor.com/sports_group/ 
Thank you and enjoy your sports area.

WIDDYTOTS
Widdytots is our local group for Mums and children under 5 years.
It runs on Monday Mornings 9.30 - 11.45 in the Church House, 
Widecombe-in-the-Moor.
Widdytots is a relaxed, informal group where you can turn up and chat with other 
parents whilst your children play. We provide hot drinks for parents and snacks 
for the little ones. Everyone is welcome.
Your first session is free and then it is £3 per child and £1 for each sibling.
For more information please call the preschool on 01364 621 273 during session times Tuesday or 
Friday, or email info@widecombepreschool.org.uk

Widecombe Pre-School
At Widecombe Church House, established since the 1970’s, our OFSTED inspected and highly 

rated sessions are designed to prepare your child for an easy and happy introduction to 
school.  Through qualified and trained staff,we provide a safe and stimulating environment. 

Tues  9.15am - 3pm   Weds  9.15 - 12.45pm  Fri  9.15am  - 3pm
 Tel: 01364 621273  

Moorland Parish Link Online
This edition of the Moorland Parish Link (and previous editions) can be downloaded from: 
https://www.widecombe-in-the-moor.com/parish_link/index.php  
https://ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/magazine-%26-notice-sheets          

mailto:cl.partridge@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.widecombe-in-the-moor.com/sports_group/
mailto:info@widecombepreschool.org.uk
https://www.widecombe-in-the-moor.com/parish_link/index.php
https://ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/magazine-%26-notice-sheets
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Morris Bros. 
Funeral Directors 

  

Established in 1870 
  

Your local independent Funeral Director is 
owned & run by the fifth generation of the 
Morris Family, Simon & Lucie Luke.  We 
provide a qualified, professional & sensitive 
service to the people of Tavistock & 
surrounding areas.  Simon & Lucie live on 
site at The Old Bedford Foundry providing 
you with a very personal service regardless 
of the time of day or night.  Call for a 24 hour 
service on 
  

01822 612023 
  

The Old Bedford Foundry 
Lakeside, Tavistock PL19 0AZ 

  

Golden Charter Pre Paid Funeral Plans available   
  

www.morrisbros.co.uk 

Homes, Offices & 
Builders’ Cleans

Carpets & Upholstery
Holiday Homes & 
Rented Properties
Laundry Service 

Care in the Community 

Lora K Fielding
www.acleanpair.co.uk
info@acleanpair.co.uk

07966 261765
Est. 2005

• Trustworthy and Reliable
• Exceptional Quality 
• Meticulous Attention to Detail
• Fully insured

Full PPE 
Covid/COSHH compliant

Eco-friendly products

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

o All aspects of Tree Surgery carried out                                  
o Hedgetrimming and shaping 
o Site Clearance work 
o TPO/Conservation applications carried out 
o Hardwood log supplies 

                                  samhallsptc@hotmail.com     www.samhallstreecare.co.uk                                                                       

 
Sam Hall’s 

Professional Tree Care 
Hexworthy, South Devon 

Home: 01364 405631 Mobile: 07553 262329 

Qualified       *       Experienced      *       Insured 
 

technology 
c o n s u l t i n g  

o Over 10 years exeperience  
o Fully insured with public liability up 

to £5 million. 
o Free no obligation quote 

Home: 01364 631405 Mobile: 07553 262329
samhallsptc@hotmail.com
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WIDECOMBE-IN-THE-MOOR PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH FIELD GRAZING LICENCE 2022
Applications/Tenders are invited for the grass let of a one acre field owned by 

Widecombe-in-the-Moor Parish Council from 9 May – 24 December 2022.
Anyone interested should apply to the Clerk of the Council: 

Suzanna Hughes, 16 Westwood Cleave, Ogwell, Newton Abbot, TQ12 6YE
Email: suzanna.hughes21@gmail.com

Please state in your application your bid and the purpose for which you intend using the 
field and that you will be able to show evidence of insurance to indemnify the Parish Council 

against all third party liability and keep the field in good order including a lock to the gate.

The Council will consider all applications at its meeting on 5 May 2022.

WANTED
Widecombe & District History Group wish to appoint a 

secretary, urgently, to assist with the running of the group.         

The duties will be primarily of an administrative nature; some 
computer competence would be of a great advantage. 

If you are interested, please ring 
David Ashman (01364 621672) 

for a chat about how you may be able to help.

Thank You

WIDECOMBE EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION
This is a local charity founded in 1635 to help in the education of Parish Residents 
under the age of 25 yrs and also includes support for Widecombe primary school 

activities .
The charity can, and does, give financial assistance for anything to do with 

education, training and work.
If you as an individual have need of help, please contact Julia Young (Administrator)     

juliayoung644@btinternet.com        
or The Vicar Geoffrey Fenton.

mailto:suzanna.hughes21@gmail.com
mailto:juliayoung644%40btinternet.com?subject=
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WIDECOMBE FAIR COMPANY LIMITED
FAIR FIELDS GRASS KEEP AND MAINTENANCE TENDER

Tenders are invited for a) Grass keep and b) Field maintenance works on circa 4.6 hectares of 
the Fair fields

Anyone interested should apply for further information which will contain the tender forms and 
Terms and Conditions from the Chairman. pascoewooder@yahoo.co.uk

Tenders should be submitted by midday on 10th April 2022 with the successful applicant being 
advised by 15th April and the Contract starting on the 18th April 2022. 

The Contract will run, with the caveats contained in the tender documentation until 25th 
December 2022.

IMPORTANT NOTE: The Moor area of 1.38 hectares has been removed from the Grass 
Keep Maintenance contract. Its use can be discussed by local agreement. This is because 

maintenance work is needed on the land, particularly the fencing.
This year only; Special access provision will be required for the 

Platinum Jubilee Fireworks on Thursday 2nd June 2022.

Duck Race & Teas, Sunday 24th April, 2.30pm
Waterleat Lodge, TQ13 7FA

There will be several races throughout the afternoon, with ducks 
‘swimming’ down the leat and navigating obstacles in their way!  

The first 10 ducks in each heat will be entered into the final, with 
great prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd places in all races. 

Ducks cost £2 each or you can buy 3 for £5. 
On sale soon through our website or with cash on the day.

www.widecombecommunityhall.org

Home-made cakes and drinks will be on sale all afternoon. 
Garden games, including a tombola, will keep you entertained 

between races. 

For more information contact Yvette on 01364 631543 or 
email: info@widecombecommunityhall.org

mailto:pascoewooder%40yahoo.co.uk?subject=
http://www.widecombecommunityhall.org
http://info@widecombecommunityhall.org
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WIDECOMBE FAIR PRODUCE SCHEDULE 2022

VEGETABLES LOCALLY GROWN
HERMON FRENCH SILVER SALVER
1.   3 Coloured potatoes
2.   3 White potatoes
3.   3 Onions grown from sets
4.   3 Carrots trimmed and washed
5.   3 Beetroot trimmed and washed
6.   6 Runner beans.
7.   Longest runner bean
8.   Any veg. not mentioned in the schedule
9.   A squash or courgette.
10. 2 Leeks
11. A collection of 5 different vegetables
      In a standard veg box. (12” x 16”)
12. 4 Tomatoes
13. 4 varieties of  culinary herbs in a jar
14. A comedy vegetable

FLOWERS
(class 15 to 18 locally grown)
15. 3 Dahlias
16. A single rose stem
17. A single stem, any flower
18. A vase of mixed flowers. 
      9 stems (3 of each)
19. A Pot plant. In flower or just foliage.
20. A vase of wild flowers
21. An arrangement of flowers in an 
      unusual container
22. Flower arrangement in a teacup
23. Standard flower arrangement

ART AND CRAFT
CLASSES OPEN TO ALL
Gordon Daw Memorial Trophy
24. A knitted woven or crocheted item
25. A needlework item
26. A pencil sketch
27. A painting. Any subject, any medium
28. A photo.  ‘ Animals with attitude!’
29. Any craft item not mentioned, wood, 
      metal, ceramic etc
30. Pebble Art
31. A limerick

CHILDRENS CLASSES FOR THE Tame 
and Hutchins cup
PLEASE STATE YOUR AGE
32. A homemade greetings card
33. A vegetable animal
34. Mr or Miss Potatohead
35. 4 decorated cup cakes
36. A lego model
37. A model made from recycled materials

HOME PRODUCE
LOCAL ENTRANTS
ALL MADE TO OWN RECIPE
The Rose Bowl.
38. 2 danish pastries (any type)
39. 4 chelsea buns
40. Traditional Victoria sponge
41. A plate of cheese straws
42. 4 decorated cup cakes
43. Traditional meat pasty
44. A loaf of bread (white or brown)
45. A pot of homemade jam
46. A pot of Chutney
47. A bottle of homemade drink
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Widecombe & District History Group 

 2255tthh  AAnnnniivveerrssaarryy  
EExxhhiibbiittiioonn  

SSUUNNDDAAYY  11sstt  &&                                                                                  
MMOONNDDAAYY  22nndd  MMAAYY  

  

 

 

 

Tea, Coffee 
& 

Homemade  
Cakes 

Displays of the History 
Groups’ activities and 

achievements                            
over the past 25 years. 

1111..0000aamm  uunnttiill  44..0000ppmm  eeaacchh  ddaayy  
AAtt  CChhuurrcchh  HHoouussee,,  WWiiddeeccoommbbee  
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   Ministers: Rev’d Kevin Hooke (01626) 832369      
Church contacts: Nigel Davis (01364) 631476  or  Serena Walcot (01364) 631279

Dunstone & Poundsgate Methodist Chapels

Sunday Service
Dunstone - Informal service at 3pm in Dunstone Chapel every week and all are 
welcome.
Poundsgate - First Sunday of the month only, 3pm Zoom   

Bible Study Group
We meet every Wednesday at 6pm at Higher Foxworthy. Everyone is welcome to join 
but please ring Serena on 07789 762061 so we know the numbers. We are a small 
friendly group seeking to enrich our knowledge of God through his word in the Bible.

Cook Wanted
Working with groups of disadvantaged young people, mostly from 
cities, who are not used to sitting around a table and sharing a 
home cooked meal, we are looking for a cook who can bake and prepare home meals for between 
20-30 people at a time. Being our cook means becoming one of the team and also working with 
young people to encourage good nutrition and improved healthy eating habits.
Hours are variable and can be topped up with cleaning if needed. Flexibility will be essential along 
with own transport to Widecombe (we are about 2 miles out of Widecombe in the Moor).
Desperately Seeking Cleaners
We are once again looking for cleaners who must provide attention to detail and be happy to drive 
to Widecombe in the Moor. Rate for an adult is £10/hour, with hours being flexible and as needed. 
We always say; ‘cleaning is a good work out – and you get paid to do it!’  
Please contact Julia directly on: Tel: 01364 621 392    Julia@shallowfordfarm.co.uk

On Easter Morning, Sunday 17th April we will hold a Son Rise Service at Buckland 
Beacon at 6am. Do come and join us, the early start is worthwhile as we celebrate 

Jesus’ resurrection on this special day.

Dunstone Charity Lunches are Re-Starting 
The first one will be on Wednesday 13th April, then every month on the second Wednesday.
It will follow the same format as before, there will be soup, bread, Sushi, savoury dishes and 

cakes. All home made. There is no set price, you are asked to make as generous a donation as 
possible for which every charity we are collecting for that month. In April we will be supporting 

Ukrainian refugees

mailto:Julia@shallowfordfarm.co.uk
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News from the East Shallowford Trust
‘Miss, I don’t know how you do this, week in and week out. This is just brilliant………… look at these 
kids. It’s just brilliant’, said Mr Dunkley having helped Will haul three secondary school children out of 
the marsh, which had done it’s very best to suck them down to the very bowels of the earth. You can 
imagine the yelps, the screeches, the ………….. sluuuuup sound as the rich, black, globulous peat 
grabs desperately, tenaciously, vindictively, onto the wellie boots of these poor kids who have no leg 
strength, no balance to outwit the chuckling, evilly, sucking, leg swallowing bog!

‘I hate bogs’ said one girl having lost both wellies, which were eventually retrieved by David’s strong, 
long arms. Her own arms flapped wildly resembling a Quentin Blake caricature of rage, frustrated relief 
combined with comic fury as she had made it out alive. She had concurred near death – or what felt 
like it as stomped into the yard, flapping, her overly long green rubbery plastic overalls and trousers 
splattered in smelly black bog, hair everywhere, kicking off wellies to reveal stinky black socks that she 
hopped madly around in as David carefully hosed her down before she could enter the boot room for 
a change of clothes. Luckily, she had enough layers for something to be dry underneath before she 
made a quick dash upstairs for clean trousers and socks.
All fun and games in the wild of Dartmoor!

So Mr Dunkley’s question of ‘I don’t know how you do this?’ The 
programme planning is easy – Will, Serena, Ellie and Nick carry an 
encyclopaedia of activities in their heads that we trawl through, use 
and adapt at the last minute pending weather, emergencies, animals, 
season etc. What we do not have is a huge reserve of teaching staff. 
Simply……….. we still cannot afford to recruit, meaning many of us 
work 12-14 hour days. Our team is dedicated to say the least! For the 
moment we have to bide our time, work with what we have and make 
it through the remainder of this year until we hopefully can recruit more 
staff to rotate mornings, evenings and weekends when needed. For 
this of course, we need money we do not yet have.

The last few groups have come from Bristol, interspersed with our 
regular visitors from Providence House in London. This last group was a senior school. The teachers 
carefully selected the children they wanted to reward for having made an effort since September, 
bringing twenty-eight children from three different year groups. Three children’s parents changed their 
minds on the morning of the trip. A combination of scared, very protective parents and COVID has 
increased the level of reluctance and fear, not only within children’s own heads but parent’s whose own 
experiences are limited or negative. 

Both teachers had whispered on arrival, ‘These kids come from THE most deprived area in Bristol.’ But 
they were brilliant, absolutely brilliant! They did not all know each other, but they helped eat up almost 
every morsel left on a plate (this group may win our ‘least wastage’ competition), they shared scarves, 
hats, hoddies, pulled each other out of gorse bushes, pushed each other up hills, raced each other 
at sweeping out the pig muck and forking out silage for the cows. As both Serena and Ellie said quite 
independently as I washed up dinner plates, ‘I wish I could take one home……… they are sooo sweet!’

								      

Cooking: maths, science, 
history & nutrition all in one 

lesson.

Continued on page 39
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Miss Lazar talked seriously to them all, ran a daily ‘star’ competition ensuring that at least every child      
throughout the week gained a positive for some activity, but hauling them up if they missed a please, or 
thank you or did not help. The leaders in any group are key for a successful trip and on this occasion 
the two staff were superb! 

Luckily for us, they had taken our advice and used our local Woodbrother’s bus Company. Here, we 
have to apologise to our neighbours, as we had a small puddle sized dip before our turning and the 
bus grounded out, then to only struggle to turn in our yard following limitations in the car park due to 
building work. On collection the bus sat in the road for a while. Sorry – we know someone with a trailer 
turned around in despair. Apologies! It should not happen again! Then of course there is the noise that 
children will make as they yelp and leap, squeal and experience nature, raw and tangibly visceral for 
the first time. Hold that thought! These children were 12-14 years old and this was largely their FIRST 
experience of mud, wet grass, cows, pigs, chickens and sheep, never mind the deep, limb numbing 
cold that gets into your bones when you have been in the driving rain all day. Ellie had pairs throwing 
quadrats to count bugs in the field and then worm charming to determine the quality of the soil. They 
loved it all………… although the bog was put down simply as, ‘something we did!’ with the caveat from 
at least three saying, ‘we have enjoyed the challenges’ and big grins! Apologies – we have to stretch, 
expand and challenge. It comes with some down sides but depending on the age of the group the 
noise varies, but sometimes we have to remain close to the farm as the weather has just been foul.

In the last few minutes the group gathered in the Ark, home shoes and their own coats back on. One 
very thoughtful young lad looked at me and asked, ‘Do you get paid for doing this?’ ‘Some of us do,’ I 
replied, ‘some volunteer, but we work longer hours than we are paid for.’ So, I turned to the group as 
they cuddled the latest batch of chicks and said their farewells to Mini, ‘Do you all know that we are a 
charity? Do you know what that means?’ ‘Yes’ came the reply. ‘So, it means, there is no profit, nothing 
extra to put in our pockets. Your group was paid for by some very nice people who think you should 
be given the chance to come to places like East Shallowford Farm.’ To which there was a round of 
applause and whooping. ‘This year, with electricity costs rising, fuel costs rising and all the rest, 
we will make a big loss which I’m not sure how we will cover. As you know, we also work with you 
from morning to night. So…………. Dylan has asked a question ………… is it worth David, Serena, 
Will, Ellie, Nick, Alethe and me working ALL these hours for you?’ The answer took me quite by 
surprise. I was not just a ‘yes’ – but those not holding chicks spontaneously leapt up, off their chairs, 
whopped and yelled, ‘Yeeeees!!’ So there we had our answer!

On that note, a thought! Does anyone have any;
• beigey coloured cotton (has to be cotton) throws we could fling over the sofas? 
• If you ever use Amazon, would you consider logging on through Smile Amazon. Same account 
details, nothing changes, except that if you choose to put in ‘The Shallowford Trust’ through the 
supporting tab, Amazon will give us a donation (note, we take any children from any religion or 
culture and do not differentiate)
• The Wayside Café very generously donated their Willow China to us when they closed. We would 
really appreciate any willow or other china desert bowls if anyone has any spare please.
• Any serviceable wellies or crocs would also be much appreciated

				    Julia  	 www.shallowfordfarm.co.uk

(Continued from page 38)



40

Ashburton Food Bank 
A CONFIDENTIAL SERVICE FOR 
ALL IN FOOD NEED DURING THE 

CORONAVIRUS EPIDEMIC 
WE WILL CONTINUE TO OFFER A 

DELIVERY SERVICE 
If you require food please phone: 

07767 453844 and leave a message 
with your name, number in household, 

any pets, telephone number and 
address.  We will deliver to you as 

quickly as possible. 
This delivery service is available to 
people in Bickington and  Buckland-

in-the-Moor and other villages around 
Ashburton

 
 

 

 

DASH is an independent charity serving patients of 
Ashburton Surgery. We: 

• Take you to any kind of medical appointment, and 
other trips 

• Do your shopping if you are unwell 
• Collect and deliver prescriptions 
• Help with forms and letters 

 
Also, if you would like to help DASH as a volunteer, 
please call 01364 653335. 
 

 

 

 

NEIGHBOURS 
HELPING 

NEIGHBOURS 
 

DASH 
District of Ashburton 

Surgery Help Line 
 

ASHBURTON AND BUCKFASTLEIGH 
HOSPITAL LEAGUE OF FRIENDS

REG. CHARITY NO. 900416

Are you interested in helping your local 
community?  

If so why not come and join your local League 
of Friends. 

Our object is to relieve patients, former 
patients and those in our community who are 
convalescent, disabled, handicapped or infirm 
and generally to support the work of our local 

hospital.
For further information please contact us on: 

07814 365531 or email
ashburtonleagueoffriends@outlook.com

Princetown History Club
meets on the first Tuesday of each month at 

Princetown Community Centre 
at 7 for 7.30pm.

Apr 5 A talk by Dr James Fox on the Rev 
Bray’s inscribed stones in Cowsic valley. 
A visit is planned for August
May 3 A talk by Barbie Thompson on 
“Dartmoor parole towns“

For further information, please phone  
Mr John Lissenden on 01752 847573 
or  email    jlissenden@talktalk.net   
Web Site:  
princetownhistoryclub.weebly.com

mailto:ashburtonleagueoffriends@outlook.com
mailto:jlissenden@talktalk.net
http://princetownhistoryclub.weebly.com
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Other Community News & Events

High Moorland Women’s Institute Princetown
We are a small friendly group of 16 ladies.  We are based in Princetown but 
many of our members live outside.  We try to support the community whenever 
we can and are always open to ideas and suggestions in this area.
We meet the FIRST WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH in PRINCETOWN COMMUNITY HALL at 
7.30pm.  Our meetings usually finish around 9 to 9.30pm.
On the SECOND WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH we hold a free tea, coffee and cakes slot. 
Donations gratefully received.  This is held at Princetown Community Hall 11am to 12.30pm.
Our proposed programme for January 2022 to December 2022 includes informative talks and 
walks, practical sessions (Morris dancing/ yoga/ paper craft) and straight forward social sessions 
(cheese and wine / bingo).
You are very welcome to visit us one Wednesday evening to “try us out”.

Please contact Catherine at Catherine@longash.co.uk or text 07703274691.

DEFIBRILLATOR Training  
 

The Defibrillators in the area have now been installed for nearly 5 years. When they were 
installed we had a course on how how to use them which was very well attended. Although 
the Defibrillator does talk you through the process, so training in it’s use isn’t strictly 
necessary, the people who attended the course all felt much better prepared if they found 
themselves in the position of needing to use it.

We have been very lucky to have been offered another course in the use of the Defibrillators. 
This will take place at Leusdon Memorial Hall on Thursday 19th May, in the evening and 
will be free to anyone from Widecombe and surrounding parishes. Donations for the Charity 
providing the training will be collected on the night. Booking is essential as numbers are 
limited to 30. Booking can be made by contacting 
sec.leusdonmh@btinternet.com  

John Southcombe

Buckland-in-the-Moor Whist 2022
1.00pm Optional soup & roll lunch £2

2.00pm Whist £3 including half time refreshments draw
April 28th June 23rd August 25th October 27th
May 26th July 28th September 22nd November 24th

mailto:Catherine@longash.co.uk
mailto:sec.leusdonmh@btinternet.com
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Contacting the Editorial Team
 Email items for inclusion or any other queries to: link@moorlandteam.org.uk

 For items sent by post please use the following addresses: 

Link Finances (donations, advertising 
fees, invoices etc)

All Other Correspondence

Parish Link Treasurer
c/o Way Park
Widecombe-in-the-Moor
Newton Abbot
Devon
TQ13 7TU
Cheques payable to: 
P C C Widecombe - Link Account 

Parish Link
c/o The Vicarage
Widecombe-in-the-Moor
Newton Abbot
Devon
TQ13 7TF

Thank you to all those who make donations to the Parish Link. 
Commercial advertising and donations ensure that the Link continues to 

be provided free of charge throughout the Moorland Team. 
If you would like to make a donation, please contact the editorial team.

Groups and Individuals who support the Parish Link

Dartmoor Forest Parish Council Postbridge Village Hall
Friends of Widecombe School Princetown History Society
High Moorland WI Various anonymous donations
Holne Parish Council Widecombe Church House Committee
Holne Second-Hand Books Widecombe Fair Committee
Holne Village Hall Committee Widecombe History Group
Leusdon Memorial Hall Widecombe Ladies Social Group
Moorland Merrymakers Widecombe Parish Council
Phyl’s Follies (Postbridge) Widecombe Sports Group

mailto:link@moorlandteam.org.uk
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Last  . . .   but not least . . . 

Parish Link Advertising Costs
Size Size Month Year
Sixth Page 61x60mm £7.50 £80
Quarter Page 61x92mm £12 £125
Half Page 128x92mm £20 £215
Full Page 128x192mm £35 £380

Please contact the Editorial Team for information and availability of advertising space at
link@moorlandteam.org.uk

Final Copy Deadline
for the May 2022 edition of the Link will be Sunday 10th April but please send as 

early as you can by email. 
Next issue available on Thursday 21st April

May we wish all our readers a Happy Easter!
Within the pages of this packed Link, there are lots of mentions of Easter – from Heidi’s letter 
(p3), Holne Easter Egg Hunt (p11), a Son Rise Service at Buckland Beacon on Easter Day at 
6am (p37), and also services in every church on Easter Day (p22).  Compared to last year, let’s 
hope for a “normal” time of Easter Celebrations, with the minimum disruption from Covid.
With spring now in full-swing, it’s like the Moor is waking up, with many organisations getting 
back into action – do check the diary on page 23 which is bulging with events for getting out and 
about in April.
Then there are the first signs of plans for the Platinum Jubilee weekend – Leusdon Hall 
photo requests and musical coffee morning (p19), whist, quiz and sports at Postbridge (p25), 
Princetown tree planting (p29), Widecombe Fireworks (p34). We are sure that many more 
events are being planned for us all to enjoy!
We are delighted to bring you this edition of the Link. 

With best wishes from “The Link Team”

PS Please be extra aware of deadline for copy for our May edition – 10th April – some of our 
contributors have been sending adverts in a day or two after our deadline – of course we try to 
fit them in, but late entries make the editor’s job far harder. 

mailto:link@moorlandteam.org.uk


CARROLL CLEANING SERVICES 
SINE FUCO ET FALLACIIS CONDUCIMUS 

Established 1985 
WINDOW CLEANING & 

SOLAR & PV PANELS,  
 TENNIS COURTS & OUTDOOR SPORTS SURFACES. 

                01647 277584                

07771 761125 
info@carrollcleaning.co.uk 
www.carrollcleaning.co.uk 

BRIDGE PARK, DARTMOOR, TQ13 9TW 

01626 897297

The Hollies, Avenue Road, Bovey Tracey  TQ13 9BQ

 

www.rendells.co.uk 

Newton Abbot Office: 
13 Market Street, Newton Abbot, Devon, TQ12 2RL 

Tel: 01626 353881 / Fax: 01626 365030 
Email: newtonabbot@rendells.co.uk 

Chartered Surveyors - Estate Agents - Letting Agents - Land Agents - Commercial Agents - 
Livestock Specialists - Fine Art  - Smallholders Markets - Farm & Machinery Sales - 

Valuers - Auctioneers  
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