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 Before starting this service, you might like to find a candle and be ready to 
light it at the beginning of the Intercessions. 
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¶  The Gathering 

In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
 
Hymn – Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CFpJ2u3hyNw  

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, 
  the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise Him, for He is thy 
  health and salvation! 
    All ye who hear, 
Now to His temple draw near; 
Sing now in glad adoration! 

Praise to the Lord, who o’er all 
  things so wondrously reigneth, 
Who, as on wings of an eagle, 
  uplifteth, sustaineth. 
    Hast thou not seen 
How thy desires all have been 
Granted in what He ordaineth? 

Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper 
  thy work and defend thee, 
Who from the heavens the streams of 
  His mercy doth send thee. 
    Ponder anew 
What the Almighty can do, 
Who with His love doth befriend thee. 

Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that 
  is in me adore Him! 
All that hath life and breath, come 
  now with praises before Him! 
    Let the Amen 
Sound from His people again; 
Gladly for aye we adore Him. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CFpJ2u3hyNw
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Prayer of Preparation 
Almighty God,  
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Penitence 
The Summary of the Law 
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ said:  
The first commandment is this: 
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.  
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,  
with all your soul, with all your mind,  
and with all your strength.’ 

The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ 
There is no other commandment greater than these.  
On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 
Amen. Lord, have mercy.                                                               

Confession 

Hear the words of our Saviour Jesus Christ: 
‘I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me shall never walk in darkness 
but shall have the light of life.’ 

Let us therefore bring our sins into his light 
and confess them in penitence and faith. 
 
Father eternal, giver of light and grace, 
we have sinned against you and against our neighbour, 
in what we have thought, 
in what we have said and done, 
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through ignorance, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We have wounded your love 
and marred your image in us. 
We are sorry and ashamed 
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us, 
forgive us all that is past 
and lead us out from darkness 
to walk as children of light. 
Amen. 

 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon us,  
pardon and deliver us from all our sins, 
confirm and strengthen us in all goodness, 
and keep us in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

Gloria in Excelsis 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
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For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

The Collect 
Almighty and ever-living God, 
clothed in majesty, 
whose beloved Son was this day presented in the Temple, 
in substance of our flesh: 
grant that we may be presented to you 
with pure and clean hearts, 
by your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

¶ The Liturgy of the Word 
Readings 

Malachi 3:1-5 
 
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, 
and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The 
messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is 
coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his 
coming, and who can stand when he appears? 

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a 
refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of 
Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings 
to the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and 
Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in 
former years. 

Then I will draw near to you for judgement; I will be swift to bear 
witness against the sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those 
who swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired workers in 
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their wages, the widow, and the orphan, against those who thrust 
aside the alien, and do not fear me, says the Lord of hosts. 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Hebrews 2:14-18 
 
Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself 
likewise shared the same things, so that through death he might 
destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and 
free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of 
death. For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, but the 
descendants of Abraham. Therefore he had to become like his 
brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might be a merciful 
and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of 
atonement for the sins of the people. Because he himself was tested 
by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested. 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn – We have a gospel to proclaim 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B2FX0-kS7wA 

We have a gospel to proclaim 
good news for all throughout the earth; 
the gospel of a Saviour’s name: 
we sing his glory, tell his worth. 

Tell of his birth at Bethlehem, 
not in a royal house or hall 
but in a stable dark and dim: 
the word made flesh, a light for all. 

Tell of his death at Calvary, 
hated by those he came to save; 
In lonely suffering on the cross 
for all he loved his life he gave. 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B2FX0-kS7wA
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Tell of that glorious Easter morn: 
empty the tomb, for he was free. 
he broke the power of death and hell 
that we might share his victory. 
 
Tell of His reign at God’s right hand, 
by all creation glorified; 
he sends his Spirit on his Church 
to live for him, the Lamb who died. 
 
Now we rejoice to name him King: 
Jesus is Lord of all the earth. 
This gospel message we proclaim: 
we sing his glory, tell his worth. 
 

Gospel Reading 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
This child is the light to enlighten the nations,  
and the glory of your people Israel.  
Alleluia 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Luke 2.22-40 
 
When the time came for their purification according to the law of  
Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 
(as it is written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be 
designated as holy to the Lord’), and they offered a sacrifice 
according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-
doves or two young pigeons.’ 
 
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this 
man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of 
Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him 
by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen 
the Lord’s Messiah.  



8 

 

Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the 
parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was 
customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised 
God, saying, 

‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
   according to your word; 
for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
   which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
   and for glory to your people Israel.’ 

 
And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being 
said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother 
Mary, ‘This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in 
Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner 
thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own 
soul too.’ 
 
There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the 
tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her 
husband for seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to the 
age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshipped there 
with fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment she came, 
and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who 
were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, 
they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child 
grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favour of God 
was upon him. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Reflection 
 

I love the story of Simeon. An old man who had had an amazing 
experience of the Holy Spirit “resting on him.” 
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He was so holy and devout that he experienced the Holy Spirit forty 
years before Pentecost, the date we normally think of as the Holy 
Spirit’s first appearance, in the Upper Room at Pentecost. 

I can picture him as a quiet and prayerful man who in the peace of 
his home was open to God and his Spirit. Someone who set self 
aside and was simply obedient to God. 

Theologians have always taught that God the Father, Jesus the Son 
and the Holy Spirit all existed together from the first moment of 
creation – there has always been a Trinity. It was the same Spirit.  

Indeed Simeon wasn’t the first to experience the Holy Spirit – there 
are half a dozen references to the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament – 
it was experienced by the Psalmist, Isaiah, Daniel, Esdras. And was 
the spirit that moved over the waters at the beginning of the world. 

So Simeon’s experience of the Holy Spirit was just that, an 
experience of the same Holy Spirit that we know today. When he 
received the message about him seeing the Messiah before he died, 
he must have been filled with joy and humility.  

Why was he the one to receive this special message from God? 
Why had he been picked to be first person to recognise and 
acknowledge the Messiah? It must have felt incredible to him.  

But God had chosen him carefully. Simeon didn’t go around 
boasting how special he was, or change his lifestyle in any way at all 
– as Luke tells us, he was “righteous and devout”. So he just 
faithfully kept on his life of quiet devotion. 

And then came the day when he was “guided by the Spirit” to go to 
the temple on the morning that Mary, Joseph and Jesus arrived. 
Simeon now knew their child was the Messiah, and so he took him 
into his arms and was inspired to speak the words that have become 
known as the Nunc Dimittis.  

And then in a prophetic insight, he warned Mary that a sword would 
pierce her soul when Jesus was tried and executed. 

Simeon is a perfect example of how to grow older gracefully, and yet 
to remain open to God’s guidance and leading. And the way God 
chose for him was exactly right for him. 
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Simeon’s example is one that we can all follow at any age – listening 
quietly to God’s call, and then acting on it faithfully with the help of 
the Holy Spirit.  

May God bless you in your listening to his Spirit, and in any words or 
actions you then feel called to say or do.  

Thanks be to God. 

Amen. 
The Nicene Creed 

I / We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

I / We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end. 

I / We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets. 
I / We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
I / We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
I / We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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The Peace 
In the tender mercy of our God 
the dayspring from on high has broken upon us, 
to give light to those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow  
of death and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

The peace of the Lord be always with us. 
 
Hymn – Jesus good above all other 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G28-iKN2hNo 

Jesus, good above all other, 
gentle child of gentle mother, 
in a stable born our brother, 
give us grace to persevere. 

Jesus, cradled in a manger, 
for us facing every danger, 
living as a homeless stranger, 
make we thee our King most dear. 

Jesus, for thy people dying, 
risen master, death defying, 
Lord in heav’n, thy grace supplying, 
keep us to thy presence near. 

Jesus, who our sorrows bearest, 
all our thoughts and hopes thou sharest, 
thou to man the truth declarest; 
help us all thy truth to hear. 

Lord, in all our doings guide us; 
pride and hate shall ne’er divide us; 
we’ll go on with thee beside us, 
and with joy we’ll persevere! 

Prayers of Intercession 
 
If you haven’t already lit a candle, you may like to light one now to 
accompany the prayers, and keep it alight until the final liturgy when 
it is blown out.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G28-iKN2hNo
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(Silence) 

We are all companions on a spiritual journey 
As we travel together, let us pray. 

Lord, we pray that world-wide churches may always be ready to 
travel along your way  
and in your direction.  
Bless and guide our ministers and leaders,  
and all those who help prepare and lead worship.  
We pray for all working to build our Mission Community. 

Jesus Light of the world,  
shine in our darkness. 

As we leave Christmas behind us  
and enter the Lenten season of penitence and discipline,  
help us to be alive to your Spirit,  
who searches all our hearts and renews our lives,  
as we offer our faith and obedience. 

Jesus Light of the world,  
shine in our darkness. 

We pray for nations and leaders as they work to tackle conflicts and 
struggles, 
and particularly the current world wide pandemic.  
We pray for all those people sacrificially working hard to bring  
aid, comfort and support where it is most needed. 

Jesus Light of the world,  
shine in our darkness. 

We pray for the families and communities we represent,  
asking that we may have a spirit of generous love, understanding 
and respect  
for those who are different from us. 

Jesus Light of the world,  
shine in our darkness. 
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We pray for all finding their life-journey tedious, lonely or uncertain,  
those who are ill or vulnerable.  
Be their strong comfort in times of need.  
Bless and protect their families and all carers everywhere. 

Jesus Light of the world,  
shine in our darkness. 

Lord, we pray for those who have died  
and those who miss them and grieve for them. 

Jesus Light of the world,  
shine in our darkness. 

Jesus Christ is the light of the world,  
a light which no darkness can quench.  
Our candle is a symbol of your love and warmth and hope. 
You turn our darkness into light, in your light shall we see light. 
Grant us, and all who have known you in their hearts,  
a share in your eternal kingdom. 

Jesus Light of the world,  
shine in our darkness. 

Open our eyes, Father, 
to the light of your glory: 
   - in the world you have made, 
   - in the people around us, 
   - and in the face of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Merciful Father, accept these prayers  
for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
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And lead us not into temptation;  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

Hymn – Shine Jesus Shine  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D4hXJ9ax2FY 

 

Lord, the light of your love is shining 
In the midst of the darkness, shining 
Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us 
Set us free by the truth you now bring us 
Shine on me, shine on me 

Shine, Jesus, shine 
Fill this land with the Father's glory 
Blaze, Spirit, blaze 
Set our hearts on fire 
Flow, river, flow 
Flood the nations with grace and mercy 
Send forth your word 
Lord, and let there be light 

As we gaze on your kingly brightness 
So our faces display your likeness 
Ever changing from glory to glory 
Mirrored here may our lives tell your story 
Shine on me, shine on me. 

Shine, Jesus, shine 
Fill this land with the Father's glory 
Blaze, Spirit, blaze 
Set our hearts on fire 
Flow, river, flow 
Flood the nations with grace and mercy 
Send forth your word 
Lord, and let there be light 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D4hXJ9ax2FY
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¶ Candlemas Ending 

Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace:  
your word has been fulfilled. 

A light to lighten the nations 
and the glory of your people Israel. 
 

My own eyes have seen the salvation:  
which you have prepared in the sight of every people. 

A light to lighten the nations 
and the glory of your people Israel. 

 
A light to reveal you to the nations:  
and the glory of your people Israel. 

A light to lighten the nations 
and the glory of your people Israel. 

 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be for ever. Amen. 
 
Father, here we bring to an end our celebration  
of the Saviour’s birth. 

Help us, in whom he has been born,  
to live his life that has no end. 

 
Here we have offered the Church’s sacrifice of praise. 

Help us, who have received forgiveness of our sins  
to be thankful for your gift. 

Here we have rejoiced with faithful Simeon and Anna. 
Help us, who have found the Lord in his temple, 
to trust in your eternal promises. 

 
Here we have greeted the Light of the world 

Help us, who now extinguish these candles, 
never to forsake the light of Christ. 
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Here as we picture the place of baptism in our church. 
Help us, who are marked with the cross, 
to share the Lord’s death and resurrection. 

 
Here we turn from Christ’s birth to his passion. 

Help us for whom Lent is near, 
to enter deeply into the Easter mystery. 

 
Here we bless one another in your name. 

Help us who now live in peace,  
to shine with your light in the world. 

 
Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn – Faithful vigil ended 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2lB9QgJKMVk 

 
Faithful vigil ended, 
watching, waiting cease; 
Master, grant your servant 
his discharge in peace. 
 
All the Spirit promised, 
all the Father willed, 
now these eyes behold it 
perfectly fulfilled. 
 
This your great deliverance 
sets your people free; 
Christ their light uplifted 
all the nations see. 
 
Christ, your people's glory! 
Watching, doubting cease: 
grant to us your servants 
our discharge in peace. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2lB9QgJKMVk

