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CHICO’S STAR HOUSE

Chico’s most unusual house, the octagonal Judge Daly or
“Star” House, is a late example of a national fad popular during
the 1850s.

The originator of the octagon fad, Orson Squire Fowler, was
a popular phrenologist who advocated vegetarianism and daily
exercise. He considered the octagon shape better than the usual
square because it was closer to the sphere, the “governing form
of nature.” Some of the many rooms formed by this shape could
be used for *“a playroom for children, a gymnastic room for
females and a dancing room” because “mankind are dying off
like diseased sheep in consequence of pure ennui. They want
action.”

Few of these extraordinary houses remain. San Francisco has
two, a 3-story, 5000 square foot one on Russian Hill (which sold
3 yearsago for $1.8 million) and asmaller one at Gough & Union
belonging to the National Society of the Colonial Dames of
America (open to the public).

Chico’s 8-sided example, the Judge Daly or “Star” House at
494 E. 5th Street, isamuch smaller example than mostbutevery
bit as unusual!
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Floorplan of Octagonal House
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CHICO HERITAGE ASSOCIATION

p.0. box 2078 chico, ca 95927

The Judge Daly or “Star”” House (1881)
494 East 5th Street, Chico

The following is an article from the August 25, 1881 edition of
the Record.

OCTAGONAL COTTAGE

Judge J.T.Daly has in process of construction on Fifth Street,
in the Bidwell Addition to Chico, an octagonal cottage that has
caused much comment among mechanics and builders as well
as others, we have been led, out of curiosity, to examine it. The
angles are 18 feet, with a gable for each, thus making it partially
two-storied in height. The interior arrangement makes it com-
plete with 10 rooms on the lower floor, and 8 on the second. It
seems to be impossible to crowd greater number of conveniently
large and square rooms, with closets, into the same space. The
closets are so arranged as to cut off the angles in the rooms, that
would otherwise occur in the octagonal form of the house. The
rooms in the upper story will be under the roof, and extending
from each gable to the dome running up through the center, will
necessarily be of a rectangular shape, but still large and well
ventilated. The arrangement of the rooms, places the dining
room in the center, approached by the hall from the main
entrance, lighted with a transom and by a large circular dome
extending from the ceiling up through the roof. It is something
new in the style of architecture for anything in Chico, and
attracts much attention. The octagonal style of cottages, are,
however, in vogue in the Southern States as affording cheap,
roomy anc convenient dwellings. The mistake of those who
have attempted octagonal dwellings, has been in making the
angles less than 18 feet, as less than that does not allow of their
being divided into appropriate rooms and closets.
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RENEWAL TIME FOR THE
OLD-HOUSE JOURNAL

The Old-House Journal is the leading publication on restora-
tion and maintenance techniques for pre-1939 houses. Each
issue presents practical how-to articles, as well as features on
house styles, period decorating, and old-house living.

Subscribe now and save 22% off the regular subscription
price. You pay just $14 for a full year. Half of your subscription
price willbe kept by CHA—helping to support preservation here
in our own community. Plus, cur organization will become
eligible to win a $1000 grant from The Old-House Journal.

To take advantage of the discount price, send your check
(made out to Chico Heritage Association) to P.O. Box 2078,
Chico 95927 by November Sth. Be sure to write “O-HJ” in a
corner of your check so we’ll know it is for the subscription. If
you would like more information about the publication, youmay
contact Giovanna Jackson in the evenings at 345-2005.
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“I’s post-gingerbread.”

CALL US!

CHA now has its own phone number: 345-7522. If you need
to get in touch with CHA with a problem or a question, just call
and leave your message on our answering machine. Within aday
or two, one of us will call you—hopefully with the answer!
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From the June 1909 edition of Duffy’s Interurban Guide and
Magazine of the Great Sacramento Valley, borrowed from
Sylph Bronson, comes the following interesting article written
by an unnamed Chico merchant of the time.

CHICO, THE “FRESNO” OF
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

Afier reading the above heading, you may be tempted to ask
“When?” I will answer: When the merchants awake not only to
the possibilities but to their duties I have often thought that2the
average business man should devote more of the time and money
that he now spends in the effort to proselyte some of his
competitor’s patronage to bringing in new trade and the devel-
oping of new markets. For instance, the recent wonderful
development of the town of Paradise means increased prosperity
to Chico as well.

And this and every other effort of this nature should receive
all the encouragement and support possible from the merchants
of Chico. The developing of new towns, the subdivisions of
those wonderfullyrich valley lands adjacent to Chico, which are
now being placed on the market at such reasonable prices and
terms, is by no means all. It is just as necessary to draw them
nearer, and secure their trade by the extension of Northern
Electric Railway lines, thus bringing rapid and cheap transpor-
tation facilities and enabling the farmer to quickly and cheaply
place his products in the market and take his purchases home.

Iam inaposition to state that to my personal knowledge Chico
is at present receiving considerable trade over the Northern
Electric Railway that in the past went the other way. I believe
the merchants of Chico should awake to the fact that it is for their
interest, and the interest of Chico that they boost the Northern
Electric enterprise and give it their support and patronage in
every way possible. The extension of the Northern Electric
Railway north from Chico means much to Chico, and the entire
northern part of the State. We can do, if we try.

CALIFORNIA’S OLDER AND
HISTORIC BUILDINGS*

* Californiahasapproximately 1.1 million buildings that were
constructed before 1940. As many as 150,000 of these date
from the 19th Century.

*  About a million of California’s pre-1940 buildings are resi-
dential structures.

*  Nearly 1,353,000 dwelling units or about one out of every
seven dwelling units in California is located in a building
built before 1940. In many areas the percentage of older
housing is much higher than the State average. In Los
Angeles 22.7 percent of tle housing stock was built before
1940, in Oakland, 41 percent, and in San Francisco, 58
percent.

* Half the dwelling units in pre-1940 buildings are occupied
by renters, the other half are owner occupied. In 1980, over
3,075,000 people or one outof every eight Californianslived
in a building constructed before 1940,

*  California has about 113,430 nonresidential buildings built
before 1945, or approximately 100,000 that were built
before 1940. This means that between 25 and 30 percent of
California’s present stock of non-residential buildings is
made up of pre-1940 buildings.

* From Background Report Prepared for the California
Heritage Task Force and National Trust for Historic Preser-
vation, 1983
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CHICO HERITAGE ASSOCIATION P.O. BOX 2078 CHICO, CA 95927 (916) 345-7522

Please help Chico Heritage Association preserve and enhance the historic cultural resources of our city. We need your membership and
your participation. Become a part of Chico. Join Chico Heritage Association.

1 want to become a member of Chico Heritage Association:
Please renew my membership in Chico Heritage Association:

$ 5 Senior/Student
$ 10 Individual
Address: $ 25 Family i ST

$ 50 Business/Prof
$ 50 Supporting

Name:

Telephone: $100 Patron alE S

Activities I would like to help with:

Preservation legislation Typing Programs/Tours Education/Publicity Baking cookies for fund raisers
Advisory on preservation planning Membership Fund raising Telephone Other:




