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For the attention of: School Principal
RE: THE OFFALY SPCA FREE SCHOOLS EDUCATION PROGRAMME

The Offaly SPCA would like to invite your school to participate in our free Schools Education Programme, the purpose of the programme is to educate and empower young people and their communities to take positive action for animals. 

The Education Officer is happy to work with all ages and will create an age/ability appropriate session to suit each group. The programme teaches compassion and responsible behaviour towards animals and the environment we all share. The Offaly SPCA believes that raising young people's awareness is the best insurance against animal cruelty, neglect, and abandonment. The Society's Education Service plays a leading role in raising public awareness.
If you wish your school to participate in our programme you must complete and return the form attached. On receipt of a completed form we will organise for our Educational Officer to attend your school to deliver a short workshop, the workshops take between 30 to 45 minutes approx. The workshops are age appropriate, fun, interactive, and use the theme of ‘responsible pet ownership’. We have a variety of topics we can discuss with your class and we will tailor each program for the age group of your students. Alternatively you can complete and submit this form through our website at:  www.offalyspca.com. 
I have enclosed information about our organisation, content and aims of our education programme and the delivery method for your perusal. 
Looking forward to hearing from you in the near future. 
Sincerely yours,

Chair Person 
Offaly SPCA
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FREE SCHOOLS EDUCATION PROGRAMME
                                                                                     
   Yes                     No

	


	


Our School would like to participate

In the Offaly SPCA Free Schools Education Programme

School Name:________________________________________________________

Contact Person: ______________________________________________________

School Address: _____________________________________________________

Contact Details
Phone:______________________________________________________________

E- Mail:_____________________________________________________________

Class/Age for workshop:________________________________________________

How would you like to be contacted:
    Phone   
   E-Mail               Post

	


	


	


· Our Education Officer will require a projector on the day to deliver a power point presentation.

· If the School, staff or children would like to make a donation of money or cat/dog food our educational officer will be happy to accept on the day 

Please complete and return to: Offaly SPCA Educational Programme Market Place, Tullamore, Co. Offaly, alternatively you can complete and submit this form through our website at www.offalyspca.com 
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Offaly SPCA Company Overview
The Offaly Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals – affiliated to the Irish SPCA, devotes itself to the rescue, care and re-homing of animals throughout the county.

Programme Content for Primary Schools

· Introduction

· Ice breaker

· Our mission statement

· Responsible pet ownership
· Rescue stories

· Welfare for dog’s

· Equine welfare

Programme Aims
The aims of  Offaly SPCA School Education Programmes is to develop an appreciation of the needs of all living beings, and concern about the way we, as a society, treat animals in our care. Provide students with opportunities to acquire the knowledge, values, attitudes, commitment and skills needed to improve the lives of animals. Change the behaviour of individuals and groups to result in a world where animals matter and cruelty ends.
Delivery Method

It’s important at this stage that children are shown how to respect and handle a pet. They do not always have good control over their movements and coordination but they will want to treat their pets with love and kindness so a little help from us, guiding their hands, will go a long way. We can do this by bringing Buddy our education dog into the classroom and, through guidance and help children will be able to stroke and pet Buddy. We will start to teach about empathy and how animals feel the same things we do. At this stage it is important to accept that children are curious and it is very important we answer questions without having in depth discussions or questions on cruelty to animals. Therefore, we only very briefly will discuss such cases in an age appropriate way. 
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Welfare of cat’s


Puppy farms


Exotic animals


Wild animals


How you can help animal welfare


Animal adoption


Question and answer time 


Your responsibilities as a pet owner

















 Offaly Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals is a Registered Charity No. 11917


