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1. Purpose
Bryan County Sports (BCS) is committed to providing a safe, positive, and enjoyable environment where young athletes can learn, compete, and develop both on and off the playing field. Every participant, coach, parent, spectator, official, volunteer, and league representative shares responsibility for maintaining an atmosphere built on respect, sportsmanship, safety, and integrity.
Participation in any Bryan County Sports activity constitutes acceptance of this policy and all disciplinary measures authorized under it.
2. Player Conduct
2.1 Expectations
Players are expected to:
Demonstrate good sportsmanship at all times.
Respect teammates, opponents, coaches, officials, volunteers, and spectators.
Follow the reasonable instructions of coaches and league representatives.
Display honesty, integrity, teamwork, and self-control.
Care for league facilities and equipment.
Encourage teammates through positive communication.
Accept both victory and defeat with dignity.
2.2 Prohibited Conduct
Players shall not engage in:
Fighting or attempting to fight.
Bullying, intimidation, hazing, harassment, or discriminatory conduct.
Profanity, abusive language, or personal attacks.
Disrespectful or threatening conduct toward officials, coaches, volunteers, opponents, or spectators.
Throwing equipment or other objects in anger.
Intentional damage to league property or another person's property.
Possession or use of alcohol, tobacco, vaping products, illegal drugs, or other prohibited substances during league activities.
2.3 Discipline
Player discipline may include a verbal warning, removal from a practice or game, suspension, or expulsion from the league. The League Director may impose more serious discipline for severe or repeated misconduct.


3. Coach Conduct
3.1 Role and Expectations
Coaches serve as leaders and role models and are expected to:
Promote player development, safety, and sportsmanship above winning.
Treat all participants fairly and respectfully.
Maintain self-control during practices, games, and league communications.
Respect officials, league staff, opposing teams, and facilities.
Encourage positive behavior from players, parents, and spectators.
Create a safe, inclusive, and developmentally appropriate environment.
Communicate professionally with parents, guardians, and league representatives.
3.2 Prohibited Conduct
Coaches shall not:
Verbally abuse, humiliate, threaten, or intimidate players, officials, parents, spectators, or volunteers.
Use profanity during league activities or while in/on league operated facilities.
Encourage cheating or intentional violations of league rules.
Instruct or encourage a player to injure another participant or engage in unsafe play.
Consume or be under the influence of alcohol or illegal drugs during league activities.
Engage in discriminatory conduct, retaliation, or public humiliation of a player.
Publicly criticize or ridicule players.
3.3 Officials and Rule Discussions
Officials' judgment calls are final and shall not be challenged in an abusive, prolonged, or confrontational manner. Questions regarding rule interpretation must be raised respectfully and through the appropriate league process.
3.4 Discipline
Coach discipline may include a verbal warning, written warning, game suspension, multi-game suspension, removal as a coach, season-long suspension, or permanent removal from Bryan County Sports.





4. Parent and Spectator Conduct
4.1 Expectations
Parents and spectators are expected to:
Cheer positively and support all youth participants.
Respect coaches, officials, volunteers, league representatives, players, and other spectators.
Allow coaches to coach and officials to officiate without interference.
Model appropriate sportsmanship and self-control.
Follow facility rules and the directions of league personnel.
4.2 Prohibited Conduct
The following conduct is prohibited:
Profanity, personal attacks, taunting, or abusive language.
Threatening, intimidating, or aggressive behavior.
Fighting or attempted physical confrontation.
Entering the playing area, bench, dugout, locker room, or team meeting area without permission.
Harassing officials, coaches, players, volunteers, or league staff before, during, or after an event.
Discriminatory, hateful, or demeaning language.
Throwing objects onto or toward the playing area.
4.3 Responsibility for Team, Fans, Coaches and Guests
Head coaches are responsible for the conduct of their team, fans, fellow coaches and guests participating in or attending league activities in support of their team. Misconduct by a player, fan, fellow coach or guest may result in disciplinary action affecting the individual(s), the responsible parent or guardian, or both.
5. Ejections and Suspensions
5.1 Authority
League Directors, onsite supervisors, designated league representatives, and game officials have authority to remove any player, coach, parent, or spectator whose conduct threatens safety, disrupts the event, or undermines the integrity of Bryan County Sports.
5.2 Grounds for Immediate Ejection
Fighting or attempted fighting.
Threatening behavior or credible threats of violence.
Intentional physical contact with an official or league representative.
Refusal to comply with league personnel.
Repeated unsportsmanlike conduct.
Abusive language following a warning, or severe abusive conduct without a prior warning.
5.3 Leaving the Facility
An ejected individual must immediately leave the playing area and surrounding spectator areas as directed. Failure to leave may cause the contest to be delayed, suspended, or forfeited and may result in additional discipline or law-enforcement involvement.
5.4 Additional Discipline
An ejection does not conclude disciplinary action. Bryan County Sports may impose additional suspensions, season-long restrictions, or permanent bans following review of the incident.
6. Progressive Discipline Policy
Bryan County Sports seeks to educate and correct inappropriate behavior whenever practical. Discipline should be consistent, but each incident may present different safety concerns, prior history, aggravating factors, or mitigating circumstances. The League Director retains discretion to impose a lesser or greater penalty when warranted.
Note: Any individual ejected from a game will be suspended from participating in the team’s next scheduled game. If the ejection occurs after the game has concluded, including during postgame activities or while leaving the facility, the individual will be suspended from the team’s next two scheduled games.
6.1 Examples of Minor Offenses
Unsportsmanlike comments.
Excessive arguing.
Failure to follow league instructions.
Minor disrespect toward officials, volunteers, or staff.
6.2 Examples of Severe Violations
Fighting or threats of violence.
Physical contact with an official or league representative.
Harassment, discrimination, or retaliation.
Intentional encouragement of unsafe play.
Property destruction.
Refusal to leave after ejection.
Nothing in this section limits the league's authority to impose immediate suspension or removal when the circumstances warrant.


7. 24-Hour Communication Policy
Bryan County Sports recognizes that emotions may run high immediately following competition. To encourage respectful communication and thoughtful resolution, the league adopts the following 24-hour communication standard.
7.1 Waiting Period
Parents, spectators, and coaches shall not initiate confrontational discussions regarding coaching decisions, playing time, officials' judgment calls, discipline issued during competition, or competitive strategy until at least twenty-four (24) hours have passed after the contest ends.
7.2 Appropriate Communication
After the waiting period, concerns should be communicated respectfully through established league channels. Meetings should be scheduled at a mutually agreeable time and should occur away from players whenever practical.
7.3 Exceptions
Medical emergencies.
Immediate player-safety concerns.
Facility hazards.
Suspected criminal conduct.
Other urgent circumstances requiring immediate intervention.
7.4 Prohibited Conduct
Confronting coaches immediately following a game.
Approaching or following officials in parking lots or other non-playing areas.
Interrupting team meetings.
Entering restricted team or playing areas without permission.
Creating a hostile or intimidating situation for volunteers or league personnel.
8. Social Media and Electronic Communication Policy
Bryan County Sports recognizes that social media and electronic communication can be useful for sharing information and celebrating athletes and teams. Online conduct must reflect the same standards of sportsmanship, respect, and integrity expected at league activities.
8.1 Expectations
Communicate respectfully on social media, messaging applications, email, and other digital platforms.
Promote a positive image of Bryan County Sports and youth athletics.
Celebrate athletes without belittling opponents, officials, or other teams.
Use good judgment before posting comments, photographs, videos, or identifying information involving minors.
Recognize that online content may become permanent and publicly accessible.
8.2 Prohibited Conduct
Harassing, bullying, threatening, or intimidating any player, coach, official, volunteer, or spectator.
Posting false or knowingly misleading information about league operations or personnel.
Publicly attacking league decisions or disciplinary actions in a manner that incites hostility or harassment.
Sharing confidential player, family, disciplinary, medical, or league information without authorization.
Posting photographs, videos, or comments intended to embarrass, ridicule, or humiliate another participant.
Creating, encouraging, or coordinating online hostility directed toward anyone associated with Bryan County Sports.
8.3 Coaches and Volunteers
Coaches and volunteers must maintain professional boundaries in electronic communications with minors. Whenever practical, communications involving a minor should include the minor's parent or guardian, occur in a group setting, or use another transparent communication method approved by the league.
8.4 League Authority
Online conduct that materially affects participant safety, league operations, the integrity of competition, or the reputation and legitimate interests of Bryan County Sports may result in discipline, even when the conduct occurs away from league property or outside scheduled league activities.
9. Zero-Tolerance Policy for Abuse of Officials
Bryan County Sports considers game officials essential partners in providing a safe, fair, and enjoyable youth sports experience. Abuse of officials will not be tolerated under any circumstances.
9.1 Standard of Conduct
Players, coaches, parents, spectators, and team representatives shall treat all officials with dignity and respect before, during, and after contests. Disagreement with a judgment call never justifies abusive behavior.
9.2 Prohibited Conduct
Profanity directed toward an official.
Personal insults, derogatory remarks, or discriminatory language.
Threats, intimidation, or aggressive posturing.
Repeated arguing after an official has ended the discussion.
Following or confronting officials after a contest, including in parking lots.
Throwing objects toward an official.
Intentional physical contact with an official.
Encouraging others to confront, threaten, or harass an official.
9.4 Physical Contact or Threats
Intentional physical contact with an official or any credible threat of violence will result in immediate suspension pending review. Bryan County Sports may impose a season-long suspension or permanent ban and may notify law enforcement when appropriate.
9.5 Authority of Officials
Officials retain authority over participant conduct during contests and may request assistance from league personnel to remove any individual whose behavior interferes with the safe administration of the event. Failure to comply with an official or league representative may result in additional discipline.
10. Commitment to Positive Youth Sports
Bryan County Sports believes youth athletics should build character, confidence, discipline, leadership, teamwork, and respect. Every participant and supporter is expected to contribute to an environment where children feel safe, encouraged, and excited to participate. The success of Bryan County Sports is measured not only by competition results, but also by the character developed in every young athlete.
Policy Acknowledgment
By participating in Bryan County Sports, players, parents or guardians, coaches, volunteers, and spectators acknowledge that they have reviewed this policy and agree to comply with its requirements.
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