
           

  St John the Divine Church, Selsdon 

  2nd December 2018 

Advent Sunday 
 

Welcome to St John’s! 

Welcome to everyone!  If you’re a newcomer or a visitor to St John’s we have great 

pleasure in welcoming you today.  All you need for this service is contained in the 

service booklet you have been given and below are details of the hymns, readings and 

prayers we’ll be using – we’ll sing the hymns from the hymn books you have been 

given.  Hymns numbered 1-799 can be found in the green hymnbook.  Hymns 

numbered 800 and above can be found in the blue books.  We hope you enjoy 

worshipping here.  After the 10am service, tea and coffee are served in the church 

hall, to which you are warmly invited.  Hosts today to welcome you are Paul and Sue 

Oakes - do come and say hello!  

 

PLEASE TAKE THIS LEAFLET HOME WITH YOU! 

 

The Opening Prayer: 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness and to put on the 

armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which your Son Jesus Christ 

came to us in great humility; that on the last day, when he shall come again in his 

glorious majesty to judge the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; 

through him who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever.  Amen 

 

Post Communion Prayer: 

O Lord our God, make us watchful and keep us faithful as we await the coming of 

your Son our Lord; that, when he shall appear, he may not find us sleeping in sin 

but active in his service and joyful in his praise; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Hymns at the 10am service: 

First hymn:        16 Wake O wake (verses 1 and 2 only)  

Gradual hymn:         15 The Lord will come and not be slow 

Offertory hymn:       11 O come O come Emmanuel 

Communion hymn:   3 Come thou long-expected Jesus 

Last hymn:             7 Hills of the North, rejoice 

 

Choir anthem today:  O thou the central orb  Wood 

  

Prayers today are led by:  Anne Skinner 
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First Reading read by Alan Brookes 

 

Either: 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfil the promise I made to the 

house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a 

righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and 

righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in 

safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: ‘The Lord is our righteousness.’  
Jeremiah 33.14-16 

 

Or: 

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before 

our God because of you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you 

face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith. 

Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. And 

may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just 

as we abound in love for you. And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that 

you may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus 

with all his saints.  
1 Thessalonians 3.9-13 

 

Gospel 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and 

on the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the 

waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, 

for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see “the Son of Man 

coming in a cloud” with power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take 

place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.’ 

Then he told them a parable: ‘Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they 

sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So 

also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is 

near. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken 

place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and 

drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a 

trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all 

times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take 

place, and to stand before the Son of Man.’  
Luke 21.25-36 
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If you’d like prayer either for yourself or for another, please contact Jenny 

at jennyrowley@waitrose.com or 0208 657 2343.   And if you would like to 

include the name of a loved one among the list of the departed on the 

anniversary of their death, please give details to Jenny. 
 

For your prayers: 

We pray for God’s love to surround: 

Jack Platts 

We pray for those who have died recently: 

 

We pray for loved ones on the anniversary of their death: 

2nd December Evalyn Catlin  (1981) 

   Dennis Dovey  (2007) 

3rd December Molly Pratt   (1981) 

4th December Margaret Patricia Allen (2014) 

   Derek Sharman  (2017) 

5th December Kate Dyer   (1975) 

   Arthur Maclean  (2015) 

6th December Gwen Dobson  (1982) 

   Margaret Frith  (2004) 

8th December John Richard Chester   (2002) 

                 George Benjamin  (2009) 

                 Raymond Hayles  (2014) 

 
 

We want to look after everyone in church today!  Parents and carers can help by 

supervising their children at all times.   

Please help us to keep everyone safe in church!  Small children running around 

can so easily trip or tip something over and hurt themselves or others.  Please try to 

keep children out of the sanctuary area (where the altar is) during the service and out 

of reach of the candles!   

We hope you enjoy using our Children’s Area – a special part of the church where 

parents/carers and children can share the service together, perhaps using the toys, 

books and puzzle sheets provided.   

If you have any suggestions on how we can make it even better, or help you enjoy the 

service more with your child, please let Jenny know. 

 

If you’d like to discuss arranging a baptism (christening), a wedding or a 

funeral, please call Jenny on 0208 657 2343. 

Please give NOTICES for inclusion in the weekly service sheet to Jenny 

(jennyrowley@waitrose.com) preferably by e-mail, or in writing.  It would be 

helpful to receive these before * Tuesday * each week. 

mailto:jennyrowley@waitrose.com
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St John’s Website 
The website for our church can be 

foundwww.stjohnsselsdon.org.uk  

            The Parish Office is open 
Mon-Thur 9am-2pm Please call Amanda on to help with: 

• Parish admin or queries 
• Hall Bookings 

• Publicity for the church or hall 

Please call      0208 6579466    /      07958 682103 

Or email     bookingsstjohns@gmail.com 
 

Meeting God in Silence 

                      Mondays 6pm-6.30pm 
An opportunity to share a time of quiet in the Lady Chapel.  

Led by Susan Oakes and friends 
       All Welcome !!!! 

 

CHILDREN AND HOLY COMMUNION 

Children are welcome at God’s table – if you are baptised, but do not receive the 

bread and wine, but think you might like to, you could consider asking to be admitted 

to Communion.   

If you think you might be ready to make this next step in your Christian journey, and 

would like to receive the bread and wine at our services, or just want to find out 

more, please speak to Jenny.   

If you are a grown-up and want to know more about this important development in 

our life together, please pick up a leaflet from the back of church. 

MID WEEK COFFEE MORNINGS 

ON THE SECOND WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH 10.30am–

12noon.  See the notice sheet for details of the venue!   

ALL WELCOME! 

Our next Coffee Morning will be on Wednesday 12th December at 

the Rectory     
           

Coffee Rota 2019 
New welcomers are needed for the Sunday morning coffee rota for 

2019, please speak with Catherine Sands, she would be delighted to 

hear from you.         

mailto:bookingsstjohns@gmail.com
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******Next weekend is the White Christmas 

weekend it would be lovely to see you all there. 

 A great weekend packed full of lots to see and do. 

 

Please also remember we have the White 

Christmas Concert on Sunday 9th Dec at 6pm 

when Greenvale Choir and the Songsations will 

join us for a very festive evening. ******** 
 

 

Christmas Post Box 
By popular request, The St John’s Christmas 

Post Box is returning!  The Post Box will be open from 2nd December 

to 16th December.  Please collect your cards before Christmas Eve – 

and if you see cards for friends you know won’t be able to collect theirs in 

person, please could you take them way for them.  Any cards not collected 

by the new year will be recycled! 

For those who prefer to send a single card to all their Friends at St John’s, and 

perhaps make a donation to a favourite charity instead of buying individual cards, a 

board will also be available to display Christmas Cards for St John’s friends.  

If there are any little elves that would like to help sort Christmas Cards, please 

let the Churchwardens or Catherine Sands know. 
 

Gingerbread, cupcakes, scones, banana loaf, Victoria sponge, 

chocolate cake, Christmas cake or whatever you like to 

bake..........calling all cake makers! 

 

Sylvia Hughes and Pat Slade would be delighted to receive all kinds of cakes to 

sell at the  

White Christmas Fun Day on Saturday 8 December!  
Please bring cakes to the hall on the day before 11am. If you have any queries 

please speak to Sylvia or Pat who will be happy to help. 
 

 

Come and join us for a 

Festive Breakfast on Sunday 2nd December at 

around 9am 

Get the Advent Sunday started off with a 

good hearty breakfast 

There will be no breakfast in January. The team will 

return in 2019 on Sun 3rd February 
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            ST JOHN’S SELSDON 

GARDEN ROOM 
       

  
As you know, we’ve all been hard at work planning, and 
fundraising to build St John’s Garden Room - a comfortable 
and welcoming space for church and community groups to 
use and enjoy.  With all your hard work, and particular 
thanks to Peter Crocombe and his planning team and Gill Salter and her 
fundraising team, we now have sufficient funds, and the necessary 
permissions in place from the Diocese and from Croydon planning office, to be 
able to begin building.  The building work is expected to last for about 6 
months.  During that time the Garden of Remembrance will be fenced off and 
at times there is likely to be limited access to the south side of the church.  I’m 
sure you will bear with us while the work goes on.  If you have any particular 
needs or concerns at any time, please do speak to Jenny. 
 
Although we’ve done really well with fundraising, and securing funds from 
external sources, we do still need to raise a bit more to cover all our costs.  So 
our fundraising continues – please continue to support events which will raise 
much-needed funds for the project 
 If you would like to make a donation towards the building of the garden 

room, perhaps in memory of a loved one or in thanksgiving for an event eg. an 
anniversary or significant birthday, or in celebration of an achievement, please 
take a “brick donation” pack from the back of the church. 

If you would like any further information please contact Gill Salter 
at 21 Rylandes Road, South Croydon CR2 8EB 

0208 4059971 OR salterg@outlook.com                                              
 
Supported By… 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and Garfield Weston Foundation 

 
 
 

mailto:SALTERG@OUTLOOK.COM
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Garden Room Planned Giving 
We have received requests for a planned giving form to enable direct donations to 
be made to the Garden Room project.  
A standing order mandate form has been produced and will provide the means to 
make planned donations as a one-off payment or several payments over a period of 
time to be determined by the donor, making this a convenient way to be part of the 
Garden Room Project as it grows.   
Forms are available at the back of church. Please contact Gill Salter on  
0208 405 9971 or salterg@outlook.com if you need any further information or help 

      

 ST JOHN’S CHURCH 

CHRISTMAS REMEMBRANCE TREE 

 

Christmas can be a difficult time if you have lost a 

loved one 

 

This year St John’s is again offering the opportunity to 

remember those we never forget by placing a label decoration on the Christmas 

Remembrance Tree 

 The tree will be placed in St John’s on 

Saturday 8 December 2018 until Epiphany, Sunday 6 January 2019 

and will be dedicated at our Quiet Christmas Service on   

***Monday 17th December 2018 at 7.30pm*** 
 If you would like to take part by writing your loved one’s name on a label to be 

attached to the Christmas Remembrance Tree, full details with dedication labels 

are available from the back of the church.  Please take an envelope.   

We are grateful to Selsdon and District Funeral Service for kindly donating the 

tree this year.  

If you would like any further information or help please contact 

Gill Salter on 0208 405 9971or Ann Orchard on 0208 6866163 

  

 

Do you like singing? 

Come and join St John’s Choir! 
Even if you can only commit to one or two Sundays a 

month, please have a word with our Director of Music, 

Ian Brentnall if you might be interested.  All voice parts 

welcome!  Tel: 8290 6594 or email  
ianbrentnall1@sky.com 

 

 
Copyright acknowledgement: Some material included in this service is copyright: © 1989 National Council of the Churches of 

Christ, USA; some material included in this service is copyright: © The Archbishops' Council 2000, 2002, 2009 

 

mailto:salterg@outlook.com
mailto:ianbrentnall1@sky.com


 8 

 
 

PILGRIM 
THANK YOU to Peter Crocombe and Robert Thornton, and 

everyone who has helped, especially with refreshments over the 

last few weeks as we have journeyed through the second part of the PILGRIM 

course.  Watch out for details of our next course! 

        

From today, and throughout Advent we will be collecting for our 
Christmas appeal. 

This year we are collecting for  Nightwatch  
Please chuck your donations down the drain. 

 
Nightwatch volunteers are out every night in the 
centre of Croydon giving food and other help to 
homeless and other vulnerable people. 

 
 
 
 

SEALED BIDS ARE INVITED 
TO PURCHASE A BEAUTIFUL PATCHWORK 

QUILT 
AUCTION CLOSING DATE – 8TH DECEMBER 2018 

We are delighted to announce that Jean Cockerell has made a beautiful patchwork 
quilt to be auctioned by sealed bid, 

 in aid of the Garden Room project 
                                          The quilt measures 178cm x 137cm 

Please come along to St John’s Hall on the 
following dates to view the quilt and 

make a sealed bid: 
                           Sunday 11 November 2018 - 11.15am – 12.00 Noon 

Sunday 18 November 2018 - 11.15am – 12.00 Noon 
Sunday 25 November 2018 - 11.15am – 12.00 Noon 
Sunday    2 December 2018 - 11.15am – 12.00 Noon 

                   Saturday 8 December 2018 - 11.00am – 2.30pm 
 

Full Terms and Conditions will be available on the viewing dates. 
Please speak to Janet Brown and Gill Salter for more details 
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ST JOHN’S CHURCH 

CHRIST IN THE COMMUNITY 
 

As we prepare for Christmas by our journey through 
Advent, you are invited to share in the fun of Christ in 

the Community 
From Advent Sunday to Christmas Eve a simple nativity stable will begin travelling from St 
John’s to homes all around the parish ending back at St John’s for the Crib Service at 4pm 
on Christmas Eve. While it’s in your care please take a photo of the stable out in the 
community to show that Christ is in all places even the unusual! 
Send a copy of your photo to Amanda Sinclair on 
bookingsstjohns@gmail.com  or take a copy into the Parish Office so that it 
can be included in a collage to be placed in St John’s 

 
If you would like to take part please sign the sheet at the back of the church 

If you would like any further details please contact  Jenny Rowley on 
jennyrowley@waitrose.com or Gill Salter on salterg@outlook.com   

 

Come and help us celebrate 50 

years of         Christingle  
!!THIS AFTERNOON at 3pm!! 
----------------------------------------------------------- 

Advent Carol Service 
TONIGHT at 6pm 

Readings with music for choir and congregation.   
 

Come to St John’s and make a good start to that time of 
preparation which reminds us of the significance of the 

coming into the world of the Christ of God. 
 

Do you have a toy animal that would like to be part of our NATIVITY 
SCENE over Christmas?  Please ask your soft toy animal friends, and if 
they’d like to join in, please bring them along to church.  They’ll need 
to stay in church over Christmas until Epiphany.   
Watch the stable scene unfold over the coming weeks… 

 

mailto:bookingsstjohns@gmail.com
mailto:jennyrowley@waitrose.com
mailto:salterg@outlook.com
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Christmas Is Coming ……….                                         
And we are well underway with preparations for our 

White Christmas weekend. 

Of course, we would love to hear from you if you are 

able to help over the weekend even if only for an hour 

or so. 

We would also be grateful for donations for the various 

stalls which can be brought along on the following 

Sundays and left in the porch. 

 

 2nd December –  

*****Chocolates for the Chocolate tombola and 

Preserves.**** 
**We still need donations for the Beauty and The beast stall, 

bottles for the tombola and if you have any plants you could donate 

to sell.  

 Please bring in anytime for those items and leave in the church 

porch.**  
 

Please speak to either Gill Salter, Helen Lishmund, 

Janice White or Jane Guglielmi 

Or e-mail to helen.lishmund@blueyonder.co.uk 

  

                                                                            

                                                 A 

“Quiet Christmas” 

At St John’s  

on Monday 17th December at 7.30pm. 

A special service of hope and reassurance for 

 those who may struggle with a “Merry” Christmas this year.   

The service will include the Dedication of the Christmas Remembrance 

tree 

 

 

mailto:helen.lishmund@blueyonder.co.uk
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St John’s Christmas Cards.  We’re hoping to distribute these as 

widely as we can throughout the parish.  So please take at least 3 

away with you today – one for you, and one for the neighbours 

each side of you – just pop it through their door on your way back 

from church today.  And if you can take a handful for the rest of the road you live in, 

that’d be brilliant! We also have some cards bundled up into roads– no more than 

about 30 to deliver in each road…Volunteers please!! 
 

 

St John’s Christmas Outreach Appeal 

Evolve Housing + Support 
 

THANK YOU to everyone who has supported Christmas Outreach 

Appeal last year for Evolve Housing (formerly Croydon YMCA). 

Last year’s donations went towards giving gifts to approximately 300 

homeless residents that Evolve house in the Croydon area. The gifts 

were sorted into evenly weighted bags so everyone received an equal present. Usually 

these would include a main gift as well as a toiletry item and a chocolate item. 

 

We’d like to continue to support Evolve Housing Charity this year in their appeal for 

Christmas gifts, so that they can give at least one Christmas present to every homeless and 

vulnerable person they support in and around South London. And we’d like to help by 

collecting as many gifts as we can for them to distribute among those who need a bit of 

loving care at Christmas! 

Evolve tell us that 60% of the homeless people living in their hostels are male, 55% are aged 

between 18 and 25 years old. If you’re still not sure what kind of gift might be appropriate, 

here are some ideas: 

 

A Gift voucher from Amazon, Argos, Boots, Topshop, Debenhams, 

Starbucks, Cinema etc *Nail varnish/Manicure set *Books*DVDs *A Watch 

*A Photo Frame *Mugs *Wallet *Perfume/After shave*Sweets/chocolates 

*Scarf/Gloves/Woolly hat *Socks/Sparkly tights  

Earrings *Lipstick *Christmas treats *Luxury toiletries (fancy face wash, 

moisturiser etc.)  
 

If you’d like to help, please bring your gift – it doesn’t have to be wrapped or in a shoebox 

– and put it in the collection box at the back of church, ideally before Friday 14th 

December. Cut-off date is Monday 17th December. 

THANK YOU for your help! 

If you would like to know more about Evolve Housing + 

Support please visit 
https://www.evolvehousing.org.uk/ 

https://www.evolvehousing.org.uk/
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SERVICES AND OTHER EVENTS THIS WEEK 

2nd December 2018 
 

Sunday 

3.00pm Christingle 

6.00pm Advent Carol Service 

 

Monday   

10.00am Baby and Toddler group 

10.00am Prayer circle 

6.00pm – 6.30pm  Meeting God in Silence in the Lady Chapel 

7.30pm Eucharist in honour of Our Lady of Walsingham 

 

Wednesday  

10.30am Nativity service at Croham Place 

 

Thursday   

10.00am Baby and Toddler group 

10.15am Said Eucharist.   

 

Saturday **WHITE CHRISTMAS WEEKEND** 

11am-3pm Church open for Festive Fun! 

 

 

Next Sunday The Second Sunday of Advent 

WHITE CHRISTMAS WEEKEND CONTINUES 

8.00am  Said Eucharist in traditional language 

10.00am  Parish Eucharist for All Ages 

2pm-5.30pm**Church open for White Christmas weekend** 

6.00pm  **Christmas Concert** 

 

 

Readings next Sunday at 10am: 

Malachi 3.1-4 or Philippians 1.3-11: Luke 3.1-6 

 

 

Morning Prayer is usually said in Church each weekday (except Friday) between 

9.00am and 9.30am.  You are welcome to join any of these services.  

If there’s something on your mind and you’d like to talk it over with someone, or if 

you’d like to make your confession, Jenny will be happy to see anyone at any time by 

appointment.  She can be contacted on:   

0208 657 2343 or jennyrowley@waitrose.com 

mailto:jennyrowley@waitrose.com

