St John the Divine Church, Selsdon
3rd February 2019
CANDLEMAS
The Presentation of Christ in the Temple
Welcome to St John’s!
Welcome to everyone! If you’re a newcomer or a visitor to St John’s we have great
pleasure in welcoming you today. All you need for this service is contained in the
service booklet you have been given and below are details of the hymns, readings and
prayers we’ll be using – we’ll sing the hymns from the hymn books you have been
given. Hymns numbered 1-799 can be found in the green hymnbook. Hymns
numbered 800 and above can be found in the blue books. We hope you enjoy
worshipping here. After the 10am service, tea and coffee are served in the church
hall, to which you are warmly invited. Hosts today to welcome you are Sue Condon,
Libbey Lawrey and Julia Lyell - do come and say hello!
PLEASE TAKE THIS LEAFLET HOME WITH YOU!
The Opening Prayer:
Almighty and ever-living God, clothed in majesty, whose beloved Son was this day
presented in the Temple, in substance of our flesh: grant that we may be presented
to you with pure and clean hearts, by your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen
Post Communion Prayer:
Lord, you fulfilled the hope of Simeon and Anna, who lived to welcome the Messiah:
may we, who have received these gifts beyond words, prepare to meet Christ Jesus
when he comes to bring us to eternal life; for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever.
Amen.
Hymns at the 10am service:
First hymn:
439 Praise to the holiest in the height
Gradual hymn:
842 O now our God your servant’s free
Offertory hymn:
843 Angels sang in celebration
Communion hymn:
836 Born in the night
Last hymn:
809 The Spirit lives to set us free
Choir anthem today:

O nata lux

Prayers today are led by Peter Crocombe

Tallis

First Reading read by Ian Harley
Thus says the Lord God: See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before
me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger
of the covenant in whom you delight – indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts.
But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For
he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of
silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver,
until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah
and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years.
Then I will draw near to you for judgement; I will be swift to bear witness against the
sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who
oppress the hired workers in their wages, the widow, and the orphan, against those
who thrust aside the alien, and do not fear me, says the Lord of hosts.
Malachi 3.1-5

Gospel Reading
When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, Mary and
Joseph brought Jesus up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord. (as it is written in
the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord’),
and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair
of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous
and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested
on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death
before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the
temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was
customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying,
‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,
according to your word;
for my eyes have seen your salvation,
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
a light for revelation to the Gentiles
and for glory to your people Israel.’
And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him.
Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is destined for the
falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that
the inner thoughts of many will be revealed – and a sword will pierce your own soul
too.’
There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She
was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, then
as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshipped there
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with fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment she came, and began to praise
God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of
Jerusalem.
When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with
wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him.
Luke 2.22-40

For your prayers:
We pray for God’s love to surround:
Femi Ayoola, Christobel Grant, Marion and Pat Hall, Brian Mason
We pray for those who have died recently:
Laura Hay, Jill Slattery
We pray for loved ones on the anniversary of their death:
3rd February
Dorrie Yorke
(1989)
Sadie Austin
(2014)
th
4 February
Winifred Phillips
(1987)
Sophie Budgen
(1996)
Carol Selby
(2018)
th
5 February
John Chew
(1982)
Vera Huggett
(1983)
Brian Marshall
(1993)
John Sparks
(2001)
th
6 February
Trixie Sayers
(1981)
th
7 February
Doris Geddes
(1983)
th
8 February
Winnie Smith
(1982)
George Rapp
(1984)
Valerie Beeden
(2017)
Please also remember in your prayers Emilia Nicole Eve and Zara Renee Eve,
being baptised later this morning.
And please also remember in your prayers Graham Jennings, preparing for
Confirmation at St Mary’s Church, West Wickham this evening

If you’d like prayer either for yourself or for another, please contact Jenny
at jennyrowley@waitrose.com or 0208 657 2343. And if you would like to
include the name of a loved one among the list of the departed on the
anniversary of their death, please give details to Jenny.
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If you’d like to discuss arranging a baptism (christening), a wedding or a
funeral, please call Jenny on 0208 657 2343.
Please give NOTICES for inclusion in the weekly service sheet to Jenny
(jennyrowley@waitrose.com) preferably by e-mail, or in writing. It would be
helpful to receive these before * Tuesday * each week.

St John’s Website
The website for our church can be
foundwww.stjohnsselsdon.org.uk

The Parish Office is open
Mon-Thur 9am-2pm Please call Amanda on to help with:
• Parish admin or queries
• Hall Bookings
• Publicity for the church or hall

Please call

0208 6579466 /

07958 682103

Or email bookingsstjohns@gmail.com
Meeting God in Silence

Mondays 6pm-6.30pm
An opportunity to share a time of quiet in the Lady Chapel.
at 3 Sylvan Close,Selsdon CR2 8DS
Led by Susan Oakes and friends
All Welcome !!!!
CHILDREN AND HOLY COMMUNION
Children are welcome at God’s table – if you are baptised, but do not receive the
bread and wine, but think you might like to, you could consider asking to be admitted
to Communion.
If you think you might be ready to make this next step in your Christian journey, and
would like to receive the bread and wine at our services, or just want to find out
more, please speak to Jenny.
If you are a grown-up and want to know more about this important development in
our life together, please pick up a leaflet from the back of church.
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CONFIRMATION

Confirmation is another step along the journey of faith – where you
have the opportunity to confirm for yourself the promises made by
your parents and godparents on your behalf when you were
baptised, namely to follow Christ and to take your place within the
life and worship of His church. If you think you might be interested
in being confirmed, please speak to Jenny as soon as possible.

MID WEEK COFFEE MORNINGS
ON THE SECOND WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH
10.30am–12noon.
Our next Coffee Morning is on Wednesday 13th February at 21
Rylandes Road – ALL WELCOME!

Do you like singing?
Come and join St John’s Choir!
Even if you can only commit to one or two Sundays a
month, please have a word with our Director of Music,
Ian Brentnall if you might be interested. All voice parts
welcome!
Tel: 8290 6594 or email ianbrentnall1@sky.com

Next church breakfast will be on
THIS MORNING –so if you’re reading
this at the 10am service you’ve
missed it! See you next month!
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ST JOHN’S SELSDON
GARDEN ROOM
As you know, we’ve all been hard at work
planning, and fundraising to build St John’s
Garden Room - a comfortable and welcoming
space for church and community groups to use
and enjoy. With all your hard work, and
particular thanks to Peter Crocombe and his planning team and Gill Salter and
her fundraising team, we now have sufficient funds, and the necessary
permissions in place from the Diocese and from Croydon planning office, to be
able to begin building.
Inevitably there is quite a bit of mess and disruption, especially in these early
weeks. For the moment, access to the south side of the church is severely
limited, and the path from the main door round the side of the church is
currently out of action. The Garden of Remembrance itself is safely fenced
off, but if you would like to bring flowers or floral tributes for a loved one
laid to rest there, please place them in church near the font while the
building work makes access to the Garden itself difficult.
The building work is expected to last until early summer 2019. I’m sure you
will bear with us while the work goes on. If you have any particular needs or
concerns at any time, please do speak to Jenny.
Although we’ve done really well with fundraising, and securing funds from
external sources, we do still need to raise a bit more to cover all our costs. So
our fundraising continues – please continue to support events which will raise
much-needed funds for the project
If you would like to make a donation towards the building of the garden room,
perhaps in memory of a loved one or in thanksgiving for an event eg. an
anniversary or significant birthday, or in celebration of an achievement, please
take a “brick donation” pack from the back of the church.
If you would like any further information please contact Gill Salter at
21 Rylandes Road, South Croydon CR2 8EB 0208 4059971 OR salterg@outlook.com
Supported By…
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Garden Room Planned Giving
We have received requests for a planned giving form to enable
direct donations to be made to the Garden Room project.
A standing order mandate form has been produced and will provide the means to
make planned donations as a one-off payment or several payments over a period of
time to be determined by the donor, making this a convenient way to be part of the
Garden Room Project as it grows.
Forms are available at the back of church. Please contact Gill Salter on
0208 405 9971 or salterg@outlook.com if you need any further information or help

Charitable Giving
At their meeting in November 2018, the PCC agreed to give £1,300 of church
funds to charity, 50% to a national charity and 50% to a local charity.
The national charity chosen was Centrepoint –
1 in 54 people in Croydon are homeless (2017). Centre Point helps 10,000
homeless young people every year, offering safe living area, basic housekeeping
skills, training and counselling. 86% of residents go onto rebuild lives.
St. John’s donation of £650 will pay for 2 rooms for 2 years, helping a number of
homeless people rebuild their lives, a fabulous charity.
The local charity chosen was Selsdon Contact – a charity you will all know well.
They also agreed that the proceeds of the White Christmas Weekend (£2,230)
including the Christmas Remembrance Tree (£560) should be split 50/50 with
the Garden Room project and Selsdon Contact. Selsdon Contact will therefore
be in receipt of £2,045 and the Garden Room £1,395.
The proceeds of the ‘drain’ over the Christmas period means will be sending
£170 to Nightwatch.
Thank you for your generous giving and hard work enabling us to make these
donations.
St. John’s PCC
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This year we are planning to do a plant sale on
Sunday 27th May and Sunday 22nd September
If you are able to help us by planting Spring flowers
ready for the first sale in May we would be really
grateful for all donations of plants chutneys, cakes etc.

Please speak to Gill Salter or Helen Lishmund

Looking ahead to our ANNUAL MEETING
on 7 April at 11.30am
(after the 10am service).
Please could all leaders/co-ordinators of church groups send their annual report in
writing to Amanda before 28th February. Thank you!
bookingsstjohns@gmail.com or hand in to the parish office
th

THANK YOU to Sally and to everyone
who helped with MESSY CHURCH!
Our next MESSY date is Holy Saturday –
20th April 10am – 12noon. If you’d like to help, or just
come along to see what happens you’d be very welcome.
Speak to Sally Geddes for more information!
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Dates for your Diary
Saturday 23rd March –
Quiz Night –
Quizmasters Barry and Sue Shaw.
Booking form on table at back of church.

Sunday 7th April
AGM 11.30am

Sunday 12th May
Christian Aid Lunch
Details to follow

Saturday 18th May
Day Trip to Boulogne
- further details next week

Sunday 27th May
Plant and Produce sale
Details to follow
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Pastoral Visitors.
Just a reminder that St John’s has a team of Pastoral
Visitors, co-ordinated by Sally Geddes. The Pastoral
Visitors keep an eye on friends at St John’s, especially
those who may not find it quite so easy to get to church as
regularly as they would wish, and visit those from our
church family who can’t be with us quite so often, to make sure they stay connected
to and continue to feel part of this church family. This ministry is underpinned with
prayer flowing out of the Thursday morning Eucharist service where, once a month
we will remember the visitors and those they visit before God. You can help with
this ministry simply by holding the pastoral visitors and those they visit before God in
your prayers, perhaps undertaking to be at the Thursday Eucharist once a month as
we remember their work. And if you know if someone you think might appreciate a
visit, please let Sally or Jenny know.
Jenny

ASH WEDNESDAY – 6th March
Once again this year we will be holding an Ash Wednesday service in the
afternoon as well as our usual Ash Wednesday service in the evening:
So on Ash Wednesday 6th March, there will be:
2pm
a said Eucharist
7.30pm
a Sung Eucharist
At each of these services there will be an opportunity to receive the traditional
Imposition of Ashes. The ashes are usually made from last year’s palm crosses, so if
you would like your palm cross from last year “recycled”, please bring it to church
before Sunday 3rd March. Thank you
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LOOKING AHEAD TO LENT… Lent begins on
WEDNESDAY 6th March
Set aside Wednesdays (and one Tuesday!) during Lent for our Lent
Course, “Finding a Voice” inspired by the film, “The King’s Speech”
from 7.30pm to 9pm in the hall.
This Lent course explores the ways in which, like Colin Firth’s
Bertie, we too can face and overcome our terrors to find our true
and authentic voice. Each session covers something different so if you can’t make all
sessions, don’t worry, please feel welcome to come to those you can.
Sunday 10th March at 7.30pm: We’ll watch the film “The King’s Speech” all
through. Please try and come to this session if you can! Books will be available at this
session so you can have a look at some background reading before the first session…
Tuesday 12th March 7.30pm Week One “I’m trying to get you to realise you
need not be governed by fear”
Wednesday 20th March 7.30pm Week Two “I’m just saying you could be King. You
could do it”
Wednesday 27th March 7.30pm Week Three “You have such perseverance, Bertie,
you’re the bravest man I know”
Wednesday 3rd April 7.30pm Week Four
”I was informed after the fact that my
father’s last words were “Bertie has more guts than the rest of his brothers put
together”. Couldn’t say that to my face”.
Wednesday 10th April 7.30pm Week Five “I have a right to be heard!”…”Heard as
what?”…”A man. I have a voice!”
Helen is getting copies of the book “Finding a Voice” for everyone. If you felt able to
make a contribution in the region of £5 per copy to the cost, that would be much
appreciated.
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SERVICES AND OTHER EVENTS THIS WEEK
3rd February 2019
Monday
10.00am
6.00pm
7.30pm

Baby and Toddler group
Meeting God in silence at 3 Sylvan Close
Eucharist in honour of Our Lady of Walsingham

Tuesday
10.00am Rector’s Coffee Hour in Costa on Selsdon High Street. If you’d like to pop
in for a chat or even just to say hello, please do!
Wednesday
10.30am Meditation prayer group
Thursday
10.00am Baby and Toddler group
10.15am Said Eucharist.
2.00pm
Garden Room planning group meeting at 21 Rylandes Road
Next Sunday The Fourth Sunday before Lent
8.00am
Said Eucharist in traditional language
10.00am Parish Eucharist for All Ages
6.00pm
Choral evensong
Readings next Sunday at 10am:
Isaiah 6.1-8 or 1 Corinthians 15.1-11: Luke 5.1-11
Morning Prayer is usually said in Church each weekday (except Friday) between
9.00am and 9.30am. You are welcome to join any of these services.
If there’s something on your mind and you’d like to talk it over with someone, or if
you’d like to make your confession, Jenny will be happy to see anyone at any time by
appointment. She can be contacted on:
0208 657 2343 or jennyrowley@waitrose.com

12

