
 

       St John the Divine Church, Selsdon 

  Sunday 20th December 2020 

             The Fourth Sunday of Advent           

 
   Welcome to St John’s! 

Welcome to our service today we are happy you can join us. Welcome to any 

newcomers to St John’s, we hope you enjoy the service.  

 

The service today will be taken by the Bishop of Croydon Jonathan Clark  

 

PLEASE TAKE THIS LEAFLET HOME WITH YOU 

 

The Opening Prayer: 

God our redeemer, who prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary to be the mother of 

your Son: grant that, as she looked for his coming as our saviour, so we may be 

ready to greet him when he comes again as our judge; who is alive and reigns 

with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen 

 

Post Communion Prayer: 

Heavenly Father, who chose the Blessed Virgin Mary to be the mother of the 

promised saviour: fill us your servants with your grace, that in all things we may 

embrace your holy will and with her rejoice in your salvation; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 

 
 

First Reading  

 

Now when David, the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him 

rest from all his enemies around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, ‘See 

now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.’ Nathan 

said to the king, ‘Go, do all that you have in mind; for the Lord is with you.’ 

But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan:  Go and tell my 

servant David: Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live 

in? I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel 

from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle.  

Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a 

word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd 

my people Israel, saying, ‘Why have you not built me a house of cedar?’  

 

 

 



 2 

 

Now therefore you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I 

took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my 

people Israel; and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all 

your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the 

name of the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a place for my people 

Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be 

disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from 

the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest 

from all your enemies. Moreover the Lord declares to you, David, that the 

Lord will make you a house.  Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure 

for ever before me; your throne shall be established for ever.  
2 Samuel 7.1-11,16 

 

 

Gospel 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 

called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 

house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, 

‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was much perplexed 

by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said 

to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. And now, 

you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 

He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God 

will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.  

He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be 

no end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ The angel 

said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 

High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will 

be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 

conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 

For nothing will be impossible with God.’ Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the 

servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’ Then the angel 

departed from her.  
Luke 1.26-38 
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 For your prayers: 

We pray for God’s love to surround: 

 Andrew Bale, Margaret Rapp 

We pray for those who have died recently: 

David Crietzman, Joan Wallis 

 We pray for loved ones on the anniversary of their death:  
 

20th December Josephine Deacon    (2013) 

      Lynne Whittaker    (2017) 

      Muriel Rowland     (2019) 

21st December Florence Yorke    (1959) 

      Ted Green      (1980) 

      Lester Dutton     (2015) 

22nd December Toni Simmons     (1980) 

      James Hall      (1965) 

      Robert Frankham    (2019) 

23rd December Colin Blood     (2015) 

      Heather Reynolds   (2016) 

24th December  Dorothy Williams    (2008) 

25th December Marjorie Tyrrell    (1990) 

      Mary Ann Wailes    (2004)                       

                          Sylvia Edie      (2010) 

                          Winifred Cameron   (2010) 

 

If you’d like prayer either for yourself or for another, please email 

rectorstjohnschurch@gmail.com And if you would like to include the 

name of a loved one among the list of the departed on the 

anniversary of their death, please email Amanda on the above email.  
 

Please give NOTICES for inclusion in the weekly service sheet to 

 Amanda bookingsstjohnschurch@gmail.com preferably by e-mail, or 

in writing.  It would be helpful to receive this before * Tuesday * each 

week. 

 

If you’d like to discuss arranging a baptism (christening), a wedding 

or a funeral, please call 0208 6572343 or email 

rectorstjohnschurch@gmail.com 

 

 

mailto:rectorstjohnschurch@gmail.com
mailto:bookingsstjohnschurch@gmail.com
mailto:rectorstjohnschurch@gmail.com
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We need to keep social distance to a minimum of 
1m, swift movement out of the church after services 

and that, sadly, we cannot serve coffee currently 
due to revised government guidance 

 

The Parish Office 
Open Mon- Thur 9am-2pm from 

For any enquiries please call 

0208 6579466 

Or email bookingsstjohns@gmail.com 

 

St John’s Website address is: 

www.stjohnsselsdon.org.uk 

To find our Facebook page simply (Google) search 

St John’s Church, Selsdon 
 

 

Down the Drain 
 

The drainpipe will be out at the back of church as 
usual over the Christmas period.  
You are invited to ‘throw your money down the 
drain’ in support of St. John’s Boiler Fund. 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:bookingsstjohns@gmail.com
http://www.stjohnsselsdon.org.uk/
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It’s that time of year again …… 

 

The return of the  

Christmas Card Post Box 
 We will be grateful if all cards could be posted as 

soon as possible because sorting them is a huge 

job and some people will need their cards 

delivered to them. Cards can be put in the box on a Thursday 

between 10am -12 noon and at the Sunday morning service. Also 

if Amanda is in the office she may be able to let you in the church 

please ring to check she is available before you pop up.   

 

We shall ensure that all cards posted before December 20th are 

delivered to those that cannot collect them in person, any 

received after that date will not be delivered but can still be 

collected 

Anyone who wants to volunteer to deliver cards should let Elf 

Debbie or Elf Amanda know. 

 
 

Christmas Raffle 
 

Sadly, there will not be a Christmas Concert 

at St. John’s this year, but we are going to 

hold a Christmas Raffle to raise much needed 

funds for our church. 

 

Lots of prizes : 

***£25 John Lewis voucher 

***Grand Hamper of Christmas goodies 

***Wine, Chocolate biscuits, chocolates, Amaryllis 

 

Tickets are the usual £1 a strip and available on Sundays after the 10 am 

service or through Amanda in the Parish Office.   

 

Get yours soon – the draw will take place on Sunday 20th December after 

the service. 
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**Forms are now at the back of church and the 
tree will be placed in church next Sunday 6th 
December you can also get the info from our 

website ** 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ST JOHN’S CHURCH 

CHRISTMAS REMEMBRANCE TREE 

 

Christmas can be a difficult time if you have lost a loved 
one  

This year St John’s is again offering the opportunity to 
remember those we never forget by placing a label 
decoration on the Christmas Remembrance Tree 

The tree will be in place in St John’s from  

Sunday 6 December 2020  until Sunday 3 January 
2021 

and will be dedicated at our  

Quiet Christmas Service on  

Tuesday 22nd  December 2020 at 7.30pm 

If you would like to take part by writing your loved one’s 
name on a label to be attached to the Christmas 

Remembrance Tree, full details with dedication labels are 
available from the back of the church.     

If you would like any further information or help please contact  

Gill Salter on 0208 405 9971 or Ann Orchard on 0208 686 6163  
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!! CORONAVIRUS !! 
 
As we move into Tier 3 and the cases of coronavirus spiral upwards in 
London and the surrounding counties could I remind everyone of the 
following: 
 
Coronavirus is highly infectious.  Older people and those with underlying 
health problems are at increased risk of severe illness and potentially death 
 
It is critical that we follow strict rules if we wish the church to remain open 
 
1       Everyone must wear a mask properly unless they have a compelling 
reason not to do so and must sanitise on entry to and departure from church 
 
2       Spacing is critical, please do not huddle together and please keep 2m 
apart unless you are in a bubble, sit on chairs which have a green square on 
them 
 
3       Leave church in a measured way, not in a scrum and do not stand at the 
back of the church talking to others 
 
4       Provided you remain in your seats we can deliver your cards to you, if 
you can take cards for other people please let us know 
 
5       Windows need to be open, as does the back door 
 
THANK YOU FOR HELPING TO KEEP THE CHURCH OPEN AND PROTECTING 
OUR CONGREGATION 
 
Debbie Brown 
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Quiet Christmas Service this Tuesday at 7.30pm 
no need for a ticket please just turn up. 
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Christmas Services 
 
We need to limit numbers this year to our main services, so you need a ticket for  

• Midnight Mass  

• Christmas Day  

We will ask you to choose between Midnight Mass and Christmas Day to attend so we 
can make it fair for everyone to enjoy please contact Amanda in the parish office for 
tickets.   

You can call her on 0208 6579466 / 07958 682103  

Or email bookingsstjohns@gmail.com 
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        Diary Dates  
 
   Sun 20th December  

      9 lessons with the Choir- 6pm  

 

                Mon 21st December  

                        Church Closed 

 

Tue 22nd December  

7.30pm - Quiet Christmas 

 

Wed 23rd December  

Church Closed 

 

Thur 24th December   

Church open for private prayer 10am-12noon 

Midnight mass -11.15pm  

 

Fri 25th December  

Christmas Day Service -10am  

 
Sat 26th December  

Church Closed  

Sun 27th December  

Eucharist Service -10am  
 
Copyright acknowledgement: Some material included in this service is copyright: © 1989 National Council of the 

Churches of Christ, USA; some material included in this service is copyright: © The Archbishops' Council 2000, 2002, 

2003 


