
St John the Divine, Selsdon 

 

All Age Communion Service  -  15 March – MOTHERING SUNDAY 
 

Collect: 
 
Jesus, like a mother you 
gather your people to you; 
you are gentle with us as a 
mother with her children. 
Despair turns to hope 
through your sweet 
goodness;  through your 
gentleness we find comfort in 
fear.  Lord Jesus, in your 
mercy heal us;  in your love 
and tenderness remake us. 
In your compassion bring 
grace and forgiveness, 
for the beauty of heaven may 
your love prepare us 
 
 
First reading:                   
          1 Samuel 1: 20-end 
 
Hannah became pregnant, 
and in time she gave birth to 
a son.   
She named him Samuel.  
She said, “His name is 
Samuel because I asked the 
Lord for him.” 
 
Every year Elkanah went to 
Shiloh to offer sacrifices.  
He went to keep the promise 
he had made to God.  
He brought his whole family 
with him.  So once again he 
went up to Shiloh.   
But Hannah did not go with 
him.  
She told him, “When the boy 
is old enough to eat solid 
food, I will take him to 
Shiloh.  
Then I will give him to the 
Lord. He will become a 
Nazirite.  
He will always live there at 
Shiloh.” 
 

  Elkanah, Hannah’s husband, 
said to her,   “Do what you 
think is best. You may stay 
home until the boy is old 
enough to eat.  May the Lord 
do what you have said.”  
So Hannah stayed at home to 
nurse her son until he was 
old enough to eat. 
 
When Samuel was old 
enough to eat, Hannah took 
him to the Tent of the Lord 
at Shiloh. She also took a 
three-year-old bull, one-half 
bushel of flour and a leather 
bag filled with wine. They 
killed the bull for the 
sacrifice.  Then Hannah 
brought Samuel to Eli.  She 
said to Eli, “As surely as you 
live, my master, I am the 
same woman who stood near 
you praying to the Lord.  
I prayed for this child. The 
Lord answered my prayer 
and gave him to me.  
Now I give him back to the 
Lord. He will belong to the 
Lord all his life.”  
And he worshiped the Lord 
there. 
 
Second reading:  
          Colossians 3: 12-17 
 
God has chosen you and 
made you his holy people. He 
loves you. So always do 
these things: Show mercy to 
others; be kind, humble, 
gentle, and patient. Do not 
be angry with each other, but 
forgive each other. If 
someone does wrong to you, 
then forgive him. Forgive 
each other because the Lord 
forgave you. Do all these 
things; but most important, 
love each other.  

  Love is what holds you all 
together in perfect unity. Let 
the peace that Christ gives 
control your thinking. You 
were all called together in 
one body to have peace. 
Always be thankful. Let the 
teaching of Christ live in you 
richly. Use all wisdom to 
teach and strengthen each 
other. Sing psalms, hymns, 
and spiritual songs with 
thankfulness in your hearts to 
God. Everything you say and 
everything you do should all 
be done for Jesus your Lord. 
And in all you do, give thanks 
to God the Father through 
Jesus. 
 
Gospel:  John 19: 25-27 
 
Jesus’ mother stood near his 
cross. His mother’s sister was 
also standing there, with 
Mary the wife of Clopas, and 
Mary Magdalene. Jesus saw 
his mother. He also saw the 
follower he loved standing 
there. He said to his mother, 
“Dear woman, here is your 
son.” Then he said to the 
follower, “Here is your 
mother.” From that time on, 
this follower took her to live 
in his home. 
 
 
Post-Communion 
 
Loving Father, thank you for 
the love of our mothers: 
thank you for their care and 
concern; thank you for the 
joys they have shared with 
us; thank you for the pains 
they have borne for us; 
thank you for all that they 
give us; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
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