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v Lien revue album SANZA SOUL en ligne par 200 WORLD MUSIC 

(septembre 2020) : 
	https://www.200worldalbums.com/post/central-african-republic-sanza-soul-laetitia-
zonzamb%C3%A9k 

 

Music: Laetitia Zonzambe, Sanza Soul,

2017

By Katya Kazbek | October 10th, 2019 | Country: Canada, Central African Republic

A singer’s resilient voice serves as a reminder that the Central

African Republic isn’t just about war and poverty, but has quite a

cultural heritage that is reimagined for the contemporary audience
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Subscribe

EMAIL ADDRESS

FIRST NAME

FROM CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC
and CANADA

WHAT’S GOING ON: Laetitia Zonzambe
has been living in Montreal for the last
decade, but she remains one of the most
prominent musicians to hail from the
Central African Republic. Zonzambe’s
primary inspirations are drawn from the
musical culture of CAR, where she grew
up, immersed both in the popular tunes
and the traditional folk music of the
various tribes. Not a folk musician
herself, she nonetheless refers to her
heritage in her work, and you can hear
the soundings of CAR seep through her
catchy tunes.

WHAT IT SOUNDS LIKE: There is
something ancient, timeless about
Zonzambe’s singing. Even when she
sings happy songs, there is an
overwhelming sadness to her voice. No
surprise, given the fact of her living in
exhile. Even though it’s geographically
remote, her voice to me seems perfectly
suited for the genre of “romance,”
hearty lyrical songs that became a staple
in Imperial Russia through Roma
influence. I love such global parallels.
Zonzambe addresses this tonal aspect in
the exhilarating song “Fafa,” as she
sings: “All my life, I’ve been singing sad
songs, trying to get my message to
you.” And this is perhaps the best
description for Zonzambe’s work. She
carries forward a precious gift of Central
African identity as her gospel and lets
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her resonant voice remain the powerful core
to its ornamental surroundings. Just like a
lone stream through beauty and hardship.

WHY DO WE CARE: the Central African
Republic doesn’t get much credit for its
culture. The landlocked nation is currently
ravaged by war and poverty, with Russian-
government affiliated mercenary forces on
the ground as we speak. And earlier post-
independence history was darkened by the
rule of the infamous Bokassa. However, CAR
is also a powerful center of Sangho culture,
with some Bantu instances. Laetitia
Zonzambe uses the local influences mixed
with contemporary R&B and soul to put her
homeland on the map. Not just for all the low
positions in the world’s country ratings but
also for impressive cultural output.

WHY YOU SHOULD LISTEN: It’s getting
colder in the northern hemisphere. So if
you’re sharing it with Laetitia Zonzambe and
us, you’ll be delighted to have a pick-me-up
of her lucid, warm voice. Although, of course,
it’s just as good for the warmer time of the
year. It will grab you with its instant familiarity
but keep you guessing what turn the singing
will take next. Will the diva roar, or enthrall
with a spiritual refrain? Will her voice follow
the melody or defiantly challenge it? “Sanza
Soul” is not a long album, but the scope of
emotions that it takes the listener through,
and the abundance of forms are staggering.
Whether you’re in for some powerful soul
vocals, or are looking to become educated
on the traditions of CAR’s music—through a
more contemporary take on Baka yodeling
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and pygmy polyphonies—you’re in for a rare treat.

Sanza Soul by Laetitia Zonzambe

For more content like this sign up for our weekly
newsletter

Follow @supamodu Tweet

912 people like this. Sign Up to see what your friends like.Like Share
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Film: The

Last of Us,

dir. Ala

Eddine Slim,

2016
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Les FrancoFolies de Montréal — le 9 juin 2018
10 juin 2018

Voici mon petit reportage photographique d’une bonne partie des
spectacles gratuits aux FrancoFolies de Montréal, le samedi 9 juin 2018.

Ludovic Alarie

Laetitia Zonzambé (République Centrafricaine-Québec)

 

ON-THE-FLY TRANSLATION

DEPUIS LE 2016-02-11

o Visites totales: 7 703 893
o Nombre total de visiteurs: 443 022

ARTICLES LES PLUS CONSULTÉS

o Les aliments causant des gaz
intestinaux (flatulence)
o Teneur en caféine des boissons
énergisantes
o Teneur en vitamine K de certains
aliments
o L’objectif M.Zuiko 60mm Macro
o Les aliments causant de
l’hyperacidité de l’estomac
o Le reflux gastro-œsophagien
o Le fiasco prévisible de la
vaccination québécoise contre le
Covid-19
o Le Bassin d’Apollon
o Covid-19 : ‘aplatir la courbe’ ne
suffit pas
o Covid-19 : la force du nombre

VOS COMMENTAIRES

o Jean-Pierre Martel dans Covid-19 :
évolution en dix mois
o sandy39 dans Covid-19 : évolution
en dix mois
o Laurence Lloyd dans La publicité
trompeuse des épiceries Métro
o Jean-Pierre Martel dans Un
traitement écologique du Covid-19
o sandy39 dans Un traitement
écologique du Covid-19
o Jean-Pierre Martel dans Covid-19 :
un plan d’éradication du Covid-19
o Jean-Pierre Martel dans Covid-19 :
doit-on s’inquiéter de la réticence
aux vaccins ?
o sandy39 dans Covid-19 : un plan
d’éradication du Covid-19
o sandy39 dans Déjà 7,5 millions de
requêtes…
o sandy39 dans Ainsi va la Vie
o Laurence Lloyd dans La galaxie
Caldwell 45

Accueil Culture Nature Guides de voyage Récits de voyage À propos de l’auteur

 French
*

*

*

*

*
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1) Francofolies, Montréal, 2017 
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2) WOMAD 2015, February 13th 2015 
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3) Le Devoir, 6 juin 2014, L’approche Sanza de Laetitia Zonzambé 
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4) Chicago Tribune, 24 mai 2014 
 
24 avril 2014, Article dans le Chicago Tribune, Journal américain majeur (450 000 tirages 
par jour) 
Lien web : http://articles.chicagotribune.com/2014-04-24/entertainment/ct-laetitia-
zonzambe-sanza-old-town-school-20140424_1_central-african-republic-bangui-tabu-ley-
rochereau  
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5)	Le	Devoir,	Sanza	EP	Review,	2014	
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6) Vancouver Sun, 22 juillet 2013 
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7) Radio-Canada, Vancouver, 16 juillet 2013 
Entrevue accessible sur : http://www.radio-
canada.ca/emissions/boulevard_du_pacifique/2012-
2013/chronique.asp?idChronique=303586 
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8) Critique performance aux Francofolies de Montréal 2013, Touki Montreal 
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9) Critique de spectacle, festival Musique Multi Montréal, 30 avril 2013-06-12 
Yves Alavo, écrivain journaliste, accessible : http://alavo.wordpress.com/  
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10) Entretien suite aux événements survenus en Centrafrique 
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11) Critique de l’album EP «Na Be Oko» (Ensemble), Yves Bernard, Le devoir, 22 juillet 
2011 
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12) Critique du spectacle «Laetitia Zonzambé : une étoile qui ne sera pas filante», Touki 
Montréal, 2 novembre 2009 
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13) Cité Black, : Laetitia Zonzambé au New Monrning à Paris en 2005 
 

 


