


“Light of Light” 

 

 The New Year is well upon us. It is back to the same old grind as goes with another year. 
However, God still has something to say to our ordinary life that is extraordinary with Him it as His 
baptized. Epiphany is a season in the Church we are now celebrating that shows Jesus Christ is not 
only God who became man. It is to point out and see how this man truly is God! He shines for us 
with grace and truth just as Simeon said of the infant Jesus at the temple how he was to be, “…a 
light for revelation to the Gentiles” (Luke 2:32). 

 Jesus enlightens lives for the light is God in the darkness. Eyes were opened to see Christ by 
miracles was truly God of God. St. John in the first chapter of his Gospel witnesses, “…We have 
seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father…” (John 1:14). Epiphany begins with the 
Wiseman coming to the infant Jesus following the glory of that star. However, the season of Epipha-
ny continues to glory over Jesus at His baptism by John, when He changed water into wine at a wed-
ding, calmed the winds out in a boat, and even how He raised the dead.  

 Of course, the darkness is dark for a reason. Jesus said, “And this is the judgment: the light 
has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their works 
were evil” (John 3:19). This evil rages today in the hands of sinful humanity and the darkness of true 
evil. Every ethical value that is good for life has been flipped on its head. How many churches have 
jumped into this darkness! God’s glory exchanged for the 
glories of men with their dead idols and ideologies.  

 The 21st century is turning off the lights more than 
just to save increased energy costs. As Pastor Jonathan 
Fisk writes in his book Broken, “Strangely, for all the infi-
nite ability to find knowledge that our age attributes to the 
human mind and heart, we at the same time seem incapa-
ble of imagining any kind of almighty God who might also 
be almighty enough to do something as simple as talk to us 
with words we can understand” (95). 

 Epiphany reveals the glory of Jesus Christ. It pre-
pares us to enter the season Lent that will come later this year in March. This will give us times to 
hear more of the wonders of Lord worked in His life that were glorious. Yet, when we turn the dark-
er trail of God’s Son it is finally with the glory and hope that rests upon Him as God in our flesh. We 
can share with others no matter how life looks that Jesus is “full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). It is 
good news for sinners rich in forgiveness and glorious with salvation for any in need.  

Jesus continues to reveal our darkness only to have conquered it all by the light of His sacri-
fice. The Epiphany of our Lord today through His Word and Sacraments is the glory of Him at work 
in His Church. He still turns on the lights and wondrously shines upon us the Gospel for all to see 
Him as Savior and the Lord. You bear the glory of His grace in life as St. Paul says to the baptized, 
“For you are all children of light, children of the day” (1 Thessalonians 5:5). Yet, the last great 
Epiphany is the glory of Jesus on the Last Day that will cast out all darkness. 

 

The glory of the Lord is here even for you, 

 

                                                        Pastor  



January 19-25, 2025 

More information to 

come as Life Week 2025 

comes closer. You can al-

so check out lutherans-

forlife.org for more infor-

mation about this won-

derful mission.  



 
Board of Education Fundraising Update 

 The pop can fundraiser has raised 

$1350.40 to date and you continue to 

contribute 

 The lottery raffle raised $2902.00 

 Butter braid fundraiser raised $705.75 

We are committed to our goal of helping 

with the financial burden generated in seek-

ing the mission of our school. Thank you to 

everyone who has contributed, helped and 

supported our fundraising efforts! You are 

appreciated more than you may know.  

 

 

 

National Lutheran Schools Week  
 January 26 - February 1 2025 

 
National Lutheran Schools Week provides more 
than 1,800 preschools, elementary schools and 
high schools with the public opportunity to pro-
claim and celebrate God’s work among us in 
schools of The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod. 
 
We thank God for the opportunity to provide ex-
cellent academic preparation for the children we 
serve. We are most grateful for the opportunity to 
share Jesus’ amazing love with children and their 
families. 
 
National Lutheran Schools Week gives us an op-
portunity to proclaim these great blessings within 
the communities we serve. 
 
Our schools are amazing incubators for faithful 
witness of God’s love for us through Christ by 
teachers and students alike. 
 
Watch for more information to come in the bulle-
tin on how you can celebrate with us! 

 

 

Important School Dates  
 

Jan 6 – School Resumes 

 

Jan 17 – End of the 2nd Quarter 

 

Jan 20 – MLK Day – No School  

Teacher Professional Development at VLHS 

 

Jan 26-Feb 1 – Lutheran Schools Week 



 

Christian Families Can’t 
Save the World, but They 
Can Confess the Faith 
December 11, 2024 / By Anna Mussmann /   
 
On my bookshelf is a picture book from 1980 that tells 
children how babies come into being. The text says, 
“Since a family is happier with children, your mother and 
father wanted a baby. They wanted you … to love and to 
care for.” Thirty years ago, it was normal to assume that 
getting married and having children made life better.  
 
In 1980, 33% of women had four or more children. Child-
lessness was rare, and the childfree movement unheard of. 
Now, approximately one third of millennial and Gen Z 
adults say they neither have nor want children. Roughly a 
quarter of respondents in one survey said that having chil-
dren is irresponsible because of climate change. Others 
are unwilling to change their lifestyle or make so immense 
a commitment. Sterilization rates among young, childless 
women were already on the rise before the Dobbs ruling, 
and they have increased dramatically since then. 

 
It is fair to say that many Americans are afraid of having 
kids and building families. Furthermore, these childless 
young people are right about one thing: Family life in 
modern America is hard.  
 
This summer, the surgeon general issued an advisory on 
the mental health of American parents.  
 
According to this report, “41% of parents say that most 
days they are so stressed they cannot function and 48% 
say that most days their stress is completely overwhelm-
ing.” Apparently, rather than making families happier, 
having a baby may, as one headline put it, “be hazardous 
to your health.” The document calls for governmental in-
volvement to ease the burden on American families.  
 
The thing is, this problem is not one the government can 
fix. The current secular model of family is fundamentally 
broken, and no amount of free childcare will change that. 
At its core, this broken model is built on the belief that 
human beings must construct our own identities apart 
from anyone else. We must be free to define ourselves and 
pursue our dreams. Because commitment to other people 
limits our freedom to self-define and pursue happiness, we 
must be free to discard other people at will. That is why 
no-fault divorce, abortion, cutting annoying relatives out 
of our lives, dropping friends when their problems be-
come overwhelming, and changing churches or denomina-
tions on a whim are all essential components of our 
world’s model.  

 
Sometimes this model leads to open separation. America 
has the highest rate of single-parent families in the world 
by a massive margin. Often, however, the estrangement is 
beneath the surface. Spouses compete over the division of 
resources and housework. Parents are pressured to build 
personal identities by forging impressive careers, no mat-
ter how difficult it becomes to also meet the needs of oth-
er family members. Children are over-scheduled and 
smothered with possessions in order to build their identi-
ties. 

 

Resentment is inevitable, because people who think it is 
the job of spouse, child or friend to give them fulfillment 
will find that other human beings cannot make them hap-
py. Resentment is a recipe for loneliness. We should not 
be surprised that the surgeon general has also issued 
a recent advisory on the “devastating impact of the epi-
demic of loneliness and isolation in the United States.”  
 
How, then, can we help a country filled with exhausted, 
stressed, lonely people, many of whom are so confused by 
the world’s recipe for a good life that they eschew the fun-
damental human desire to marry and have babies? They 
are missing out. Isolation is not part of God’s model for 
the human race. Psalm 68:6 tells us, “God sets the lonely 
in families” (NIV), and living together in loving self-
sacrifice is a wonderful gift that we should want our 
neighbors to have. 
 
First, however, we must recognize that none of us can 
save the world by getting married and having babies. Nor 
should we react to the world’s attack on families by mak-
ing the family an idol or a way to prove our own virtue. 
Furthermore, not all Christians are called to the vocations 
of spouse and parent.  
 
The only full and ultimate solution for our neighbors’ suf-
fering is Jesus.  
 
Yet families are part of God’s model for life on earth, and 
Christian families have an opportunity to confess our faith 
in Jesus by living out our vocations.  
 

Three ways family life is a witness to our neighbors 
The first way Christian families serve the world is through 
example. We can show our neighbors that the broken 
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model is not the only way — stable, joyful, committed, 
functional family life is possible. Christians have always 
cared for the physical well-being of others. Just as we 
would give our neighbor food if he were hungry, we can 
show him how to live in a way that is more likely to lead 
to good mental and physical health. 
 
The second way Christian families serve the world is by 
being available. The stability of healthy family life means 
that we are more likely to have the extra margin to help 
others. We can be the people who invite others into our 
homes for food and fellowship. We can bring soups and 
casseroles, give rides, hang out at the playground, and 
serve on committees. We — not the government — are 
the people who can step in to build relationships. 
 
This second way is possible not only because a stable 
family is able to share the workload, but also because our 
philosophy of life liberates us from secular hangups. We 
can treat jobs and careers simply as a way to provide for 
our families. We do not fear that the work of running a 
home well will destroy our identity. We can embrace the 
need to learn the skills that make us better at housework, 
parenting and hospitality. We can serve others without 
exhausting ourselves in power struggles.  
 
The third way Christian families serve the world is quieter 
and less visible. Christian family life is risky. It is danger-
ous to give ourselves fully to others, trusting them to love 
and care for us in return, rather than first guarding our 
own needs and identity. It is risky to make permanent 
commitments to fellow sinners. It is risky to give birth to 
children when doing so multiplies the chances that we 
will experience grief, fear, stress and suffering.  
 
We could not do it if we did not trust someone outside 
ourselves. Our crazy, dangerous lifestyle is a witness that 
God is great and good. It is He who protects us from our-
selves, our families and the world. It is He who forgives 
our sins and helps us forgive each other. It is He who 
works through us and all our flaws to build and care for 
the people around us. It is He who puts the lonely in fami-
lies.  
 
The surgeon general thinks that families need govern-
ment. Actually, all of society needs families. Christian 
family life is a confession of faith, and it is a confession 
our neighbors need to hear and see. May God bless this 
good work.  
 

About The Author 
Anna Mussmann spends her days homeschooling her chil-
dren and her evenings trying to write, preferably while 
drinking tea and eating dark chocolate. 
 
Source: witness.lcms.org/2024/christian-families-cant-save-the-world
-but-they-can-confess-the-faith/? 





Pavilion rentals for 2025 are as follows: 

Jan 1 thru the 14th, St John committees. 

Starting Jan 15th St John members, 

Starting Feb 15th other community members and 

Churches. Please call Deb Hutter at 989-316-

8322 for information or to reserve your date.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Directory App is here! The App in-

cludes the YouVersion Bible and it con-

tains Bible Reading Plans and Daily Devo-

tions. So not only do you have your fel-

low Amelith members at you finger tips 

you also have the bible with you at all 

times! For more information see Molly 

Revord or Kelly Schimm 





 




