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From The Pastor’s Desk

“But now even more the report about him went abroad, and great crowds gathered to hear him and

to be healed of their infirmities. But he would withdraw to desolate places and pray.”
Luke 5:15-16

As the Season of Lent now approaches, it was not easy to find a Paczki further out west.
However, MI has plenty of these pastries and many are familiar with this pre-Lenten dehght The
appearance of these deep fried donuts from the Polish heritage sig-
nal what would soon be the opposite. A time of fasting from lard,
sugar, and other designated foods for Lent. Of course, the Paczki i
cannot escape our capitalistic market. They are now up for sale like g
any other product to consume even apart from the season.

The relation of eating certain foods prior to Lent might be
lost, but Lent still holds that emphasis of repentance, fasting, and A
alms giving (charity/mercy). These all help to redirect the Christian |
life during Lent to go in a way different from the world being hu-
mility, denial, and service. Yet, as much as these are important to
consider, another aspect often forgotten during Lent is how Gods
relates to us. He goes the way of the cross, which invokes increased
worship, prayer and attentiveness to His Word.

As the glory of reports and miracles increased over Jesus during His ministry, always remem-
ber they never kept Him from prayer. The Son never let such glory consume the perfect relationship
He had with the Father. This was necessary since the true report to go out and miracle would turn
out to be Christ as the sacrifice for a sinful world. Jesus in relationship to His disciples shared the
value of prayer for their livelithood even before the His death saying, “Why are you sleeping? Rise
and pray that you may not enter into temptation” (Luke 22:46). :

During the reformation times, lay people were lost in praying to saints and over those in pur-
gatory. The Devil had a heyday that cut justification off from God’s grace to save sinners. Luther re-
vived how the firm foundation for prayer had nothing to do with prayer at all, but purely Christ and
faith in the Gospel. He redirected prayer to have a bigger purpose than many see even today. “For
Luther, prayer involves spiritual warfare, and the catechism is weaponry for this battle, both defen-
sively and offensively.”What the Small Catechism still gives Christians is a compact Bible to listen
and speak to God in what He says as well as to fight off the Devil.

As we journey through the season of Lent, the order of service called, “Compline” or “Prayer -
at the Close of the Day” will be a guide. The shape of this service will help us as the baptized at St.
John to be rooted in God’s Word, grow, in Christ’s love, branch out to serve and bear fruits of faith.
Before the darkness that ends any day, we can pray commending all things to God especially the
griefs, sins, and struggles of life. Our mid-week sermons series during Lent will confirm to who we
pray is, “The Great ‘I Am.”” The only true God is not merely a name revealed, but God’s love in ac-
tion to forgive, redeem, and save sinners. By the Father sending His Son to be the sacrifice, the Holy
Spirit gives us the confidence to pray all our days. The shape of this service will help us as the bap-
tized at St. John to be rooted in God’s Word, grow in Christ’s love, branch out to serve, and bear :
fruits of faith. Before the darkness that ends any day, we can pray commending all things to God es-
pecially the griefs, sins and struggles of life. Our mid-week sermon series during Lent will confirm
to WHO we pray is, “The Great ‘I Am.””

Blessed Lent,

Fastor Jerry Gauwdtier
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CMS President Harrison letter about U.S. im-
migration and Lutheran organizations

Some facts and reflections about the confusing
and complex situation surrounding Lutheran Im-
migration and Refugee Services and LCMS Rec-
ognized Service Organizations

February 6, 2025

Dear Saints of the LCMS, Grace and peace in Je-
sus!

For this reason, because I have heard of your faith
in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the
saints, I do not cease to give thanks for you, re-
membering you in my prayers, that the God of
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may
give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in
the knowledge of Him, having the eyes of your
hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the
hope to which He has called you, what are the
riches of His glorious inheritance in the saints,
and what is the immeasurable greatness of His
power toward us who believe, according to the
working of His great might that He worked in
Christ when He raised Him from the dead and
seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly plac-
es, far above all rule and authority and power and
dominion, and above every name that is named,
not only in this age but also in the one to come.
And He put all things under His feet and gave
Him as head over all things to the church, which
is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in
all. (Eph. 1:15-23)

As many of you are aware, General Mike Flynn
(retired) publicly took to task Lutheran Immigra-
tion and Refugee Service (LIRS) and several oth-
er Lutheran social ministry agencies for receiving
large federal grants for work with immigrants.
That got the attention of Elon Musk and the De-
partment of Government Efficiency (DOGE). 1
was surprised at the dollar amounts involved. The
post on X accused LIRS and the other agencies
bearing the name Lutheran of “money launder-
ing.” I am writing to provide you with some facts
about this complex and confusing situation.

The LCMS is a law-abiding and patriotic church
body. We don’t invite or support illegal immigra-
tion. We don’t say much to or about the govern-
ment. We don’t have government contracts. Not
one. We leave issues of government to our 1.8
million members and 5,700 active pastors, who

act in the civil realm according to their Christian
consciences as good citizens. We have spoken as
a body to certain issues. The Bible and reason
teach us that the unborn have the God-given right
to life (Luke 1:39-45). The government has no
right to infringe upon religious freedom, includ-
ing the free exercise of religion. “Thoughts are
tax free!” said Martin Luther. All our people are
trained from Sunday school and catechism class,
and every Sunday sermon, to be good citizens and
advocate for just laws, punishment for evildoers
and mercy for those in need. Specific views on
the details of how the government is involved in
this are left to the individual as a citizen.

The LCMS uses legal means to fight for First
Amendment rights when those rights are under
attack. We have suffered formal legal action and
much more as we have watched as DEI philoso-
phy (formally rejected by our church body along
with white supremacy) has pervaded nearly every
aspect of government activity, even as the U.S.
government has burgeoned beyond all ethical and
rational propriety, in effect stealing the future
from our children. We’ve been inundated with
government attacks on those First Amendment
rights. This subjects us to anxiety in the work-
place, fear and lack of promotion in the military,
and constant attacks at public schools and univer-
sities for merely following the Bible and sound
reason on matters of sex. Our children are sub-
jected to coercion at public schools. Millions of
fellow Lutheran saints around the globe are cha-
grined at U.S. embassies and programs preoccu-
pied with LGBTQ issues in their many different
countries, as this program has been carried out
globally.

The LCMS loves all people. We believe “the
blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all

sin” (1 John 1:7). We are sinners loved by Christ.
And Christ bids us, “Love your neighbor as your-
self” (Matt. 19:19). When our congregations, pas-
tors and people come into contact with individu-
als who are not legally in the U.S., particularly
when such individuals find themselves in our
churches, we welcome them. We tell them about
Jesus’ forgiveness. We also always urge and often
assist them in doing the right thing, that is, be-
coming legal residents. The LCMS is officially
pro-immigrant. Our church was founded by Ger-
man immigrants.



The LCMS is no longer part of LIRS. At its in-
ception, LIRS assisted with the resettlement of
many Europeans suffering the devastation of
WWII. We still have many people in our church
who were children in the late 1940s and early
1950s, who were resettled in the U.S. by LIRS in
partnership with our local congregations. They
are eternally grateful. That partnership happened
again in a remarkable way in the 1970s with
many southeast Asians in the wake of the Vi-
etnam War. LIRS was at one time officially relat-
ed to a number of American Lutheran church
bodies, with specific board positions reserved for
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
(ELCA) and LCMS representatives. As the ELCA
wandered away from the clear biblical teachings
on sexual morality, this and other intersections of
the ELCA and the LCMS (such as Lutheran Dis-
aster Response, institutional chaplaincy, military
chaplaincy, Lutheran World Relief and so on) be-
came ever more challenging. As LIRS secular-
1zed, it hired a non-Christian, Hindu person to
serve as president and CEO. The agency reor-
ganized to become fully independent of its former
partner church bodies. This diminished Lutheran
1dentity is reflected in its new name, Global Ref-
uge. For the past five years, the LCMS has pro-
vided no funding to LIRS and has provided no
official representation on the board.

The post-WWII push within the LCMS toward
one Lutheran church body in America that precip-
itated the disastrous events of the Concordia
Seminary Walkout in 1974 brought the LCMS
into the Lutheran Council USA, and into various
cooperative agencies. Lutheran World Relief like-
wise became and remains a rebranded independ-
ent entity apart from the LCMS. Like LIRS, it
does charitable work as a government contractor.
There is no specifically Christian content, no
sharing of the blood of Jesus for the forgiveness
of sins. More than a decade ago, I was part of an
LCMS delegation that attended what would be
our last Committee on Lutheran Cooperation
meeting at the ELCA headquarters in Chicago.
The ELCA bishop prayed, avoiding “Father” and
“Son” in his prayer. I told him that we would no
longer meet. Among other things, including the
ELCA’s teachings and statements on sexuality, I
told him, “I’m no longer sure we are praying to
the same God.” It is difficult enough to carry out
what we call “cooperation in externals” (for in-

stance, doing mercy work together without
church fellowship for the benefit of people in
need) when we no longer agree on what the Gos-
pel is. It is impossible when we can’t even agree
on what the Law is.

The LCMS grants special status to certain agen-
cies as Recognized Service Organizations
(RSOs). Like LIRS, we have no ownership of,
governing authority over or hand in the financial
management of such agencies. They are inde-
pendently audited. Some of the organizations on
the list circulated by Flynn for public scrutiny are
LCMS RSOs and at the same time retain affilia-
tion with the ELCA. Because of the public uproar
over Flynn’s post, many of our LCMS people are
asking for a review of these RSOs. Rightly so.
We are following up on these concerns. To main-
tain RSO status in the LCMS, an agency must
agree to “[respect] and ... not act contrary to the
doctrine and practice of the Synod.” In short, our
RSOs are not to give themselves over to ELCA
doctrine and practice.

Let me just note (and this is NOT an official posi-
tion of the LCMS): I’'m personally pleased with
DOGE. The federal government is bloated be-
yond all rational limits. It can’t fund its activities
without accumulating debt. And it’s failing in its
basic tasks. Christians believe the government
should protect its citizens, maintain just laws,
prosper marriage and family, and punish crimi-
nals. I think the government is failing across the
board. The bigger government becomes, the more
it meddles in what should not be its business at
all, such as promoting faddish, unscientific phi-
losophies of sex and family to the detriment of
those who in good conscience cannot agree —
and never will agree no matter the coercion.

I’m sure that General Flynn meant well with his
muckraking, but he misses the mark in two ways.
First, though I do not agree philosophically with
every operational aspect of LIRS, if there is
something legally amiss, the blame falls squarely
upon the federal government. LIRS — and even
our own LCMS RSOs — simply does what the
government asks and pays for them to do.

During his first term, President Trump and the
First Lady visited one of the LCMS RSOs cur-
rently under scrutiny. The president wanted to en-
sure that the institution would be a place to deliv-
er outstanding care to unaccompanied minors.
That agency has been quietly doing this work



since that visit. They take the work with pro-
found seriousness and love. They did not and do
not deserve the broad brush of disdain brought
upon them. Second, our immigration laws are a
mess. [ can safely say our LCMS people are all
for removing criminal bad actors from this coun-
try. Caesar “beareth not the sword in vain” says
St. Paul (Rom. 13:4). There are indeed millions
who have broken federal immigration law. That
is wrong. It is also true that millions have been
enticed and encouraged to enter illegally into this
country by contradictory American voices at all
levels: federal, state and local. I cannot but be
sympathetic to their plight. At the same time, a
well-regulated border, sound immigration policy,
and welcoming space for persecuted refugees are
all fundamental parts of a God-pleasing answer
to the question: Who will contribute to this mar-
velous and blessed American experiment?
Blessings to you all. In Christ,

Pastor Matthew C. Harrison, President of The
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, St. Louis

75 Years of Musical Excellence

Concordia Publishing House

February 1, 2025, marked the 75t anniversary of
Concordia Publishing House’s Music depart-
ment. That’s three-quarters of a century dedicat-
ed to publishing organ, choral, and handbell set-
tings. Almost a lifetime of bringing you hymnals
and music books to enhance your personal play-
ing or congregational offerings. In celebration of
these 75 years, we wanted to share some fun
facts and questions. Put your knowledge to the
test and see how much you know below.

How long has CPH been publishing music?
Trick question! CPH has a/ways published mu-
sic, from our very first day in 1869 when we
took over publishing the Synod’s German hym-
nal. Yet, back then, there was no Music depart-
ment. It wasn’t until 1950 that the few people
who made up the scarce part-time music team
became their own department. Edward Klammer
was hired as the first full-time staff dedicated
strictly to music on February 1, 1950.

What is the oldest setting still in print? This
piece even predates the founding of the Music
department by five years. “Lord, Let at Last
Thine Angels Come” from 1945 by Hans Leo

Hassler is still available to purchase today. It was
written for double chorus and is an important
part of our musical history at CPH. Take a look
at the setting below!

What was the first setting the Music depart-
ment published? Under Klammer, the first
setting was “Hosanna to the Son of David” by
Andreas Raselius. When it was first released, the
setting only cost $0.24 to purchase. While it’s no
longer available, this collection edited by Carl
Schalk features a setting by Andreas Raselius so
you can see the beauty of his historic composi-
tions.

How many hymnals has CPH published?
Five! Starting in 1847, with Kirchen-Gesang-
Buch fiir Evangelisch-Lutherische Gemeinden,
all the way to today’s hymnal, Lutheran Service
Book, the team has been very busy. That doesn’t
count the numerous variations each hymnal has
received throughout the years either, such

as Lutheran Service Book: Devotional Edi-

tion and Lutheran Service Book: Companion to
the Hymns. See the team’s hard work and dedica-
tion by viewing all of the hymnals available be-
low.

When was the CPH Music YouTube Channel
founded? 2016 is when our very first video was
published, and since then we’ve continued to
grow! Originally started as a way to share audio
of newly released music, now it contains inter-
views from composers, playlists for home use,
and seasonal reading sessions with curated lists
for your church. Subscribe to see when we pub-
lish new videos or interviews.

What composer worked with CPH for more
than 60 years? Carl Schalk (1929-2021). He
was a prolific composer whose settings and con-
tributions to Worship Supplement

(1969), Lutheran Book of Worship (1978),

and Lutheran Service Book: Companion to the
Hymns shaped much of today’s Lutheran hymno-
dy. He composed hundreds of hymn tunes, many
of which we are honored to have published.

A huge congratulations to the CPH Music depart-
ment on their 75™ anniversary. With God’s bless-
ings, we hope to see them continue to thrive for
many more years to come.
https://blog.cph.org/worship/75-years-of-musical
-excellence
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The World Famous Amelith Valentine’s
Chicken BBQ was a huge success again this
year! Although the day started out snowy, windy
and terrible it makes for a great barbecue day. We
served more than 360 dinners raising over $4000
for the fund development debt elimination. Thank
you for all of our volunteers! The inside kitchen
help; wrapping potatoes, getting the coleslaw
ready, putting the bread in the bags, and serving
up all the desserts just to mention a few things.
The outside help; setting up the barbe-

cues, getting the fires going, plowing snow, and
cooking the chicken. The real star of the show is
all of the volunteers who baked and brought
goodies for the desserts; they were all delicious!
Without all of our volunteers, none of this would
be possible. Thanks and praise be to God for our
Congregation. Vinny Revord

St. John Amelith
presents
Our pizza fundraiser!!

It’s Pizza! Pizza! Time! Time for you, your friends, and your family to stock up with
Little Caesars Pizza Kits! Have them on hand for quick dinners, parties or
entertaining! They’re fun to make and delicious to eat!

For every kit we sell, SJA will get $6.00.

All proceeds raised by the 7th & 8th graders will go towards their class trip. The
rest raised assists in funding educational outings, activities throughout the year
and staff appreciation as well as many other miscellaneous projects.

If you choose to place order online, fundraiser ID is 457304. Order will still be
shipped to St. John Amelith School for pickup. on

Please keep the following dates in mind:
Sale starts: Monday, March 3rd
Sale ends: Friday March 28th
Pick up: Orders will be in the week of April 14th, but we do not have a
scheduled day yet.
Please turn in all orders and money (cash or check) to the school office by Friday,
March 28th. Please have all checks made payable to “St. John Amelith”.
If you have any questions please feel free to contact Jackie Town (989)274-0880.

THANKYOU FOR SUPPORTING ST. JOHN PTO!!!

The Annual Report for 2024 has been printed and
1s available at church. Thank you to all who sub-
mitted reports! Molly

Lenten Suppers Schedule

March 5th....youth, sloppy Joe's
March 12th....potluck

March 19th...LWML, pizza

March 26th....Elders, pulled pork
April 2nd........ Board of Ed, pasta
April 9th......... Altar Guild, hot dogs

IMAGE
Boooag”

March 22, 2025 We are hosting a seminar with
Doxology presenting "Navigating Christian Sex-
uality in a Post-Christian Culture. With the legal
redefinition of marriage, the confusion regarding
gender, and rapidly changing sexual mores in so-
ciety, biblical educators, pastors, singles, couples,
and parents are looking for guidance in articulat-
ing and promoting a positive view of the Chris-
tian vision for marriage and sexuality. Please visit
our website to register and save your seat. The
conference will be featuring speakers Rev. David
Flemlng and Dr. Beverly Yahnke from Doxology.
Christian Worldview and Sexuality
« Caring for the Child who Identifies as
Transgender
o GPS Essentials for Traveling through Difficult
Conversations
o Light in the Darkness: Christian Responses to
Conflict in a Sexually Toxic Culture
Lunch will be provided. To
register scan the QR code, go
to www.amelith.org, see the
event on Facebook or see Deb

Hutter.




Come and see what makes SJA so special.

Current and prospective families can tour the
school, visit classrooms, chat with the teachers,
staff and board of education and ask questions.

Pop and popcorn for everyone and each student
will receive a goodie bag!!

Can't wait to see you there!

St. John Amelith Church and School
1664 Amelith Rd.
Bay City, M1 48706
989-686-0176
www.amelith.org
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