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“God’s Grace Grows” 

 

 What is the most unpopular words to say to kids at this time of year? It would be anything 
about school, especially the start date. While some will begin sooner than others, children always 
seem a bit apprehensive. It is more than simply the end of summer. They face going into new 
grades, receiving new books, will likely meet new teachers, 
deal with new challenges, and even make some new friends. 
This is the reality every year and instead of running back to last 
year, children learn to grow up. In many ways this becomes a 
reminder of our own lives being made God’s children through 
baptism into Christ. 

The Apostle Peter ends his letter of 2 Peter writing, “…
Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. To him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity 
Amen” (3:18). Unfortunately, I can’t make you grow in grace. 
Matter a fact, you cannot make yourself do it. Apart from the 
work of the Holy Spirit how we even think of growing can be 
hostile to God, see Romans 8:7! Much like summer vacation, 
every person naturally is on a permanent vacation when it comes to God. Whether it is because 
they think they know enough or maybe just do not plain care what God speaks by His Word. The 
problem still lies with sinful humanity directing attention away from the work of God’s grace. 

Part of our mission statement at St. John is to “Grow in Christ’s love.” His love is full of grace 
to give day by day! Grace means undeserved favor being the opposite of favoritism. It is for growth 
in discipleship with Jesus. Dietrich Bonhoeffer states, “It all depends, not on our outstretched beg-
gar’s hand, but on what God puts in it… It’s about our doing only to the extent that our doing 
makes room for God’s doing, to the extent that it let’s God’s grace be grace.” This growth includes 
a growing in knowledge. While A.I. grows in knowledge, it does nothing with grace in mind. God’s 
Word alone is a refuge for His true disciples. It neither comes quickly or without being lived before 
the blessings, temptations, and trials of life.  

 Thanks be to God He does not wait on us to grow, but comes to us! Growing in grace sees 
how God is mindful of sinners. In the Word and Sacraments Jesus is doing His vocation of being our 
Savior. Those who have “ears to hear” by faith learn what they receive from the Lord is growth in 
Christ’s love. This grace and knowledge is the glory that Jesus keeps delivering for His disciples with 
forgiveness, life, and salvation. In Christ there is no vacation only vindication for any in need of Him. 
Like another school year there is no going back, but there is growth at work by grace good for all 
your days and our life together here at St. John. Amen. 

  

The Lord be with you all, 

 

Pastor Jerry Gauthier 



January 19-25, 2025 

 
New Sunday Morning Bible Study: The Book of James 
 
Join us starting in August as we gather around God's Word for a new Bible study on the Epistle of 
James. Often called the "Proverbs of the New Testament," James offers practical wisdom for living 
out our faith in a world of trials and temptations. This letter, written by the brother of our Lord, re-
minds us that true faith is never idle—it bears fruit in good works, humility, and perseverance. 
Rooted in the clear teaching of Scripture and viewed through the lens of our Lutheran Confession, 
this study will explore how James calls Christians to a life shaped by grace, active in love, and 
grounded in God's promises. 
 
Come and see how God's Word equips us to endure in faith, serve with joy, and live as His re-
deemed people as we deal with the times given to us. 
 
 



A Congregation Older Than the Nation 
The 360-year-old Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of St. Matthew in New York City has welcomed 
immigrants throughout the centuries. 
Story by Molly Lackey | Photography by Erik M. 
Lunsford | Summer 2025 
 
In Washington Heights, a neighborhood in New 
York City, an unassuming congregation gathers 
on Sunday afternoons in a rented sanctuary. This 
is the 11th location the congregation has occupied 
in its history — a history that spans back to 1664, 
more than a hundred years before the American 
Revolution. The Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
St. Matthew had its 360th anniversary last De-
cember, making it not only the oldest congrega-
tion in The Lutheran Church— Missouri Synod 
(LCMS), but the oldest extant Lutheran congre-
gation in the Americas. 
 
St. Matthew is a microcosm of American history. 
When a group of colonists in New Netherland de-
sired a confessional church that worshiped and 
taught in accordance with the Augsburg Confes-
sion, they banded together as the Congregation of 
the Unaltered Augsburg Confession of Faith and 
requested a pastor from their mother church in 
Amsterdam. A pastor came but was denied per-
mission to conduct services and was subsequently 
deported. After New Netherland was conquered 
by the British and became New York, the Dutch 
Lutherans petitioned Richard Nicolls, the first 
British governor. He granted their request, issuing 
a charter on Dec. 6, 1664, the legal beginning of 
the congregation. 

 
The Rev. Peter 
A.D. Deebrah, 
pastor of St. 
Matthew, New 
York City, waits 
to greet mem-
bers and guests 
on Sunday, 
March 30, 2025. 

 
An Immigrant Church and Pastor 
The church’s seventh pastor, Justus Falckner, was 
the first Lutheran pastor ordained in America. 
Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, considered by his-

torians to be the father of American Lutheranism, 
served as pastor of a German split-off from the 
church that would later reunite with the original 
congregation. In 1821, the Rev. Frederick 
Schaeffer sent the homily he preached at the cor-
nerstone laying of the church’s new building to 
none other than James Madison, primary author 
of the Bill of Rights, who thanked Schaeffer for 
sending him the “pleasing and persuasive exam-
ple of pious zeal.” The next year, the church be-
gan holding English services under the name the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of St. Matthew. 
 
“I think the church has always been an immigrant 
church,” says the Rev. Peter A.D. Deebrah, pastor 
of St. Matthew. “In its incipient stage, it was a 
coming together of people — Lutherans — from 
different countries in Europe.” 
 
Deebrah himself is a living example of the Amer-
ican story as well as the story of how God calls 
workers to His harvest. Deebrah was born just 
north of Brazil in Guyana, a former British colo-
ny that gained independence in 1966. He is de-
scended from Indian indentured laborers brought 
to the colony to work on sugar plantations after 
the British Empire outlawed slavery in 1834. 
 
As a young boy, Deebrah remembers imagining 
what it would be like to be a pastor: “I would 
look at the pastor there who baptized me, and I 
would daydream that one day I will stand there in 
the pulpit and do what he is doing.” Highly in-
volved in congregational life as a young man, he 
applied for permission to attend seminary at the 
age of 22 but was turned down; instead, he was 
encouraged to return to the idea when he was old-
er and more settled. So, Deebrah became a com-
puter engineer and served the church as a deacon. 
 
But his desire to be a pastor remained. When po-
litical violence erupted in Guyana in 1998, he 
moved with his wife and children to America. Af-
ter expressing his desire to attend seminary, he 
was recommended for the new DELTO (Distance 
Education Leading to Ordination) program 
through Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort 
Wayne — a program designed for lay deacons 
who desired to become pastors but were unable to 
relocate to the seminary. Seminary pastors would 



travel to regional sites for weekend intensives and 
would grade assignments submitted through the 
mail while the students served in congregations 
under the supervision of area pastors. Deebrah 
began his DELTO coursework in November 1998 
and was assigned to St. Matthew, which was va-
cant at the time. When he completed his course-
work in 2005, he was ordained and called as sole 
pastor. 
 
In the Cross of 
Christ We Glory 
St. Matthew seems 
very different today 
than it was 360 years 
ago; scratch beneath 
the surface, though, 
and you’ll find that its foundation on Christ and 
its history as a church home for new Americans is 
fully intact. 
 
Today, most members originally hail from the 
Caribbean. Upon coming to America, many sent 
their children to St. Matthew’s former day school 
and became members of the church through out-
reach done there. This was the case for Claire 
Charles from Trinidad, whose grandson’s catering 
business provided the food for their “standing 
room only” 360th anniversary celebration. 
 
Lois Franklin, originally from Belize, started at-
tending because of her daughter’s experience in 
St. Matthew’s nursery school. “I like the preach-
ing,” Franklin explains. 
Louisa Noel, also from Belize, says that her fa-
vorite part of Sunday morning is “feeling re-
freshed to carry on for another week in these try-
ing times.” 
 
Challenges persist, but faith and hope abound. 
Deebrah says St. Matthew is “a church on the 
move,” and always has been. But the largest 
move the church has made was not physical: In 
1885, St. Matthew left the New York Ministerium 
it had helped found and joined the 38-year-old 
LCMS, where its confessional stance was more at 
home. There have been plenty of changes to the 
church’s physical location too: The congregation 
has met at locations ranging from Wall Street to 
Broadway to Harlem. 

In 2006 — the year after Deebrah was ordained 
— the congregation was forced to sell its church 
building, school and parsonage, and it has been 
renting space from another church in Washington 
Heights ever since. The loss of the building did 
not mean the loss of the preaching, teaching and 
administration of the Sacraments, however. 
 
“A lot of people thought that … we would die. 
But we did not,” Deebrah beams. “With every 
Baptism, with every person who is received 
through the affirmation of faith,” the life of the 
church goes on. 
 
One newcomer is Fordham undergraduate student 
Will Jing, who has been attending for the last 
year and a half. Jing did not grow up Christian. 
Curious about Christianity, he found St. Matthew 
after searching online. “You forget that it’s a 
small congregation, because the people are so 
welcoming,” Jing says. “It doesn’t matter that the 
congregation is small as long as your religious 
needs are taken care of and you have a good com-
munity around you.” 
 
Roger Clinton, organist and congregational presi-
dent at St. Matthew, sees the present situation as a 
blessing: “It feels special, being the oldest Lu-
theran church in the Americas. And it helps me to 
reflect on how far we’ve come, and how we’ve 
been able to still hold on, despite our small num-
bers.” 
 
Deebrah echoes these sentiments. He feels in-
credibly grateful to be serving at St. Matthew, es-
pecially in light of his family’s history. “That I 
should be blessed by God to be serving the oldest 
Lutheran church in America and in the New 
World … is humbling … [as] a descendant of in-
dentured servants.” 
 
He adds, “There is nothing better than being a 
servant of Christ, to meet people where they are 
and to listen to them and to cry with them and to 
pray with them and to celebrate with them. … We 
cannot boast of numbers, but it is in the cross of 
Christ that we glory.” 
 
https://engage.lcms.org/oldest-congregation-
summer-2025/ 



 
  

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



STRENGTHEN YOUR FAITH THROUGH READING 

Join Our Monthly St. John Lutheran Book Club:  

Table Talks! 

Are you ready to grow in your understanding of God's Word, our Lutheran identity, and how to 

faithfully engage today's world?  

Join Table Talks starting this August! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join pastor to read and discuss one book over two months (half a book at a time), meeting 

once per month, skipping December (Advent) and March (Lent). 

 Deepen your understanding of Lutheran doctrine 

 Engage with timely cultural topics through a biblical lens 

 Build community and grow in grace together 

 

SIGN UP TODAY,   SEE THE INSERT IN THE NEWSLETTER! 

School Chapel Upgrade we are looking for  volunteers to 
help with upgrading the school chapel. We will be cleaning, 
painting, moving furniture around, etc. We would like to be 
able to have our first school chapel service during the first 

week of school in the “new” chapel. If you would like to help 
please email me office@amelith.org Thanks in advance for 

helping to make this space special for our littles! Molly 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



July 25, 2025 
 
(LCMS/Erik M. Lunsford) 
By Cheryl Magness 
Since 2012, leaders from The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS), the Wis-
consin Evangelical Synod (WELS) and the 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS) have 
met annually for informal talks, periodically 
releasing joint statements about those talks. 
 
The three church bodies were once in fellowship as members of the Evangelical Lutheran Synodi-
cal Conference of North America (also known as the Synodical Conference), but that fellowship 
was suspended between the ELS and the LCMS in 1955 and between the WELS and the LCMS in 
1961. The WELS and the ELS remain in fellowship with one another. 
 
The current discussions are not formal meetings aimed at re-establishing fellowship among the 
church bodies but instead are opportunities to engage in theological dialogue, collegial conversa-
tion and mutual encouragement about some of the contemporary challenges all three synods face. 
 
Periodically over the years, the meetings have been followed by statements and/or articles, re-
leased either jointly or individually by the three church bodies, summarizing the state of the talks. 
Recently, emeritus WELS pastor Rev. Thomas Nass, who has been attending the meetings since 
they began, wrote an article that provides an overview of the talks and where they stand now. 
 
After outlining some of the blessings and challenges that all three synods face, Nass writes, “Most 
important, among the leaders of the three synods at the present time, there is a common commit-
ment to the Bible as the inerrant Word of God and to the Lutheran Confessions as a correct 
presentation of the doctrines of the Bible. Though doctrinal challenges remain, a common founda-
tion has been apparent in the meetings.” 
 
Read the full article here.  
 
forwardinchrist.net/continued-conversations/ 

reporter.lcms.org/2025/paper -outlines-state-of-lcms-wels-els-talks 

Paper outlines state of LCMS, WELS, ELS talks 

https://forwardinchrist.net/continued-conversations/
https://reporter.lcms.org/2025/paper-outlines-state-of-lcms-wels-els-talks/
https://reporter.lcms.org/2025/paper-outlines-state-of-lcms-wels-els-talks/


Support Amelith Oktoberfest-Become a Sponsor! 
We are excited to host our annual Amelith Ok-
toberfest - a joyful community celebration filled 
with faith, food, fun, and fellowship. We'd love to 
partner with local businesses, organizations and 
individuals to help make it a success! 
Event Date: September 13 & 14, 2025 
Location: St. John Amelith Lutheran Church and 
School, 1664 Amelith Rd. Bay City, MI 48706 
Why Sponsor Our Oktoberfest? 
By becoming a sponsor, you'll: 
- Support a beloved community event 
- Gain exposure for your business or organization 
- Help fund family-friendly activities and outreach 
- Be recognized in promotional materials, signage, 
and announcements 
See the attached flyer for Sponsorship Levels 
All proceeds help support St. John Amelith fund 

development and community outreach. 
Interested? Contact us at events@amelith.org or 

call Vinny Revord at 989-385-8352 to learn more 
about sponsorship opportunities. Let's partner to-
gether to make this year's Amelith Oktoberfest the 

best one yet! Deadline to take advantage of this 
opportunity is July 31, 2025.  

Prost to community, connection, and Christ-
centered celebration!   

Oktoberfest Meeting Aug 14th @ 6pm Please 
attend our final meeting for the 2025 Oktoberfest 
It is open to all members of the congregation that 
have questions or are looking to volunteer at this 
year’s event. Please sign up to volunteer many 
hands make the job much easier. We will have a 
job for you and this is your invitation to help this 
year’s Oktoberfest be a success. God is continu-
ing to bless St. John Amelith! Vinny Revord 989
-385-8352 or Events@amelith.org  
 
Oktoberfest Bazaar  
If you, or someone you 
know, would like to rent a 
booth at the  Oktoberfest ba-
zaar please see the rental 
agreements available in the 
gathering area or scan this 
QR code to visit the website 
to download a form. 
 



The nominating committee has gathered the fol-
lowing list of  boards and committees in our con-
gregation that will have open positions for the 
beginning of 2026.  Please prayerfully consider 
donating your time and talent if you are asked to 
serve on a board or committee.  Thank you!  
 Chairman 
 Treasurer 
 Financial Secretary 
 Auditing Committee 
 Board of Education 
 Board of Elders 
 Board of Stewardship 
 Board of Trustees 
 Endowment Fund Committee 
 Budget Committee 
 Finance Committee 
 Nominating Committee 
 Kitchen Committee 
A job description for all of these positions 
(except Board of Education and Board of Elders) 
has been posted on the bulletin board. If you 
would like a copy of the constitutions for a full 
list, it is available on our website or email Molly 
at office@amelith.org for a copy.  




