PTSC March 2018  Judging School at John Kuhns

The PTSC held its 2018 first judging school seminar on Sunday March 4 at John Kuhn’s Garage in Latrobe, Pa. There were 25 attendees. Mother nature provided everyone with a crisp sunny early March day. Co-Chair Paul DiSanto welcomed everyone and thanked them for attending. Judging Chairman Bill Bryan also thanked everyone for coming and then he gave everyone an overview of the day’s agenda. 

Jim Patitucci started things off by explaining the Evaporative Control System (EVAP) and its component parts on the C3’s specifically later 71-74 cars. He had original examples of the 71-73 EVAP canister and an original 74-later canister that he used to show the differences.  As part of his presentation he took apart both canisters to show the group what they had inside and what one would need to do to restore one back to functional use. He brought various older original vapor hoses, clamps, and a Fuel Separator Valve to share with everyone, so that they could see up close what happens to these parts on our 40 plus year old C3’s. Finally, he had various examples of NOS and Repro emission parts to show the differences.

Next on the agenda was Norm Neffield. He used a detailed power-point presentation to explain the Basic EFI (electronic fuel injection) Theory and the History of EFI from when it was first introduced (as it applied to automobiles) in the late 60’s through today’s more modern and sophisticated EFI systems. Before this, it was first used in airplanes so they wouldn’t stall out while rolling over as a maneuver to escape enemy gunfire. He provided everyone with a comprehensive handout which had all the information used in his presentation as well as photo illustrations of all the EFI parts. He too, had various parts on hand that he passed around to the group for inspection and questions. It was very interesting to see the early cars that actually had the EFI on them, for example the 1957 DeSoto. 

John DeGregory followed Norm with his presentation on the ABC’s of Fuel Injection on vintage Corvettes. Specifically the Rochester mechanical fuel injection system found on the corvettes from 1957-65. He brought his original vintage Corvette Rochester mechanical fuel injection system with which he used to explain the process.  As part of his presentation, also explained the same FI system on John Kuhn’s 63 FI car. John brought many of the component parts that make up the vintage FI and he also had many of his originally designed parts on hand for all to inspect. He also provided FI parts catalogs and the vintage ABC’s of Fuel Injection instruction manual he used many years ago to learn his craft. He is the world-wide NCRS go-to- guy for vintage corvette FI repair and restoration.

Our final presenter for the day was member Ken Piendl. His presentation was on the various keys used on Corvettes and GM vehicles throughout the years. He provided everyone with handouts on Briggs and Stratton locks used in our GM cars, and GM Lettered Square and Round Key Blanks. He passed around various keys from the earlier B&S keys used up thru 69, and the square and round keys used from 70 and up. He even had examples of the C4 GM keys with the chip in them that controlled the often troublesome VATS system. Ken shared his collection of vintage key code manuals, tools and key blank charts.  If you need keys made for you corvette, Ken may be your guy!

After a great lunch ( our chapter has the” best food”!)  Bill Bryan, our judging chairman, walked everyone through OPS Judging on John Kuhn’s beautiful yellow and white 67 vette.

We had one member drive his classic corvette to the event. That was Stu Benson, who drove his 1970  BB Mulsanne Blue Roadster.

Finally, our PTSC would like to especially thank  John Kuhns for his generous hospitality in letting us use his beautiful garage for our March event every year. We would also like to thank our chapter Judging Chairman, Bill Bryan for his hard work in planning and organizing our judging events… This event was well organized and the day just flew by…..
This was a great judging school and seminar filled with a massive amount of information. It is always nice to get together with our corvette friends at these events not only to gain valuable corvette information, but to meet old friends and make new ones. We look forward to seeing you at one of next chapter events or monthly board meetings in the future.
Submitted by Jim Patitucci #60161


