NCRS Top Flight Chapter

www.ncrspitt.com

Summer 2018

I can hardly believe that, as I write this message, it is already half way
through the year!! Time flies when you’re having fun. We have already had
4 successful events for this year:

2018 Officers & Chairpersons
Chairman - Don Geary 724-834-5586
dlgeary@comcast.net
Vice Chairman - Paul DiSanto
412-751-5579 pdisanto1950@gmail.com
Treasurer - Norm Neffield
724-832-1935 nneffield@comcast.net
Secretary - Jim Wainwright
814-381-5512 james_wainwright@hsb.com
Judging Chairman - Bill Bryan
814-931-9101 crosskeystv@yahoo.com
Membership - Judy Geary
724-834-5586 gearyjt@comcast.net
Inside Coordinator - John Jeffries
724-443-6982 jjeffries@zoominternet.net
Outside Coordinator – Dave Kitch
724-468-4094 dmkitch@comcast.net
Newsletter Editor – Jim Patitucci
724-737-6396 jjppat@atlanticbb.net
Historian - Barry Holmes
724-468-6609 drbarry57@comcast.net
Board Members at Large
Mike Bucheit 724-423-3080
mbucheit@wpa.net
Bob Cirilli 724-449-3323
cirilli@zoominternet.net
John DeGregory 724-832-3786
JohnDeGreg@aol.com






March Judging School
April Judging Training and Mini-Meet
May Technical seminar at Weimann’s Interiors
June Annual chapter meet

Looking ahead in 2018 the next events are coming soon:
August 12 - Annual picnic at Indian Lake Park in North Huntingdon, Pa
Sept 16 -Fall Road tour
Oct 14 – Judges training and chapter meet at Greenwood Chevy, OH
Dec 9 – Christmas Banquet at Lakeview Lounge and Banquet Center
Please see the website NCRSPITT.COM for more details and the registration
forms. Our annual roster booklet shows all the events for 2018 to help you
‘save the date’.
Our chapter board is working hard to keep lots of events planned
throughout the year and we are already planning events for next year. If
you have any ideas we are happy to hear them.
Hope to see you all at our future events. ………………………..Don
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Notes from NCRS National
The board met in Indianapolis in March and many
matters were discussed, particularly including the
future of the Florida Regional Meet held in January
each year most recently at the Sun N Fun airport
site in Lakeland, Florida. There seems to be much
dissatisfaction among the general membership
regarding the site of the meet and the attendance of
both people and cars has been going down
dramatically every year since the move to the
airport. The Florida chapter is actively trying to
find a suitable location nearer to Kissimmee but
has, as of yet, found nothing.
More recently, Paul Oslansky, the Regional
Director for Region II resigned from the board.
According the national bylaws the board has the
responsibility to choose a replacement. In a recent
board meeting held by telephone conference call
the board chose Shannon Urton #50,941 of Ohio as
his replacement. Shannon is a very active NCRS
member and you may have attended one or more of
her judging seminars on “An Introduction to
Judging” that she runs at national and some
regional events.
Even more recently, Bill Braun, Regional Director
for Region V also resigned and the board appointed
Mike Ernst #211 of Wisconsin to take the Region V
directorship position. Mike is a very senior NCRS
member and is actively involved in judging,
particularly noted for his work for many years on
the 61-62 manual. You should also note that Bill
Braun was the Top Flight Coordinator so as of now
a new person has not yet been chosen to run this
program but this job should be filled quite soon.

The PTSC would like to thank the following
members and business owners for their hospitality
in hosting our first four chapter events this year.
John Kuhns March 9th Judging Seminar

Kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkjjjjjjjjjjjjjj

Dave & Dylan Stahl April 30th Judges Training

ii
Jeff Weimann May 19th Technical Seminar

Darlene Schmucker June 9th Chapter Meet

…..from John Kane, Region III representative
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BEDFORD JUDGES TRAINING MEET
On Sunday, April 29, 2018 our Chapter held a judges training meet up in Bedford, Pa. Our host for the event
was Dave Stahl, owner of Valley Auto. It was about 32 degrees up on the mountain with some light snow
flurries during OPS Judging. Hard to believe it was in the high 80’s a couple days before. There were about 20
members in attendance. As the title states this meet was primarily designed for training judges, along with
owners who were kind enough to enter cars for flight judging. Judging chair Bill Bryan led a presentation on
what he called “The Crispness of Fiberglass” He explained by using examples on hand the difference between
original and repro fiberglass panels. Other topics discussed were the new NCRS judging guidelines for “Vintage
Air” installations, and the value of having the “Tank Sticker” for your Corvette.
Cars entered for judging:
1959 – owner Bill Bryan, 1961 – owner Dave Stahl, 1965 – Owner Dave Stahl, 1975 – Owner – Tom Almes.

********PHOTOS FROM THE TRAINING********

Upper left, Chairman Don Geary welcomed everyone and introduced Bill Bryan. Upper right Bill (center) our
Judging Chairman is explaining the difference between the original and repro fiberglass panels.
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More photos from Stahl’s Meet

***Looking at these photos you can see how busy we were and how beneficial these meets are to our members.

Everyone is working together to make our events a worthwhile experience for all in attendance, plus we had fun too!
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The following photos are of the cars and the awards presentation to the owners by Bill Bryan.

1961 Top Flight - Dave/Dylan Stahl

1959 Top Flight –Bill Bryan

Don (L) handing Bill his Blue Ribbon.

1965 Second Flight – Dave/Dylan Stahl
Dylan

1975 Top Flight – Tom Almes owner.
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Looking back at how it all started…. April 22, 1990
Starting with this newsletter, some original documents, newsletters and photographs will be published for your
reading pleasure. It will be interesting for newer members to read about how it all got started for our Pittsburgh Tri
State Chapter………….Items have been submitted for publication by our Historian, Barry Holmes.

The first item below is the initial invitation letter sent out to all the Pittsburgh Tri-State members in good
standing with the NCRS to attend the first organizational meeting held at Boyce Park on Sunday, June 3, 1990.

The fall newsletter will feature the very first PTSC newsletter including the initial list of members.

Copyrights: Please note that articles appearing in the RPM are the sole property of
their author(s) unless credited or cited otherwise and may not be reproduced without
the express written permission of the author(s).
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Technical Seminar at Weimann’s Interiors
On Saturday, May 19th our Chapter held a Technical Seminar at Weimann’s Interiors in Delmont, Pa. Chapter
Outside coordinator Dave Kitch organized and chaired the event. There was a nice turnout of about 30
members. Our presenter Jeff Weimann demonstrated all the steps involved in installing new seat covers and
foam on C2 and C3 Corvettes, as well as installing a new convertible top. He also provided us with some
tips/tools he uses to make the job easier. Dave followed up the presentations by showing everyone instructional
videos on seat covers and convertible top replacement. After lunch judging chair Bill Bryan held a brief judging
school on “How to judge a Corvette Convertible Top”. It was a very informative seminar and a great time was
had by all. John Jeffries and Bill Bryan drove their corvettes to the event.” How about the size of those Pizzas?”

Don welcomes everyone to Weimann’s.
Dave goes over the agenda for the day.

Presenter Jeff Weimann illustrates how to get
the vinyl covers over the foam.

Thank you Corvette America for donating these items….
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Weimann’s Interiors Seminar Photos Continued.

Pay attention, there will be a test on this tomorrow!

Jeff is explaining how to replace the Corvette Top.

Everyone taking a break in between sessions.
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“Thanks for bringing the coffee & donuts Paul!”

When Dave said each pizza had 30+ slices, he wasn’t kidding!!
WOW!!!

Dave making sure things go as planned!

Thank you Dave for organizing this Technical Seminar and thanks to the Weimann’s for their hospitality.
Bill Bryan (l) and John Jeffries(r) drove their corvettes (below) to the event!
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W HY HAVE YOUR C ORVETTE NCRS F LIGHT J UDGED ?
James (Jim) F. Wainwright, NCRS 262

As an NCRS member, one of the great benefits offered to you is having your Corvette Judged at an NCRS Judging type of
Event.
NCRS Chapters may offer one or more of the following types of local judging events…
●

“Small Meet” – This type of meet is generally a limited registration. (Our Chapter has been successful with less
than 5 Corvettes) that are useful to help train the Chapters’ Members; however, they are overseen by the NCRS
Chapter Judging Chairman (and perhaps with the additional aid of an NCRS Master Level judge).
Small Meets are often a valuable “learning environment” experience for both the judges and the judged Corvette
owner. Judges are encouraged to take their time to use the NCRS Judging Manuals and guides while under the
careful observation and mentorship of more experienced judges. Following the judging, the results are thoroughly
reviewed with the owner and a more in depth discussion may be offered so that any deductions may be fully
understood and potential options may be suggested.

● “Chapter Meet” – This is typically much larger than a Small Meet (perhaps a dozen or more Corvettes) that are
also judged by the Chapter Members as well as several very experienced judges. A Chapter Meet is also overseen
by the NCRS Chapter Judging Chairman and often may be aided by more than one NCRS Master Level judge.
Chapter Meets continue to be a “learning environment” experience however it is most often thought of as a higher
degree of attention being paid to the details / deductions and corresponding thorough comments on the judging
sheets. In that there are more Corvettes to judge, the time allocated to judge specific sections and discuss the
comments on the judging sheets with the owner becomes a more challenging component.
●

“Regional Meet” – This is a very high level of judging that is performed by team leader selected judges with
well-qualified judges for specific classes and judged areas of Corvettes. Typically a Regional Meet may not be
your 1st choice for having your Corvette judged as there may be unanticipated or unforeseen disappointments.
Having you Corvette judged at a Small Meet and Chapter Meet 1 st permits you to have a more realistic
expectation of what you may wish to address or correct prior to having it judged at a Regional Meet.

Top Flight Award Preference
Many times a member expresses that they don’t want to have their Corvette judged unless they can obtain a Top Flight Award.
While that indeed may be your goal, having your Corvette judged and obtaining a determination as to its status is the only true
objective. Flight status (Top, 2nd, or 3rd) is the actual result permitting you to honestly move forward and decide whether or not you
wish to restore, improve, maintain, or perhaps just release it to a new owner. Bottom line – once judged, helps to determine “what
do I own” and “what do I wish to do with it”!
Top Flight Status Caution
There is a caution when considering a Corvette for purchase that is being advertised or touted as an NCRS Top Flight judged vehicle.
Although the Corvette may have documentation to indicate its previous “Top Flight” status, that only pertains to the day and time
that the actual Corvette was judged. Any time following its judged event may have resulted in any of its items having been removed,
replaced, worn, damaged, altered, etc. in such a manner so as to not permit the vehicle to even achieve a 3 rd Flight award let alone
another Top Flight award in its current status.
So why have your Corvette NCRS Flight Judged – to permit you to verify what you’ve got.

Remember, avoid surprises and always obtain the NCRS Judging Guide plus your specific year Corvette Judging Manual
prior to planning on having your Corvette judged.
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PTSC ANNUAL CHAPTER FLIGHT JUDGING MEET 2018
On Saturday June 9, 2018 our PTSC
held its annual Judging Meet at the
B&D Creekside Activity Center
Building in Latrobe. We had a really
nice turn out of both cars and judges.
To be exact, we had 5 tabulators, 21
judges, 7 flight cars, and 9
sportsman displays. All the corvettes
were inside the large facility and it
was really nice being inside with air
conditioning on the hot humid day.
Chapter judging meets are informal
and have a more relaxed atmosphere
compared to a Regional or National
NCRS meet. They provide great
learning opportunities for the judges
and the owners. The meet was well
organized and ran very smoothly
thanks to our judging chairman, Bill
Bryan.
Our chapter would especially like
to thank the following people:
* Paul DiSanto and Frank Gavron
for taking care of coffee, donuts and
lunch.
*John Kuhns –advertising/donations
totally $700.00
* Darlene Schmucker for allowing
us to use her building for this event
every year.
* All the car owners for bringing out
their cars.
Tabulators
Judy Geary, Pat Holmes, Nancy
Jeffries, Linda Neffield, Sandy
Stokes.
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Results from the meet as submitted by our Judging Chairman Bill Bryan,
Top Flight: William Bryan 1966, Wayne Ayers 1967, Joe Cubellis 1976, Frank Pelly 1989, Paul Larson 1995.
Second Flight: Bob Crilli 1964, Dennis Doyle 1966.
Sportsmans: John Kuhns 1963, Norm Neffield 1964, John Kuhns 1967, Stu Benson 1970, Jim Patitucci 1973,
Ken Peindl 1990, Brooke Madeira 1990, Mark Madeira 1995, John Jeffries 2000.

PLEASE WELCOME OUR NEWEST PTSC MEMBERS
Charles Hale # 41774

Steve Rotunno

1705 Warner Dr.

628 Matawan Ave.

Vienna, Ohio 44473

Campbell, Ohio, 44405

1956 Corvette

2002 Corvette Coupe

Currently our chapter has 111 members. Info provided by: Judy Geary, Membership Chairman

RPM Editor’s Message:
Technical articles are always welcomed and
needed each quarter for publication to meet
the requirement of the NCRS to remain a Top
Flight Chapter. If you have completed a recent
restoration or repair project on you corvette,
or if you have a little resto tip, write it up and
email it to me if you would like it published in
the newsletter. Also, if you have a corvette
story or experience you would like to share
with our members, email it to me. If you want
to include photographs, please send them as
attachments. Remember it’s your newsletter
too! jjppat@atlanticbb.net

UPCOMING 2018 PTSC EVENTS
August 12 (Sun) Annual Picnic @ Indian Lake Park
North Huntington, Pa.
Coordinators: Paul DiSanto & Frank Gavron
Sept. 16 (Sun) Fall Road Tour @ Coolspring Power
Museum
Coolspring, Pa.
Coordinator: Mike Buchet
Oct. 14 (Sun) Mini Meet/Tech Seminar @ Greenwood

Jim Patitucci
Chevrolet
Hubbard, Ohio Off I-80
Coordinators: Bill Bryan & Ken Jelley
Dec 9 (Sun) Christmas Banquet Lakeview Inn Rt. 30
1:00 – 4:00 p.m.
Coordinators: Paul DiSanto & John DeGregory
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TECHNICALLY SPEAKING:
C2 Restoration Tip
Submitted by: John “Jay” Cindric, Uniontown, Pa. NCRS #5349 (1965 Corvette)
“Did you know that to restore the Heater Box on a C2 back to
factory finish, just rub the outer case with black shoe polish and
then buff…..”

Rough Idle and Carburetor Idle Adjustment
By
Dave Kitch
NCRS 33108
(Reprinted from Allstate Carburetor)
One of the most frequently asked questions is how to treat rough idle issues. Here's some handy
advice: Be sure to check all vacuum lines to ensure they are not cracked or dry rotted. That goes for
vacuum caps as well. If all vacuum lines are in good condition and fitted properly, then check your
mixture screws. On most carburetors turning the mixture screw clockwise will lean out the mixture,
and counter clockwise will enrich the mixture.
To check the mixture screws, set the curb idle speed to between 750 and 850 RPM, then check ignition
timing and adjust if necessary. Now you're ready to set the mixture screws. Your carburetor may have
two or four mixture screws.
For those with two screws: Turn the first mixture screw in until you notice a drop in RPM, then back
it out until you get the highest RPM you can. Stop and do the same to the other mixture screw. Do this
to achieve the highest rpm for the motor at idle. It may be necessary to lower your idle speed once you
have completed the mixture process. You can substitute a vacuum gage for a tachometer connected to
the carb base (below the throttle plates) or to manifold vacuum. In this case adjust screws to read
max. vacuum.
For those carburetors with four mixture screws, otherwise known as four corner idle, make smaller
adjustments to all four screws. After timing and base idle is set, turn the first screw in to notice a drop
in RPM. Then, in ¼ turn increments, adjust each mixture screw until you no longer get a positive
(meaning RPM rise) result from turning the screw. After this you may need to lower your base idle
speed.
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VETTES IN THE NEWS: READ ALL ABOUT IT!
The following article appeared in the Wall Street Journal Wed. May 23, 2018.
Photos by: Matt Roth for the Wall Street Journal
“My Ride by: A.J. Baime

A great success story, impressive how they restored the car so fast.
Article submitted for inclusion by: Paul DiSanto
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A great article from “back in the day” some of you might recognize a few of the Pa. names. Article reprinted in the
Corvette News Magazine Dec/Jan 1973 Edition- Enjoy!!!
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WANTED:

R E C AL LE D F IRE E X T ING UIS HE RS

I am looking for a set of radial tires
for my 1963 Corvette. I am
looking for 205/70R15. I want the
tires from one of the original
manufacturers from 1963. I’m
hoping that one of the members
can point me in the right direction.
Any suggestions on tire size would
be helpful also.

In case you have not heard, 40 million fire extinguishers have been recalled

Thank you:

by their maker for possible defects. Included in this number are probably
some that may be used in Corvettes. The recall involves 134 models
manufactured by Kiddie between January 1, 1973 and August 15, 2017,
including models that were previously recalled March 2009 and February
2015. Some of the recalled extinguishers were sold under names other
than Kidde (e.g., Fuller Brush, Honeywell, Montgomery Ward, Sears, etc.).
The recall involves two styles of disposables: those with plastic handles and
those with plastic pushbuttons, though not all of them. Units with metal

Bob Shirk (724)848-0247

handles are NOT included in the recall. Chances are you may have a recall

Redvette87@aol.com

in your Corvette. To know, call Kidde toll free at (855) 271-0773. Have the
fire extinguisher with you, you will be asked for certain information on the
extinguisher. Recalled extinguishers will be replaced with a similar model
free of charge.

FOR SALE:
1984-87 Corvette etc. rear tires.
Yokohama Raised Letters. Only
have a few hundred miles on them.
$100.00 No Shipping.
Thank You:
John DeGregory (724) 832-3786

Submitted by: Jim Wainwright

NCRS CALENDAR OF EVENTS
National Convention – July 15-20 Las Vegas Nevada
Illinois Chapter Meet – August 3 Galena, Illinois
New England Chapter Meet- August 11- Carver, Mass.
NCRS Gallery @ Carlisle, Pa. – August 24 – Carlisle, Pa.
New Mexico Chapter Meet – Sept. 8 – Albuquerque, NM
For the latest PTSC Apparel check our
website for the link, new colors now
available. NOTE: Still have 2017 Regional
T-shirts ($5.), Golf Shirts ($10.) plus
shipping. Contact: Jim Patitucci

Wisconsin Chapter Meet – Sept. 15 – Kenosha, Wisconsin
Mid-Atlantic Regional – Sept. 20-22 – Altoona, Pa.

jjppat@atlanticbb.net
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Jim Patitucci
RPM Editor
Box 92
McClellandtown, Pa.
15458

THE THE
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