
 

R P M The Official Newsletter of the Pittsburgh Tri-State Chapter NCRS Page 1 
 
 

                                                                           
  

  

The Pittsburgh Tri-State Chapter NCRS 

NEWSLETTER 

NCRS Top Flight Chapter                    www.ncrspitt.com      Fall 2018 
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Chairman - Don Geary 724-834-5586  
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Vice Chairman - Paul DiSanto  
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Treasurer - Norm Neffield  
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Membership - Judy Geary  
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Inside Coordinator - John Jeffries   

724-443-6982  jjeffries@zoominternet.net 

Outside Coordinator – Dave Kitch  

724-468-4094 dmkitch@comcast.net 

Newsletter Editor – Jim Patitucci  

724-737-6396  jjppat@atlanticbb.net               

Historian - Barry Holmes     

724-468-6609 drbarry57@comcast.net 

Board Members at Large 

Mike Bucheit 724-423-3080  

mbucheit@wpa.net  

Bob Cirilli 724-449-3323 

cirilli@zoominternet.net  

John DeGregory 724-832-3786 

JohnDeGreg@aol.com 

    

 

 

 

Chairman’s Message………………………..Don Geary 

Well, it’s Fall and we are marching through the year quickly.  We 

have had lots of great events so far and more to come to round out 

the year: 

 Fall Judging meet on Oct 14 at Greenwood Chevrolet in 

Hubbard, OH (Judges needed) 

 Annual banquet on Dec 9 at Lakeview in Greensburg, PA 

We are working hard on planning events for 2019 so if you have any 

ideas, please notify any board member. 

Please see the website NCRSPITT.COM for more details and the 

registration forms. Our annual roster booklet shows all the events for 

2018 to help you ‘save the date’.  New rosters will be sent in January 

for 2019. 

Speaking of the board, this year is elections as part of our two-year 

board cycle.  Board positions are volunteer positions and only three 

are elected at the annual banquet, Vice-Chairman, Secretary and 

Treasurer, but all other positions are appointed based of volunteers. 

Please consider helping our board for next year.  Please see note 

from Bob Cirilli seeking candidates in this newsletter. 

We received our Top Flight chapter award again this year for 2017 

and we are on pace to achieve it again in 2018.  The award includes 

requirements for events, participation, technical seminars and 

judging, and charity donations. 

The minutes of the National board meeting and financials are 

published in the Restorer magazine, please see them if you are 

interested in some details about our National organization.  Also our 

regional representative John Kane is resigning his position and 

elections will be held to fill his position.  A big thanks goes out to 

John for all his help for our chapter during his term.  We could call on 

him for any help as needed. 

Thanks and hope to see you at our next events. 
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News from the NCRS National 

Region III Representative Message: 

“I want to take this opportunity to let you 

know that the election for Region III national 

board member is scheduled for this fall. It is 

truly unbelievable to me that my 3 year term 

is already ending. It seems that the last 

election was only a few weeks ago, but it was 

indeed three years ago. The years seem to fly 

by faster for me as I get older. 

I want you all to know that I have truly 

enjoyed my time as Region III board member. 

I was able to meet many new people and 

make many new friends. Unfortunately I find 

myself unable to seek another term of office 

due to important family health issues. I want 

you all to know that it has been a district 

pleasure for me to work with each and every 

one of you over the last 3 years. I will still be 

around but I will just be a little less active. 

Thank you for all your great support over the 

last three years.  Note that I will certainly be 

serving as the Region III representative until 

the end of this year in order to fulfill my term.  

Thereafter, a newly elected Regional 

representative will be representing you and I 

hope you will support that person as much as 

you have supported me.” 

John Kane 

NCRS #3881 

NCRS Region III Representative 

 

 

From our Judging Chairman: Bill Bryan #291 

As I write this the Altoona Regional hosted by the MAC chapter is 

days away, everyone that has any interest in judging should have 

already signed up and been assigned a judging spot.  I am on the 67 

team, if you have not signed up you can show up the day of the 

event and ask to be an Observer Judge, the teams always welcome 

OJ’s. 

We now have the 2000-2002 judging manual printed and available 

to all, which also means at any new event the 2000-2002 cars can 

now receive awards.  Remember any NCRS member can have their 

car judged. PLEASE bring your cars to our events for judging you 

will enjoy the knowledge you will receive. If you observe the cars I 

bring to our events, not all are frame off restored, it is sometimes 

fun to take an ordinary driver car and prepare it for flight judging. 

Just buy the manual for the year you are working on and use it as a 

reference, and you can call me anytime for ANY question. 

I am promoting something new at our October board meeting. We 

will have a short (1) point judging seminar before our regular 

meeting. I will go over basic judging rules, and standard deductions 

and maybe a question and answer session, if time allows. Please try 

to attend and also stay to join our board meeting. Everyone is 

welcome. 

I am keeping busy, pulled the 427/400 motor out of my 67 to 

freshen up. It has 44,000 miles on it. With that low mileage it just 

needed cleaned up, with rings and bearings. It is back from the 

machine shop ready for painting and reassembly, lots to do… For 

those of you who are observant the picture below does not show the 

tri-power carbs, they have already been rebuilt and are ready to 

reinstall later. 
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2018 PTSC Annual Picnic at Indian Creek Park 

Photos & Write-up by: Jim Patitucci 

On Sunday August 11, 2018 our Chapter held its annual picnic at Indian Creek Park in North Huntingdon, Pa. It was a 

beautiful August day. It was truly a blessing after all the consecutive days of rainfall we’ve had this summer. Our pavilion 

was positioned just right for a picturesque view of the lake, as captured in the two photos above. There were 37 

members/guests in attendance.  There was plenty of great food and desserts on hand, so if anyone went home hungry it 

was their own fault.  A special thank you to Paul DiSanto and Frank Gavron for coordinating the event, and thanks to 

Norm Neffield for cooking the “delicious” sweet corn!  The Chapter would especially like to thank all those who helped 

with the cooking, set up, and bringing desserts or other food items to share.  Without your help and contributions we 

wouldn’t be able to hold great Chapter events like this.  As is often the case at all our events it was a perfect opportunity 

to “catch up” with old friends and meet new friends.  Because it was such a nice day, the highlight of the day was the 

record number of Corvettes members drove to the picnic.  There were 15 Corvettes representing each generation from C2 

thru C7 (see photo below).  Before everyone left, Chairman Don Geary thanked everyone for attending and reminded 

them about our upcoming events and encouraged them to participate…This location was so well received by everyone we 

hope to reschedule our picnic here next year.  To all the members who drove their cars to the picnic, Thank You! What a 

beautiful sight it was! Enjoy the following photos on this page and the next two pages.  Visit our website ncrspitt.com for 

more photos from the picnic. 
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Norm, cooking the corn!

 

Don & Frank…”grillin!” 

 

John D. offering the blessing! 
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Picnic Photos Continued…Enjoy! 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Don, thanking everyone for attending & 

mentioning upcoming Chapter events. 
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NCRS National Convention Review: 

By Editor Jim Patitucci 

According to Mike Ingham and Dave Brigham’s 

updates found in the Fall 2018 Restorer, the Las 

Vegas National was a success.” There were 118 

Corvettes registered for judging or display of some 

sort, including four in the Year of the “68 

display.” 

Chapter Top Flight Awards were presented to 35 

chapters by Region VIII Director Bob Johansen. 

One of those 35 chapters just happened to be our 

PITTSBURGH TRI STATE CHAPTER. A 

special thank you to member Brian McIntyre who 

was in attendance and accepted this prestigious 

NCRS award on behalf of our chapter. (See top 

photo top at right). 

In Dave’s Restorer message he stated,” that 

because of the very high temperatures in Las 

Vegas in July, I decided to start the Monday OPS 

check at daybreak about 5:00 am.” Speaking of 

OPS check, another PTSC member attended and 

participated in the C3 OPS judging and other 

judging activities. (He is shown here in the second 

photo at the right see arrow). That member 

happens to be Bob Stokes. Bob has his back to the 

camera, but yes, Bob this photo proves you were 

there! Bob did mention to me that he did have a 

great time, and it was very informative. He learned 

a lot from the judges at the National level.  For 

more information and photos from the National 

Convention, please refer to the latest Fall edition 

2018 Restorer. 

Quotes in this review were taken from the Fall 

2018 Restorer and the photos at the right were 

courtesy of Vinnie Peters. 

 

Brian McIntyre accepting the PTSC 2017 Chapter 

Top Flight Award from Mike Ingham. 

 

Bob Stokes discussing OPS procedures with the 

owner during the 2018 NCRS National. “Bob, not 

your best side, but glad you were there!”
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Looking back at how it all started…April 22, 1990…Part II 

As promised in the Summer Newsletter here are more original initial documents from our Historian, Barry Holmes. 

Documents include the First Chapter Newsletter which includes the initial letter to the Charter Pittsburgh Chapter members 

informing them that they were given the go-ahead to officially start the chapter dated 8-20-90. Also included are the original 

PTSC Officers Directory and Membership List, followed by the early Buyer’s Guide and the first Chapter Picnic/Car Show 

announcement with map. The last document is Barry’s first meeting Agenda. 

Notice the first sentence on page one of the newsletter stating that it is untitled. Suggestions were requested in naming the 

Newsletter. Stay tuned in for our Winter Newsletter which will have Part III of” Looking back at how it all started…April 22, 

1990” to find out who was responsible for naming our newsletter Restoration Performance Motoring fun. 

 

 

 

The Pittsburgh Tri-State Chapter of NCRS was founded in August of 1990. Meetings are held on the second Tuesday of each month at 

designated and published times and locations.  All members are welcome to attend the board meetings. In 2018 the board meetings will be 

held at the Boulevard Restaurant in Delmont, Pa. at 6:30 PM. The newsletter is published quarterly. All articles for publicat ion must be 

submitted no later than 15 days prior to the end of the calendar quarter. Ads from PTSC members are free of charge.  Any car related news is 

appreciated. Applications for membership and annual dues should be sent to Judy Geary, 117 Caldwell Dr. Jeanette, Pa. 15644, or 

gearyjt@comcast.net.  Membership dues are $20.00 per year and payable from June 1 thru June 30.  You can also pay dues via PayPal, see 

our website for the link www.ncrspitt.com. 

mailto:gearyjt@comcast.net
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Copyrights: Please note that articles appearing in the RPM are the sole property of their author(s) unless credited otherwise and 

may not be reproduced without the express written permission of the author(s). 
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The following Grand Sport articles were suggested for submission from Michael Bucheit for your reading pleasure/interest. 

 

www.grandsportvettes.com for more info: visit the Official Grand Sport Registry.     (cont. Next page) 

 

http://www.grandsportvettes.com/
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www.grandsportvettes.com for more information…visit the Official Grand Sport Registry. (Continued on next page).       

http://www.grandsportvettes.com/
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PLEASE WELCOME OUR NEWEST PTSC MEMBERS 

 

Marvin & Joyce Williams #63490  Jeff & Verna Carberry #64913   Jeff Fisher #65145 

 453 Chapeldale Dr.   302 Blossom View Heights  563 Macleod Dr. 

  Apollo, Pa. 15613     Somerset, Pa. 15501   Gibsonia, Pa. 15044 

  724-882-5505      jgcarberry@gmail.com   412-287-7606 

  Toys:      814-442-9000    fisherx@me.com 

  55 Roadster      Toys: 1966    Toys? 

  58 FI Convertible 

   63 SWC    * Christian Kitch (Dave’s grandson) #33108 Jr. Member 

 

Membership Info Contact: Judy Geary gearyjt@comcast.net 

 

 

 

mailto:jgcarberry@gmail.com
mailto:gearyjt@comcast.net
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REPLACING A C4 MASTER BRAKE CYLINDER 

BY: DON GEARY #29217 

  I have owned a 1994 ZR1 for 12 years now and recently 

on a trip to our annual picnic, the car’s brakes suddenly 

locked up 10 miles into the trip. I managed to pull into a 

parking lot where the brakes were locked up tight.  I 

called a friend, who picked us up from the lot and took 

us to the picnic, and upon our return a couple hours later, 

the brakes were free and I could move the car as normal.  

I had the vehicle towed home anyway and proceeded to 

look over the brake lines for any sign of bulging or 

abnormal indications, like leaks, parking brake cables 

binding, etc. Finding nothing, I drove the car around our 

neighborhood for 20 minutes with no sign of the locking 

brakes.  Several months later, I started her up and backed 

out of the garage to take the car for our PA annual 

inspection and the brakes locked in the driveway.  I 

barely got the car back into the garage and the brakes 

never released this time.  After some time investigating 

possible causes, a C4 expert told me it was probably the 

master cylinder, which I suspected as well.  He also 

showed me it was NOT the intimidating project I had 

imagined, and I decided to go ahead with the project.  So 

here’s my description of the steps to replace the master 

cylinder.  First some precautions:  Brake fluid is toxic to 

everything, from bare hands to paint, so wear gloves and 

eye protection, keep brake fluid off any painted surfaces, 

off the garage floor and dispose of properly. Next, 

NEVER use old brake fluid from a can you opened last 

year because it attracts water and is not as good as a new 

sealed container.  Use good quality brake fluid and 

match the fluid to the specs for your car, in this case 

DOT 3 for the C4’s.  

You will need to jack the car up and remove all four 

wheels. Spread paper under all four wheels and under 

the master cylinder area because you will spill a little 

brake fluid regardless of how careful you are. Remove 

the master cylinder with the following steps: 

*Place a rag around the bottom of the cylinder to protect 

parts below the cylinder from getting fluid on them 

when you unbolt the lines. 

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

   

*Remove the two brake lines from the right side of the 

cylinder using brake line wrenches to avoid rounding 

the nut corners.     

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

*Remove both electric plugs that are attached to sensors 

on the cylinder and fluid bowl by carefully prying the 

plastic lock on the side of each plug, and pulling them 

apart.                     (Continued on next page) 
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*Remove fluid line from left side of bowl by loosening 

the worm clamp. 

*Remove nuts from the back of cylinder into the brake 

booster. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Now the master cylinder should slide off the bolts, and 

you can lift it out as a unit, trying to keep the fluid 

contained. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Note: The master cylinder is date coded on the front of 

the cylinder with DDMY.  So mine was coded 12D4, 

12
th

 day of April 1994. Luckily I found one with the 

exact date code at Mirrock Corvette parts. Mark and 

Brooke there are C4 experts and can help with any C4 

parts and plenty of friendly help. 

 

 

 

Now the fun begins: putting it all back together and 

making the car operational again: 

*Bolt the unit back in place on the brake booster. 

*Reattach the two brake lines, the flexible line, and the two 

electronic plugs. 

*Fill the fluid bowl to full capacity with new brake fluid.  A 

C4 system holds a total of about a quart of brake fluid. 

*There are multiple ways of bleeding the brakes, but I used 

the old fashioned method of having my wife depress the 

brake pedal while I bled each caliper. Now I owe her big 

time. 

*Begin bleeding the brakes by starting at the furthest brake 

caliper, the right rear and work your way through the left 

rear, front right then front left.  I also bled the unit in the 

compartment behind the driver seat according to the GM 

manual, but I believe this is not necessary if you bleed a lot 

of fluid. I actually went around to each wheel twice to make 

sure no air bubbles were coming out with the fluid (a clear 

drain hose helps). Keep the master cylinder reservoir full at 

all times. 

*Then I fired up the engine and tested the brakes while it 

was still on the jacks.  No lights were present indicating 

there were no problems detected by the sensors. The brake 

pedal was firm and held firm while braking.  I checked for 

any leaks and there were none. 

*I cleaned up all around the vehicle, greased the front ball 

bearings, and replaced all wheels. 

*The test drive turned out fine, so we took it for a longer 

drive to make sure all was functional and safe. Next was the 

annual PA inspection and everything passed. 

*I performed one final check at all wheels and under the 

hood to make sure there were no leaks and we are ready for 

our next road tour. 

*Hope this step by step helps somebody through this 

process, which is not so intimidating now that I have done it. 
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VINOSKI WINERY TOUR & CRUISE 

Write up: Dave Kitch- photos by: Dave Kitch, Jim Patitucci & Norm Neffield 

   

 

Thirty eight people participated in the recent 

visit to Vinoski Winery on Saturday 

September 1, 2018 in Rostraver, Pa.  Most of 

the participants were members of the 

Pittsburgh Tri-State Chapter NCRS or the 

Corvette Club of Western Pa. or both. We 

were hosted by David Brown of Vinoski 

Winery. 

The event included a tour of the winery 

palatial building, wine tasting, wine making 

and buffet dinner in the courtyard and concert 

presented by the Dave Matthews tribute band, 

Antz Marching. All who attended seemed to 

have a good time. 

Dave Kitch 

PTSC, CCWP 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

More photos on the next page. 
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The members of the PTSC 

NCRS and the CCWP would 

like to thank Dave Kitch for 

planning and coordinating 

this event. 
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The NCRS Gallery XVIII was one of the 

great things to see at Corvettes at 

Carlisle this year. It is an invitational 

collection of Corvettes of merit that 

exemplify what NCRS is all about. 

Carlisle Events and the NCRS sponsors 

the Delaware Valley Chapter of the 

NCRS in presenting this annual 

exhibit to provide a deeper insight 

into NCRS’s purposes, which are the 

preservation, restoration and 

enjoyment of Corvettes produced 

during the years 1953-2002. There 

were 21 beautiful Corvettes on display 

this year, and one of those exemplary 

cars belonged to our PTSC Judging 

Chairman, Bill & Cindy Bryan. Their 

beautiful 1959 Crown Sapphire 

Convertible was on display. Below is 

the photo of their car in the NCRS Tent 

at Carlisle… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write up & Photo: Jim Patitucci 

 

 

 

An Invitation… 

 

Hi Pittsburgh Tri-State members. That time of the 

year is here when we have to prepare for elections. 

The chapter has had a handful of members that have 

been holding chair positions for a number of years. 

 

I am asking you to consider running for a board 

position, we really need some new blood to help 

keep our hobby alive and active. None of the jobs 

are hard to do and mostly mean you get together 

with friends once a month, have dinner and talk 

about our hobby.  

 

I am on the nominating committee and I don’t want 

to call every member to look for volunteers. We are 

all adults so I am asking you to consider running for 

the board. If you are willing to help preserve our 

hobby please email me and I will place your name on 

the recommendations list.  

 

My email is cirilli@zoominternet.net and my phone 

number is 724-449-3323. See you don’t even have to 

look them up. I hope I hear from you.  

 

 

Robert D Cirilli 

Nominating committee 

 

 

mailto:cirilli@zoominternet.net
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NCRS CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

2018 

Metro Long Island Chapter Meet Sept. 30 Syosset, NY 

Northern California Chapter Meet Oct. 5-6 Granite Bay, Calif. 

Southeast Chapter Meet   Oct. 6  Summerville, GA 

Delaware Valley Chapter Meet  Oct. 7  West Chester, Pa. 

St. Louis Chapter Meet   Oct.13  Manchester, MO. 

Pittsburgh Chapter Meet  Oct. 14  Hubbard, Ohio 

Arizona Chapter Meet   Oct. 20   Scottsdale, Ariz. 

Texas Regional    Oct. 25-27 Frisco, Texas 

Southern Cal Chapter Meet  Nov. 2-3 Cathedral City, Calif. 

Florida Chapter Meet   Nov. 17  Howey in the Hills, Fla. 

 

NATIONAL CORVETTE 

MUSEUM 

EVENTS 2018 

Sept. 23 MiM National Parks Tour #2  

Oct. 8 MiM 1 Lap of Kentucky Tour #1 

Oct. 12 Vette City Motorcycle Music Fest 

@ NCM 

Oct. 15 MiM 1 Lap of Kentucky Tour #2 

Oct. 22 MiM 1 Lap of Kentucky Tour #3 

Oct. 29 MiM 1 Lap of Kentucky Tour #4 

Nov. 8 Vets’n Vettes presented by Mobil 

1@NCM 

Nov. 9 2018 Corvette Racing-Presented by 

Michelin@AACA Museum 

 

 

PITTSBURGH TRI-STATE CHAPTER 2018 REMAINING EVENTS 

Sunday October 14 – Chapter Meet & Judging School – Greenwood Chevrolet, Hubbard, Ohio 

Sunday, December 9 – Holiday Banquet & 28
th

 Annual Membership Meeting, Lakeview Lounge, 

Greensburg, Pa. (Bring a gift for the Toys for Tots Program). 
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REQUEST FOR PARTS 

I have a customer in Australia that is looking for some 

original GM Knock-Off Spinners-both left and right. He 

would love to get a full set of 4 or possibly more. He has 

three Mid-Years, but he will take 1, 2, 3 or whatever. He 

doesn’t care about the condition as he will have them 

restored and chromed over there. He is just concerned 

about originality. He doesn’t want reproductions for this 

part. So if anyone has any original GM Knock-Off 

spinners that they would like to sell, please contact me. 

Thank you,  

Jared @ Corvette World 

724-863-0410 or jared@corvettedept.com 

 

Lift for Sale after the MAC Regional 

MAC is using a four post lift during the Altoona 

Regional this week and the nearly-new lift will be 

sold immediately afterwards. This extra-long and tall 

lift is one of the finest available including all the 

options: Advantage SS-9000 XLT – 9000 pound 

capacity four post lift includes 4 Drip Trays, Rolling 

Jack Tray, Caster Kit & Aluminum Ramps. If 

interested in buying this outstanding lift contact 

Jerry Duffey ASAP.  Cell 757-869-7310 or 

duffey302@cox.net . 

More specs: https://advantagelifts.us/ss-9000XLT-

extra-long-tall-four-post-lift 

 

 

Pittsburgh Tri-State Chapter Apparel  

Please check out the link on our website to view the various PTSC logo apparel items offered for sale. These items 

are priced very reasonably, especially for an embroidered chapter logo.   The merchandise will be available in 

limited quantities at all of our Chapter events for purchase. The following new colors have been added: yellow, 

green, maroon, navy blue and red. 

Please contact: 

Jim Patitucci 

724-737-6396 or jjppat@atlanticbb.net 

 
 

 

American Muscle offers full Corvette, classic, and muscle car 

restoration, service, and painting for over 25 years in the Pittsburgh 

area. Owners Dave & Aaron Shimp look forward to serving the NCRS 

and Corvette hobbyists. 724-351-2476 or Shimpy45@yahoo.com 

PTSC Members if you have any 

Corvette Parts for sale or if you are 

looking to purchase any Corvette 

parts you can post an ad in our 

monthly newsletter free of charge 

for as long as you wish. Just email 

me your information well in 

advance of the next newsletter due 

date and I will be happy to include 

it. However, there is a fee for 

business and services ads. Email: 

jjppat@atlanticbb.net 

mailto:duffey302@cox.net
mailto:jjppat@atlanticbb.net
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Jim Patitucci 

RPM Editor 

Box 92 

McClellandtown, 

Pa. 15458 

15458 

 


