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Winter 2018 Newsletter Chairman’s message by:

Winter 2018

Don Geary

As I write this message snow is flying and I’m wondering where 2018 went.
We had a wonderful Christmas banquet at Lakeview this year and the food was
excellent and the friends were even better. If you missed it, you missed a good one;
the weather even cooperated for a change.
I recognized two individuals during the banquet this year for their work with the
chapter:

2018 Officers & Chairpersons
Chairman – Don Geary




724-834-5586 dleary@comcast.net
Vice Chairman – Paul DiSanto
412-751-5579 pdisanto1950@gmail.com
Treasurer - Norm Neffield
724-832-1935 nneffield@comcast.net
Secretary - Jim Wainwright
814-381-5512 james_wainwright@hsb.com
Judging Chairman - Bill Bryan
814-931-9101 crosskeystv@yahoo.com
Membership - Judy Geary
724-834-5586 gearyjt@comcast.net
Inside Coordinator - John Jeffries
724-443-6982 jjeffries@zoominternet.net
Outside Coordinator – Dave Kitch
724-468-4094 dmkitch@verizon.net
Newsletter Editor – Jim Patitucci
724-737-6396 jjppat@atlanticbb.net
Historian - Barry Holmes
724-468-6609 drbarry57@comcast.net
Board Members at Large
Mike Bucheit 724-423-3080
mbucheit@wpa.net
Bob Cirilli 724-449-3323
cirilli@zoominternet.net
John DeGregory 724-832-3786
JohnDeGreg@aol.com

Bill Bryan for his work as judging chairman and pushing new judging and
training events
Jimmy Patitucci for his work on the Newsletter. He has taken our newsletters
to a new level.

I also recognized the entire board for all their hard work and their longevity conducting
the business of the chapter. Without these guys and gals we frankly would not have
the chapter that we all expect. We achieved TOP FLIGHT Chapter again this year and
we have received this award since the inception of the program in 2005. Thanks again
for all the folks who make this chapter great.
Looking ahead to 2019 we have an amazing slate of events: Please see our event
schedule for details. They will be published in this newsletter, on our website and our
annual roster.
This year was the election for our board members and we have a new slate of officers
for the next two years. Please see our new officer list in our publications.
I would like to thank all of the board and members of this chapter for a great couple
years as your chairman. We had a very successful Regional last year and this year’s
events were very special as well
Again, the board working together as a team is the only way to successfully achieve
our ambitious event schedule year after year.
Here’s wishing everybody a Happy and safe New Year. Hope to see you at our 2019

events.
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JUDGING CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE by Bill Bryan
Hello everyone, a new year is right around the corner and lots of events are planned by our chapter. Please review them
all and sign up for attendance if at all possible. Please join us often, if you think about the people planning an event they
are doing so hoping it is well attended and enjoyable for everyone.
WOW!, is all that can be said about our recent Hubbard Ohio Chapter Judging Meet, 12 flight cars, 7 sportsmen cars, and
lots of attendance, I cannot thank everyone involved enough. Thanks again everyone, and special thanks goes to the
wonderful staff at Greenwood Chevrolet. Their facility gets a Top Flight in my book. When another event is planned at
Greenwood Chevrolet, be sure to attend. I am hearing they want us back for an encore!
Everyone is always welcome at our monthly meetings, watch the events schedule. During a couple of our meetings I will
be conducting a 1 point judging school. It will be kept to basic judges training, with a few tips I will always share. Please
attend you will not only earn 1 judging point, but you may also become a more knowledgeable judge.
March 4th will be our annual visit to John Kuhns Garage/showroom. It's a great place to visit just to see the memorabilia
and the bonus will be our event and the excellent food for lunch. The agenda is still being planned, so please if anyone
has any suggested topics, please let me know! I welcome all suggestions for your presentation or give me suggestions
and I will make the presentation, please call or email anytime.
Last newsletter I included a picture of my 67 having its motor pulled for a rebuild and freshening up of the engine
compartment. To show I am moving forward, a new picture is included below. Motor is all rebuilt, went over all engine
compartment items and it runs and drives great up and down my driveway. Just need to wait for spring now for a good
road test.
As a note, setting up tri-power carbs and rebuilding them was a new experience for me, but with the NCRS discussion
board and the friends I have made in the NCRS, I was successful. I now have them running perfect and understand their
operation. If you experience problems or have questions use the NCRS discussion board or make phone calls to your
NCRS friends for help.

Did you know: The first Corvettes were too advanced for the factory? They
were the first fiberglass body that GM mass produced. The factory was illequipped to handle the new tech, and they didn’t know how to ground the
car. The first few cars made wouldn’t start. Instead of driving them off the
assembly line, they had to be pushed.
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THE PTSC CROSSES THE BORDER TO HOLD A CHAPTER
JUDGING MEET& SCHOOL IN HUBBARD, OHIO!
Write-Up and Photos by: Jimmy Patitucci #60161
2018 PTSC Judging Meet: Greenwood
Chevrolet, Hubbard Ohio
On Sunday October 14th our chapter traveled
up to Hubbard, Ohio to a Flight Judging Meet &
Judging School. Our event was hosted by Greenwood
Chevrolet and members from the Shenango Valley
Corvette Club. This was a great opportunity for our
chapter to spread its wings so to speak and reach out to
our Ohio neighbors, who were eager to have their
Corvettes judged. We had a wide selection of twelve
Vettes to judge at least one in each generation from C1
thru C5’s. (1956, 1965, (2) 1966’s, (3) 1967’s, 1968,
1971, 1994, 1995, & 1997.
Our Chairman, Don Geary welcomed
everyone and presented each of our hosts with a PTSC
Framed Certificate of Appreciation, thanking them for
hosting this event. (See top right photo.)
Judging Chairman, Bill Bryan followed up
Don by going over the Agenda for the day. He met with
the owners and judges then gave everyone their judging
assignments, and discussed judging/owner protocol.
Before everyone started judging the cars, a 1
hour judging school was held and led by PTSC Outside
Coordinator Dave Kitch. He went over the NCRS
Standard Deductions Guidelines and the CDCIF
Guidelines. (See photo lower right.)

PTSC Chairman Don Geary presents our hosts with the PTSC
Certificate of Appreciation Awards. Pictured above from L to R:
Steve Rotunno New Car Manager Greenwood Chevrolet, Ken Jelley
NCRS Museum Rep., Dennis Webber President Shenango Valley
Corvette Club & PTSC Chairman, Don Geary.

To start the day, Dennis Webber provided
coffee and donuts for the entire group. A great lunch
was provided by Steve Rotunno and Greenwood
Chevrolet. This break from judging gave everyone an
opportunity to meet, and socialize. This facility was
super nice and provided us with an excellent venue for
judging the Corvettes. We hope to hold another event
here in the future.
At the end of the day Don once again thanked
everyone for attending the event, and thanked our hosts
for their hospitality. Both owners and judges had a
great time. It was nice to meet new NCRS friends who
all share the same passion for the Corvette. An event
like this is what lifts our Pittsburgh Chapter above the
rest. Not only is it a social event but it provides an
opportunity for valuable judging experience. We hope
to schedule another judging meet at this location in the
future.

Dave Kitch instructs the group in a One Hour Judging School on
NCRS Standard Deductions and CDIF Guidelines.
(More photos and Judging Results on the following pages…)
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Judging Chairman Bill Bryan listens to a question from
Steve Rotunno as he goes over the day’s Agenda and
Judging protocol with car owners and judges.

Don handing out Sportman Awards…

Listening to Bill go over the events for the day….

Attendees listening to Dave during Judging School…
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Just gaze at some of the beautiful cars we had to judge, as well as
those Sportsman Class entries and those driven to the event by
members and attendees…. WOW!
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You can see in many of the photos that it was really a
beautiful sunny day. Everyone in attendance had a
great time. With any of our Chapter Judging Events the
most important thing to take away from these is that
they are learning experiences for the owners and the
judges. It’s all about having fun and enjoying the
Corvettes and fellowship. The Flight Judging results are
listed on the next page. For more photos of awards
being presented and cars please visit our website.
www.ncrspitt.com
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Flight Judging Results from the PTSC event held at Greenwood Chevrolet in
Hubbard, Ohio
October 14, 2018
Results submitted by Bill Bryan, PTSC Judging Chairman
Charles Hale 1956 Top Flight

Dennis Webber – Sportsman – 2010

Dean Rice 1965 Top Flight

Frank Pelly – Sportsman – 1989/1965

Frank Pelly 1966 Top Flight

Ken Jelley – Sportsman – 2017

John Kufleitner 1966 Top Flight
William Holdford 1967 Top Flight
John Madej 1967 Top Flight
Franklin Swanek 1967 Top Flight
Bob Dombrowski 1968 Top Flight
Raymond Shaffer 1971 Second Flight

Michael Capozzio Sportsman – 1957
Dean Shaffer – Sportsman – 1967
Michael Doefler –Sportsman - 2017
19 – Judges
7 – Tabulators
36- Members registered for the event.

Charles Ash 1994 Top Flight

3 – Judging points were awarded for those who judged and
attended the judging school.

Victor Francis 1996 Top Flight
Gene Strine 1997 Top Flight

NCRS Calendar of Events 2019

Florida Regional - February 20-13 - Lakeland, Fla.
Judges Training Retreat – March 14-17 - Dallas, Texas
Queen City Regional - April 11-13 - Sharonville, Ohio
New England Regional - May 16-18 -Boston, Mass.
National Convention- July 14-19- Greenville, SC
Lake Tahoe Regional-September 19-21 -Lake Tahoe, Calif.
Texas Regional- October 24-26- Frisco, Texas
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Dave’s Tech Article continued…

Fig. 2 shows the inside of the contact and leads assembly.

Fig. 2
This is looking from the bottom of the switch. The source of most of the operational
problems is with the spring contacts moving out of place or popping loose. This can cause
problems with the turn signals, turn signal lights, and stop lights. The OEM switches were a
dull yellow white while the reproduction switches are bright white. The major source of the
repro switches is Lectric Limited. There are differences between the original and
reproduction switches.
Brian Bair from Bair’s Corvettes says that a guy in his shop rebuilds and tests all the new
switches before they are sold.

The Pittsburgh Tri -State Chapter of NCRS was founded in August of 1990. Meetings are held on the
second Tuesday of each month at designated and published times and locations. All members are
welcome to attend the board meetings. In 2018-19 the board meetings will be held at the
Boulevard Restaurant in Delmont, Pa. at 6:30 pm. The newsletter is published quarterly. All
articles for publication must be submitted no later than 15 days prior to the end of the calendar
quarter. Ads from PTSC members are free of charge. Any car related news is appreciated.
Applications for membership and annual dues should be sent to Judy Geary 117 Caldwell Dr.
Jeanette, Pa. 15644, or gearyjt@comcast.net. Membership dues are $20.00 per year and payable
from June 1 thru June 30. You can also pay dues via PayPal, see our website for the link:
www.ncrspitt.com.
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How It All Started Part 3
This segment identifies the person responsible for naming our
PTSC Newsletter...Restoration Preservation Motoring fun…
Documents for this segment were submitted by our Chapter Historian;

Barry Holmes
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Check out the last paragraph in the left column below to find out who was the
winner in naming our Newsletter!
Plus take a look at some of the chapter events & interesting items below from back
in the day…
Below is an NCRS membership application
from the 1990’s attached to an early PTSC
newsletter.. Neat slogan isn’t it?

Mary Lou & Rich Kossum are still Chapter members and own a 1969
Corvette.

A message from the Editor: Members remember that this is your newsletter too! Please think about submitting
Technical Articles if you have completed any projects recently or in the past on your Corvette. If you have an
interesting story about you and your Corvette that you might like to share please feel free to submit it. Our
members would like to hear from you. You can email them to me at jjppat@atlanticbb.net . Make sure any photos
submitted are saved as attachments and not embedded in the text.
Copyrights: Please note that articles appearing in the RPM are the sole
Property of their author(s) unless credited otherwise and may not be
reproduced without the express permission of the author(s)……..JP
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Here is an update on this feature from our Fall Newsletter, to further acknowledge three of our current PTSC Members
who were 2018 Honorees and had their Corvettes on display in the NCRS Gallery Tent at Corvettes at Carlisle. The
Gallery is sponsored by the Delaware Valley Chapter each year. It’s an invitational collection of Corvettes of merit that
exemplify what the NCRS is all about. Below are photos of our three PTSC member’s cars along with a few other
overview photos from the exhibit. Congratulations to our Chapter Honorees.

Bill & Cindy Bryan’s 1959 Crown Sapphire Convertible
Phil Gardner’s 1969 Burgundy Coupe

Jim & Milda Oliverio’s 1988 Bright Red Convertible
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Corvette News June/July 1973.
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REMINISCING: Now that winter is here I thought the article on the previous two pages about the
Corvettes ofTHPennsylvania’s Caravan to Cook’s Forest in ’73 would be an enjoyable read from

PTSC 28

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING, HOLIDAY BANQUET & CORVETTE PARTY

“Back in the Day”. It was taken from the June/July 1973 Corvette News Magazine. I’m sure
many of you are familiar with this area. Maybe some of you actually participated in this event
back then, or know someone who did. If so, I’d love to hear about it. It would make a great
follow-up article to add in a future newsletter. I hope you enjoyed reading it as much as I did.

YOUR 2019 PTSC NCRS SLATE OF OFFICERS
Chairman – Dave Kitch 724-433-4151
dmkitch@comcast.net
Vice Chairman – Don Geary 724-834-5586
dlgeary@comcast.net
Treasurer – Norm Neffield 724-832-1935
nneffield@comcast.net
Secretary – Jim Wainwright 814-381-5512

james_wainwright@hsb.com
Judging Chairman – Bill Bryan 814-931-9101
crosskeystv@yahoo.com
Membership – Judy Geary 724-834-5586
gearyjt@comcast.net

Vintage HERTZ Adv. From 1963

Inside Coordinator – John Jeffries 724-443-6982
jjeffries@zoominternet.net
Outside Coordinator – Bob Stokes 412-600-7727
Robert.stokes@verizon.net
Newsletter Editor – Jimmy Patitucci 724-737-6396
jjppat@atlanticbb.net
Historian – Barry Holmes 724-468-6609
drbarry57@comcast.net
Board Members at Large
Mike Bucheit 724-423-3080 mbucheit@wpa.net
John DeGregory 724-832-3786 johndegreg@aol.com
Bob Cirilli 724-449-3323 cirilli@zoominternet.net
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On Sunday, December 9th our PTSC held its annual Membership Meeting and Christmas
Banquet at the Lakeview Lounge in Greensburg, Pa. This event was organized and
coordinated by John DeGregory. There were about 39 members/guests in attendance.
It was really nice to see such a large turnout. The venue was decorated beautifully for
the holiday season. The cocktail hour and hors d-oeuvres started at 2:00 followed by a
fantastic dinner at 3:00 and then the brief membership meeting.
As one of his last duties as current
Chairman Don Geary shared many of
the highlights and events held by our
Chapter this past year. He especially
noted the Annual Picnic in August at
Indian Lake Park, the judged meet at
Greenwood Chevrolet, Hubbard, Ohio in
October and the Vinoski Winery Tour &
Cruise. The Schedule of Events for 2019
was also passed out to those in
attendance and Don went over each
and encouraged everyone to try to
l

attend as many events as possible next
year.
(Don addressing the group)
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He also wanted to make sure to acknowledge our current board members for their
hard work and dedication throughout the year. In doing so, he introduced each
member individually and thanked them. He presented two members with the “NCRS
Support Pin-Award” for their hard work. The first went to our Judging Chairman, Bill
Bryan for all his efforts in planning and organizing all our judging meets and
schools. The second award was presented to our Newsletter Editor, Jimmy Patitucci for
his work on our Newsletter each quarter. John DeGregory personally thanked Don for
his hard work and dedication to the chapter as our Chairman for the past two years
as well as all the other board positions Don held since he’s been a member.
As many of you know our board had to
(John D. thanking Don & offering the Blessing…)

reorganize for 2019. Dave Kitch will take
over as Chapter Chairman for the next two
years. Don Geary was nominated at the
meeting to be the Vice Chairman since
there were no other interested parties. The
other newest member named to the board
was Bob Stokes, who will take over the
Outside Coordinator position for the next
two years. The rest of the board will remain
the same. Norm Neffield--Treasurer, Jim
Wainwright – Secretary, John Jeffries –
Inside Coordinator, Jimmy Patitucci Newsletter Editor, Judy Geary – Membership
Chair, Historian – Barry Holmes, and
Board Members at Large: Mike Bucheit,
Bob Cirilli, John DeGregory, & Don Geary.
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One of the most important things our

Finally, Don passed the Chapter Chair’s

chapter does at the Holiday Banquet each

Gavel on to Dave as he thanked everyone

year is to ask everyone who attends to

for their support and dedication and for

bring a monetary donation or bring a Toy

attending this year’s Banquet.

for the Westmorland County area Toys for
Tots Program. Dave and Bridget Kitch
(pictured below) have been the Co-Chair
persons for the PTSC campaign for the past
three years. At this year’s Banquet they
collected approximately $700.00 in gifts
and $300.00 in checks. Thank you to all
who donated!!!

Our Chapter would especially like to
thank John DeGregory for his hard work
in coordinating this event. The food as
always was excellent. A great time was
had by all! We hope to see you at one of
our Chapter Events in 2019. Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year to all our
members and their families from the PTSC
Board Members…
Enjoy the photos from the Banquet below
and on the next pages. For more photos:
check our website: www.ncrspitt.com

Dave took some photos in the warehouse in
Youngwood that included Denny Blank, the local
Toys for Tots chairman.
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28th Annual Membership Meeting and Holiday Banquet Photos Continued………
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It was so nice to get together and socialize with our old & new friends, to catch up on
everything from the past year and even talk about our Corvettes. Like the homepage on
the NCRS website states “Join for the cars and stay for the friends”. Our Pittsburgh
Chapter embodies that statement for sure.

John Kuhns entertaining the crowd!
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More photos from our 28th Annual Membership Meeting and Holiday Banquet!
j

*MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL from the PTSC-NCRS!!!
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NCRS Now Judging Modified Corvettes

Pittsburgh Tri-State Chapter NCRS
2019 EVENT SCHEDULE
March 10(Sun)-Judging Seminar at John Kuhns Garage, Latrobe,
Pa. *Coordinator: Bill Bryan and John Kuhns
April 28(Sun)-Judges Training with 2 Corvettes at Tom Henry
Chevy, Mars, Pa. *Coordinator: Bill Bryan, Bob Cirilli
May 19(Sun) -Technical seminar/tour American Muscle shop,
Madison, Pa. *Coordinator Dave Kitch
June 7, 8(Sat) 2 day - Chapter Meet at B&D Activity Center,
Latrobe, Pa. *Coordinator: Don Geary, Registration: Jim Wainwright,
Judging: Bill Bryan
June 29(Sat) - Cruise to Vinoski Winery with CCWP for ribs &
blues weekend *Coordinator: Dave Kitch
Aug 11(Sun) -Annual Picnic at Indian Lake Park in North
Huntingdon, Pa. *Coordinator: John DeGregory and Frank Gavron
Sept 15 (Sun) - Judges Training w/ 2 Corvettes at Barry Holmes
Garage, Slickville, Pa. *Coordinator: Barry Holmes, Bill Bryan
October 20(Sun) -Fall Road tour to Wright Falling Waters, Mill Run,
Pa.*Coordinator: Don and Judy Geary
December 8(Sun) - Christmas Banquet at Manor Valley Golf Club,
Export, Pa. *Coordinator: John DeGregory, Mike Bucheit

Blue & Red

Black

The National Corvette Restorers Society is now
judging modified and customized C1-C4
Corvettes. The NCRS judging standard for
restored Corvettes is “the way it left the factory,
no better, and no worse.” This new program is
called the NCRS Concours Judging. The NCRS has
taken this bold step to include more Corvettes. It
is now possible to have your stock-appearing
Corvette that has a crate motor under the hood,
judged by NCRS using an approach that is similar
to that used for judging restored Corvettes.
Likewise, if you have a resto-mod or custom, it
now qualifies for NCRS Concours Judging. There
are two divisions in the Concours program. The
Stock Division includes all Corvettes that are
basically stock-appearing (fiberglass, body paint
color, etc.) with the hood, doors and trunk
closed; wheels and tires may be non-OEM in the
Stock Division. The Modified Division includes
any modified Corvette that does not qualify for
the Stock Division. This program will evaluate five
distinct sections: Operations, Interior, Exterior,
Mechanical and Chassis. Appearance is the only
aspect judged in this program. Originality will not
be a judging component. The owner can modify
and customize their Corvette as they desire and
not be subject to any originality penalty. Because
originality is not a component of the new judging
system, Trim Tags and Service Parts Labels will
not be evaluated, in fact, those two items do not
even need to be on the car (subject of course, to
local laws and regulations). However, all cars
must have been born as a Corvette, have an
original VIN Tag, and have a title/vehicle
registration that states the car is a Corvette ( i.e.
no kit cars). NCRS will offer two different awards
in each of the divisions. The awards for the Stock
Division are named NCRS Blue Ribbon Award and
NCRS Red Ribbon Award. For the Modified
Division, the awards are named NCRS 427 Award
and NCRS 327 Award.
At this year’s Corvettes at Carlisle the NCRS
judged two of the Vette Rods from Chip’s Choice
Display.
*See Award Ribbons at left.
2018 Corvettes @ Carlisle/ Carlisleevents.com
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RPM NEWSLETTER ADS
Any PTSC member can list any Corvette parts that they may have for sale or their parts “wish
list” free of charge. Just email me the information and I will make sure to publish it in the next
Newsletter. Your requests will remain in future Newsletters unless your item is sold or you tell
me to remove it.

ANNUAL COST FOR NEWSLETTER BUSINESS ADS
Currently
$20.00 for a Business Card
$40.00 for ¼ Page Ad
$60.00 for ½ Page Ad
$100.00 for Full Page Ad
Charges are due each quarter.
Ads should be emailed to the editor Jimmy Patitucci at
jjppat@atlanticbb.net
Checks should be mailed to me at the following address:
Box 92
McClellandtown, Pa. 15458
Payment must be received by the middle of the month the Newsletter is
published in order to have your ad inserted.
Thank you!

*PTSC NCRS Embroidered Apparel is available at all of our Chapter Events, in limited sizes,
colors and quantities. For a wider selection please go to the Apparel link on our Chapter
Website. www.ncrspitt.com
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Jimmy Patitucci
RPM Editor
Box 92
McClellandtown, Pa.
15458
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