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PTSC HOSTS ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL JUDGING MEET AT B&D CREEKSIDE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See article and more photos on page ( ) later in this newsletter. 
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/ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜΥ 

Summer has definitely arrived here in 

McClellandtown this week. The  

temperature is expected to get up 

ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ флΩǎ ƳŀȅōŜ ŜǾŜƴ ǊŜŀŎƘ млл ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎΦ ¢ƛƳŜ 

to get the Corvettes out and drive them. This is also car 

show time in our area, so if you can try to take in a few 

ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜΦ LΩǾŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ƻƴŜǎ ƛƴ 

this newsletter. 

As I write this, we just complete our annual judging 

meet at the B&D Creekside Activity Center in Latrobe, 

and I must say that it was one the largest collection of 

flight cars we ever had at this event. Thanks to all the 

owners, judges, tabulators and most importantly our 

sponsors. 

Enjoy the photos and write up on page 14. The beautiful 

Corvettes that keep showing up year after year for our 

events is simply astonishing. 

The mini meet and judging school up at {ǘŀƘƭΩǎ !ƭƭ 

Collector Auto in Bedford in April, was also a success as 

was our little spring road trip to the LasSalle Engine Shop 

in Breezewood. (articles and photo later in the RPM). 

[ŜǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘǿƻ ƻǇŜƴ ōƻŀǊŘ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ 

to fill this year. The Vice-Chairman and Treasurer spots 

are open for someone to step up and volunteer. Brooke 

ǿƛƭƭ ŀǎǎǳƳŜ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΩǎ Ƨƻō ŀƴŘ bƻǊƳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 

ǎǘŜǇǇƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΦ LŦ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ƛǎ 

interested, please contact Bob Cirilli or me at any time 

ǘƻ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΦ aƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘƭȅ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ 

invite all interested parties to attend the July board 

meeting or a future meeting so that we get to know you. 

Next up on our events list is our annual Picnic and 

membership meeting. It will be held again this year at 

Indian Lake Park, North Huntingdon, Pa. Registration 

form is attached to this newsletter. 

Finally, it gives me great pleasure to announce that our 

PTSC will once again host an NCRS Regional Meet in 

2026. The date June 4-7, 2026  has been approved by 

the national board. It will be held at the Blair County 

Convention Center in Altoona. Don Geary will once again 

Chair the event. We are still in the planning stages, so 

mark your calendars and plan to volunteer! JP 

 

Judging /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜΥ 

 

 

Wow!!!  What a great chapter meet we just had at the 

B&D Activity Center in Latrobe Pa. We had 11 flight 

cars, one concourse and six sportsmen on display and 

ready for judging. All the judges were certainly busy for 

the day.  Everyone did a fine job and we completed 

judging, tabulation, and gave out awards around 4:00 

p.m.  I want to thank ALL the judges for their hard work 

and I do really appreciate the car owners for bringing us 

the wonderful cars to judge. A special thank you to the 

tabulators. Great job ladies! 

 Especially, thank you John Kuhns for getting all the 

sponsors that help to make the B&D show a success! 

 

Judging Tips:  

    I would like to suggest to all judges, when you come 

to a meet always bring a mirror and a good flashlight to 

use on the judging floor. Some of the more experienced 

judges have a small briefcase with information they will 

need during judging,  

    For example, in my case I have the most current 

edition of the "judging reference manual" (9th Edition), a 

CDCIF and condition guide sheet. The new paint 

judging guide, the standard deduction sheet and 

possibly judging guides for the years I may be assigned 

to judge at a Regional or at the NCRS National 

events.  As you gain more experience you should be 

able to judge by the knowledge youôve learned over 

time and wonôt always need to read the manuals word 

for word. Much, if not all of this is discussed in our 

judging schools throughout the year. 

    Next up in judging events, is our annual meet at 

Greenwoods Hubbard Chevrolet in Hubbard, Ohio. On 

October 19 & 20th. Please, everyone sign up early 

online at "NCRS.org" or by mailing the registration form 

to me, I do appreciate early registrations, it helps in 

planning car judging and the judges' assignments. Our 

Hubbard Ohio meet is always a great time, ask anyone 

who has ever attended one. 

 

That is all for now, please enjoy your corvettes all 

summer. 

Bill  Bryan  
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Calling All Members  !!! 

I hope this newsletter finds you all healthy and enjoying another season. I know youΩǊŜ all thinking άhƪ 

ǿƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƘŜ ǿŀƴǘ ƴƻǿέ?  Well, you are right I do want something. We as a club have been very 

successful. We have had a core group managing the club for a long time now. We have lost some key 

members and the business meetings have gotten smaller every year but the activities are holding or 

growing in attendance. Every club I am in is shrinking and on the verge of shutting down every year. Our 

NCRS chapter is no different, we honestly need your help and need to have a couple of members come 

forward and run for an office. This year we need a Vice-chair and a Treasurer. Brooke is Vice-chair and 

will be our first female Chairman next year. The Vice-chair is a training position and many of us have 

done it. You can too! The Treasurer position is the heart beat of the club. Norm has been in that position 

ŦƻǊ мо ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ Řƻ ƛǘ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΦ L ŀƳ ǎǳǊŜ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΦ {ƻ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ 

after reading this contact me or Jim and volunteer. You have our email. The board is also planning to 

Ƙƻǎǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴ WǳƴŜ нлнсΦ ²ƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ōŜ ŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊǎΩ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΚ  

Thank you, Robert Cirilli, Nominating Committee Contact 

cirilli@zoominternet.net 

(724)-449-3323 

Jim Patitucci, Chairman 

jjppat@breezeline.net 

(412)582-0951 

 

 Remaining PTSC Events Calendar 2024  

August 11 (Sunday) Annual Picnic / Membership Meeting at Indian Lake Park, North Huntingdon, Pa. 

   *Coordinators: Frank Gavron/Paul DiSanto 

 

Sept. 14&15 (Sat./Sun) Fall Road Tour to Zippo Lighters and Case Knife Factory and Museum, Bradford, Pa. 

   *Coordinator: Mike Bucheit (Note: Date change from the previous Calendar!) 

 

Oct. 19&20 (Sat./Sun) PTSC Judged Event at Greenwoodôs Hubbard Chevrolet, Hubbard, Ohio 

   *Coordinators:  Bill Bryan/Ken Jelley 

 

December 8 (Sun.) Annual Holiday Banquet/Membership Meeting at Rizzoôs Malabar Inn, Crabtree, Pa. 

   Coordinator: Don Geary (Note: this is a date change from the previous Calendar!) 

 

Note: Dates/Events are subject to change at the discretion of the BOD. 

 

  

mailto:cirilli@zoominternet.net
mailto:jjppat@breezeline.net
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Annual Spring Mini Meet/Judging School at 

{ǘŀƘƭΩǎ !ƭƭ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊ !ǳǘƻ 2024 

Write up & photos:  Jimmy Patitucci 

The morning started off a little shaky weather wise 

up in Bedford. It was really foggy and very cool to 

start and complete the operations on the two 

/ƻǊǾŜǘǘŜǎ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘΦ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƎ ƛƴ 

one of the photos. However, before we finished the 

sun came out and the temperature rose up into the 

улΩǎΦ  As everyone knows, or should know we use 

this event each year as a small group mini meet with 

only two cars. Bill Bryan divided up the 15 members 

in attendance into two smaller groups.  He led a 

group and went over Chassis and Exterior judging 

procedures.  I led the second group in Interior and 

Mechanical judging procedures.  We try to provide a 

relaxed learning environment for those less 

experienced with the judging process.  Allowing for 

plenty of opportunity to ask questions and share 

knowledge.  There is always something to learn, no 

ƳŀǘǘŜǊ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ƧǳŘƎƛƴƎ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ 

the years.  At least I find this to be true. We had two 

really beautiful 1963 Split Window Fuel Injection 

Corvettes to judge. A Silver Blue owned by Dylan and 

a Tuxedo Black owned by Scott Cornish. After all the 

judging both cars earned a Top Flight .After lunch Bill 

ƘŜƭŘ ǘƘŜ ƧǳŘƎƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƧǳŘƎƛƴƎέ 

ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ IŜ ǳǎŜŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ 5ȅƭŀƴΩǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ /ƻǊǾŜǘǘŜǎΣ ŀ 

nice Black 67 small block convertible as an aide. He 

ǿŜƴǘ ǊƛƎƘǘ Řƻǿƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƛǘŜƳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ωст WǳŘƎƛƴƎ 

Scoring Sheet and explained each in detail, and 

explained how and when to take deductions if 

necessary. All-in-all I think that everyone had a good 

time, and hopefully gained some valuable judging 

knowledge in the process. We did have  a few 

members drive their Corvettes and you can see 

those cars in the photos. Special thanks to Dylan & 

family for hosting us and providing the pizza and 

refreshments for lunch. Thank you, Mike Bucheit for 

bringing the coffee/coffee makers and all the 

condiments to go with it!!!!Thanks to our judging 

chairman, Bill Bryan for once again organizing the 

event. (5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ƘŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƻǇŜƴ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ 

suggestions you may have for topics to be discussed 

at future events. Just give him a call.)More 

importantly thanks to the owners for registering 

their cars and to all who attended. 

JP 

 

A foggy cool start to the day during OPS judging.

 

5ȅƭŀƴΩǎ {ƛƭǾŜǊ .ƭǳŜ мфсо  FI Coupe

 

{ŎƻǘǘΩǎ Tuxedo Black 1963 FI Coupe
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Jim & Bill at Registration/Tabulation

 

Barry checking out the Fuel Injection

 

 

.ƛƭƭΩǎ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ WǳŘƎƛƴƎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŎŀǇǘƛǾŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜΗ

 
Bill presenting!

 

Congrats Scott! Top Flight Awarded Congrats Dylan! Top Flight Awarded
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Bill & I presenting Dylan the PTSC Appreciation Plaque!

 

Corvettes Driven to the Event  

5ŀǾŜ YƛǘŎƘΩǎ /у

 

(814)285-1779

 

Bob /ƛǊƛƭƭƛΩǎ hǊŀƴƎŜ /у ϧ /ƘǊƛǎ aŀƘŀƴŜΩs Black Coupe

 

.ŜǊƴƛŜ CŜŘŀƪΩǎ нлнп ½лс
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Membership News:  

By: Judy Geary, Membership Chairman  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As of our June meeting we have 126  

members. With two new members pending.  

Please welcome our newest members:  

Larry Boyer #65128  

162 Sycamore Drive  

Pittsburgh, Pa. 15235 - 1964  

Phone : 412 - 559 - 0611  

Email: boyerlk@aol.com  

 

Lewis Gainfort  

210 Magee Ave. Box 490  

Jeanette, Pa. 15644  

Phone: 724 -523 -8800  

Email: lew@lrgcorp.net  

 

Dana Smith  

429 Mt. Thor Road  

Greensburg, Pa. 15601  

Phone: 203 - 751 - 2876  

Email: x52131e2@hotmail.com  

 

 

Chapter dues are $20.00 

and renewed each June 1 st. 

Make checks payable to: 

Pittsburgh Tri State 

Chapter, NCRS. Mail to: 

Judy Geary 117 Caldwell 

Drive, Jeanette, Pa. 

154644. Dues can also be 

paid using PayPal.  Keep 

in mind : You must be an 

active paid -up member of 

the NCRS, Inc. to qualify 

for chapter membership. 

Please include your NCRS 

number when joining or 

renewing your chapter 

membership. Also make 

sure you update your 

email address with us and 

the National NCRS so you 

can continue to receive  

important emails and  the 

Newsletter!  

 

  

mailto:boyerlk@aol.com
mailto:lew@lrgcorp.net
mailto:x52131e2@hotmail.com
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Spring Road Tour to LaSalle Engine Shop  

Write up: Don Geary/Photos: Jimmy Patitucci  

 

We started the road trip in brilliant sunshine and 70 degrees, on 

route 30 in Greensburg.  By the time we reached the summit of 

Laurel Mountain it was foggy and cool. Our road tour at this point 

included four generations of corvettes, a 1954, a 1973, a 2017 and 

a 2023.  The C1 was a convertible with the top down and at 50 

mph and 59 degrees it was COLD.  The fog gradually cleared and 

we made our way along the Lincoln Highway through historic 

Bedford, past the site of the old ship hotel on top of Allegheny 

Mountain at Grand View Point, past Shawnee State Park and on to 

Breezewood.  It was a comfortable smooth ride except for Barney 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфрп ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƭŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŜ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ [ŀǎŀƭƭŜΩǎΦ 

²Ŝ ƳŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀǘ [ŀǎŀƭƭŜΩǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀ /у ŀƴŘ ŀ 

Ferrari. So, we had 4 generations of corvettes, a Ferrari and a total 

of 12 members and guests.  Chuck Lasalle and his wife met us 

outside and marveled at the cars in his parking lot.  The Ferrari 

ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭȅ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ /уΩǎΦ 

Chuck gave us the grand tour of his shop including his dyno 

machine and all of the specialty machines for repairing and 

building all kinds of engines from 4 cyl to huge diesel truck and 

tractor engines.  Chuck specializes in racing engines for short track 

oval racing and related his experiences in racing himself with a lot 

of the NASCAR early racers.  Chuck employs 10 full time engine 

ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎΦ 

After the tour we went to a local fire hall where they were having 

a car cruise with a live band and all kinds of homemade food.  

What a great opportunity to join the show, eat some good food 

and support the local Breezewood fire department.  We even met 

the mayor of Breezewood. 

hƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘǊƛǇΣ .ŀǊƴŜȅ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ Ωрп ǘƻǇ ǳǇΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ŀǘ 

the Flight 93 Rose Garden.  The garden is a 50- acre park across RT 

30 from the entrance to Flight 93. It was presented originally by 

some of the families of the victims.  It features hundreds of roses 

and multiple benches for reflecting around a central fountain and 

pool.  This is a nice quiet park for all to reflect and enjoy nature. 

There is a short hiking trail where you can view a couple pieces of 

the plane itself under a cross in the field. The park is privately 

funded and maintained by volunteers and open to the public. 

Once again, we had a great time enjoying our cars and the 

fellowship of members and guests. A big thank you goes out to 

Mike Bucheit who organized this trip.   

 

 

Chuck (L) talking to the group about what they do!
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More photos from the tour on the next page 

Chuck explaining the Dyno to Barney 
Inside the Dyno control booth 

He rebuilds boat engines too! John & Bill looking on!

 

 

 

Presenting Chuck with our PTSC Appreciation Plaque 

and Gift 

Mike Bucheit - Chuck LaSalle & Me ! 
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Corvettes Driven on the touré 

Can you spot the Ferrari  in the line below ? 

 

 

 

(L) Reflecting pool & fountain with names of 

crash victims on the circle of stones. The 

ǊƻǎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ƛƴ ōƭƻƻƳ ȅŜǘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŀȅΗ 
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RPM Technically Speaking,  

The Two Thousand Dollar Freeze Plug  (Revisited)!  
Article submitted for inclusion by Michael Bucheit #41580 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                   Continued on next pageé 

A few years ago, my wife and I bought a 1954 

Corvette. 

Someone had either kept it up or due to a 

heating problem (that we were soon to 

ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊύ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƳǳŎƘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎŀǊ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ 

fairly good shape although many replacements 

had been made over the years with incorrect 

parts.  The next few years a lot of time, money 

and headaches went into educating myself 

about the early Corvettes and trying to track 

down what was correct for my car.  The one 

problem ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ L Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŀ 

handle on was the overheating.  I could drive 

the car for about fifteen minutes before it 

would get hot and eventually boil over it was a 

warm day.  On a cool day it would get to just 

under boiling and stay there unless I had to 

idle, then it would start to lose the coolant 

ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ǘƻ 

sustain that precarious temperature and it 

would boil over. 

I tried everything. I had the radiator rotted 

out.  I changed all the coolant hoses.  I rebuilt 

the water pump.  I had the head boiled out 

and magged for cracks.  The valve timing was 

checked and rechecked.  I replaced the fan 

belt, thermostat, radiator cap, and head 

gasket.  

Finally, I had exhausted my capabilities and 

decided it was time to consult the 

professionals.  I drove to the Chevy dealer in 

hopes they would succeed where I had failed.  

They were very confident and told me I could 

pick the car up in a week.   

 

 

Friday rolled around, I called and was told 

they would need the car for another week.  

Another phone call, another week, etc.  Six 

weeks later I picked up the car.  On the way 

home, the call boiled over.  I was fit to be 

tied.  Back to the Chevy dealer I went. 

Another week went by and even though I 

told the dealer I put a new head gasket on 

the car, they said it needed one. They 

proceeded to pull the engine apart and 

found I was right.  At this point it was 

ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ŦƛȄ ǘƘŜ 

problem any more than I did.  They were just 

guessing at my expense.  So, after persuading 

the service manager that a few minor 

adjustments to the bill were in order we took 

the car home.  

¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘƛƴƎ L ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ŘƻƴŜ ȅŜǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ Ǉǳƭƭ 

the engine block out to see if there could 

possibly be something clogging it.  In the 

process of taking the water pump adapter off 

I noticed that the block had three openings in 

the front of it.  Two holes, which are about 

the size of quarters and are horizontal to 

each other and a third a little larger than a 

silver dollar centered below.  

Upon close examination of the holes and the 

gasket configuration I could not understand 

how the water pump could pump any water 

through the engine.  The two top holes were 

open with a freeze plug in the third opening.  
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The gasket and adapter plate covered the two top 

holes and left the third hole(with freeze plug in it) 

exposed when bolted up.  This only left a small BB 

sized plate.  The freeze plug looked like it had been 

there forever.  Now I was left with the dilemma of 

whether or not the freeze plug should be there. I had 

never rebuilt one of these engines before so I needed 

to get some expert help. 

L ƘŀŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ b/w{ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴyone 

with more knowledge of the differences between the 

Corvette and the regular Chevy engines. Half a dozen 

ƭƻƴƎ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ L ǿŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ  wƻȅ .ǊŀŀǘȊΩǎ 

phone number.  I called Roy, explained my 

predicament and asked if he had any experience with 

the water pump adapter plate on the six cylinders.  

Luck had finally come my way as he said he had just 

had his pump and adapter off his car.  He could 

ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŦǊŜŜȊŜ ǇƭǳƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ 

his engine, that it should not have one, and told me to 

remove it. 

I popped the freeze plug out and put the engine back 

ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ ¢ƻ Ƴȅ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƎŜǘ ŎƭƻǎŜ 

to getting hot now. We reasoned that someone had 

mistakenly put the plug in the bottom hole thinking 

that it was to be used for a (passenger) car instead of 

the (Corvette).  The passenger car only uses the two 

top holes as water passages.  The Corvette uses the 

adapter plate to lower the water pump and block off 

the two top holes in the lower lined car.  

Although this plug has cost me thousands of dollars 

and countless hours, I should be glad the plug was put 

in.  Everyone that owned this car had a heating 

problem with it. It may not have been for sale fi it 

ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ƻǿƴŜǊǎΦ  I was 

fortunate enough to be the owner that was able to 

ǎƻƭǾŜ ƛǘΦ  LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜŜȊŜ ǇƭǳƎ ǇƭŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ 

save it for a souvenir for my wife to wear to the next 

meet. She agrees, but only if its gold plated. 

Hopefully this article will save someone else from 

going through the trouble and expense I have. 

By: Emory Molchan, WA. 

 

 

  

άReason for revisiting the older article and why I 

ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǘƻŘŀȅΚέ 

άI had the same problem with the engine from my 

b/w{ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ .ŀǊƴŜȅΩǎ рп /ƻǊǾŜǘǘŜΦ 

The engine builder, unfamiliar with the Corvette 

6-cylinder Blue Flame Engine, installed a Freeze 

Plug behind the water pump adapter and then he 

installed the water pump.  

The engine quickly heated up and caused the 

block to crack. 

LaSalle Engines discovered the problem with the 

Freeze Plug and quickly realized that antifreeze 

could not flow into the engine. 

LaSalle Engines stitched the crack and everything 

is now working perfectly. 

Non- Corvette 6-cylinder engines had a different 

water pump configuration.  

Conclusion: Just like the original article author 

ƴƻǘŜŘΧ άI hope this tech article revisit helps save 

other owners/restorers from going through this 

ǎŀƳŜ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜΣ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘŜŘ {¢w9{{Ηέ 

Mike  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: We visited LaSalle Engine shop in 

Breezewood, P. in May. See article and photos on 

previous pages 8-10 
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From the NCRS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                   NCRS Specific Club Area Reminder: Bill Sangrey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NCRS will celebrate its 50 th  anniversary at the 2024 Convention in Hampton Roads and we are planning some very 

special events to honor this milestone, including reflections on our long history from surviving founding 

members. A very special welcome reception is being planned, more details to come later, along with other 

surprises and activities. A special 50th anniversary remembrance will be g iven to all registrants. DonɅt miss this 

milestone event, registration opens February 1 st . 

A city with an old soul and a youthful enthusiasm. A Coastal Virginia vacation destination with fascinating sites to 

see and interesting things to do. A convention city with flexible facilities and a confident, can -do attitude. Situated 

in the middle of the Hampton Roads region and the heart of the Mid -Atlantic, Hampton welcomes vacationers and 

meeting attendees alike with charming hospitality, multifacete d attractions and activities and an atmosphere of 

discovery.  

Considering HamptonɅs coastal heritage, fresh and local isnɅt a trend. ϥtɅs a way of life. We were built on our 

connection with the sea and the local watermen and farmers who bring the freshest ingredients from the docks 

and farms to your table. From craft  breweries to incredible family - and chef ɀoperated restaurants to every fast -

food  option imaginable, youɅll never have the same meal twice. 

NCRS to Honor American Heritage Candidates and Previous Recipients at its 50th Anniversary National 

Convention in 2024  

All current owners of Corvettes that previously received the prestigious NCRS American Heritage Award and 

candidates for that award in 2024 are invited to be part of a special display of these unique cars at the NCRS 

National Convention in August 2024. Thi s will be the 50 th  anniversary of the 1974 founding of the NCRS. All 

participants will be honored by special placement in the show hall and they will be presented with a 

commemorative plaque to memorialize this display.  

 
 

 

 
 

 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ b/w{ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎ Ŏƭǳō ŀǊŜŀ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
/ƻǊǾŜǧŜǎ ŀǘ /ŀǊƭƛǎƭŜ ǎƘƻǿ ŬŜƭŘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ƛǎ ǎǝƭƭ ƻǇŜƴΦ 
²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ƻŦ нр ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀƴǘǎ 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜǎ ǘƘŜ b/w{ Ŏƭǳō ŀǊŜŀ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǘŜƴǘ 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ /ŀǊƭƛǎƭŜ 9ǾŜƴǘǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ŦǊƻƳΣ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŎƻƴŦǳǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ 
ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƴƅƛŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 5ŜƭŀǿŀǊŜ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊΩǎ  
b/w{ DŀƭƭŜǊȅΦ Lǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǇŀǊƪ ǘƘŜƛǊ /ƻǊǾŜǧŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭƛȊŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
b/w{ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ !ƴȅƻƴŜ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ /ƻǊǾŜǧŜ ǘƻ 
/ƻǊǾŜǧŜǎ Ϫ /ŀǊƭƛǎƭŜ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ b/w{ /ƭǳō 
ŀǊŜŀ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǿ ŬŜƭŘΦ .ǳǘ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ b/w{ 
/ƭǳō ŀǊŜŀ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ мл҈ ŘƛǎŎƻǳƴǘ ŎƭƻǎŜǎ Wǳƭȅ млǘƘΦ ²Ŝ 
ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀŘŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ tƭǳǎΣ 
ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ b/w{ ƻŶŎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ 
ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭƪ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ 
.ǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŀǿƴ ŎƘŀƛǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƴǘ π ƴƻ ŎŀǊǎ 
ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƴǘΦ !ƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 
ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ .ƛƭƭ {ŀƴƎǊŜȅ ŀǘ тмтπслфπрфуоΦ  
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Our PTSC Annual Judging Event at B&D Creekside Activity Center, Latrobe, Pa.  

Write Up: Don Geary 

Photos: Jimmy Patitucci, Don Geary & Bob Stokes 

 

We held our summer annual chapter meet this past weekend at B&D Activity Center, in Latrobe, Pa. and it was a huge 

success.  As always, it was a two- day event with Ops Judging followed by a Judging school on Friday evening, then a full 

day of judging on Saturday.  Much to our surprise we had the biggest chapter judging event for our chapter in the 

history of the chapter.  Some stats:  11 Flight cars, 1 Concours car, 6 Sportsman cars, 26 Judges, 4 Tabulators and 22 

attended the Friday judging school. 

We also got 4 new chapter members from the event. 

 

In the photo above our chapter judging chairman (Maroon Cap) Bill Bryan addresses the owners and judges before  

the judging starts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

R P M The Official Newsletter of the Pittsburgh Tri-State Chapter NCRS       Page 15 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above (below left) Mike Bucheit presented ǘƘŜ ƧǳŘƎƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΦ aƛƪŜΩs  presentation focused on Lunn 

Laminates, Molded Fiberglass (MFG) pioneers of many applications for fiberglass-reinforced plastics. The most famous 

of these applications was the Chevrolet Corvette. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The welcoming committee: L-R John Kuhns, Norm 

Neffield, Jim Wainwright, Bill Bryan, Don Geary 
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The details of the meet are as 

follows: 

10 Top Flight cars:  

 
1957 Lewis Gainfort 

    

 1961 Dana Smith 

    

 1962 Duane Gomish 

 

1963 Dylan Stahl (Also furthest 

driven award). 

 

1963 John Putzier (Also furthest 

trailered car award.) 

    

 1965 Lewis Gainfort 

    

 1966 Frank Krasovic 

    

 1967 Mike Bucheit 

    

 1967 Bill Bryan 

    

 1994 John Naylor 

 

1 Second Flight - 1969 Larry Boyer 

1 Concours 427 Award:  1998 Bob 

Thompson 

6 Sportsman awards: Don Geary, Jim 

Patitucci, Mike Bucheit and John 

Kuhns (3) 
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Our Tabulators: (L-R) Sandy Stokes, Linda Neffield, Judy Geary & 

Pat Holmes

 

 

Overall, the event was amazing in the B&D Activity Center 

because it was all indoors and carpeted. The center is a huge 

building with high roof and used for dog agility training.  The 

Steelers have practiced here on occasion during spring training 

when the weather was not conducive to outdoor training.  A big 

¢I!bY ¸h¦ ƎƻŜǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ƻǿƴŜǊǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 

have a meet without you.  Also, THANKS to all the PTSC chapter 

members who judged, tabbed, got sponsors, etc., to make this 

event a success.   D on  
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WƻƘƴ YǳƘƴǎΩ ǘƘǊŜŜ {ǇƻǊǘǎƳŀƴ ŎŀǊǎΗ

 

5ƻƴ DŜŀǊȅΩǎ нлмт ½ƻсκ aȅ Ωто {ǇƻǊǘǎƳŀƴ /ŀǊǎ

 

 

B&D Creekside Activity Center  

501 Avenue B Latrobe, Pa. 15650  

724 -532 -2121  

Bndcreeksideactivitycenter.com  
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   See more photos on our website and our FACEBOOK page! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sponsors, 

A very large part of any 

judging meet is being able 

to obtain sponsors to help 

cover some of  the cost of 

putting on an exemplary 

meet like this. Member, 

John Kuhns was able to 

garner 8 fairly local 

sponsors at $100.00 each to 

have their banners on 

display. Iôve decided to 

include them in the 

following pages.  

Thank you, John & 

Sponsors!  

 

Thank you Darlene!
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