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RestorationéP reservation & M otoring Fun!  

 

 

/ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜΥ 

   LǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴȅ ǘǿƻ- year term serving as 

Chairman is up at the end of this month.  It has 

certainly been a pleasure.  We have so many great 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ LΩǾŜ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 

talking with many of you at all our events. 

     We had a great calendar of events in 2024 that included tech seminars, 

judging schools, judging meets, road tours and social events such as our 

annual picnic and holiday banquet. 

   The board is currently putting the finishing touches on our events for 2025.  

Most of which are published later in this newsletter, and on our website. 

   I am happy to report that our chapter is going strong. We currently have 

121 members and had 14 new members join this year. We remain a Top 

Flight Chapter, and have been one since the NCRS Top Flight Program began 

20 years ago! 

   hǳǊ ƴŜǿ ά/ƘŀƛǊǿƻƳŀƴέ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ .ǊƻƻƪŜ aŀŘŜƛǊŀΦ {ƘŜ ƛǎ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǾŜǊȅ 

enthusiastic about taking on her new role, and she will be the first lady to 

serve in this position. I hope everyone offers her the same support and 

encouragement that was offered to me.  LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǎƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ Ƨƻō 

leading the chapter for the next two years. 

   Other new board positions are:  Mike Bucheit as Vice-Chairman, Mark 

Madeira as Treasurer, replacing long time Treasurer, Norm Neffield and Dana 

Smith as Secretary, replacing Jim Wainwright.  All the other board positions 

will remain the same for at least the next two years, and will be officially 

appointed by Brooke at our January meeting.  I want to personally thank 

these new volunteers for stepping up to fill these important positions and 

wish them well. 

   Let me remind everyone that our board meetings are open to all members, 

and I encourage you to attend them so that we may get to know you. 

IƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ǘƻ ǎǘŜǇ ǳǇ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇΦ 

   Finally, I want to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and have a safe, 

healthy and happy new year!!! See you in 2025! 

Sincerely yours,  JP 

 
 

 

 

https://ncrspitt.com/
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2025 Officers & Chairpersons  

  

 Chairman ï Brooke Madeira 724-875-4903 

brooke@mirrockcorvette.com 

Vice Chair man- Michael Bucheit 724-423-3080 

mbucheit@wpa.com 

Treasurer ï Mark Madeira 724-717-2330 

mark@mirrockcorvette.com 

Secretary ï Dana Smith 203-751-2876 

x52131e2@hotmail.com 

Judging Chairman - Bill Bryan  

814-931-9101   crosskeystv@yahoo.com 

Membership - Judy Geary  

724-757-6221 gearyjt@comcast.net 

Inside Coordinator - John Jeffries   

724-443-6982 jjeffries@zoominternet.net 

Outside Coordinator ï Bob Stokes 412-600-7727 

robert.stokes@verizon.net 

Newsletter Editor ï Jimmy Patitucci  

724-737-6396 jjppat@breezeline.net  

Youth/Family Program Coordinator  -Dave 

Kitch 724-433-4151 dmkitch@comcast.net 

Historian - Barry Holmes     

724-468-6609 drbarry57@comcast.net 

Board Members at Large 

Jimmy Patitucci 724-737-6396 

jjppat@breezeline.net 

Don Geary 724-875-7749 dlgeary@comcast.net 

Dave Kitch 724-433-4151dmkitch@comcast.net 

Webmaster-Don Geary 724-875-7749  

dlgeary@comcast.net 

 

 

 

 

WǳŘƎƛƴƎ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜΥ Bill Bryan 

   I hope everyone had a really nice, healthy and 

sǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ нлнпΦ  LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ōȅ ǿƛǎƘƛƴƎ 

everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New  

Year. 

   Speaking of the new year it will be here in just a couple weeks. 

Take the time to review our 2025 Schedule of Events later on in  this 

newsletter. We have judging schools, flight judged events and technical 

sessions planned for you again this year. I urge you as members to try to 

attend as many of these as possible. The board puts a lot of effort in 

scheduling, planning and organizing them. 

   Our first event of the new year will be at WƻƘƴ YǳƘƴΩǎ DŀǊŀƎŜΦ aŀǊƪ 

Madeira will give a technical presentation on the C4 engine/drivetrain 

ǇƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ hƴŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳƛǎǎΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ƭǳƴŎƘ aƛƪŜ .ǳŎƘŜƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ 

have a very informative one-point judging school on numbers matching. 

   bŜȄǘ ǳǇ ƛƴ !ǇǊƛƭΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǳǊ ƧǳŘƎŜǎΩ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴƛƴƛ 

meet, judging just two cars. I plan to have experienced judges on hand to 

teach those judges new to the hobby. This one is also a favorite to 

everyone who attends each year. It will be held at All Collector Autos in 

.ŜŘŦƻǊŘΦ !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƻƴŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳƛǎǎΦ 

   CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ L ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǊŜǎǘƻǊƛƴƎ Ƴȅ Ωст ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ƴƻǿ LΩƳ ǊŜǎǘƻǊƛƴƎ ŀ 

Ωсо ŎƻǳǇŜΦ IƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛǘ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ LΩƳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀōƭŜΦ [ƻǘǎ ƻŦ 

work, but I still enjoy doing it.  Better than sitting on a chair watching TV. 

LΩǾŜ ŀǘǘŀŎƘŜŘ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ōŜƭƻǿ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊƛǇǇƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ {ƻ ŦŀǊΣ 

ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ ŀƴȅ ǎƛƎƴǎ ƻŦ ōƻŘȅ ŘŀƳŀƎŜΦ ²ƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƘƛƴƎΗ 

Have a great holiday season & see you all in the Spring!  Bill  
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ANNUAL JUDGING MEET AT GREENWOODõS HUBBARD CHEVROLET,  

HUBBARD, OHIO  

Write up: Jimmy Patitucci Photos: Don Geary & Jimmy Patitucci  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

òWhere do all these great cars keep coming from? ó 

It  was  late October so that mean t  it was  time once again for our chapterõs annual judged meet at 

Greenwoodõs Hubbard Chevrolet in Hubbard Ohio. We couldnõt have asked  for a more beautiful fall 

weekend. The fall foliage was at its peak and the leaves were just bursting with all the ir  vibrant fall colors.  

Once again, we had a really nice selection of awesome Corvettes to judge from each generation. Thanks to 

Ken Jelley, Steve Rotunno and the rest of the members from the Shenango Valley Corvette Club.  

Every year I keep asking myself, òWhere do all these great cars keep coming from?ó 

We had 9 flight cars, 1 Concours and 5 Sportsman displays registered.   

The dealership, opens its doors to us for the weekend and we have the entire showroom and conference room 

at our disposal. All the flight cars are able to be housed inside the showroom for judging. Steve also provides 

a great lunch for everyone on Sunday, this year it was delicious fried chicken, mashed potatoes, perogies, 

Italian sausage, bread and butter.  

We held a brief PTSC board meeting on Saturday afternoon, followed by Operations judging and the judging 

school.  Bob Stokes held the judging school.  The focus of his presentation was to review the NCRS Standard 

Deductions.  Something very much needed by everyone, especially on the eve of flight judging the next day. 

He spent time on batteries, tires and headlamps. Handouts were provided and Bob reminded everyone to 

bring them and put them to good use on Sunday.  

Following the judging school, we all traveled down the road to the òWhite Roseó Italian restaurant for our 

annual dinner get together paid for by the chapter.  This has become a highlight for this event every year.  

The owner, staff and food were fantastic!  

Our chapter would like to thank Steve and the dealership for their hospitality as hosts. Ken Jelley for 

coordinating the event along with our judging chairman Bill Bryan. Bill needs a special thank you for all 

his hard work organizing a meet like this, esp ecially trying to assign all the judging teams, to make things 

run as smooth as they do. We certainly canõt forget to thank  our Tabulators , under the direction of Judy 

Geary.  They have the most important job at every meet. This yearõs team was: Judy Geary, Sandi Stokes, 

N.Robin Howard -Arduini and Chris Shaffer.  

Finally, thank you to all the Corvette owners who brought out their cars to be judged. Without them we 

wouldnõt have a meet! 

It is our goal as a chapter to try to make sure these meets are fun and enjoyable to everyone who attends.  

Most importantly we hope that the owners learn a lot about their cars and the NCRS judging process.  It 

was obvious to me that we certainly achieved  our goal once again this year at Hubbard.  

Hope you enjoy the event photos!    On the following pages!    JP 
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±ƛŎ /ǳōŜƭƭƛǎ Ψǎ нллп ¢ƻǇ CƭƛƎƘǘ

 

Me handing Vic his Top Flight Ribbon!

 

.ƛƭƭ .ǊȅŀƴΩǎ мфст ¢ƻǇ CƭƛƎƘǘ

 

tŜǘŜ {ƳŜǊŜŎƘŀƴǎƪȅΩǎ  мффу ¢ƻǇ CƭƛƎƘǘ

 

Presenting Bill with his Blue Ribbon

 

Presenting Pete with his Blue Ribbon !  
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¢ƻƳ .ŜƭƭΩǎ мфтс ¢ƻǇ CƭƛƎƘǘ

 

Presenting Tom his Blue Ribbon!

 

WƻƘƴ /ŀƳƻŘŜŎŀΩǎ мфсф ¢ƻǇ CƭƛƎƘǘ

 

John wƻƎŜǊΩǎ мфсп ¢ƻǇ CƭƛƎƘǘ

 

 Presenting John with his Blue Ribbon

 

Presenting John with his Blue Ribbon 
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5ȅƭŀƴ {ǘŀƘƭΩǎ Ωсо ϧ Ωср ¢ƻǇ CƭƛƎƘǘǎ

 

 Presenting Dylan with his Ribbons !

 

aƛŎƘŀŜƭ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ мфсс /ƻƴŎƻǳǊǎ пнт aƻŘƛŦƛŜŘ !ǿŀǊŘ

 

Presenting Michael with his Ribbon

 

CǊŀƴƪ tŜƭƭȅΩǎ мфср ¢ƻǇ CƭƛƎƘǘ

 

Presenting Frank with his Blue Ribbon
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¢ƻǇ CƭƛƎƘǘ !ǿŀǊŘ ²ƛƴƴŜǊǎΧ/ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭΗ

 

YŜƴ WŜƭƭŜȅΩǎ мфрт Sportsman Display

 

CǊŀƴƪ tŜƭƭȅΩǎ мфтп {ǇƻǊǘǎƳŀƴ 5ƛǎǇƭŀȅ

 

5ǳŀƴŜ DƻƳƛǎƘΩǎ мфст {ǇƻǊǘǎƳŀƴ 5ƛǎǇƭŀȅ

 

YŀǘƘȅ ²ŜōōŜǊΩǎ нлно {ǇƻǊǘǎƳŀƴ 5ƛǎǇƭŀȅ
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Official Results as reported by: Judging 

Chairman Bill Bryan 

1963 Corvette Owner: Dylan Stahl 

Top Flight & Longest Trailered 

1964 Corvette Owner: John Rogers  

Top Flight & Longest Driven 

1965 Corvette Owner: Frank Pelly 

Top Flight 

1965 Corvette Owner: Dylan Stahl 

Top Flight 

1967 Corvette Owner: Bill Bryan 

Top Flight 

1969 Corvette Owner: John Camodeca 

Top Flight 

1976 Corvette Owner: Tom Bell 

Top Flight 

1998 Corvette Owner: Pete Smerechansky  

Top Flight 

2004 Corvette Owner: Vic Cubellis 

Top Flight 

Concours 

1966 Corvette Owner: Michael Wilson 

427 Modified Award 

Sportsman Class 

1957 Corvette Owner: Ken Jelley 

1967 Corvette Owner: Duane Gomish 

1971 Corvette Owner: Dennis Webber 

1974 Corvette Owner: Frank Pelly 

2023 Corvette Owner: Kathy Webber 

 

5Ŝƴƴƛǎ ²ŜōōŜǊΩǎ мфтм [¢м {ǇƻǊǘǎƳŀƴ 5ƛǎǇƭŀȅ

 The Sportsman Display Award Winners -Congratulations

 

The Tabulators: (N.Robin Howard-Arduini,Judy Geary, Chris 

{ƘŀŦŦŜǊ ϧ {ŀƴŘȅ {ǘƻƪŜǎύΧ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ƭŀŘƛŜǎΗ

 

Bill & I presenting Steve Rotunno with our Chapter 

ά!ǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ !ǿŀǊŘέ tƭŀǉǳŜΧ
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òPresenting Michael Bucheit with our Chapter òAppreciation Awardó Plaque 

for his outstanding planning /organizing  of our Fall Road Tour to  

Bradford, Pa.  Tom Bell  is also presenting him with a photo print of our 

Corvettes on the road tour. Tomõs wife Kathy made the painting & prints  

from my photos  and gave one to everyone who went on the tour.ó 

Me, Tom Bell (holding print), & Mike Bucheit

 

òThank you so much Kathy, what 

a nice keepsake from the event! 

Your talent is amazing!ó JP 

Bob Stokes presented the Judging School on Saturday afternoon. He primarily focused on the NCRS Standard 

Deductions. Something everyone needed refreshed on before the judging started on Sunday! 

 

Bob, and his captive audience!
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Please welcome our newest members!  

1. Adam Beck  

    308 Red Oak Lane  

     Pittsburgh, Pa. 15241  

     724 - 914 -9946  

     abeckd@gmail.com  

    Toys: 1966 Convertible  

2.  Andrew & Stephanie Sue Fetzko  

      822 Windom St.  

      Pittsburgh, Pa. 15203  

      412 - 638 - 4468  

       andrewfetzko@gmail.com  

      Toys: 1958  

 

3.  Duane Gomish  

     1726 Duman Road  

     Ebensburg, Pa. 15931  

     814 - 948 -7141  

     gomish@verizon.net  

     Toys: 1962, 1967 Coupe  

 

4.  John Rogers  

     1211 Steenrod, Ave.  

     Wheeling, West Virginia 26003  

     304 - 218 -5154  

     Unclejohn48@juno.com  

     Toys: 1964 Coupe  

 

 

                                     Membership News: Judy Geary 

                        ñAs of our December meeting we have 121 members.ò 

  

Attention Members: 

άLŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΣ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƘƻƴŜ 

numbers, email address or Corvettes since last year 

ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ ƳŜ !{!tΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ it to 

update the 2025 Membership Directory. Also, keep in 

mind that you MUST update your National NCRS 

ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ ά 

Judy Geary: 724-757-6221 gearyjt@comcast.net 

 

Chapter dues are $20.00 and renewed each 

June 1 st. Make checks payable to: Pittsburgh 

Tri State Chapter, NCRS. Mail to: Judy Geary 

117 Caldwell Drive, Jeanette, Pa. 154644. Dues 

can also be paid using PayPal.  See our website 

for the link. www.ncrspitt.com  

 Keep in mind : You must be an active paid -

up member of the NCRS, Inc. to qualify for 

chapter membership. Please include your 

NCRS number when joining or renewing your 

chapter membership.  Also make sure you 

update your email address with us and the 

National NCRS so you can continue to receive  

important emails and  the Newsletter!  

 

The Pittsburgh Tri-State Chapter of NCRS was founded in 

August 1990.  Meetings are held on the second Thursday of 

each month at designated and published times and locations.  

All members are welcome to attend the board meetings.  In 

2025 the board meetings will be held at the Lamplighter 

Restaurant in Delmont, Pa. at 6:30 pm. 

 

 

mailto:abeckd@gmail.com
mailto:andrewfetzko@gmail.com
mailto:gomish@verizon.net
mailto:Unclejohn48@juno.com
mailto:gearyjt@comcast.net
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RPM Technically Speaking:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Story of Lunn Laminates : ñThey built the first 1000 

Corvette bodies!ò 

Submitted by Michael Bucheit #41580 

Background: 

Founded in 1948, Molded Fiberglass (MFG) 

pioneered many applications for fiberglass-

reinforced plastics.  The most famous of these 

applications was the Chevrolet Corvette. 

The story: 

MFG celebrated its 50th year in 1998 and decided 

to acquire one of these Icons of American 

Automotive Culture.  A thorough search was 

initiated and lasted many months resulting in the 

final selection of  1954 Corvette with serial 

number 2635.  It was located in Latrobe, Pa. 

Today, this 1954 Corvette is housed in the MFG 

Museum in Ashtabula, Ohio. 

Now for the interesting part of this story! ItΩs not 

that MFG searched for and purchased a fully 

restored 1954 Corvette from Mike Bucheit 

(Latrobe, Pa. and an NCRS member and  member 

of the Pittsburgh Tri-State Chapter NCRS), but 

why was the Corvette a 1954 and not a 1953? 

²ƘŜƴ aƛƪŜ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ωрп 

Corvette to MFG, Mike had the opportunity to 

meet Robert Morrison, the founder of MFG and 

his son Richard Morrison, the CEO of all MFG 

Companies and to ask the question-why not a 

1953 Corvette? 

It appears that on March 3, 1953 LUNN 

LAMINATES submitted a bid to Chevrolet Division 

with respect to the manufacturer of plastic 

bodies for the Chevrolet Corvette.  LUNN 

LAMINATES specialized in the manufacture of 

reinforced plastic parts by the bag-molding 

process while MFG Body Company manufactured 

parts by the matched metal die process and was 

not equipped for bag molding. 

 

LUNN LAMINATES had previously molded the 

ŦƛōŜǊƎƭŀǎǎ ōƻŘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ άwƻŎƪŜǊŦŜƭƭŜǊ ¸ŀƴƪŜŜέ 

which was displayed at the 1953 Auto Show in 

Madison Square Garden, NY.  At about the same 

time, the 1953 Corvette was being introduced at 

the GM Motorama at the Waldorf Astoria in NY.  

¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ άwƻŎƪŜǊŦŜƭƭŜǊ ¸ŀƴƪŜŜέ ǿŀǎ ǎƻƭŘ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ 

before the first 1953 Corvette was delivered.  It 

ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ άwƻŎƪŜǊŦŜƭƭŜǊ ¸ŀƴƪŜŜέ ǿŀǎ 

Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŦƛōŜǊƎƭŀǎǎ 

bodied sports car. 

LUNN LAMINATES did not receive a contract as a 

result of the bid.  Chevrolet Division awarded the 

contract for the manufacturer of plastic bodies for 

the Chevrolet Corvette to Molded Fiberglass Body 

Company on March 11, 1953.  The contract called 

for the production of parts for the initial 300 

Corvettes by the bag-molding process. 

At a later date LUNN LAMINATES received an offer 

from MFB Body Company to take on the bag-

molding portion of the Corvette program under a 

subcontract.  LUNN LAMINATES operated the 

subcontract from May 1953 until December 1, 

1953, at which time they received a prime contract 

from Chevrolet Division.  The prime contract did 

not involve any change in the character of the work 

performed by LUNN LAMINATES under the 

subcontract. 

The LUMM LAMINATES Corvette bodies were not 

made in Long Island, NY.  LUNN LAMINATES rented 

ǎǇŀŎŜ ƛƴ aCDΩǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ !ǎƘǘŀōǳƭŀΣ hI ŦƻǊ ŀ 

ǎƘƻǊǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ aCD ƎŜǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ άŎǊǳƴŎƘέ ƻŦ 

getting 300 sets of hand laid parts made until the 

molds were finished for the same press-molded 

parts for the 1954 Corvette. 

(article continued on next pageύΧ 
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Mr. Morrison indicated during his conversation 

with Mike Bucheit, that LUNN LAMINATES 

actually produced approximately 1000 Corvette 

bodies using the bag-molding process. The first 

300 bodies were used for the 1953 Corvette and 

the rest were used for the 1954 Corvettes.  The 

ŜŀǊƭȅ Ωрп /ƻǊǾŜǘǘŜǎ Řƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ωро ōƻŘƛŜǎΣ ǊƻǳƎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ 

ŦƛōŜǊƎƭŀǎǎ Ƴŀǘ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǊ Ωрп /ƻǊǾŜǘǘŜǎ 

(after serial number 700) had a much smoother 

finish because the manufacturing process had 

changed from the bag-molding process to the 

matched metal die process. 

Conclusion: 

ά{ƻΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ [¦bb 

LAMINATES, the production of the 1953 Corvette 

bodies and why MFG purchased a 1954 Corvette 

for their museum. L ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ 

reading this and found it to be both interesting 

and informational as it relates to the very first 

Corvette bodiesέΧΧMike Bucheit 

****************************************  

Note from the RPM editor: 

ñMike did a presentation on this for our 

PTSC judging/technical school at our annual 

judging meet at B&D Creekside Activity 

Center, Latrobe, Pa. on June 7, 2024. No part 

of this  technical article may be copied 

without the permission of the author, RPM 

editor and the Pittsburgh Tri-State Chapter 

NCRS.ò 

Jimmy Patitucci, Editor  

 

www.inventorpat.com/yankee.htm

 

The 1954 Corvette

 

Mike presenting on Lunn Laminates at B&D in June

 

If you have a technical article either informational or  

one dealing with some restoration/maintenance project 

ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ /ƻǊǾŜǘǘŜ Ǉƭease send 

it to me for inclusion in a future edition of the RPM! 
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RPM Feature Article:   

 

 

     Every now and then you fall in love with a car brand, style, or color. In 1964, I was in high 

school and working at a small garage in Cleveland, Ohio. Getting around wasnôt a problem 

because I was driving a ó55 Chevy with rusted out panels, mostly bald tires and a patchwork of 

spray can color. What can I say, I had a job and a car! 

    One day, I went to work after school and in the parking, lot sat a red ó59 Corvette. The boss 

said itôs here for a new engine because the owner broke the one in the car. So, within the next 

week we installed a brand-new short block engine in it. The only stipulation from the owner 

was that when we delivered it back to him the engine had to be ñbroke inò. Back then this was a 

requirement before doing any full throttle racing or high-speed driving. 

  Well, the boss said to me ñHow would you like to take this home with you, drive it for the 

weekend and put about 500 miles on itò?  What could I say? Wow, was I in heaven!  Boy did I 

put the miles on it, visiting friends, cruising the streets, and hitting all the drive-ins, diners and 

dives.  

   Today itôs difficult to recall many details about the car except it had a four-barrel carb and 

was red with white coves. So went my first experience with Corvettes.  

    Fast forward to 1976.  At a Corvette junkyard outside of Mesquite, Texas. I was still a 

gearhead at heart and needed a project. There it was, just like when Clark Griswald looks up 

and sees ñThe Griswald family Christmas treeò standing all alone in a field. A 1964 Coupe with 

air conditioning. Who cared if it had ñfender flairsò, street slicks and Pontiac bucket seats. For 

$1800 I had my project and I owned my first Corvette. Did I mention the Thrush side pipes, and  

it was in primer too! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñNow and Then ò 

By: Norm Neffield #2799  
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     I knew about the NCRS in 1977, but C2ôs were not within their judging scope until 1983. I did 

my best restoring the car based on information from magazines, friends and close examination of 

other Corvettes of the same year. The restoration was truly a labor of love and when I received my 

first top flight award, I was quite pleased. 

     Fast forward again to 2019 and ñNow and Thenò soon became ñThen and Nowò, as I had become 

too old to work on and maintain the car. It was time to move on. Selling the car was easy but letting 

go of it was very difficult. Watching someone else drive away with my labor of love for 48 years 

was hard to do. A sad day to say the least! 

 

 

After restoration.

 
     Within a few weeks I was looking for something newer that required little maintenance and much more 

pleasing to drive.  

      I knew I wanted red.  I knew I wanted saddle interior. What I came up with was a 2015, Z51, Crystal 

Red Metallic with Kalahari interior. A real beauty. Wow! Again, was I one happy Corvette owner!   

     Then something unexpected happened. The gentleman who I sold the ó64 to called and wanted to know if 

I wanted it back. He knew my son had an interest in owning the car and after his wife had passed away, he 

realized he needed to downsize his car collection.  I did not hesitate an instant about taking it back, making 

sure that it will stay in the family well in to the futureé   Norm Neffield  

  Photo on the left taken in the fall 2024 in same location as photo on the right taken in the 

ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ мфуоΦ bƻǘŜΥ  ¢ƘŜ ǘǊŜŜ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ŀ ōƛǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΗ 
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2025 Pittsburgh tri -state chapter events schedule  

 

 

 

 

 

March 9th (Sunday) Technical Session/Judging School at John Kuhnôs Garage 

 Latrobe, Pa. Coordinators: John Kuhns/Bill Bryan 

April 27 th (Sunday) Annual Mini Meet/Judging School at All Collector Autos 

Bedford, Pa. Coordinators: Bill Bryan/Dylan Stahl 

May (?) TBA Spring Road Tour/ Erie, Amish Store, Fiberglass Body Panel Shop 

Coordinators: Tom Bell, Ray Shaffer 

June 6th & 7 th (Friday & Saturday)  Annual PTSC Judged Meet at B&D Creekside 

Latrobe, Pa. Coordinators: Bill Bryan/Brooke Madeira 

August 10th (Sunday) Annual PTSC Picnic/General Membership Meeting 

Indian Lake Park, North Huntingdon, Pa. 

Coordinators: Paul DiSanto/Frank Gavron 

September 20th & 21st (Sat./Sun.) Fall Road Trip (2 day) to Lancaster, Pa. 

Coordinators: Mike Bucheit/John Kuhns 

October 18th & 19th (Saturday & Sunday) Annual Judged Meet at Greenwoodôs 

Hubbard Chevrolet, Hubbard, Ohio. Coordinators: Bill Bryan/Ken Jelley 

December 7th (Sunday) Annual Holiday Banquet/Membership Meeting at  

Rizzoôs Malabar Restaurant, Crabtree, Pa. 

Coordinator: Don Geary 

*All dates subject to change at the discretion of the board. Check website for changes/updates!!! 
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NCRS News: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CǊƻƳΣ DŀǊȅ /ƘŜǎƴǳǘ όруфрύΣ bŜǿ L¢ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŦǳƴŎǝƻƴ π {ǇƻǳǎŜǎ ϧ {ƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘ hǘƘŜǊǎ /ŀƴ bƻǿ wŜŎŜƛǾŜ 
b/w{ ŜƳŀƛƭǎΦ 

 
5h bh¢ w9t[¸ ¢h ¢IL{ a9{{!D9Φ  Dh ¢h ¢I9 ¢9/IbL/![ 5L{/¦{{Lhb .h!w5 ¢h w9t[¸Η 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǘƘǊŜŀŘ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦŦƻǊǳƳǎΦƴŎǊǎΦƻǊƎκǎƘƻǿǘƘǊŜŀŘΦǇƘǇΚмопфсуπbŜǿπL¢πŜƳŀƛƭπŦǳƴŎǝƻƴπ
{ǇƻǳǎŜǎπŀƳǇπ{ƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘπhǘƘŜǊǎπ/ŀƴπbƻǿπwŜŎŜƛǾŜπb/w{πŜƳŀƛƭǎ 
 
IŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜŜƴ ǇƻǎǘŜŘΥ 
ϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝ 
tƭŜŀǎŜ ƴƻǝŦȅ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ b/w{ L¢ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘŜŘ ŀƴ b/w{ ŜƳŀƛƭ hǇǘ Lƴ ŦƻǊ 
!ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜ aŜƳōŜǊǎ ό{ǇƻǳǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ {ƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘ hǘƘŜǊǎύ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ b/w{ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ŜƳŀƛƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
tǊƛƳŀǊȅ b/w{ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ŘƻŜǎΦ 
  
¢ƻ hǇǘ LƴΣ ƻǇŜƴ ŀ b/w{ IŜƭǇ 5Ŝǎƪ ǝŎƪŜǘ ƘǧǇǎ /ΥκκǿǿǿΦƴŎǊǎΦƻǊƎκƘŜƭǇŘŜǎƪκ  ŀƴŘ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǎŀƳŜ 
b/w{ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ tǊƛƳŀǊȅ aŜƳōŜǊΦ 
 
DŀǊȅ /ƘŜǎƴǳǘ 
ΦΦΦ 
b/w{ L¢ !ŘƳƛƴ 
ϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝ 
 

NCRS Upcoming Regional & National Events Calendar 2025 

January 15-18  Florida Regional   Melbourne, Florida 

April 3-5  Carolinas Regional   Clemson University, South Carolina 

May 1-3  Arizona Regional   Glendale, Arizona 

July 16-19  Kansas City/St. Louis Regional Springfield, Missouri 

August 22-24  NCRS Gallery    Carlisle, Pennsylvania 

Sept. 7-11  NCRS National Convention  Las Vegas, Nevada 

Oct. 23-25  Texas Regional   Frisco, Texas  

2026 Events 

June 4-6  Pittsburgh Tri-State Regional  Altoona, Pennsylvania 

July 26-30  NCRS National Convention  Charleston, South Carolina 

Oct. 22-24  Texas Regional   Frisco, Texas 

*Scheduled as of the Nov.-Dec. 2024 Driveline 

https://www.forums.ncrs.org/showthread.php?134968-New-IT-email-function-Spouses-amp-Significant-Others-Can-Now-Receive-NCRS-emails
https://www.forums.ncrs.org/showthread.php?134968-New-IT-email-function-Spouses-amp-Significant-Others-Can-Now-Receive-NCRS-emails
https://www.ncrs.org/helpdesk/
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The 2024 PTSC Holiday Banquet and General Membership Meeting  

Write up: Don Geary Photos: Jimmy Patitucci  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
     ²ŜƭƭΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ w!t ΗΗΗ  ¢ƘŜ t¢{/ .ŀƴǉǳŜǘ ǿŀǎ ƻǳǊ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƻŦ нлнп ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜr 

was excellent for December and our fundraiser for TOYS-for-TOTS brought in approx. 60 toys and around $200 in cash, for a total 

value of this fundraiser to approx. $2000. We thank Dave and Bridget Kitch for taking the gifts to the distribution center. 

     ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ пл ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōǳŦŦŜǘ ŀǘ wƛȊȊƻΩǎ ǿŀǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǳǎǳŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ !ƭƳƻƴŘ ŎŀƪŜ ŦƻǊ ŘŜǎǎŜǊǘΣ 

it was a great meal.  Everybody enjoyed the friendship we have developed within our Pittsburgh Tri-State Chapter since it was 

founded in 1990.  We had our founding Chairman, Barry Holmes, in attendance tonight to make it a significant event.   

     We recognized the loss of one of our members, Larry Miller just this past month,  but after the prayer, we had a wonderful 

event.  This year was election time for 3 members of the board as per our bylaws, Vice-Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer.  The 

members elected to those positions were Mike Bucheit for Vice Chairman, Dana Smith for Secretary, and Mark Madeira for 

Treasurer.  The rest of the board will be appointed by the new Chairman, Brooke Madeira at our January board meeting. 

     Our current Chairman, Jimmy Patitucci recognized our outgoing Secretary and Treasurer, Jim Wainwright and Norm Neffield, 

respectively, for their long- term service in those positions. He also recognized two members for their work this past year with 

service pins:  Mike Bucheit for the two excellent road tours and Bill Bryan as judging chair for our three judging events and other 

technical judging schools, etc.   Jimmy noted that all board members worked very hard at keeping the list of events active yearly, 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ Ŧǳƴ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ ƻǳǊ ǇŀǎǎƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ /ƻǊǾŜǘǘŜǎΦ  LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ōǊƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƛendships 

that keep us coming back. 

Jimmy updated the group about the events planned for 2025 and they show a great variety to keep everybody coming back for 

more.  He also noted we are a Top Flight Chapter for 2024 and have been a Top Flight Chapter since the inception of the program 

in 200пΦ  ²ƻǿ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ нл ȅŜŀǊǎΦ 

Jim and Don Geary noted to keep in mind our upcoming Regional event in June 2026.  We will start the detailed planning this next 

year. 

Thanks to all who attended and hope to see more member involvement in the new year. 

Please enjoy the event photos below and on the following pages. 

Don Geary 

 

aŜ ƘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΩǎ ƎŀǾŜƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ .ǊƻƻƪŜ! Recognizing Norm (L) for his longtime service as 

Treasurer! 
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40 Members Attended: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

tŀǘ ϧ .ŀǊǊȅ IƻƭƳŜǎκ.ŀǊǊȅ ǿŀǎ ƻǳǊ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ 

Chairman and initiated the PTSC back in 1990!
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Presenting Mike Bucheit with his NCRS Service Pin!

 

Presenting Bill Bryan with his NCRS Service Pin!

 

Bridget & Dave Kitch with Toys for Tots Donations!

 

òThe PTSC Board would 

like to wish everyone a 

very Merry Christmas 

and a Safe, Healthy, 

and Happy New Year!ó 

See you all in 2025!  

 

2025 PTSC Board Members: (L-R) Bill Bryan, Don Geary, Judy Geary, Dave Kitch, Brooke Madeira, Jim Patitucci, 

Barry Holmes, Mark Madeira, Bob Stokes, Dana Smith, John Jeffries. (Note: Mike Bucheit not pictured!) 
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From the Editor: 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank 

everyone who contributed to the RPM throughout 

2024 by submitting Technical Articles, My Corvette 

Stories, and items for the RPM Classifieds section. 

Because of your continued contributions and support 

the RPM has been awarded the Golden Quill Award 

ŀƴƴǳŀƭƭȅ ǎƛƴŎŜ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ 9ŘƛǘƻǊΣ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ нлмуΦ 

So, please keep those articles and stories coming!    

JP 

 

 

 

Annual Cost for Newsletter Business Ads  

Currently  

$20.00 for a Business Card  

$40.00 for ¼ page ad  

$60.00 for ½ page ad  

$100.00 for full page ad  

Charges are due each quarter.  

Ads should be emailed to the editor 

Jimmy Patitucci at jjppat@breezeline.net  

Checks should be mailed to the 

following address:  

Box 92 McClellandtown, Pa. 15458  

 

 

NOTE: As of the deadline for this newsletter, I did not 

receive any Ads for the RPM classifieds Section! 

PTSC Embroidered Items & 2026 Regional Polo w logo! 

 

 

Items are available for sale please contact: 

Bob Stokes at: robert.stokes@verizon.net or by 

phone: (412)600-7727 

 

 

Save the Date: Pittsburgh Tri State Regional/Blair County 

Convention Center/Altoona, Pa. June 4,5,6 2026 !!!! 
 

mailto:jjppat@breezeline.net
mailto:robert.stokes@verizon.net
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