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Restoration…Preservation & Motoring Fun! 

 Editor: Jimmy Patitucci #6016 

 Chairwoman’s Message:  Brooke Madeira 

 

 

Fall has a way of sneaking up on us.  One 

minute we’re cruising through summer, 

and the next we’re wondering if we 

should’ve packed a jacket for the evening 

drive.  But that shift in seasons brings its 

own kind of excitement. 

The cooler air and those last stretches of good driving weather make every 

mile feel a little more meaningful. 

And let’s be honest: this hasn’t been an “average” year for PTSC.  Hosting 

the Altoona Regional was a major milestone, and our chapter rose to the 

occasion. We pulled off a big event with professionalism, teamwork, and a 

whole lot of heart. That momentum has carried us right into fall. 

Of course, not every event needs to be a Regional to matter.  Our road 

tours, tech sessions, and summer gatherings kept the chapter connected and 

visible, and they reminded us why these traditions work year after year: the 

people.  Whether you’ve been with PTSC for decades or just joined 

recently, your presence adds something to the mix.  And if you’re new, fall 

is one of the easiest times to jump in, meet folks, and enjoy the season. 

Our next big stop is the Hubbard, Ohio meet on October 17–18, a fall 

favorite that blends judging, socializing, and the kind of easygoing 

atmosphere that makes you glad you came.  If you haven’t attended before, 

it’s a great one to try.  It’s relaxed, friendly, and maybe the perfect excuse 

to give your Corvette one more outing before winter settles in. 

Fall also gives us a chance to look ahead.  December brings our annual 

board elections, and with a few positions opening it’s a good time to think 

about stepping a little deeper into the chapter.  You don’t need a perfect car, 

or a garage full of tools to contribute.  You just need an interest in keeping 

PTSC strong for the next generation of enthusiasts.  If you’re curious about 

getting involved, we’d love to see some new faces step forward. 

As you enjoy the last stretch of driving weather, don’t forget that every 

cruise-in, car show, or casual conversation is a chance to represent NCRS.  

A friendly chat here and a helpful comment there all reflect back on our 

chapter.  “Join for the Corvettes, stay for the people” isn’t just a slogan; it’s 

the truth of this group, and fall gives us plenty of chances to show exactly 

why it sticks. 

Thank you for your time and the enthusiasm you bring to PTSC.  I’m 

looking forward to finishing the year strong, and I hope to see you out 

there. 

 

 

 

https://ncrspitt.com/
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2026 Officers & Chairpersons 

 

 

 

 Chairwoman – Brooke Madeira 

 724-875-4903 befoor@gmail.com 

 Vice-Chairman – Michael Bucheit  

724-423-3080 mbucheit@wpa.net 

Treasurer – Mark Madeira 724-875-6130 

mark@mirrockcorvette.com 

Secretary – Dana Smith 203-751-2876 

x52131e2@hotmail.com 

Judging Chairman - Bill Bryan  

814-931-9101   crosskeystv@yahoo.com 

Membership - Judy Geary  

724-757-6221 gearyjt@comcast.net 

Inside Coordinator - John Jeffries   

724-443-6982 jjeffries@zoominternet.net 

Outside Coordinator – Bob Stokes 412-

600-7727 robert.stokes@verizon.net 

Newsletter Editor – Jimmy Patitucci 724-

737-6396 jjppat@breezeline.net  

Historian - Barry Holmes     

724-468-6609 drbarry57@comcast.net 

Board Members at Large 

Jimmy Patitucci 724-737-6396 

jjppat@breezeline.net 

Don Geary 724-875-7749 

dlgeary@comcast.net 

Webmaster-Don Geary 724-875-7749  

dlgeary@comcast.net 

 

 

Judging Chairman’s Message: Bill Bryan 

Our annual judged meet at  

Greenwood’s Hubbard Chevrolet in 

Hubbard, Ohio is next up on our events 

Calendar. 

This will be a two- day meet on October 

17th & 18th on Saturday and Sunday. 

 

It will be a five-point event if we have 10 cars registered for 

judging in either the flight or open class. Those aiming for the 

five points must judge on Saturday and Sunday. Please register 

online early, or you can mail your registration to me. Last 

minute registrations are accepted, but it's easier if you give me 

at least a week's notice. The registration form for this meet can 

be found later on in this newsletter. 

 

     The NCRS National has recently updated the Standard 

Deduction Sheets. To update everyone, I will hold a brief 

judging seminar at Hubbard on the new changes, specifically 

deductions for paint.  The NCRS National is also introducing 

new initiatives to simplify the process. Paint judging will be 

more lenient, and over-restored paint won't be penalized as 

heavily as it has been in the past. 

 Additionally,  the NCRS will offer new front license plates for 

national and regional top-flight participants,  which will be 

available for purchase online at the NCRS store. 

 

   Please remember I'm always available for judging questions 

and any other help. My number and email are listed  here on 

this page, so feel free to call anytime.  Finally, I would also 

like to thank everyone for all the support I always get on 

judging days. It makes it a lot easier for all of us.  

Hope to see many of you at Hubbard. It’s always a great 

judged event with plenty of great Corvettes. 

Thank you! Bill 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2018,2019,2020,2021,2022,2023,2024,2025

 

https://d.docs.live.net/1b42dfdf0c2c8db7/Desktop/befoor@gmail.com
mailto:mbucheit@wpa.net
mailto:mark@mirrockcorvette.com
mailto:x52131e2@hotmail.com
mailto:crosskeystv@yahoo.com
mailto:gearyjt@comcast.net
mailto:jjeffries@zoominternet.net
https://d.docs.live.net/1b42dfdf0c2c8db7/Desktop/robert.stokes@verizon.net
https://d.docs.live.net/1b42dfdf0c2c8db7/Desktop/jjppat@breezeline.net
mailto:drbarry57@comcast.net
mailto:jjppat@breezeline.net
https://d.docs.live.net/1b42dfdf0c2c8db7/Desktop/dlgeary@comcast.net
mailto:dlgeary@comcast.net
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More on the next page! 

 

PTSC at the National Convention 

Photos: Brian McIntyre, Bob Stokes & Vinnie Peters 

L-R Carol & Brian McIntyre, Sandi & Bob Stokes

 

Bob Stokes receiving our 2025 Chapter Top 

Flight Award from Mike Ingham.

 

Bob with his 300 pt. Master Judge Awards

 

A 

W

A 

R 

D 

S 

Congratulations Bob! 
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PTSC Members at the National Convention Continued: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations Richard !

 

Richard receiving his Duntov award

 

Richard’s 1969  Convertible

 

Ken Jelley was there too!

 

Brian McIntyre receiving his Sportsman 

Award & 6th Add-On-Plaque

 

PTSC Members in attendance at the National Convention 

Bob & Sandi Stokes  Lynne Nimocks 

Brian & Carol  McIntyre Richard Small 

Ken Jelley   Matthew & Laura Hanke 

Richard Roupe  Vito Cimilluca 

 

 

Info submitted by:  Bob Stokes  
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More picnic fun on the following page! 

Annual Picnic & Membership Meeting 
Photos & Write-up Jimmy Patitucci, 60161 

 

“Rain, rain go away so we can drive 

our Corvettes today!” 

     Well that certainly wasn’t the case on Sunday 

August 2nd when our chapter held its’ annual picnic 

and general membership meeting at Indian Lakes 

Park. 

     Even though it was a rainy day we still had a very 

nice turnout.  There were 28 members in attendance. 

     This is always one of our nicest and well attended 

events during the year. We see members that we 

don’t often see throughout the year at our judging 

events. 

     While we waited for the caterer to arrive Brooke 

held a very short membership meeting, to update 

everyone on the status of the chapter.  She discussed 

the remaining 2026 events and went over the 

tentative 2027 calendar of events. During this time, 

she welcomed any suggestions and comments from 

the members. 

     Most importantly she asked for volunteers to step 

up to fill the open Board positions in 2027. Those 

open positions are: Vice Chairman, Newsletter 

Editor and Outside Coordinator. 

     Following the meeting we were all treated to a 

great catered meal as well as a large assortment of 

desserts. No one should have left hungry, that’s for 

sure. 

We held our usual 50/50 drawing and Norm Neffield 

won and graciously gave the winnings  back to the 

club. 

     Special thanks to Paul & Renee DiSanto and 

Frank & Cathy Gavron for their hard work in 

planning the picnic. Something they’ve been doing 

for the past several years without fail. 

The picnic is scheduled for Sunday, August 15th at 

Oak Hollow Park, North Huntingdon.  

     Sadly, because of the weather no one was brave 

enough to bring out their Corvettes. No matter, we 

all had a great time socializing and enjoying each 

other’s company. 

“Remember, “It’s not always about the cars it’s 

about the people!” 

Hope to see many of you at one of our future events.       

JP 

 

Brooke leading the membership meeting.

 
Bob Thompson giving the 

blessing before eating.
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It’s not just about the cars; it’s about the people! 
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Membership news:  Judy Geary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2026 Remaining Chapter Event Schedule 

 

October 17-18 Annual Meet at 
Greenwood’s Hubbard Chevrolet, 

Hubbard, OH. 

Coordinators: Bill Bryan/ Ken Jelley 

December 6, 2026, Annual Holiday 
Banquet & Membership Mtg. 
Rizzo’s Malabar Restaurant, 

Crabtree, Pa. 
Coordinator: Don Geary 

All dates and events subject to 

change at the board’s discretion. 

 

 

An Invitation to step up and start thinking about 

volunteering for upcoming open board positions in 2027. 

     Hi Pittsburgh Tri-State members, I am writing to you today 

because it’s that time of the year when we have to prepare for 

elections. The chapter has had a handful of members that have 

been holding chair positions for a number of years. Actual 

elections will be held at the Annual Holiday Banquet and 

General Membership Meeting, December 6, 2026, but we need 

you to start thinking about running for office or doing one of 

the volunteer jobs.  

     I am asking you to consider running for a board position, we 

really need some more new blood to help keep our hobby alive 

and active. None of the jobs are hard to do and mostly mean you 

get together with friends once a month, have dinner and talk 

about our hobby. The most critical and the blood stream of the 

club is the Newsletter Editor. You will get plenty of help to carry 

on.  

     I am on the nominating committee and I don’t want to call 

every member to look for volunteers. We are all adults so I am 

asking you to consider running for the board. If you are willing to 

help preserve our hobby please email me or any current board 

member and we will place your name on the recommendations 

list.  

     My email is cirilli@zoominternet.net and my phone number is 

724-449-3323. See you don’t even have to look them up. I hope 

we hear from you.  

Open Positions: Vice Chairman, Newsletter Editor, Outside 

Coordinator 

Robert D. Cirilli,   Nominating committee 

 

As of our September 10th board meeting we have 124 members. 

No new members to report as of this date! 

Chapter dues are $20.00 and renewed each June 

1st. Make checks payable to: Pittsburgh Tri 

State Chapter, NCRS. Mail to: Judy Geary 117 

Caldwell Drive, Jeanette, Pa. 15464. Dues can 

also be paid using PayPal. See our website for 

the link. www.ncrspitt.com Keep in mind: You 

must be an active paid -up member of the 

NCRS, Inc. to qualify for chapter membership. 

Please include your NCRS number when joining 

or renewing your chapter membership. Also 

make sure you update your email address with 

us and the National NCRS so you can continue 

to receive important emails and the Newsletter! 

 

 

The Pittsburgh Tri-State Chapter of NCRS was founded in 

August 1990. Meetings are held on the second Thursday of 

each month at designated and published times and 

locations. All members are welcome to attend the board 

meetings. In 2026 the board meetings will be held at the 

Lamplighter Restaurant in Delmont, Pa. at 6:30 pm. 

*Note: Our October board meeting will be held at 

Greenwood’s Hubbard Chevrolet on Saturday, Oct. 17th! 

 

mailto:cirilli@zoominternet.net
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Corvettes at Carlisle 2026 

Congratulations to a few of our PTSC members who received awards for their Corvettes 

or had them on display in the NCRS Gallery Tent this year. 

“Chip’s Choice Display -Family Legacy: Chip’s Choice is an annual display that was started in 1990 by our late company 

co-founder and NCM Hall of Famer, Chip Miller.  Chip hand-selected Corvettes for the display every year. Chip’s son 

Lance Miller, continues his father’s tradition and chose the theme of Family Legacy for 2026. 

The Corvettes in this year’s display carry not just automotive history, but family history. They have been cherished, 

maintained, and passed down through generations, representing memories, milestones, and bonds. Corvettes have always 

represented the American dream, but family legacy Corvettes represent something even deeper-the dreams we pass along 

to those we love.” 

(Info taken from page 16 Corvettes at Carlisle 2026 Event Guide) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chip’s Choice #452 Ken Jelley’s 1964 Corvette (Photo: Bob Stokes)

 

“I bought this Corvette in 

1965 in my father’s name 

because I was only 18 

years old and unable to 

secure financing.  While 

serving in the Air Force, 

ownership was officially 

transferred to me in 1967, 

but the car has remained 

in our family’s possession 

ever since.” 

Ken Jelley 

PTSC Member #35642 

NCRS Gallery 2026 Display (Photo: Bob Stokes) 

PTSC member Archie & Marguerite Smuck’s 1981 Coupe #68464

 

PTSC Celebrity Picks  for 2026 

Tim & Karen Medice -1969 Corvette 

Dana Smith – 1961 Corvette 

Dennis Webber – 1971 Corvette 

 

 

*As found in the 2026 Corvettes at Carlisle 

Events Program 
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 Sunday -March 7, 2027   Tech Seminar & General Membership Meeting at Mirrock Corvette 

5406 Tunnelton Rd., Saltsburg, Pa. 15681. 

(March 14th Alternate Snow Date) Coordinators: Bill Bryan, Mark & Brooke Madeira 

 

Sunday – April 25, 2027 Judging School and Mini Meet at All Collector Auto in Bedford, Pa. 

Coordinators:  Bill Bryan & Dylan Stahl 

 

May  2027 ? -  Spring Road Tour TBA (Suggestions welcome!) 

Saturday - June 5, 2027 Annual PTSC Judged Meet at Smail Chevrolet in Latrobe, Pa. 

Coordinators: Bill Bryan & Mike Bucheit 

 

Sunday - August 15, 2027 Annual PTSC Picnic and General Membership Meeting, Oak Hollow 

Park (Pine Pavilion) Noth Huntingdon, Pa. *Note: This is a new location for this year! 

Coordinators: Frank Gavron & Paul DiSanto 

 

September, 2027 ? Fall Road Trip TBA (suggestions welcome) 

Sat. & Sunday - October 16-17 2027 Annual Judged Meet at Greenwood’s Hubbard 

Chevrolet, Hubbard, Ohio 

Coordinators: Bill Bryan & Ken Jelley 

 

Sunday - December 5, 2027 – Annual Holiday Banquet & General Membership Meeting  

Rizzo’s Malabar Restaurant, Crabtree, Pa. 

Coordinator: Don Geary    Note: Annual Charity Drive; Toys-For-Tots Donations. 

 

*Events Calendar subject to change at Board’s discretion! 

*Keep checking our PTSC website for any updates! 

 

 

  

2027 PTSC Calendar of Events 
*This is a tentative schedule! 
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*Above from the September/October Driveline 2026 

Recently the NCRS has updated and released the new Judging Reference Manual 10th Edition. Also available is the 

newest TIM&JG for 2008-2010 Corvettes. According to National Judging Chairman Joe Scafidi “one of the most 

noticeable improvements is the redesigned Standard Deduction Sheets.  The new format expands to two sheets, allowing 

additional content while improving readability with a larger font size. The Paint Deduct Chart is now separated into two 

sections, one for lacquer-finished cars(53-81) and one for enamel, urethane, and water-based finishes (1981-current).” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NCRS Calendar of Events 

 

 

 

 
 

Both 

available 

for 

purchase 

at the 

NCRS 

Store! 
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On Saturday September 12th our chapter went on a “Road Tour” to different sites in Latrobe, 

Laughlintown and Ligonier, Pa. This year’s fall trip was organized by Mike Bucheit and 

John Kuhns.  Once again, they outdid themselves in putting a trip together.  Sixteen of our 

members attended.  Five members drove their Corvettes, even with the threat of rain 

forecast throughout the day. However, the rain held off until much later in the day.  We 

had  beautiful weather to enjoy all the stops along the way. 

Our first stop was at St. Vincent’s Gristmill in Latrobe.  Here we were greeted by two very 

nice St. Vincent Archabbey monks who gave us a brief history about the gristmill and the 

many changes it went through over the years. After a brief film presentation, we had the 

opportunity to purchase baked goods and other items made from the wheat milled at the 

mill. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PTSC Fall Road Tour 

2026 

Write up: Jimmy Patitucci, Photos: Jimmy Patitucci, Bob Stokes & Brooke 

Madeira 
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Next, we traveled a few miles down Rt. 30 to the “Lincoln Highway Experience” also in 

Latrobe. It’s the largest museum in the country to tell the story of America’s First Coast-to 

Coast Highway.  While here we toured the museum and at the end we all enjoyed a slice of 

pie and a cup of coffee in the restored “Serro’s Diner”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gristmill

 
 

Grinding stones in the mill!

 

Items for sale in the gift shop

 

Mike and John outside the Lincoln Hwy. Museum

 

Serro’s Diner
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Following the “Lincoln Highway Experience” Museum we continued on Rt. 30 about 10 

miles or so to the small town of Laughlintown, Pa. John and Mike reserved us a private 

tour of the Compass Inn Museum. It was established in 1799. It’s an authentically restored 

stagecoach stop located in the heart of the beautiful Laurel Highlands.  Our tour guide took 

us through the original Inn, blacksmith shop/forge, cook house and barn that houses an 

1830’s style eastern stagecoach and an authentic Conestoga Wagon. (Fun Fact-  A few scenes 

from the 2022 gothic mystery film on Netflix, “The Pale Blue Eye” starring Christian Bale were 

filmed at the Inn.  Early in the film there’s an outside shot of the Inn and the tavern scene inside.) 

John discussing the history behind the gas station display.

 

 

Having our pie & coffee at Serro’s Diner
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The Compass Inn

 

Conestoga Wagon

 

Inside the Inn with our Tour Guide

 

 

Blacksmith Shop
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                                                                More tour photos on the following page! 

 

 

Across the street from the Inn is the locally famous 

“Pie Shoppe” where everyone had the chance to buy 

fresh baked goods and awesome pies to take back home 

with them. 

 

Next to the pie shoppe is the “Country 

Cupboard”. It’s an antique shop with 

country crafts, decorations, candles and 

furniture. A perfect opportunity for the 

ladies (and men) on the tour to browse 

throughout the shop and make 

purchases if they wanted. The owners 

treated our group with homemade 

cookies and cold water to drink. 

 

 

 

To culminate the tour, we had our own private room reserved 

at “Carol & Dave’s Roadhouse Restaurant in Ligonier, where 

we ate lunch before heading home. 

Mike thanking everyone for coming on the road tour!
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Being an active member of the PTSC isn’t just about our Corvettes and judging 

meets, although those are very important and necessary to the continued success of 

our Top Flight Chapter. It’s also about getting together on days like this to see things 

in our area and enjoy each other’s company.  Yes, we still had conversations about 

Corvettes, and some members drove their cars even with the threat of rain. 

Everyone had a really nice day, and we certainly learned many interesting facts 

about the places we visited that many of us just drove by over the years. Again, to 

Mike and John, you guys did it again. Thank you for your hard work in planning 

the tour. We can’t wait until next year! JP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Norm Neffield  thanking Mike & John for all their hard work in 

putting together another fantastic PTSC Chapter Road Tour.

 

Our tour planners Mike Bucheit & John Kuhns

 

Members attending: Brooke & Mark Madeira, Bob & Sandi Stokes, Jimmy & Peggy Patitucci, Dana & Stefani Smith, 

Norm & Linda Neffield, Don & Judy Geary, Tom & Susan Franczyk, John Kuhns & Michael Bucheit. 

5 Corvettes driven on the tour!

 

Members who drove 

their Corvettes were: 

Mike Bucheit 

Tom & Susan Franczyk 

Don & Judy Geary 

Mark & Brooke Madeira 

Dana & Stephanie Smith 
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RPM Technically Speaking:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is Octane? 
Submitted by: Michael Bucheit #41580 

 

 

 

 

Octane Rating is the measure of gasoline 

stability.  

The Rating is based on the pressure at 

which gasoline spontaneously combusts.  

Engines are designed to burn fuel in a 

controlled combustion. 

 A flame starts at the spark plug and 

burns throughout the cylinder until all 

fuel in the cylinder is burned. 

 Spontaneous combustion, also called 

auto-ignition, detonation, or knock, 

happens when rising temperature and 

pressure from the primary combustion 

causes unburned fuel to ignite.  

This uncontrolled secondary combustion 

causes pressure in the cylinder to spike 

and cause the knock to occur.  

Before computerized ignition was used, 

knocking commonly occurred and caused 

engine damage.  

Most engine computers minimize this 

condition by controlling the timing of 

valves and fuel injection 

 

In recent years, car manufacturers have 

been requiring or recommending a high 

-octane fuel. 

 If your car manual asks for 91 or 93 

octane and you use cheap 87 octane 

instead, your engine computer will 

lower the power to protect itself. 

 You will lose Horsepower.  

The large number on the YELLOW 

gasoline pump octane label is the 

minimum octane rating.  

(R +M)/2 Method on the label refers to 

the octane testing method used. 

 Where R is Research Octane Number 

and M is Motor Octane Number.  

The new C8 Corvettes require premium 

gasoline with an Octane rating of 91 or 

higher.  

With 93 Octane recommended for 

optimal performance. 

Hopefully, after reading this you now 

have a little better understanding of 

what octane is! 

Michael Bucheit #41580 

mbucheit@wpa.net 

 

 

mailto:mbucheit@wpa.net
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RPM Classifieds:  There were no  items submitted for this issue! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the RPM Editor: 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Annual Cost for Newsletter Business Ads 

$20.00 for a Business Card 

$40.00 for ¼ page ad 

$60.00 for  ½ page ad 

$100.00 for full page ad 

Charges are due each quarter. 

Ads should be emailed to the editor, 

Jimmy Patitucci at 

jjppat@breezeline.net. Checks should be 

mailed to the following address: 

 Box 92 McClellandtown, Pa. 15458    
 

   

Notice: PTSC members, I just want 

to remind you all that the 2026 

Winter RPM will be my last one as 

Editor. I’ve been doing it since 2018. 

It’s time for someone else to 

volunteer and step up. If interested 

please contact Bob Cirilli. (See his 

notice on page 7).  

Thanks to everyone who 

contributed with tech articles and  

Corvette Stories. 

JP 
 

 

 

PTSC Embroidered 

Merchandise for Sale: 

Contact: Bob Stokes 

412-600-7727 

robert.stokes@verizon.net 

 

 

Happy Fall ! 

mailto:jjppat@breezeline.net
mailto:robert.stokes@verizon.net
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Jimmy Patitucci 

 RPM Editor 

Box 92 

McClellandtown, Pa. 15458 

 


