Volume 11, Issue 4

April 2022

Inside this issue:

Pastor’s Pen cont’d | 2
Christian Educa- 2
tion
Stewardship &
. 3
Finance
Birthdays & 4
Anni .
nniversaries
Elders 4
Monthly Activities | 4
Spotlight 5
Prison Ministry 6
Prison Ministry 7
Continued
Calendar 8
Precious Moments | 9
Sermon Schedule 9
Evangelism Task
10
Force
Evangelism Task 1
Force Cont...
Prayer Shawl 1
Ministry
Important Dates 12

N \g

APRIL PASTOR’S PEN
“What I've Learned Over the Past Fifty Years—DPart Two”

Beloved Members and Friends of Grace EPC,

Last month, I mentioned that May 14, 2022 marks the 50 anniversary of my
ordination to the gospel ministry. In this column and the next, I want to share
seven (the perfect number according to Scripture!) things the Lord has taught me
over those years:

1. Jesus is the Redeemer of all things—spirits, minds, emotions, circumstances.
He doesn’t usually change things immediately, but progressively. It’s a joy to look
back on life and see how He has acted as Redeemer (Job 19: 25-27).

2. Most Christians don’t take the doctrine of Total Depravity seriously enough.
We should never be surprised when unbelievers (i.e. Vladimir Putin) do horrible
things. But we should also expect that redeemed sinners will sometimes sin in
egregious fashion. We are, in Luther’s terms, sizul justis et peccator, at the same
time justified and a sinner. Jesus loved people and trusted them somewhat, but
He was not naive (John 2: 23-25).

3. God loves us because of who He is and what Christ has done, not on the ba-
sis of our performance. It’s hard to consistently believe that. “It’s not because I
am worthy that Christ died for me, but because Christ died for me, I am wor-
thy” (Luther).

4. There are unusual situations in which the Lord calls someone to a ministry
that will be very difficult on his family (i.e. Billy Graham, William Carey). But
His usual pattern is to require His servants to see their family as their first priori-
ty in ministry (Psalm 127: 3-5). I thank God that Ann and I were able to lead
our sons to Christ and that they have led their children to Christ. None of our
kids or grandkids resent the ministry, praise God!

5. The Scriptures are “the comprehensive equipment for God’s people” (II Tim.
3: 16, 17). Never assume that you know the Bible well enough or that there are
not significant new insights ;
to be gained from in-depth
study. I'm truly thankful
for those who have used
my New Testament devo-
tional and pray it has deep-
ened your walk with Christ.

IS Tt Tas o8 WG
~ “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful
for. teaching, rebuking, correcting and training
in righteousness, so that the servant of God
.may be:thoroughly equipped for every good work.
2 Timothy 3:16-17




...Continued from previous page

0. If there are bad things in the past, make peace with them so that

they don’t mess up the present or the future. Revel in God’s grace
toward you and others (Phil. 3: 13, 14).

7. Procrastination is a thief that robs us of joy. Don’t put off im- |
portant things. In fact, choose to do the most difficult task facing you
each day first. Then you can relax and enjoy the lesser tasks and the
joys of the day. As Scott Peck wrote, “It’s the only decent way to
live” (Prov. 6: 6-11, 20:4, 24: 27).

I hope at least one of these ideas is helpful to you.

: thls one thing I do:
Big love in Jesus, forgettmg what lies behind and

stramm 'erward to what lies ahead ..

Pastor Dave
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o 8 ~ I WILL COME AND BOW DOWN
)

7
I will come and bow down at Y our feet, Lord Jesus.
LR L In Your presence is fullness of joy

EDUCATION There is nothing, there is no one who mmpa;w to You.

By Elder Linda Pool I take pleasure in worshiping You, Lord.
~-MARTIN J. NYSTROM

In Jesus' presence, we find joy. Not condemnation, not guilt, not fear--but jgy! Think about it. Jesus wants
us to enjoy our relationship with Him. He wants us to delight in Him as He delights in us. He plans for us
to inherit every possible spiritual blessing! Feeling blessed doesn't sit well with joyless friends. They are
much more comfortable when we feel badly about our sinfulness. They live under condemnation, so they
want our company in their misery. But they're missing out on the joy! In God's presence, we find that the
price has been paid in fulll Nothing is left for us to do but to confess our sin and then let it go, moving on
to enjoying life in Christ.
When we bow before Jesus, we find that He more than makes up for
all that we lack. We can face our unworthiness because we know the
Grace-Giver. We can acknowledge our brokenness because we know B d the

. . . y
the Healer. We can deal with all that our sin has ruined because we worshiped him
know the One who makes all things new. All that we need is in Him. and

i

So throw wide open the door to your heart and dance with Him,
sing to Him, and rejoice in how He fills you. In His presence, find

. returned
fullness of joy! ! “ B Salem
Surely you have granted him eternal blessings and made him glad with the joy of & N\ great

your presence. - PSALM 21:6 - % B JOY’ and were

PRAYER: Jesus invites you to rejoice when you are weak because
He is still strong, to rejoice when you're defeated because He is still
victorious, and to rejoice when you feel lost because He still knows
the way. Find the freedom, the relief, and the pleasure of worship-
ing at His feet.

From: Songs 4 Worship presents Open the Eyes of My Heart
Daily Devotions from the Greatest Praise and Worship Songs of All Time
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STEWARDSHIP & FINANCE

It is April already! One fourth of 2022 is behind us and we are moving into the Easter season. Think
about this, on Easter Sunday we will remember and celebrate the horrific death and then the amazing
resurrection of our Lord. For me this is the time that I consider that He went into this with full
knowledge of what lay in store. He did it anyway so that I could have eternal life. I still find it abso-
lutely incredible that anyone would do that for me. Think about this, Jesus is in the garden praying and
during that time He knew exactly the pain, suffering, and humiliation that lay in store for Him. What
was going to happen had been done to others and many of them did not survive the scourging so nev-
er even made it to the crucifixion. Yet with the thought that “not my will, but Yours be done”, He pre-
sented himself to the guards. The other thing that I am constantly awed by is just the fact that for me
to receive the blessings that He purchased all I must do is believel Wow!

Okay, the first quarter is passed, and we are on a positive financial footing. We were a little concerned
during February but pulled ahead in March, so we are about where we had projected. However, now
starts the period when our attendance usually falls off a bit as our friends who live here part-time de-
part and the travel season gets into high gear. So, please continue to pray for our church and consider
what you can do to ensure our continued growth going forward. I still want you to consider the
growth that we are experiencing in our area and what we must do to enable us to show the pathway to
our Heavenly Father that is so desperately needed. I read an article recently that outlined the 17,000
new homes that have been platted for this area. Most of these are within five miles of our property on
US 27 with the others only slightly further. What is hard for me to wrap my head around is remember-
ing that the town that I grew up in spoke of having about 5,000 residents and for that the count had to
extend well outside the city limits. Now, there are plans for several times that number to be added to
Leesburg within the next 5 to 7 years and it has already begun. Will we be there to welcome them?

I recently read an insightful excerpt from a book by Rev Laura Dunham. She wrote that Scripture
teaches us that everything we have is a gift from God and that we live by His grace. This perspective
should help to keep us humble when we are deciding how we will
use the income and assets that He has put into our control. A the-
ology of stewardship must bear in mind that all of creation is under
the reign of God, and He has made it our responsibility to care for
His creation by using the time, talents, and money He has allowed
us to control.

My final thought, if you are currently giving at a level at which you
are comfortable that you are doing all that you can, my feeble at-
tempts to describe our greater need will hopefully meet with some |
agreement. Maybe a positive nod, and nothing more. However, if
you are bothered by my trying to highlight those needs, then maybe *
Someone is tapping on your shoulder. Remember, our job is to
spread the gospel and that means that we must bring new people
into our services and activities. However, to do that in a meaningful
way we need more space. o

See you at worship,
Dave Hoffmeyer, for Stewardship & Finance
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Birhdays

Denny Engquist—4th
Les Deatherage—5th
Harvey Pierce—6th
Jim Teets—6th
Paul McWilliams—7th
Peach Pierce—11th
Al Rode—14th
John Romano—20th
Pastor John Fraser—21st
Lois Schielke—21st
Z.oe Shearer—21st
Debbie Reed—24th
Beverly Sapp—26th
Linda Chermak—28th

ANNIVERSARIES

Don & Zoe Shearer—2nd

Marvin & Linda Pool—3rd
Jon & Mary Arnold—17th
Bob & Lois Schielke—20th

Women’s
Breakfast

April 29th at 8:30am
at Breakfast Station in

Leesburg

-
XK N
\

Prayer Time with Pastor John
April 7th & 21st at 1:00PM

We would love to pray for you!
GraceEPCLeesburg(@gmail.com
(352) 552-0052.

Leading. Shepherding. Teaching.

Pastor Dave Dorst
Pastor John Fraser
Pastor Rick Rosenkrans
Bill Frakes (2024)
Jack Homoney (2023)
Wally Klee, Sr. (2023)
Kris Ogden (2024)
Marvin Pool (2023)
Shelby Reed (2024)
Al Rode, Jr. (2023)
Jim Teets (2024)
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Widow’s Luncheon
Thursday, April 21st
11:30am at the Olive Garden in Leesburg on 441

Please let Sue know if you are planning to attend by
Sunday, April 17th




Mary Kinney
Mary Kinney lives in Lady Lake. She was born in southeastern Ohio when it was much
i like Appalachia is today, minus electricity and indoor plumbing. Her family moved to a
Spotlight dairy farm on Lake Michigan when she and her brother John were 4 and 5. God and
church were their most important social issues.

Mary has lived in Michigan, New York, and Illinois over the years before moving to Florida. She mar-
ried in 1962 (husband died in 1996) and she has 2 daughters, Debi who lives in Seattle and Judi, who
lives with Mary. They moved to Florida in 1974, partly to get Debi out of the cold weather in New
York because of her severe asthma, but also because during that last winter they had to climb out the
dining room windows to shovel out the front and back doors!! When they moved to Florida, Mary
worked in the patient business office of Florida Hospital, (now Advent Health) in Winter Park and for
the next 20 years moved up the inter department ladder to middle management at Alta Monte Springs
branch.

In 1994, a laparoscopic surgery became a six-hour emergency and near-death experience. She has
thanked God several times for that experience. Suddenly she knew with no shadow of doubt that God
is real and that there is heaven for her after this earthly life. What a wonderful Blessing!

Within a year God called her to be a mission volunteer, first in southeast Kentucky at a church with an
81 member craft co-op, and then two years later she went to the PCUSA Border ministry where she or-
ganized and ran an office in Nogales, AZ. God's plan was slightly different than what she first expected.
They had five missions in the Mexican state of Sonora with US Pastor administrators, Mexican Pastor
administrators, and bi-national oversight committee.

Within a year, the US pastor administrator contracted hepatitis C, and while he was still in the hospital,
a mission team arrived from Colorado ready to go to Hermosillo, Mexico. The next six years for Mary
was hosting mission teams to all five mission sites, learning Spanish, T
traveling all over the States to speak on behalf of the ministry, and
finding where God was working in all of this.

The two missions in Southwestern Sonora, Mexico were exciting
missions, where souls were accepting the Lord on a daily basis. Pas-
tor Mecho Romo Castro and Castro Ministeries are a product of the
Guaymas Mission, as is his friend Pastor Roberto Mendoza Cruz,
who is now head of evangelism and church planting for all of north-
western Mexico, as are many others scattered all over Mexico. Mary
said "What a joy filled time being exactly where God wanted us!"

In 2004, she and her younger daughter, Judi went to Michigan to
take care of Mary's 92-year-old father. Mary and Judi moved back to
Florida after his death to get Judi settled. Mary was going to return
to Guaymas, Mexico, but God's plans again were always better than

hers. She keeps following Him.

Thank You from Tom and Judy Scott
Thank you to the many loving and caring people at Grace who showed so much
kindness during Tom's serious illness and I also was not doing well. The visits, calls,
cards, and especially the many, many prayers offered were deeply appreciated.. So many

did so much . what a great Church. God is Good! He gives you strength when needed.
Thanks to all.
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Prison Ministry- An Opportunity Of A Lifetime
By Captain Robert F Sandweg, USN Retired

Prison Ministry is most likely not the first place you think of when you are considering where to serve
God and make disciples. But the need for the Gospel is great and men in prison are eager to hear the
Word and respond to it. I hope this article will be an informative introduction to Prison Ministry and
will generate some interest in Prison Ministry at Grace EPC.

I'live in Western NC and I spend the Winter in South Leesburg, FL. I have attended Grace EPC men’s
bible study on Tuesdays for about 10 years and attended Grace EPC Sunday services for a few years be-
tore COVID began. I am well known to Pastor Dave and many of the men at Grace EPC can vouch for
me.

I was introduced to Prison Ministry about three years ago by my friend and fellow ministry partner Rog-
er Ciskie. Although I was out of my comfort zone initially, the Holy Spirit has confirmed that prisons
are a place where the Gospel is especially welcomed. I also have come to know that prisoners are some
of the “least of these” as the Bible describes and these men are certainly on God’s heart. I have found
great joy is serving in Prison Ministry and I believe that it is a worthy place to serve our Lord and Savior.

Not long after I first began my Prison Ministry, I wit-
nessed 50 men fervently praying together as they were
lead in a prayer of confession and surrender to our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. It was apparent that
some of the men had surrendered their lives to Christ
for the first time. Where else can you serve and experi-
ence such a moment? It was the Holy Spirit that al-
lowed me to experience that moment and it confirmed
to me that God was calling me to this ministry. For
those who are called to minister in prison, I can assure
you that you will never be the same. The joy of this
ministry is almost overwhelming,

I am credentialed in (4) separate prisons in three states:
NC, TN and in FL. There are two prisons not far from
Leesburg, FL. where myself and Roger Ciskie have
served or are currently serving: Coleman Federal
Prison, in Coleman, FL, just a few miles West of
Leesburg, FL. and Sumter State Correctional Institu-
tion, in Bushnell FL, about 40 miles from Leesburg,
FL. Both prisons are fertile ground for the Gospel and
the need for men to minister there is great. It is pri-
marily at these two prisons where we are searching for
a few men who may have an interest in serving there
in our Prison Ministry.

Continued on next page...
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...continued from previous page

I am currently trained and approved to facili-
tate two Faith-based courses of instruction at |
Coleman Federal and at Sumter State Prison. §&
One course is “Godly Leadership” and the
other is “GPS Life Journey”. “Godly Leader-
ship” is based on the eight Beatitudes taught
by Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount
(Matthew chapter 5). It is essentially a Lead-
ership course where the men learn how to
live out their Christian lives as Jesus taught
and as Jesus demonstrated to His Disciples.

“GPS Life Journey” is a course in which the
men discover God’s plan for the next stage
of their lives. It is an intensely personal jour-
ney of discovery and requires much prayer, self-reflection and Biblical understanding, The facilitation
of both courses will require a significant amount of time and effort on the part of the facilitator. How-
evet, the Lord will provide all that is required including the joy and peace that accompanies this minis-

try.

Both of these courses are typically taught once a week for (2) two hours to (2.5) two and a half hours
and last (8) eight weeks in length. The facilitator of these courses would be required to undergo a peri-
od of training and some on the job experience before they would be approved to facilitate these cours-
es on their own. Both courses have a workbook that must be purchased by the facilitator and provided
to the men free of charge as part of the course. You can expect to bear any expenses, whatever they
are, in connection with these courses of instruction as there is no funding available to the men in pris-
on. However, the expenses should not be burdensome.

All prisons have their individual requirements that must be met prior to allowing volunteers to have
contact with prisoners. Volunteers are required to apply to each prison facility and be approved before
they can begin volunteering. A criminal background check and volunteer orientation training at each
institution are a few of the requirements that will be completed by all volunteers. Orientation training is
generally a few hours a year and include Federal and State specific guidelines for volunteers.

I pray that there may be a few men who will pray about this opportunity and who may be interested
enough to inquire further about Prison Ministry. I have previously discussed this opportunity with Pas-
tor Dave Dorst and with Pastor Rick Rosenkrans. Pastor Rick asked me to write a short article for the
monthly newsletter at Grace EPC in order to stimulate interest in this vital ministry. I pray that God
will send us a few men whom we can disciple as ministers of the Gospel to men in prison.

In service to Christ,

Captain Robert FF Sandweg (USN Ret)
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Mandy to share with our Grace Family!

Precious Moments Captured in a Photo
It’s not everyday that we get to witness a new elder coming onto our Session and to get to lay
hands in prayer! It’s also not everyday that I’'m in a position to be able to capture this moment on
camera. Such a precious moment as we welcome Bill Frakes as a new Ruling Elder to the Grace
EPC Session. If you are ever able to capture a precious moment in a picture, please send them to

il

April Sermon Schedule
TLuke’s Tast Week

The Destruction of Jerusalem

Apr 3rd
Apr10th  The Palm Sunday Paradox

Apr 14th  The Penitent Thief (Maundy Thursday)

Apr17th  The Road to Emmaus
Apr 24th  Appearance and Ascension

Clothed with poner
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from on /igh.

LUKE 24:49

(

Thank You
from

Kris Ogden

I want to express my sincere appreciation to
the Hospitality Committee ladies, for the
lovely refreshments for my mothert's cele-
bration. You ladies are the best and I want
you to know how much that meant to me,
Joe, Philip and family.

In addition, I want to extend our thanks to
those who attended the service, Mom would
have loved it!

Thank yoy
o0 mych! 7




Notes from the Evangelism Task Force

What is the Evangelism Task Force? If you are not familiar with it, Grace has set up a Task Force
or committee under the leadership of our Pastor of Evangelism, Pastor Rick with about 12 elders
and some spouses. This Task Force reaches across most aspects of Grace EPC. As we are to be
evangelistic in all that we do, as our denomination name states (Evangelical Presbyterian Church),
our Task Force has representatives from our church from media, missions, shepherding, future
outlook, small groups, advertising, visitation, and our clerk of session. It is our task to train our
congregation and give them tools to be able to be bold for Christ in sharing the gospel in order to
grow the Kingdom and to advertise our church and our Lord.

So, in saying that, we hope to keep you informed and updated with the work of the Task Force so
that you may know what tools are available for your use and what training will be available. We
were extremely excited with the attendance at the “Share Jesus Without Fear”” Sunday School ses-
sions. We hope to have more of the same or repeating that same course as we can use refreshers
to learn it better.

The Task Force has been busy coming up with “tools” for you to use in your evangelism endeav-
ors. You may have noticed a new directional sign to guide people to our parking lot and church
along with a lovely invitation sign that Mandy designed. In the Narthex, you will find tracts of all
kinds, invitation cards with the verses that Bill Fay shared in his course on the back. That way, if
you use your phone for your Bible, the verses are printed on the card for your use. We have gro-
cery bags with Grace EPC printed on them, as well as pens that we would love for you to take
and giveaway. You may want to use them as a gift as you invite others to worship. There are
smaller business cards for you to hand out with the church information on them also. We also
have beautiful green travel mugs for sale for $15 each that we will use to give to attenders that we
will visit. We hope to use the sales from the mugs to fund future visitation gifts.

We are also launching a new ministry of children’s £
Praise Packs. We want to be prepared for visiting
family of our congregation or anyone who may visit
with children. As Easter is approaching, if you have
any children planning on visiting, please let Mandy
know. She has packs for 3 age groups, so you can let
her know the age, boy or girl, and their name and she AND OF THE SON AND
can have their names on them as well. Teens might OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.
like them also, or we have copies of the New Testa- MATTHEW 28:19, NIV
ment if they would like one of those. The purpose of
these packs is to introduce and share Jesus. Even if
they don’t plan on attending church, please get a pack
to take to your family.

THEREFORE GO AND MAKE
DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS,
BAPTIZING THEM IN THE
NAME OF THE FATHER

I
\ 7
- — S =

We hope to have opportunities for all y’all to be able
to attend events like Farmer’s Markets or other ven-
ues to hand out some of our giveaways and invite
others to church and share Jesus.

...continued on next page




..continsted from previons page

So with that, I would like to share a paragraph from Ligonier.org:

Most of us have likely been told to "preach the gospel at all times; if necessary, use words." That's a well-
intentioned but misleading phrase. We have not preached the gospel if all we have done is been kind to others. Kind
acts adorn the gospel and show that the One whom we serve is conforming us to His image. But evangelism happens
only when we proclaim the message of Jesus and call
people to put their faith in Him. (Ligonier.org)
*Look up: Hebrews 2:1-4, Matthew10:16-20

The remarkable thing about fearing God is
that when you fear God you fear nothing
else, whereas if you do not fear God you
fear everything else. “Blessed is every one
that feareth the Lord...”

(The Highest Good—The Pilgrins’s Song Book,
537 L)

May the Lord give us boldness to tell others
about Him!

Amazing Grace

Umazing Grace, how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me.”

- It's Aprill What comes to mind? Rain showers and spring flowers? Bunnies,
KNIT. CROCHET. PRAY. Easter eggs, chocolate? Easter lilies, Easter Sunday??? I love the lilies and their
perfume and I also like buying a chocolate bunny or Cadbury egg and leaving it at John's place on the
kitchen table. I even like wearing something new.

For the Christian, spring is the time we celebrate the death and resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ. Itis a time of newness, and rebirth, of salvation. As the hymn says, " Amazing Grace, how sweet
the sound, that saved a wretch like me "---- Some people don't like that word "wretch." But as Paul re-
minds us we were “children of wrath" (Eph. 2:3). That is indeed a wretched state, unless God in His
mercy has called you out of that state. We have been saved from God's wrath--that wrath was poured
onto His Son for us. Do we ever dwell on the horrendous, tortuous time that Christ endured for US?

Once we grasp the extent of His wrath against sin and sinners we
should be overwhelmed at His mercy and love toward us. We should
fall on our faces with thanksgiving. Truly we must demonstrate our r ——
gratitude to Him which should permeate our beings in all we say, think | ; g,;
and do. "Now thank we all our God, with heart and hands and voices" -
as that great hymn goes. Having been rescued from death or separation
from God permanently, we live for God. "For we are His workman-
ship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared be-
forehand, that we should walk in them." Eph. 2:10. We have been given
a new heart, one of flesh, and our desire is now to love and work for &
God. Thanks to all in the prayer shawl ministry who use their gifts in
the service of our Lord and for the comfort of others.

Have a Blessed Easter Grace Church!
Jill Fraser
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Evangelical Presbyterian Church

Worship: 700 S. 9th St., Leesburg, FL
Mailing: P. O. Box 490001
Leesburg, FL. 34749

352-552-0052
Rev. Dr. Dave Dorst
Email: graceepcleesburg@gmail.com

Website: GraceEPC.church
Like us on Facebook: Grace EPC

All activities are tentative and subject to change.

SUNDAYS:

e 9:00 AM ~ Sunday School

e 9:45 AM ~ Fellowship Time
e 10:30 AM ~ Worship Service

MONDAYS:
e 6:30 PM ~ Royal Highlands Small Group
e 6:30 PM ~ Royal Harbor Small Group (4/11 & 4/25)

TUESDAYS:
e 8:00 AM ~ Men’s Bible Study & Breakfast @ Perkins
o 10:00 AM ~ Session Meeting (4/19)

WEDNESDAYS:

9:45AM ~ Women’s Bible Study

11:00 AM ~ Sunday School & Small Group Quarterly Committee Meeting (4/6)
2:00 PM ~ Villages Small Group (4/13 & 4/27)

4:30 PM ~ Choir Practice

THURSDAYS:

e 10:00 AM ~ Stewardship & Finance Committee Meeting (4/14)
10:30 AM ~ Plantation Small Group (4/14 & 4/28)

11:30 AM ~ Widow’s Luncheon (4/21) ~ Olive Garden

1:00 PM ~ Prayer Time with Pastor John - (4/7 & 4/21)

6:30 PM ~ Maundy Thursday Worship Service (4/14)

FRIDAYS:
o 8:30 AM ~ Last Friday Women’s Breakfast (4/29) ~ The Breakfast Station in 1 _eesburg

SATURDAYS:
e 8:00 AM ~ Church Cleanup and Cookout (4/2)



