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    Kiowa Indian Council Meeting on April  7, 2018 in Red Buffalo Hall in Carnegie at 9am. 
   Kiowa Election Notice on Page 3                                    Special Election Notice on Page 4       

  Elections Announced 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

     Kiowa Tribe Loses  
“The Voice Of Powwow” 
Samuel Franklin White Sr., known to all as “Tone-Kei”, 
passed away at age 87 on Tuesday February 13, 2018. 
Tone-Kei was known all over the world for his prowess as 
powwow emcee. But, that talent led to other things. 
Not only was the Kiowa Tribal member, the preeminent 
figure in the powwow world, he also excelled at several 
forms of media. 
During the 70s, he wrote a column for the now defunct Ok-
lahoma Journal called “Tone-Kei Speaks”, which was very 
popular in the Native community. He also hosted the 
“Indians for Indians” radio show in Anadarko, OK. 
Even television couldn’t escape the influence of White, 
when he successfully hosted a weekly show called 
“Tribes:Voices From the Land. The show featured all Na-
tive Tribes. He interviewed Indian celebrities like Chief 
Dan George and others along with Indian artists, doctors 
and successful Natives from all areas. The show could be 
found on Oklahoma City’s Channel 5. 
Tone-Kei was laid to rest at Ware’s Cemetary, west of Ana-
darko, OK. 

The Kiowa Election Commission has announced 
that a Primary Election will be held on Saturday, 
May 5th for the positions of Tribal Chairman, Vice
-Chairman, and Legislators for Districts 1, 3, and 4. 
A General Election will be held on June 2nd, for 
those candidates who advance from the Primary 
Election which may include the Chairman/Vice-
Chairman teams and 3 Legislators . 
The Candidates receiving the highest number of 
votes in the General Election shall be seated.      
The General Election will also include the KIC 
vote on the Tribal Budget as well as a vote to ap-
prove or disapprove all Resolutions submitted to 
the Kiowa Election Commission by the Kiowa In-
dian Council Coordinator. These are Resolutions 
that will be approved at the Annual KIC meeting 
on April, 7, 2018. 
District 1 covers the (Anadarko/Ah-Kaw Lay) area. 
District 3 is the (Medicine Bluff/DoHau-doy) area.  
District 4 is the (Jimmy Creek/-Qop-aydle) area. 
(The complete announcement is on page 3.) 

by a native speaker which will be 
Mrs. Perez. Donna stated that hearing 
the language  
spoken is the best way to learn the 
Kiowa language. The language has 
unique sounds, rhythms, and gestures 
that cannot be learned from reading or 
teaching from a book. To learn 
properly, one must hear it spoken.  
Throughout the week of February 26 

– March 2, 2018; Rowell and her film 

crew have been donating their time to 

do video segments of Martha teaching 

the way she learned it, her memory of 

speaking and hearing the stories, 

songs, and prayers throughout her 

childhood. Donna has also had the 

opportunity to include a few of the 

elders who were willing to be record-

ed.                                                  

Rowell and her team are dedicated to 

reach the goal of having “Introduction 

to the Kiowa Language” finished by 

late spring of this year. Hopefully this 

will be the start of more projects to 

come that will preserve the language 

and culture. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

               Tone-Kei promotes his book on the “Kiowa Voices” radio show in September of 2011.           Tone-Kei enjoys a powwow in Red Buffalo Hall  

Five Positions Up For Vote             

Martha Koomsa Perez being interviewed by Donna Rowell  and 
crew for the 6 set video “Introduction To The Kiowa Language”. 

      Video Package on Language  
              Being Produced 
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          Special Budget  
    Modification Election 

In accordance with the FIRST MODIFICATION 
TO THE ANNUAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION 
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2017-2018, adopted in Feb-
ruary, 2018, the Kiowa Legislature has identified 
the need to enact a modification to the First Annual 
Budget, to include previously unidentified revenue 
and expenditures, including newly received grant 
funds, and to address funding shortfalls. The First 
Annual Budget won a 75% approval by the KIC on 
October 30, 2017.. Pursuant to the Legislative Pro-
cess in Article VI, Section 8 of the Constitution the 
Election Commission now calls and will conduct a 
Special Election for the voters to decide whether to 
approve Budget Modification #1. This Special 
Election will be held on March 27, 2018. This will 
be an all mail-in election. Ballots will be mailed on 
Tuesday, March 6, 2018. 
Any questions can be directed to the Kiowa Elec-
tion Commission Office at 580-654-2300-ext. 325. 
(The full announcement is on page 4.) 

___________________________________________ The Kiowa language and traditions 

has been a sensitive subject among 

the elders for decades. Efforts have 

been made over the recent years to 

try to preserve what the people 

remember of it such as the McKen-

zie and phonetic methods.  Howev-

er, the language has unique sounds 

and emphasizes on certain letters 

that makes the Kiowa language 

difficult to learn.                 A Kio-

wa elder, Martha Koomsa Perez, 

has come forward with her con-

cerns about preserving the lan-

guage before it’s too late. Upon 

speaking to the leaders, the Kiowa 

Tribe has decided to sponsor a spe-

cial project with the help of Donna 

Rowell to record a series of lessons 

that will be collaborated together 

for a film called “Introduction to 

the Kiowa Language.” 

Donna Rowell, a Kiowa descendant, 

says, “Like many Plains Indian 

tribes, the Kiowa have kept their 

language and culture alive through 

oral traditions passed from one gen-

eration to the next.” Her grandfa-

ther, CE Rowell, was a painter and 

storyteller. She spoke of her memo-

ries of his teachings and paintings 

that often told stories of Kiowa 

myths and events as well as the ex-

planation of the Kiowa calendars 

done by Johausan and Onco.Rowell 

was asked to join the project by 

Martha because of the film she cre-

ated called “Vanishing Link, My 

Spiritual Return to the Kiowa 

Way”, the focus was on the Kiowa 

traditions and stories told by the 

elders. Rowell agrees that the lan-

guage would be easier for most to 

learn if they heard it being spoken  

"The Kiowa Higher Education Grant 
Program will offer assistance for  
graduating seniors to purchase caps, 
gowns, and graduation invitations.  
Enrolled Kiowa students graduating 
High School or College/University 
are eligible to receive assistance with 
proof of graduation and tribal  
enrollment.  
Other documents may be required. 
For more information contact the 
KHEGP at 580-654-6324 or stop by 
the main office in Anadarko, 806 
Wynan Court." 

           Higher Education 
         Assistance Offered  
        For Caps and Gowns 
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Kiowa News is a monthly publication. 

Kiowa News staff reporters are mem-

bers of the Native American Journalism 

Association (NAJA). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kiowa News Staff: 

Keith Vasquez-Editor/Staff Writer. 

Dianna Hadley-Staff Writer/

Photographer. 

All stories and pictures, for the newspa-

per, can be sent to:                                

         kiowanews@kiowatribe.org     

The Kiowa Tribal Chairman fully sup-

ports the Bill of Rights as it reads in 

the Kiowa constitution, Article 1,-Bill 

of Rights, Section b:      

“The government of the tribe shall 

not make or enforce any law which 

prohibits the freedom of speech, 

expression, or of the press, or the 

right of the People peaceably to as-

semble and to petition the govern-

ment for redress of grievance.” 

with his politics, it is instrumental to 

have a personal relationship with people 

who can assist our Tribe. In this case we 

also have a Tribal member serving as 

Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs 

who attended the meeting and dinner for 

the Secretary of Interior.                                                 

They will be instrumental in assisting 

us, in fee to trust applications, for the 

Hobart and Elgin projects that we are 

working on to establish new casino lo-

cations. This will also speed up the pro-

cess of getting Indian City into trust.                                           

By the end of March the Kiowa Casino, 

Carnegie, will be open for business. For 

those of you living in the area, you can 

see the casino coming together. It is an 

attractive location, and we expect it to 

be successful from the opening based on 

all of the studies and projections.                  

Many of you have asked about money 

from the Kiowa Casino at Devol. You 

will be voting soon on an issue to allow 

your Chairman to seek refinancing for 

the Devol casino. Right now we are still 

paying 14% interest to our original 

lender. This high interest was a result of 

our poor financial reputation and lack of 

credit.                                                  

However, we now have a lengthy track 

record of payments which will allow us 

to borrow the balance of the loan to LU-

NA, our original lender, at a lesser rate 

of about 5%. This will reduce our pay-

ments and allow more to flow to the 

Tribe for the benefit of our people. In 

the meantime thanks to our payment 

history, LUNA has agreed to allow us to 

take additional money from the casino 

that we are otherwise restricted from by 

the existing Promissory Note.                                              

The Kiowa Newspaper can be 
picked up, in Carnegie at the Kio-
wa Tribal Complex, Carnegie Li-
brary, Bank of Commerce, Hop n 
Sack, the Indian Clinic, Carnegie 
Lumber, B-3 Convenience Store,  
the Kiowa Gift Shop, the AOA 
Center and the Tax Commission 
office. In Anadarko at the Indian 
Clinic, Kiowa Programs Office, the 
Kiowa Housing Authority, Darko 
Affordable Housing Solutions, 
Warrior Mart, and Oklahoma Indi-
an Arts and Crafts Cooperative. In 
Lawton at the Indian Hospital and 
Comanche Gift Shop. In Mt. View 
at Hop n Sack. In Hobart at 
Sunny’s Convenience Store. And 
the Oklahoma City Indian Clinic. 

As we approach the upcoming General 

Council of the Kiowa Indian Council, as 

your Chairman, I need to pass along to 

you some issues we are facing and how 

we might move past them and provide a 

better future for our people.                         

As you know, we are emerging from five 

years of chaos. We have a new constitu-

tion and we are working hard to adhere to 

it and move the Tribe forward. Both the 

Executive Branch and the Legislature 

have many more duties than before that 

are set out in the Constitution. One of 

these is to budget YOUR money for the 

benefit of all the people. Unfortunately,  

the Legislature has refused to work with 

the Executive Branch of your government 

and has not taken our input about the 

budget in a positive manner. The budget 

you will be voting on will result in a defi-

cit which will result in less services and a 

possible reduction in force at the Tribal 

Complex. Additionally the Tribe may not 

be able to meet their financial obligations 

in a timely manner, which has been the 

root cause of the Tribe’s poor financial 

reputation. In order to offset the  expected 

deficit, we will not be able to fully staff 

the Finance Office, may have to adopt a 

four day work week and/or reduce full 

time staff.                                             I 

want to encourage the KIC members to 

give their input concerning the budget 

proposed by the Legislature. Copies are 

available at the Tribal Complex for your 

review. If we are to support the Constitu-

tion as passed by the Tribe, we must have 

sufficient funds to fully implement the 

Constitutional provisions. We must oper-

ate within the confines of our income and 

not pass any laws that make it impossible 

to carry out the Constitutional require-

ments.                                                      

As your Chairman I have vetoed several 

laws that I believe were not appropriate 

under the Constitution, but the Legislature 

has overridden every veto.                      

As a people we will work through this 

time period and continue on the positive 

path we are following. As you may know, 

Your Tribe was one of two selected for a  

personal visit of the Secretary of Interior, 

Ryan Zinke. Whether or not you agree                      

        ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________                  

Positive News From the Chairman As of the end of March, our Tribe will 
have three operating casinos with two or 
possibly three on the horizon. The new 
hotel is near completion in Devol. Our 
Carnegie casino has not required us to 
borrow an money as of now and it is 
anticipated that the balance of construc-
tion can be paid from profits from the 
Casino at Devol. It is an exciting time as 
we move forward with new business 
and are no longer treading water as we 
have for the last five years. 
The financial audit is nearing comple-
tion and a report to YOU will follow 
completion of the audit.       
Our new Housing Authority voted on by 
You is working on taking over the re-
sponsibility formerly handled by the 
State of Oklahoma Incorporated Kiowa 
Housing Authority. So, instead of a 
State housing authority, you now have a 
tribal housing authority more in line 
with Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) guidelines.  
Your Executive Branch continues to 
request more money be put into chil-
dren’s education funds and higher edu-
cation to benefit all our children. I need 
your input and help with this and hope 
you will support me in helping our chil-
dren.                                                   
The tasks assigned to your elected offi-
cials are great, but as YOUR Chairman, 
I am excited about our future as a peo-
ple. Let us all move forward and show 
the rest of the world that we are the Kio-
wa people who look towards the future 
and our future generations becoming the 
leaders of our Tribe as educated, strong, 
and happy people.                                                        
In closing, The Executive Branch of the 
Kiowa Tribe will be keeping you in-
formed of projects, business interest, 
and Economic development of the 
Tribe. We will also be reaching out to 
you for opinions and input.            
                 Matthew Komalty, Chairman             

 

   Kiowa Casino-Carnegie Opening In March 

  
The new Kiowa Casino in Carnegie is slated to open this month on Wednesday, March 21

st
.  The new-

ly refurbished location on Highway 9 in Carnegie, Oklahoma will feature 117 Class II and Class III 
games and will employ approximately 47 casino workers, most of whom are Kiowa tribal members. 
 The former location of the Kiowa Grand Casino on Highway 9 has been completely refurbished with 
new electrical, sewer, lighting and air systems.  Guests will enjoy gaming, as well as food service in a 
vibrant and colorful setting. 
 Grand Opening ceremonies are pending and will be announced soon. 

The new glass– enclosed entrance to the new Kiowa Casino-Carnegie. The inside crew goes through the arduous task 
of setting up the slot machines, getting ready for the March Grand Opening of the much anticipated gaming venue. 

While in Washington D.C. attending the NCAI meeting, Kiowa Elder 
Juanita Ahtone received the “Woman of the Year” award from the 
National Indian Women’s Supporting Each Other. 
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For news, an-

nouncements, 

pictures, and 

live streaming 

of Kiowa 

Tribal events go to the Kiowa 

Tribe’s facebook page. 

The Princess Election pow-wow will be held on April 28, 2018 at Red Buffalo Hall in Carnegie, 

 

Members of the Kiowa Tribe are hereby 
advised that, in accordance with the pro-
visions of the Constitution and Bylaws 
of the Kiowa Tribe, the Election Ordi-
nance of the Kiowa Tribe, and the First 
Election Law of 2018, elections will be 
held to elect:  
A Tribal Chairman                                
A Tribal Vice Chairman  
A Legislator from District 1 (Anadarko/
Ah-Kaw Lay)  
A Legislator from District 3 (Medicine 
Bluff/DoHau-doy)  
A Legislator from District 4 (Jimmy 
Creek/-Qop-aydle) 
ELECTION DATES: A Primary Elec-
tion will be held on Saturday, May 5, 
2018. A General Election shall be held 
on Saturday, June 2, 2018. 
PRIMARY ELECTION: A Primary 
Election for the Chairman/Vice Chair-
man team and 3 Legislators will be held 
on May 5th. If three or more candidates 
for the Office of Chairman/Vice-
Chairman or a Legislator seat are vying 
for the same office, then the two candi-
dates who receive the highest number of 
votes in the Primary Election shall pro-
ceed to the General Election. If a candi-
date for the Office of Chairman/ Vice-
Chairman or a Legislator seat receives 
fifty-one percent or more of the votes 
cast in the Primary Election, then that 
person or team shall be declared the 
candidate(s) elect and shall not be re-
quired to run-off in the General Elec-
tion. (Article IX, Section 10) 
GENERAL ELECTION: A General 
Election for those candidates who ad-
vance from the Primary Election which 
may include the Chairman/Vice-
Chairman teams and 3 Legislators will 
be held on June 2nd. The Candidates 
receiving the highest number of votes in 
the General Election shall be seated. 
(Article IX, Section 11) The General 
Election will include the KIC vote on 
the Tribal Budget as well as a vote to 
approve/disapprove all Resolutions sub-
mitted to the Kiowa Election Commis-
sion by the Kiowa Indian Council Coor-
dinator. (Article V, Section 5-c) 
POLLING PLACE: All voting will be 
done by Mail-In Ballot. There will be no 
polling places.  
 
 
 

             Election Announcement Made By KEC 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________
_ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

On March 12, the Comanche Nation 
will be hosting a team from Dickinson 
College in Carlisle, PA.  
The team received a grant from the 
National Historical Publications and 
Records Commission Program 
(NHPRC) for the project "Carlisle In-
dian School (CIS) Digital Resource 
Center-Interrogating and Reclaiming 
History from Multiple Perspectives."   
Part of the grant objective includes 
visiting communities that sent large 
numbers of   children to Carlisle, as 
well as, to conduct workshops which 
will provide descendants,  community 
members and students the opportunity 
to explore documents written by 
and  about their relatives. The event 
will be held at the Comanche Nation 
Education Center in Lawton, OK. It’s 
free and open to the public. 
For a list of the Kiowa and Comanche 
students please visit the Kiowa Tribe 
website at  www.kiowatribe.org.  
If you would like to know more about 
the workshop, contact the  Kiowa Mu-
seum at 580-654-6370 or the Coman-
che Nations Tribal Historic Preserva-
tion  Office at 580-595-9618.  

    KIOWA ELECTION   

      COMMISSION  

Burnett Pewenofkit-Chairman 

Kari Wahnee-Secretary 

Dr. James Kennedye 

Jacqueline Tsonetokoy 

Scott Kauahquo                                            

    __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Kiowas at Carlisle 

Oklahoma Indian Legal Services 
(OILS) is working again with the Na-
tive American Law Student Associa-
tion (NALSA) of the Oklahoma City 
University School of Law to offer an 
“Alternative Spring Break” for law 
students who want to contribute back 
to their community.                                             
The two are joining forces to present a 
Wills Clinic in Red Buffalo Hall at the 
Kiowa Complex. The Clinic will be on 
Tuesday, March 13, 2018 from 9am to 
3pm.                                    

According to OILS representative, 
Stephanie Hudson, they will be mainly 
focusing on clients with land and hous-
es.                                 

 OILS and NALSA have worked to-
gether for the past three years.  In 
2016, they provided wills clinics in 
both the Cherokee and Choctaw Na-
tions . This is a great event that allows 
law students the opportunity to assist 
tribal elders with drafting wills and 
other estate planning documents.                                
Prior the event, students will receive 
training in drafting estate planning 
documents, interviewing clients, and 
gain an understanding of Trust Indian 
land in Oklahoma and the American 
Indian Probate and Reform Act.                            
NALSA students will work with OILS 
attorneys in drafting wills for Tribal 
members who have previously been 
interviewed by OILS staff.             
They will also interview tribal mem-
bers who need estate planning, but 
have not yet provided information to 
OILS staff.  The students will get the 
opportunity to tour the Wichita Wild-
life Refuge on Monday the 12th before 
traveling to Carnegie. Also, before 
leaving the Complex, the students have 
requested a tour of the Kiowa Muse-
um.                                                Call 
1-800-658-1497 to schedule an ap-
pointment. Walk-ins are also wel-
come.    

  

      OILS To Host    
    Will Writing in 
   Red Buffalo Hall 
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A Ballot Box will be available at the 
Tribal Complex in Carnegie, OK on the 
day of each election. Those who wish to 
submit their ballot in person may do so 
from the hours of 9am to 4pm. Ballots 
cannot be accepted at any other time. 
Ballots cannot be printed onsite. You 
must use the ballot you receive in the 
mail. 
CANDIDATE QUALIFICATONS 
FOR CHAIRMAN/VICE-
CHAIRMAN: Must be an enrolled 
Member of the Tribe, shall have attained 
the age of at least thirty-five years or old-
er and shall possess at least a Bachelor 
Degree from an accredited college or 
university. No person convicted of a fel-
ony shall be eligible to be a candidate. A 
criminal background check will be con-
ducted by the Election Commission. At 
the time of filing, candidates shall physi-
cally reside in a voting District other than 
District 7. Verification of residence, such 
as a driver's license or utility bill, or sim-
ilar document shall be filed with the 
Election Commission at the time of Can-
didate Registration. The Chairman/Vice-
Chairman shall be residents of a Voting 
District other than District 7, for the du-
ration of their terms. At the time of fil-
ing, each candidate shall submit copies 
of their Federal income tax returns for 
the previous five years and will provide a 
written list of all their personal and real 
property in excess of ten thousand dol-
lars to the Election Commission. At the 
time of filing a candidate cannot owe any 
monetary debts to the Tribe if such debts 
are in arrears or in default. (Article VII, 
Section 3 a-e) 
CANDIDATE QUALIFICATIONS 
FOR LEGISLATOR: Must be an en-
rolled Member of the Tribe. Shall have 
attained the age of twenty-one years or 
older. Shall possess a High School de-
gree or its' equivalent. No person con-
victed of a felony shall be eligible to be a 
candidate for Legislator. A criminal 
background check will be conducted by 
the Election Commission. At the time of 
filing the candidate shall physically re-
side in the Tribal District  for which he/
she is seeking office and must continue  
to live in that District for the duration of  

their term. At the time of filing a candi-
date cannot owe any monetary debts to 
the tribe if such debts are in arrears or in 
default. No Legislator shall be otherwise 
employed in any governmental capacity. 
(Article VI, Section 4 a-e) 
CANDIDATE REGISTRATION: Reg-
istration is now open. Candidate Regis-
tration packets are available at the Kiowa 
Tribal Complex, Office of the Election 
Commission. There is a $150-dollar non-
refundable filing fee to be paid by money 
order only at the time of filing. A com-
plete Registration packet must include 
proof of High School or College diplo-
ma. A signed release from the tribe's Fi-
nance Office stating there is no outstand-
ing debt to the tribe. Proof of residency 
within one's District. A signed release for 
a Background Check. A recent photo is 
recommended which will be printed on 
the voting ballots. Registration will close 
at 4:30 pm on Monday, March 26, 2018. 
VOTER PARTICIPATION: Enrolled 
tribal members who are 18 years of age 
on the day of the election will be eligible 
to vote. ALL Tribal Members will vote 
on the Chairman/Vice-Chairman, the 
Tribal Budget and proposed Resolutions. 
Only members who reside in District 1, 
District 3 and District 4 will vote for a 
Legislator candidate in their respective 
District. (Only District 1 residents will 
vote for a District 1 Legislator candidate, 
etc.) 
MAILING OF BALLOTS: Ballots for 
the Primary Election will be mailed on 
April 10, 2018. Ballots for the General 
Election will be mailed on May 14, 2018. 
You must have a current address on file 
with the Enrollment Office in order to 
receive a ballot in the mail. Tribal Mem-
bers can call the Enrollment Office at 
580-654-2300 ext 327 to verify your ad-
dress is correct. Once your ballot is re-
ceived in the mail, mark your choices 
and return your ballot by mail as quickly 
as possible to avoid missing the deadline 
for counting on Election Day. You 
MUST sign the affidavit on the back of 
the return envelope in order for your bal-
lot to be counted. 
 
  

ELECTION RESULTS: Counting of 
ballots will begin at 4 pm on the Election 
Day. The counting will be conducted at 
the Kiowa Tribal Complex. Election Re-
sults will be posted immediately upon 
completion of the voting processes. The 
Election Results will be certified by the 
Election Commission within 24 hours of 
the completed count. 
PROTEST PERIOD: Election protests 
for the Primary Election must be submit-
ted in writing to the Election Commission 
by noon on Friday, May 11, 2018. Pro-
tests for the General Election must be sub-
mitted in writing to the Election Commis-
sion by noon on Friday, June 8, 2018. A 
final determination, to be made by the 
KEC on any challenge, will be rendered 
within 48 hours. 
FOR ANY QUESTIONS: CALL THE 
KIOWA ELECTION COMMISSION 580
-654-2300 ext. 325 
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   NOTICE: SPECIAL ELECTION MARCH 27, 

At a duly called Session of the Legisla-
ture of the Kiowa Tribe held on February 
10,2018 the following Resolution and 
Law were adopted, FIRST MODIFICA-
TION TO THE ANNUAL BUDGET 
APPROPRIATION FOR FISCAL 
YEAR 2017-2018. The Legislature has 
identified the need to enact a modifica-
tion to the First Annual Budget, to in-
clude previously unidentified revenue 
and expenditures, including newly re-
ceived grant funds, and to address fund-
ing shortfalls. The First Annual Budget 
was approved by a vote of the KIC on 
October 30, 2017. The vote was 706 
"Yes" and 238 "No" indicating a 74% 
approval of the Annual Budget. Pursuant 
to the Legislative Process in Article VI, 
Section 8 of the Constitution the Election 
Commission now calls and will conduct 
a Special Election for the voters to de-
cide whether to approve Budget Modifi-
cation #1. A specific list of the proposed 
Revenue and Expenditures changes will 
be clearly outlined on the Ballot you re-
ceive in the mail. A copy of this  

Resolution is available and can be re-
viewed on the tribe's website at kiowa-
tribe.org. A copy of the Resolution can 
also be requested by calling the Elec-
tion Commission Office or the Legisla-
tive Office at the Tribal Complex This 
will be an all-mail-in election. Ballots 
will be mailed on Tuesday, March 6, 
2018. Returned ballots will be counted 
at the Tribal Complex on Tuesday, 
March 27, 2018 at 1 o'clock pm. Please 
mark your ballot and return it by mail 
quickly. Time for this election is short. 
All Tribal Members who will be Eight-
een (18) years of age on or before 
March 27, 2018 will be eligible to vote 
in this election. Please make sure your 
mailing address is current with the En-
rollment Office. You can call the En-
rollment Office or the Election Com-
mission to update or to verify your ad-
dress. Any question can be directed to 
the Kiowa Election Commission at 580
-654-2300 ext. 325.  

                                            

                                Monday, March 12, 2018, 6pm-8:30pm 

                           At the Comanche Nation Community Event Center 

                                At 309 Julia Mahseet Rd., in Apache OK. 

    This is an R rated film, attendance of young children  is strongly discouraged 
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MY INITATION INTO KIOWA POLITICS AND  

THE DRAFTING OF A CONSTITUTION FOR THE-

KIOWA TRIBE OF OKLAHOMA 

   __________________________________________________________________ 

By Everett Rhoades, MD 

In early September, 1966  I completed a five 

year tour as Medical Officer at Wilford Hall 

USAF Hospital in Lackland Air Force Base, 

Texas and returned to the University of Ok-

lahoma College of Medicine as a Professor 

of Medicine.  A month later, the newly ap-

pointed Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 

Robert L Bennett met with tribal representa-

tives at a downtown meeting in Oklahoma 

City.  I thought it would be informative to 

attend this meeting and it was.  But more 

significantly, a chance meeting there led me 

directly into Kiowa tribal affairs.  Vincent 

Bointy and Dennis Belindo were present 

and attended a presentation I made.  As we 

were departing for the afternoon, Mr. 

Bointy asked if I would be interested in 

working on Kiowa affairs.  I of course im-

mediately said that I would be happy to do 

so.   

In 1961, the Comanche Tribe withdrew 

from the old Kiowa, Comanche and Apache 

(KCA) Business Committee and established 

their own government.  This terminated the 

KCA organization and for five years the 

Kiowa and Apache Tribes were without a 

government.  It was time to seek a way to 

correct this so the three of us set out to at-

tempt to set up a governing mechanism for 

the Kiowa Tribe.  The first step was drafting 

a constitution for the Tribe.    With no re-

sources and not too sure how to proceed, we 

made individual visits to senior and respect-

ed tribal members, especially those who had 

been involved with the previous KCA Busi-

ness Committee and who had demonstrated 

an active interest in tribal affairs over a peri-

od of years.  The response was quite favora-

ble and we were encouraged to continue.   

We compiled a list of individuals who 

agreed to meet informally and begin draft-

ing a tribal constitution.   We had no partic-

ular authority to do this but anticipated that 

at some time a draft constitution would be 

presented to the Tribe for adoption or rejec-

tion.  Those forming a task group to accom-

plish this included the following:   

Vincent Bointy, Everett Rhoades, Dennis 

Belindo, Gerald Reid, Joel Sahmaunt, James 

Auchiah, James Twohatchet, Spencer 

Queton, Harry Tonemah, Rev. Linn 

Pauahty, William Quoetone, Charles 

Toyebo, Rev.George Kauedauty , Yale 

Spottedbird...I have probably forgotten one 

or two participants.  I believe I am the last 

surviving member of this group.  A series of 

evening meetings were held in the Agency 

conference room made available for various 

tribal conferences and meetings.  At that 

time the Tribe possessed no administrative 

support of any kind; no office, no clerical  

assistance, no equipment.  This informal 

group turned out to be unusually cohesive 

and functional.  In retrospect, I believe it 

served the Tribe very well.   

The task before us was to have the Tribe 

adopt a constitution as we judged that it 

should be done as soon as possible.  We also 

were of the opinion that adoption would be 

most assured if a relatively basic constitution 

that avoided too radical a departure from 

customary practices were presented.  The 

group concluded that a new government re-

sembling the former KCA Business Commit-

tee in some aspects would stand the best 

chance of ready adoption.  A “basic” consti-

tution, setting up a governance, once in place 

could be amended as necessary.   

Even drawing up a “basic” constitution re-

quired resolving a long list of questions, 

some of profound importance and others 

more prosaic but nevertheless necessary to be 

addressed.  For example, the group spent a 

great deal of time discussing the question, 

“What is a constitution”?     

In keeping with the decision to avoid too 

radical a departure, the group avoided estab-

lishment of a three part government consist-

ing of an executive, legislative and judicial 

branch.   After much discussion the group 

chose to retain as much as possible the long 

standing “general council” and how it might 

function under the pressures of “modern” 

times.  To address this need, a Kiowa Indian 

Council (KIC) was established consisting of 

all adult members of the Tribe.  However, it 

was acknowledged that the former way of 

making decisions by a group of adults attend-

ing a meeting (i.e. general council) was no 

longer a suitable mechanism for day to day 

tribal business affairs.  The only practical 

way that the entire KIC could render deci-

sions was through secret balloting at local 

polling locations, with a provision for absen-

tee balloting.    

Yet it was thought important to retain some 

aspects of the former general council.  It was 

decided that semi-annual meetings of the 

KIC would be held to make certain decisions, 

such as budgeting, expenditure of funds, and 

deciding what questions would appear on a 

ballot to be presented to the entire KIC.  The 

mechanism chosen for placing questions on 

the ballot was as follows:  At a convened 

meeting of the KIC, questions would be sub-

mitted for discussion following which a 

vote of those in attendance would be made 

and questions approved by the majority in 

attendance would be placed on a ballot for 

vote by the “full” KIC.   

Having such an assembly was also thought to 

provide some protection against a KBC exer-

cising too great authority.   

In regard to this latter point, I was surprised 

that the group was so emphatic in drafting a 

constitution designed specifically to limit the 

powers of elected officials, especially the 

Chairman.  The resulting two year term of 

office with only one successive term without a 

break had the unfortunate effect of creating 

continual instability of the KBC.   

For day to day affairs, some representative 

body was needed.  For this purpose the group 

again chose to follow fairly closely the cus-

tomary way of doing business and created a 

Kiowa Business Committee (KBC).                                                             

The net result of all these deliberations was 

that, in effect, a three part organization was 

created:  1) a KIC, consisting of all the adult 

members of the tribe; 2) a local assembly of 

the KIC to decide certain prescribed matters (a 

holdover of the former general council) and 3) 

a KBC to exercise certain authorities and to 

operate the government on a “day to day” ba-

sis.   

One of the most profound questions addressed 

was tribal membership, particularly how to 

deal with the vexing question of Kiowa mem-

bers who were of “captive” descent.  Prior to 

the constitution, this matter was often a point 

of bitter conflict.  An ingenious solution was 

suggested by Charles Toyebo:  any individual 

possessing any degree of Kiowa blood who 

received an allotment would be considered to 

be 4/4 degree Kiowa.  This was a courageous 

position at the time.  It was readily adopted 

and, at least to a large extent, ultimately laid to 

rest a very troublesome matter.  As is some-

times the case, the solution had an unintended 

consequence: one sibling of a family might 

have received an allotment and another sibling 

not.  Questions of degree of Kiowa blood, 

membership in the Tribe, and eligibility for 

certain services remain difficult subjects and 

will likely continue to be so for some time.     

Not surprisingly, a great deal of time was de-

voted to finding a mechanism for resolving 

disputes.  The question of establishing a tribal 

court system was considered and set aside in 

favor of establishing a Kiowa Hearing Board 

(KHB) consisting of senior appointed individ-

uals whose judgments would be considered to 

be final.  There is no question but that the 

KHB was intended to be “the Kiowa supreme 

court”.  However, ultimate jurisdiction re-

mained with the KIC.  This division of powers 

has proved to be somewhat problematic.  Al-

so, notwithstanding that the KHB was to be 

appointed by the KBC, in no way was the 

KHB to be subservient to the KBC.  However, 

this sometimes proved to be rather difficult in 

later practice.    

It was recognized that a serious concern was 

the lack was some method of enforcement of 

decisions.  However, no satisfactory conclu-

sion was reached.  The only mechanism avail-

able for enforcement turned out to be im-

peachment, or recall, of individuals found to 

be in some form of deficiency.  Experience 

has shown that recall is not always a satisfac-

tory solution to the question of enforcement 

and this question too continues to be a chal-

lenge.   

An important milestone for the Tribe was a 

general council meeting held at Carnegie July 

29, 1967.  Those attending elected an “Interim 

Business Committee” to further the work of 

the constitution group but to also attend to a 

growing number of issues and programs that 

required attention.  The Interim Business 

Committee was to serve until a constitution 

was adopted.  The following members were 

chosen:  Vincent Bointy was elected Chair-

man, Rev. Guy Quoetone was elected Vice-

Chairman; other members were myself, Den-

nis Belindo, Gerald Reid and Kenneth An-

quoe.  I found myself part of an official body, 

a situation far beyond my earlier expectations. 

The Interim Business Committee had many 

pressing matters to address, again with no  

funds with which to conduct business.  We  

had no office, no office equipment, not even 

a clerk.   Yet many matters involving the 

Bureau of Indian Affairs, the Indian Health 

Service, and many other agencies required 

continuing attention, to say nothing of pend-

ing KCA cases before the Indian Claims 

Commission (the name escapes me at the 

moment, it may have been the Indian Court 

of Claims).  However, the primary effort re-

mained the completion of a draft constitution 

to be presented to the general council for 

adoption or rejection.   We were not really 

surprised that the first effort at adoption 

failed on December 9, 1967; we had antici-

pated that such an important step might not 

be taken the first time the draft was present-

ed.   Charles Toyebo was asked to take on the 

responsibility of improving the constitution 

and re-submit it for adoption.  He selected a 

small group to carry this out and finally on 

May 23, 1970 the Tribe adopted a constitu-

tion by a vote of 484 for and 253 against.  

This too has to be among the major mile-

stones of the history of the Kiowa Tribe. 

One still hears from time to time the remark, 

“The constitution is only a ‘BIA’ constitu-

tion”.   This does serious injustice to the 

work and deliberations by the group of tribal 

seniors who labored to establish a govern-

ment for the Tribe.  Mrs. Betty Bell, an ex-

pert on tribal governments in the BIA, , never 

attempted to influence decisions about the 

content of the document.   She provided valu-

able information as to how other tribes had 

developed their own constitutions and re-

sponded to questions related to the mecha-

nism of securing Secretarial approval.  It 

would have been irresponsible not to have 

taken advantage of her expertise.  The form 

and substance of the constitution were the 

result of extensive discussion by the task 

group meeting in many long sessions.  Deci-

sions were largely strategic, intended to help 

ensure adoption of the first Kiowa constitu-

tion.  The substance of the document was a 

great departure from any previous arrange-

ment, and free of any BIA influence.     

It was striking that this group of volunteers, 

each with their own ideas and perceptions of 

governance, conducted the many discussions 

in an air of collaboration and respect for indi-

vidual views.  Attendance was impressive 

throughout all the proceedings.  It worked 

remarkably well.  It is important to point out 

that the one individual who deserves the most 

credit for all this work, resulting in a consti-

tution and a government for the Tribe, is Mr. 

Vincent Bointy.  He began the process and 

managed it to successful completion. 

The constitution resolved several profound 

questions and proved to be successful in get-

ting a tribal government underway.   All 

those who worked on the constitution recog-

nized that the document submitted for ap-

proval was not perfect.   Still, it provided 

governance of the Tribe for more than forty 

years and laid a basis for future modifications 

and improvements when thought to be neces-

sary. 

Assisting in the development of a constitu-

tion and working to seek its adoption 

were exceptionally rewarding, especially as 

an initiation into one of the most important 

and fascinating activities anyone might wish 

for.  This intense experience with tribal el-

ders and the subsequent almost ten years I 

was privileged to serve on the KBC proved 

to be invaluable when I was later called upon 

to deal with the hundreds of tribal govern-

ments throughout the country.   My gratitude 

and respect for the individuals involved has 

only grown during the intervening almost 

fifty years.   

 

 

 .org 
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                                         KIOWA  LEGISLATURE NEWS 

All District Legislators can be 
reached by calling the Legislative 
office at 580-654-6338. Extensions 
are listed below. The Districts 
with no official representative will 
be covered by Legislators Renee 
Plata, Dave Geimausaddle, and 
Ron Poolaw. 
 
Cell Phone Numbers: 
Renee Plata- 580-574-9338 
Dave Geimausaddle:  
580 574-1486 
 
 
Office Numbers: 
 
District 1-No Official Rep. 
 
District 2-Rhonda Ahhaitty 
Ext. 6381 
 
District 3-No Official Rep 
 
District 4-No Official Rep 
 
District 5-Anita Onco Johnson 
Ext. 6373 
 
District 6-Ben Wolf 
Ext.6338 
 
District 7-Modina Waters 
Ext. 6338 
 

       Job Vacancies 

Please visit the Kiowa Tribe website at: 
www.kiowatribe.org/job-vacancies.html to view or 
download job announcements, download fillable job 
application forms, and obtain information on how to 
apply or contact the Human Resources Department at 
(580) 654-6317 or 6335. 
 
The Kiowa Tribe also accepts applications and main-
tains an applicant database for temporary hiring consid-
eration open continuous for the following types of posi-
tions: 
 
Clerical positions 
Custodian 
Laborers 
Maintenance Worker 
School Bus Drivers  
Security Guard  
Transit Drivers 
Teachers 
Teacher Aides 
 
 
          

                                     FEATURED VACANCY: 

          Head Start Bus Driver/Custodian 

   Anadarko District Meets 
A recent District #1 community meeting was 
held at the Kiowa Housing Authority in Ana-
darko, OK. 
Hosted by Legislators Ron Poolaw and Dave 
Geimausaddle, 18 Kiowa Tribal members had 
questions about issues and resolutions an-
swered by the Legislators and Kiowa Indian 
Council Coordinator, Davetta Geimausaddle.  
More meetings in all Districts are planned 
leading up to the KIC meeting on April 7, 
2018.  
      
———————————————- 

      District #2 Meeting 
 
The Kiowa Legislature has announced that 
there will be a District #2 Community meeting 
on Saturday, March 10, 2018, from 1pm to 
3pm. The event will be held at the Elder Cen-
ter at the Kiowa Complex in Carnegie, OK. It 
will be hosted by District #2 Legislator, Rhon-
da Ahhaitty. 
For more information regarding the meeting 
contact the Kiowa Legislature Office at 580-
654-6338. 
 
 

The Following Resolutions are the most recent proposed by the Kiowa Legislature. Others are available for 
viewing on the Kiowa Tribal website kiowatribe.org. Under the Government tab, click on Legislative. 

 
The Kiowa Legislature holds monthly meetings every second Saturday of every month in accordance with the Kiowa 
Constitution. Each meeting will begin at 9am at a designated location which will be advertised in local publications and 
the Tribal website www.kiowatribe.org 

              HUMAN RESOURCES  
                  (580) 654-6317 or (580) 654-6335 

       ——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

http://www.kiowatribe.org/job-vacancies.html
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 OBITUARIES 

Samuel Franklin White Sr, is the name 
on the birth certificate, but to the people 
who knew and loved him, he was Sam-
my or “Tone-Kei”(which means coming 
out of the water) Tone-Kei passed on 
into another world February 13, 2018 to 
meet his wife Bunny White, two of his 
children Frank yellowman White, Debra 
emkoyetie Starr, brothers George, Lee, 
elmer and evelyn and grandson James 
lee. He is survived by his beloved kids: 
Derek, Kevin, Sammy grandchildren 
Kathryn, and simean, along with his 
brothers/great grandchildren, tone-
kei,keenai daniel and maddlynn that he 
surrounded himself by.  
Tone-kei of anadarko ,Oklahoma was 
born on April 5 1930 in anadarko to 
Boyd h and emkoyetie (Coco) white. He 
attend and graduate from chilocco Indian 
School near ponca city. He then attend 
central state University in Edmond okla. 
He met Vinita a. Jackson and they mar-
ried in 1950. He served our country 
proudly with the u.s. marine Corp during 
Korean conflict. Tone-kei was a member 
of the Kiowa tribe  
Tone-Kei was a storyteller because he 
wanted the beautiful Indian fables to 
continue to live forever. He made his life 
a journey of telling the stories to every-
one who would listen. He did not have to 
go far to be asked, because everyone 
who met him wanted to hear every word 
he said. He had a charm and grace about 
him with immense magnitude. He made 
everyone feel special. Most people who 
ever met him have a personalized story 
of an interaction with him that left an 
indelible mark in their lives. He made 
people feel good. He also was profound 
with humor. He is renown for how silly, 
lighthearted and quick-witted he was. He 
just made people smile. Tone-Kei want-
ed to lift people up everywhere he went, 
and he went far. 
Tone-Kei was an advocate for people his 
entire life. He has been the mouth piece 
for Indians through the platforms of ac-
tivists groups, writing multiple columns, 
3 radio, and he had his own television 
show. In 2011, Tone-Kei had his soul 
revealing biography written to tell the 
world that Indians are indigenous people, 
sovereign nations that “must be visible 
members.” In it he also shared his 
folktales, and heart stories of a life well 
lived.  
The powwow world was Tone-Kei’s 
world. He was the gatherer of nations. 
He was in the center of many circle of 
friends asking Indians to “never separate 
from each other and their cultures.” He 
emceed powwows up into his last years 
leading the laughs, dances, and songs.  
To many who looked up to him as an 
inspirational Indian elder, a person who 
will always be celebrated as the voice for 
his people, they will miss his vibrancy 
for life, but his work will not be forgot-
ten. It will be remembered through his 
children, and for all of us who call him 
grandpa 
“You, all of you are a very special part of 
a great universal plan, and you are a soul 
living on Mother Earth and in your body 
you are here to perform a certain task 
that only you can do. To illustrate more 
of what I am trying to say; if I took one 
cup of water from the ocean, all the wa-
ter of the world would have to move over 
to fill a gap. You are important; the 
world would not be the same without 
you. There is no goodbye in Kiowa. 
Aho!” 
I have spoken! - Tone-Kei  

Alfred Ray Kopepassah, 58, of Lawton, 
Oklahoma passed away on Friday, Feb-
ruary 2, 2018 with his loved ones by his 
side. He was born to Alfred H. Ko-
pepassah and Aileen Marie Tanequodle 
Kopepassah on July 23, 1959 in Law-
ton, Oklahoma. He was a member of the 
JROTC at MacArthur High School until 
he dropped out to join the US Navy. 
After joining the Navy, he went on to 
get his GED. Alfred spent 14 years in 
the Navy until he was honorably dis-
charged in 1990. He met and married 
Michelle Douglas on January 29, 1994 
in San Diego, California and had two 
children. In 1999, Alfred moved back to 
Oklahoma with his family and found 
employment at the Lawton Indian Hos-
pital, where he worked until his passing. 
He loved to laugh and spend time with 
his family. Alfred will be greatly missed 
by all who knew and loved him. 
Alfred is survived by: his wife Michelle 
Daughter: Katrina Aileen  
Son: Jonathan Ray  
Brothers: Tommy Kopepassah and Vic-
tor Kopepassah 
Sister: Clarice Kopepassah Trujillo 
Preceded in death: his parents, infant 
brother and sister: Aaron Kopepassah, 
Vera Kopepassah; paternal grandpar-
ents: Moses Kopepassah and Sophie 
Bertha Akoneto; maternal grandparents: 
Carleton Tanequodle and Mary Dome-
bo; uncles: Lelbert Kopepassah Sr, Ray-
mond Kopepassah, Lance Kopepassah, 
Paul Tanequodle, Nelson Tanequodle, 
and sister Diane Kopepassah Lowe; 
aunts: Leona Kopepassah Kent, Myrtle 
Tanequodle Brown.  

Iva Rose Hawzipta-Taylor Hunter, 98 
years young, member of the Kiowa 
Tribe, Kiowa Name: A-Oie-On-Mah. 
Meaning “She’s Coming Back,” 
walked into the Heavenly Kingdom the 
morning of February 1, 2018 at 6:18 
am., with her loved ones at her side. 
Iva was born on April 19, 1919 to Joe 
and Lucille (Hawzipta) Taylor in Ana-
darko, Oklahoma.  
She attended Riverside Indian School 
and graduating from the very first class 
in 1939. She was recognized for being 
in the very first graduating class of 
Riverside, where she learned many life 
values. She was very proud of her edu-
cation. After graduating high school, 
she went on to college in Chickasha, 
where she, received her Associates 
from: The Oklahoma Industrial Insti-
tute and College for Girls (OIICG), 
which is known today as USAO. She 
also attended Haskell Institute in Law-
rence, KS. After school, Iva became 
the first chef in Anadarko and cooked 
at many restaurants in the area such as 
Service Café, White Dot, Mint Grill, 
Black Beaver and many others. 
She was a member of Ware’s Chapel, 
Hog Creek, OK; where she attended 
along with her children and grandchil-
dren for many years. She was a Chris-
tian lady who enjoyed church, gospel 
singing, and tribal hymn singing. 
She married Richard Hunter Sr. in 
1942 and made her home in Anadarko. 
Her home place was south of Apache 
Y where she helped raise her siblings 
and many Riverside kids. One of her 
favorites she always talked about was 
Donna Jean Tsatoke. 
She was very proud mother who loved 
supporting her sons who served in the 
military. Michael Hunter U.S. Navy 
and three sons who all served in Vi-
etnam: James (Jackie) Hunter USMC, 
the late Dennis Hunter US Army, and 
the late Leon Porky Hunter USMC. 
She was a member the Kiowa War 
Mothers, Kiowa Black Leggings Aux-
iliary, and supporter of the Vietnam 
Veterans Association.  
Iva was 98 years old, and a very proud 
member of the Kiowa Tribe of Oklaho-
ma.  
She is survived by: 4 daughters, Kerol 
Ware of Anadarko, Oklahoma Gayla 
Sue Ahtone of Ardmore, Oklahoma 
Judith A. Hunter of Anadarko, Oklaho-
ma Karla Forbes of Mobile, Alabama 4 
sons: James “Jackie” Hunter of Okla-
homa City, Oklahoma Terry L. Hunter 
of Anadarko, Oklahoma Michael 
Hunter of Edmond, Oklahoma Robert 
Alexander of Maryland. 1 sister: 
Mattie Botone of Anadarko 
 

as she could make and she loved the 
casino. 
She is survived by her best friend of 
many years, Caroline Wooster of Ana-
darko; her children LaCretia Toppah 
and Russell Toppah of Tulsa, OK; Car-
men Toppah Brown of Chickasha, OK; 
Damon Toppah of Tulsa, OK; and 
Leah Toppah Park of Moore, OK. Her 
sisters Ernie Kay Moore Bass of Ana-
darko, OK; Frances LaDonne of Vir-
ginia Beach, VA; Cheryl McDaniels of 
Shawnee, OK and her brothers 
Creighton Moore of Wichita, KS; 
Wayne Moore of Okmulgee, OK, and 
Alvin Moore. She has 15 grandchildren 
and 6 great-grand babies. 
She is proceeded in death by her 
grandparents, the late Cheevers and 
Esther (Lonewolf) Toppah, her mother 
Ruth Toppah Moore, her sisters Eliza-
beth Couklin and Renora Moore; 2 
nephews Eli James Moore and Michael 
Ray Moore. 
 

___________________________________
_ 

 

   ________________________________ 

     ______________________________ 

    ___________________________________ 

Grandchildren: 49  Great-Grandchildren: 
132  Great-Great Grandchildren: 47  
Preceded in death by: 
Husband: Richard M. Hunter Daughter: Te-
resa Hunter 
3 Sons: Dennis Hunter; Richard “Dicky” 
Hunter; Leon “Porky” Hunter 
2 Sisters: Ruth Tingley and Bessie 
Cytrzewski 
4 Brothers: Sean Taylor, Robert Taylor, Per-
shing Taylor and James Taylor 
Mother: Lucille Hawzipta Father: Joe Tay-
lor  

Patricia "Patty" Kodaseet Burgess, 70, an 

enrolled member of the Kiowa Tribe, joined 

her anscestors on Monday February 5, 2018. 

Patty was born December 29, 1948 at the 

Lawton Indian Hospital to Frank and  Lillie 

"Nina" Kodaseet. The youngest of eight 

children. She passed away at St. Anthony's 

Hospital surrounded by her family.          

She attended schools in Anadarko and after 

graduation she attended Warner State Col-

lege in Warner, Oklahoma. She met and 

married Rudolph Harrison and they made 

their home in Moore, Oklahoma.  Patty has 

always been a caring person and she began 

working in a nursing home in Moore to help 

support their family. Caring for the sick and 

elderly was her life's calling and she made 

this her main career through out the years. If 

she was not working for a nursing home she 

worked as a private duty nurse helping 

many patients in the Anadarko area.         

Following the death of her first husband she 

raised her children as a single mother for 

many  years until she married Charles Bur-

gess.  They were united in marriage but sad-

ly Charles also  passed  away.             She is 

survived by her children: Eldon "Queets" 

Beard and wife Deede, Elizabeth "Libby" 

Kaulaity and Lillie Harrison       Her 12 

grandchildren: Sebastian Thompson, Rudee 

Beard, Alissa Kaulaity, Kourtni Mann, Hai-

ley Kaulaity, Myles Kaulaity, Brayvan Del-

gado, Kylie DeVaughn, Ezekiel DeVaughn, 

Gracie DeVaughn, Nathaniel Flute and Pa-

tricia Haag. Four great grandchildren and 

brother Gary Kodaseet and his wife Frances 

of Anadarko. Her sisters Charlene Bolinsky 

of Mahanoy City, Pennsylvania, Mary 

Carter of Mustang, Oklahoma, Marilyn 

Bread of Elgin, Oklahoma. She is preceded 

in death by her parents, a sister Catherine 

and brothers Gilbert "Gibby" Kodaseet and 

Edward Harrison Kodaseet.    Her services 

were held at Grace Fellowship Church with 

Rev. Ted Mercer and Rev. Alvin Deer pre-

siding.  Burial was at Memory Lane Ana-

darko, Oklahoma.     

Obituaries, for posting in the Kio-
wa News, may be submitted to  
news@kiowatribe.org or 
pr@kiowatribe.org.  
You may also call 580-654-2300 ext. 
6386 

____________________________________ 

Esther Jean Toppah was born to Ruth 
Toppah and Bill Daukei and made her 
shining appearance to the world on the 
23rd of September in 1946. Esther Jean, 
lovingly referred to as “ET”, spent her 
final moments surrounded by many 
loved ones, passing peacefully Sunday 
February 4, 2018.  
She graduated from Carnegie High 
School May 21, 1967 and then traveled 
to San Jose to attend school for business 
and cosmetology. 
When Esther returned to Oklahoma, she 
made Anadarko her home. There she 
spent several years working at the 
Washita Valley Head Start as a teach-
er’s aide. Later as her children grew and 
moved to the Tulsa area, ET followed to 
be closer to them and her grandchildren. 
There she worked in manufacturing and 
eventually returned to child care, where 
she later retired. 
Esther’s world revolved around her ba-
bies, grandbabies, and great-
grandbabies. She always had an open 
door and everyone was welcomed into 
her home. She has helped to raise many 
nieces, nephews, and grandchildren, as 
well as many other young souls who 
needed a loving home. She spent her 
free time attending as many pow wows  

Jimmy Eugene Lewis (Twohatchet), 55, of 
Bethany, Okla., went to his heavenly home 
on Monday Feb. 26, 2018, in Amarillo, Tex-
as.  

     __________________________________ 
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The North Texas Junior College Athlet-
ic Conference has announced the Base-
ball Players of the Week for the week of 
Feb. 11-17.                           One of the 
honored athletes is Kiowa Tribal mem-
ber, David Pewenofkit of Vernon Col-
lege.                                   Pewenofkit, a 
sophomore first baseman from Wichita 
Falls, TX had a .538 batting average for 
the week with 2 home runs, 6 RBIs, 3 
runs scored and 3 walks. He also had a 
slugging percentage of 1.000. David is 
the son of Kiowa Election Commission 
Chairman Burnett Pewenofkit. 

     ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

On Wednesday, February 14th at the Department of Interior (DOI) office  Chairman Matt Komalty, Vice Chairman Charles 
Eisenberg, and Kiowa Legislator District 7 Modina Waters met with John Tahsuda, Acting Deputy Director, (DOI).  A Kio-
wa flag was presented and will hang for the first time with other tribal flags that line the hallway near Director Tahsuda's 
office. The Kiowa Officials were attending the NCAI meeting in Washington, D.C. 

NTJCAC Baseball Player                
of the Week (Feb. 11-17) 

My  name is Alyssa Granado. I am 
the 17 year old daughter of Ramon 
and Jeanie Granado. I am the grand-
daughter of Vernola Hainta Pruitt of 
aCarnegie, OK. My paternal grand-
parents are Ramon Granado, Sr. of 
Dallas, TX and Maria Yzagguire of 
Claremore, OK. My great grandpar-
ents are the late Taft and Mattie 
(Daugomah) Hainta. I am from the 
Satepauhoodle, Daugomah and 
Tanedoah families. I have three older 
brothers, Jacob, Joseph, and Ramon 
III. 
I am currently a junior at Carnegie 
High School, Carnegie, OK. I am a 
member of the Carnegie Native 
American Indian Heritage Club. I 
previously attended Verdigris 
Schools, Verdigris, OK; where I was 
a cheerleader and also the manager 
for high school boys’ basketball team. 
I player soccer, basketball, volleyball, 
softball, and track. 
I was the 2066/2007  Jr. Miss Indian 
Ft. Sill and the 2007/2008 Little Miss 
Indian Lawton/Ft. Sill. 
I am running for the Kiowa Tribal 
Princess to honor my family ances-
tors, Kiowa people, and the future 
generation. Not only am I doing this 
for my family and Kiowa people; I’m 
doing it because I love the presence 
that’s out in the arena. When I am 
dancing, I feel and see the fallen el-
ders dancing among me. I love that I 
am Kiowa. I wouldn’t want to be any 

other tribe that God planned for me to be.  
I am very proud of my Kiowa people and respect the culture and values that our 
Kiowa people hold 

Recently, University of 
Oklahoma’s Architecture 
and Historical offices visit-
ed Indian City in Ana-
darko OK to document the 
areas of architecture and 
tourism.  
Structures, on the Kiowa 
owned property, due to 
settling problems and ter-
mite damage, has severe 
issues that will ultimately 
result in demolition of the 
main visitor center. 
The building was designed 
and built by OU students 
from “The American 
School” era. 
In the 1950s and 60s many 
architecture school adopt-
ed the classical architec-
ture of Greece or Rome. 
Some schools followed 
more of an abstract design. 
The OU school chose to 
use the more original and 
authentically “American” 
design. That design was 
used for Indian City, USA, 
in 1958. 
On the trip, Architect, 
Ronald H. Frantz, Associ-
ate Professor, was accom-
panied by a very interested 
student and faculty ensem-
ble. The group was  

Results into the explora-
tion of the grant will be  
forthcoming. Design plan 
influence may once again 
come from the University. 
The group was not only 
shown the visitor center 
and the area that was once 
the museum, they also opt-
ed to tour the lower area 
behind the main building. 
That is the area that in-
cluded exhibits from other 
area tribes. They also 
walked trails to various 
Tribal sites. Frantz said 
that a future trip may be 
necessary to cover every-
thing. 
Said Franz, “Our group 
really, really enjoyed this 
road trip.  We very much 
appreciate your time, your 
tour, and your storytell-
ing.  What a rich experi-
ence today for all of us!”  

                                OU Team Visits Indian City 

Pictured Folasayo Salami-Nigeria, Amy Hosteter-Austin, TX, Goutam Vella-
India, Ron Franz-Professor, Jennifer Bailey- Tax Program Coordinator and 
Historic Preservation Specialist, and David Chunn-Historian/Survey Coordina-
tor. Also pictured is Kiowa Security Rachel Foster. 

represented by members 
from all over the world. 
Nigeria, India, Italy were 
represented, as well as 
Texas, Alabama, and Ar-
kansas. 
The purpose of their visit 
was to view the current  

structure, envision what it 
once was, and foresee 
what it can be in the fu-
ture.Although the Indian 
City, as everyone once 
knew it, is long gone, there 
is possible good news 
waiting in the wings. 

Jennifer Bailey, Tax Pro-
gram Coordinator and 
Historic Preservation 
Specialist, said that a Re-
vitalization Grant may be 
on the way to help build a 
new structure soon after 
the demolition of the old. 

   KIOWA PRINCESS  
  ELECTION WILL BE  
     ON APRIL 28TH 

-—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 

The 2018 Kiowa Tribal 
Election Powwow will be 
on Saturday April 28,2018 
in Red Buffalo Hall in Car-
negie, OK. Voting will be 
from 10am to 6pm. 
The MC for the event will 
be Vernon “Cy” Ahtone, 
Head Singer-Jeff Toehay, 
Head Man Dancer-Bruce 
Neconie, Head Lady 
Dancer-Stephanie Hamil-
ton. 
The Co-Hosts are the 
Carnegie Victory Club and 
the Kiowa Tia-Piah Socie-
ty. 
There is an invitation to all 
Kiowa organizations and 
princesses. 
There will be Gourd Danc-
ing from 2 till 5, Dinner at 
5pm and at 6pm Oh-Ho-
Mah. 
The 2018 Princess will be 
announced during the 
evening program. 
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    Did You Know… 
            By Staff Writer Dianna Hadley 

   AVT Student of the Month 

Ricky Eaves, Jr. is this months AVT 
Student of the Month. Ricky is from 
Carnegie OK and he studied Heating, 
Ventilation, and Air Conditioning at 
Caddo Kiowa Technology Center in 
Fort Cobb. He is set to finish his 
course of study in May, 2018 
Ricky’s goals are to learn all he can. 
He has been thinking of changing his 
career focus towards Criminal Justice 
and is currently looking into courses, 
pertaining to that career path, at Great 
Plains Technology Center  
His Grandmother is from the Lonebear 
family and his Grandfather is of the 
Tsonetokoy family. 
The Kiowa Tribe Adult Vocational 
Training Program has provided help 
since August 8, 2017.  

Arthur Daugomah is from Pawnee, 

OK and attended Pawnee High School. 

His mother was the late Catherine 

“Junie” Nuttle and his father was the 

late Arthur Daugomah. He has 2 boys, 

Lucas and Caleb. He enjoys spending 

time at home with his family. He has 

been active as a coach in little league 

baseball and youth football. He  

Did you know that the Kiowas have a story about 

the stars or a constellation that is still visible to-

day? Presently the cluster of stars is called Pleia-

des which consist of seven stars; the Kiowa peo-

ple call this cluster ‘star girls’ because of the 

folktale about young girls getting placed in the 

sky for their safety.                                           

The story of the star sisters comes from the myth 

of the Bear Lodge, present day named Devil’s 

Tower located near Hulett and Sundance in 

Crook County, Wyoming. There are different 

versions of this story among several tribes in-

cluding the Lakota, Sioux, and Cheyenne. The 

Kiowas have passed this story down through the 

generations; some of the details have been lost or 

changed due the vanishing memory of how it was 

once told. No matter which version they all have 

similarities; this is the short version that I re-

member being told during my childhood.            

A group of young Kiowa girls that were playing 

outside the camp when they decided to play a 

game called ‘The Bear and the Fruit’.  This game 

was played by the girls attempting to pick grapes 

and plums while the bear would guard the fruit 

and chase the girls away. To start the game, the 

girls selected Ma-tan-yal (the liveliest and merri-

est of the group) to play the bear. Ma-tan-yal was 

reluctant to play the part because she belonged to 

the Bear Cult Society and it was a bad omen for 

anyone of the society to play a bear. The girls 

however insisted and she eventually gave in and 

agreed to play the part. As the game was played 

Ma-tan-yal began to grow fur, claws, and teeth 

during each round/chase. By the fourth round of 

the game, she had fully transformed into a real 

bear and the girls screamed in panic and tried to 

escape by scattering toward the camp and hills 

nearby. All but two (some say one or more) girls 

remained and tried to hide. Terrified of the bear 

finding them, they began to pray and heard a 

voice from a rock. It said “I am small and it may 

not appear that I could be of any protection, but 

if you will circle me four times and then stand on 

top of me, I will see what I can do.” They did as 

the rock requested, to their surprise the rock’s 

base widen and began to protrude upward. Upon 

spotting them the bear began to charge toward 

them and attempted to use its weight to tip over 

the rock; the structure did not move which made 

the bear angry. Several attempts were made by 

the bear to climb the rock until it eventually gave 

up. The voice from the rock said that it was 

afraid to let them back down for fear that the bear 

will seek them out again. The spirit told the girls 

that it will take them to a place where they will 

always be safe, it placed them in the sky and the 

girls became stars (the star sisters).                   

The very stars that are told in the story are still 

visible in this present day; they are especially 

visible at night by the Devil’s Tower (or Bear 

Lodge). An interesting fact I discovered during 

my research is of the deep groves alongside the 

giant rock which supports the telling of the bear 

making its scratch marks in the attempt to climb. 

Another fact to consider is that the location of the 

tower is within an area that the Kiowa were 

known to travel along during the migration days 

of following the buffalo.                                   

The belief in this myth is entirely up to the indi-

vidual themselves; however, there is no deny that 

the Devil’s tower is the most unique among the 

surrounding hills/mountains. Thanks to the sto-

ries being told, the site has become a tourist at-

traction. There are many pictures of the tower 

and the stars but I think the best view would 

come from being there live in person, might be 

worth the trip. 

currently attends Pawnee Nation  
College and majors in American 
Indian Studies with an emphasis in 
Journalism. Arthur currently has a 
4.0 cumulative grade point average. 
He plans on earning a degree in 
Journalism and hopes to one day to 
be a sports writer and cover the Big 
12!  
The KHEGP has funded Arthur’s 
education for 2 semesters now. Ar-
thur states, “With funding through 
KHEGP I have been able to obtain a 
dependable vehicle and pay for child 
care, two of my biggest concerns as 
a student this semester as I have re-
cently welcomed my son Lucas into 
the world.” He adds, “It is an honor 
to be selected as KHEGP Student of 
the Month. I would like to thank the 
people at KHEGP for working with 
me. I would also like to thank the 
staff at Pawnee Nation College and 
the staff at Bacone College in Mus-
kogee. I can't say it enough. Without 
you guys I wouldn't be where I am 
today...Aho.” 

        RED BUFFALO HALL  
                  EVENTS 
 
Mar. 10-Kiowa Apache Black 
               Feet Society PowWow 
Apr. 7-KIC Meeting 
 
Apr. 7-Kiowa Gourd Clan 
            Benefit PowWow 
Apr. 28-Kiowa Princess  
              Election 
Apr. 29-Honors Powwow for  
             Renora Corriveau 

              Kiowa Higher Education 
               Student Of The Month 

    ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Apple-Cherry Cinnamon Oatmeal 

Makes: 2 servings 

Ingredients 

1 cup water 

1/4 cup apple-cherry juice 

1 small apple (peeled, center removed, and chopped) 

2/3 cup old fashioned oatmeal 

1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 

1 cup 1% low-fat milk 

Directions 

1. Combine water, apple-cherry juice and apple in a small saucepan. 

2. Bring to a boil over high heat; stir in the oatmeal and cinnamon. 

3. Return to a boil over high heat; stir in the oatmeal and cinnamon. 

4. Spoon oatmeal into 2 bowls. Pour 1/2 cup milk over each serving.      
 
———————-Recipes submitted monthly by Will Brown, Director, Kiowa Food Distribution.———————-

G.O.N.A 

3-Day Community Event 
At the Iscani Gymnasium, Anadarko, OK 
March 22-24, 2018 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.                    

The G.O.N.A event is focused on increasing the strengths of our community through healing  
from the past and building toward the future. 

Belonging 

Mastery 

Interdependence  

Generosity 

Gathering 

Of 

Native 

Americans 

Open to All Members of the Community 
Door Prizes, Singing, Dancing, Games and Crafts.  Lunch 

will be provided. 
Sponsored by Kiowa Teen Suicide Prevention, RISE Program and Anadarko IHC MSPI 

For more information please contact  
Glenn Beaver 580-654-6357  or  Phyllis Bohanan 580-654-6363 

 


