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Svitak Sworn in for District #4 Duty 
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Museum Welcomes New Exhibit 

 

The music takes over, 

as Cecil Gray and Na-

tive Blues perform at 

the Kiowa Elders Day 

event in Carnegie. 

Above Tulsa Elders 

enjoy a catered meal at 

Hard Rock Hotel/ Ca-

sino. 

To the right, Chairman 

Komalty stays after the 

OKC event to talk to 

and answer questions 

from Kiowa Elders in 

the area. 

This now gives the Kiowa Legis-

lature a full board to serve all 7 

districts. 

During his campaign, Svitak 

promised to listen to the voices 

of the people, enforce the Consti-

tution, and advocate Constitu-

tional reform when necessary.  

After he was sworn in by Judge 

Mark Henricksen, he spoke of 

his plans, ñFirst things first, Iôm 

going over my budget. I really 

am trying to get an office set up 

in Lawtonò.   

Jesse Svitak was sworn into of-

fice on Monday November 19th, 

2018 in the Kiowa Legislature 

office at the Kiowa Tribal Com-

plex in Carnegie. 

Svitak took an 89 to 42 vote de-

cision, defeating Renee Dzurella 

Plata for Kiowa Legislature Dis-

trict #4-Jimmy  Creek/Qop/

Aydle (Lawton area) in a No-

vember 10th election. 

The District #4 seat was vacant 

following the passing of Charles 

Hines. 

As far as getting together with 

his constituents, Svitak assured 

his district members, ñWeôll have 

contact information real soon, as 

far as getting a hold of meò, . 

His parents are Michael Svitak 

and Dottie Proctor. His paternal 

grandparents are Enos Svitak and 

Naomi Cozad/ Svitak. His great-

grandparents are Rev. Walden 

Ware and Ivy Satepauhoodle /

Ware and Leonard Cozad Sr. and  

Eva Ahhaitty/Cozad. 

 

 Kiowa Elder Christmas 
      In Tulsa, OKC, and Carnegie 

Judge Mark Henricksen swears in Jesse Svitak with Jesseôs mother Dottie Proctor holds the bible 

 

The 2018 Christmas for the Kiowa 

Elders began on December 3rd, at 

the HardRock Casino Hotel in Ca-

toosa, Oklahoma. 

Stops would also include Oklahoma 

City and at home base in Carnegie. 

The Catoosa event started slow, but 

within a short time over 100 Elders 

filled the Sequoia Room to enjoy 

money and a meal. 

After an introduction and words 

from Chairman Matt Komalty and 

Vice Chair Rhonda Ahhaitty, the 

meal was served followed by stories  

and memories by several of the Elders. 

In OKCôs Remington Park, the turnout 

was well over 200. The Chairman as well 

a several members of the Kiowa Legisla-

ture spoke to the  crowd, giving an up-

date on the status of the Tribe. 

Meanwhile in Carnegie, with the threat 

of inclement weather in the forecast the  

decision was made to begin release Elder 

Payment checks, on Thursday, to those 

who chose to go to the Kiowa Complex. 

Over one hundred showed up to receive 

their annual payment.The forecast turned 

out to be erroneous, so the Friday event 

in Red Buffalo Hall had several full ta-

bles.   

Cecil Gray was called upon to make the 

celebration a success. He and his band 

Native Blues had the crowd dancing and 

singing along.  

The Eldest Kiowa male and female were 

honored with Pendletons. The male was 

Luke Toyebo Sr. and the eldest female 

was Peggy Tsoodle. Two are brother and 

sister. 

Also the youngest Kiowa was present. 

His name is Boston Vonn Highwalker. 

For those Elders unable to attend the 

gatherings, checks were mailed to all 

eligible Tribal members around the coun-

try. 

Video can be found on the Tribeôs Face-

book page, ñThe Kiowa Tribeò.  

 National Museum of the American 

Indian in Washington D.C. and the 

Kiowa Tribe will present ñPatriot 

Nations: Native Americans in Our 

Nationôs Armed Forcesò through 

March. 

The traveling exhibition features the 

contributions of Native Veterans and 

their remarkable 250 year history of 

military service through art, photog-

raphy, and essay. The exhibit consists 

of 16 panels showing the Native Vet-

eranôs contributions in U.S. military 

history and will be on view from now 

through March 25th, 2019 in 

the Kiowa Tribe Museum in Carnegie

, Oklahoma. ñTens of thousands of 

Native Americans joined 

the U.S. armed forces during World 

Wars I and II,ò said Herman J. Viola, 

curator  emeritus of the Smithson-

ianôs National Museum of Natural 

History and curator of ñPatriot Na-

tions.ò ñForty-four thousand Native 

Americans served in World War II; 

the entire population of Native Amer-

icans was less than 350,000 at the 

time. They are Purple Heart recipients 

and Bronze Star medal honorees. 

Many have been recognized with the 

Congressional Medal of Honor, the  

United States highest military awardò. 

The Kiowa Tribe Museum is one of 

several sites to feature the traveling 

exhibit. The exhibit is one of many 

interesting sites at the museum. 

ñThe museum seeks to provide visi-

tors a unique and educational experi-

enceò, says Amie Stockton, Museum, 

Director. 

The Kiowa Tribe Museum was 

opened in 1984. Originally titles the 

Kiowa Tribe Museum and Resource 

Center, the museum served as a facili-

ty to store and house artifacts, provide 

shows, and inform the public about 

the Kiowa culture. Today the Kiowa 

Museum continues to follow all those 

services in addition to creating an 

open and inviting atmosphere to learn 

Kiowa language and culture. 

ñWeôre excited to showcase this exhib 

it. It features several pictures of Kio-

wa Veterans and Veterans of other 

tribes, highlighting their contributions 

to the militaryò. 

The official opening of the exhibit 

will be on December 16,2018 with a 

reception at 4pm. 

The public is invited to attend. For 

more information contact Amie Stock-

ton at 580-654-6370. 

 

Merry Christmas  


