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   Next month (August issue), we will be completing our first year of the Kiowa  News.  
   Weõd like to know your thoughts on the inaugural year of the publication. Those will be included in  
   the  September issue.  Please email to kiowanews@kiowatribe.org or pr@kiowatribe.org.ð Editor. 

4th of July Celebrations 

more than enough for the sing-
ers and dancers, along with  
the water supplied for the camp-
ers.       

 Like always KGC had a tight 
schedule each day to include 
flag raising, rations to campers, 
rabbit dance, brush dance, 
gourd dance, and Oh-ho-mah. 
Everyday men and women, 
young and old, filled the arena 
and danced in the heat.   The 
words ñKiowa Strongò was 
used a lot on certain  individual                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Facebook posts; very fitting be-
cause it is well known that 
óKiowas do not quitô, there were 
times when they danced in the 
rain and snow. It is believed that 
it makes a person stronger to be 
able to handle such conditions; 
for some members of KGC 
dancing in the heat separates 
them from others.   
New KGC members were initi-
ated on the second and last day. 
The new recruits and their fami-
lies were each given a moment  

Itôs the best time to be Kiowa 
was the phrase heard throughout 
the celebrations; July 2-4, 2018 
was a special time for many who 
participated with Kiowa Gourd 
Clan (KGC) or the Kiowa Tia-
Piah Society. People traveled 
near and far just to be here dur-
ing the annual gathering and it is 
always such a beautiful sight to 
see all ages in the arena.                                                                  
This year was especially notable 
for the Kiowa Gourd Clan as 
they are the first to óbreak-inô the 
new Kiowa Tribe Park located 
southeast of the Kiowa complex. 
A few months ago, the area was 
no more than uneven dirt. On 
this day, the acreage was a 
source of pride for the Kiowa 
attendees.    
The grounds were very spacious 
allowing participants enough 
space for their camps and park-
ing. Temperatures averaged well 
over 100 degrees but that did not 
stop them from enjoying the fes-
tivities.  The extreme heat made 
water very crucial; the Farmers 
Bank thought ahead and donated 
nearly 3,000 of cases of water to 
the Kiowa Gourd Clan. The of-
ficers were very grateful; they 
had  

together in circle. Their schedule 
included rabbit dance, gourd 
dance, and Oh-ho-mah all three 
days as well. Members of Tia-
Piah welcomed new members on 
July 4th and expressed how excit-
ed they were for next yearôs an-
nual. ñIt continues to get better 
and better as we grow and wel-
come new members,ò said one 
member as he welcomed the new 
recruits.                     
 Indeed itôs wonderful to see 
both organizations growing in 
numbers; however, this time of 
year is much more for the Kiowa 
Tribe as a whole. Dating back in 
history, all of the Kiowa bands 
came together for their most im-
portant ceremony, the sun dance. 
The Kiowa Tribe stopped having 
the ceremony decades ago but a 
few of traditions are still alive 
today. The 4th of July celebra-
tions are the best time to witness 
and learn about those traditions. 
Camps are still being taking care 
of by women and the teachings 
continue to get passed down 
from one generation to another.  
At one camp, this year, responsi-
bilities were being passed down 
from a grandmother to her 
granddaughter; a lady dancing 
for the very first time because of 
her desire to show support to her 
husband; the new generation en-
tering the arena so they will be 
able to learn. One could also wit-
ness  the love that the Kiowa 
people have for each other; no 
matter if itôs been a long time or 
a short while, they greeted each 
other warmly.    
 There is this certain feeling that 
you cannot put into words upon 
being around the annual celebra-
tion. No matter your reason for 
coming, you always leave with 
something.  A sense of pride and 
connection an individual has 
within themselves and those who 
have gone on. That humble feel-
ing to dance with the person next 
to you despite how hot or tried 
you may be. Visitors near and far 
are able to take what they wit-
nessed and have a better under-
standing about the tribe or Na-
tive Americans in general. What-
ever it may be, this is truly a spe-
cial time to be Kiowa.                                                                                                       

 A New Home At 
Kiowa Tribal Park 

By Dianna Hadley 
Staff Writer 

 Kiowa Tia-Piah Society Celebrates in Red Buffalo Hall 

to express how they felt about 
such an honor. It was a beauti-
ful sight to see how the Kiowa 
Gourd Clan members support 
and encourage one another. 
Kiowa Tia-Piah Society held 
their annual celebration at the 
Red Buffalo Hall. The room 
was filled with viewers and 
dancers all three days. Taking a 
glance around the facility you 
could see many happy faces; 
there was defiantly a jovial 
mood present as they danced  

 Chairman Matt Komalty takes part in the Tia-Piah Celebration in RBH 

�³The Best Time to Be 
Kiowa�  ́

    Oh-Ho-Mah Dancers enter the new arena at the Kiowa Tribal Park on day one of the Kiowa Gourd Clan Celebration 


