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Kiowa Tribe Receives an Additional $3.4M to Assist Casino Operations 
 
Kiowa Tribe Executive and Legislative Branches work together to secure $3.4M in 

Payroll Protection Program (PPP) funding for the Tribe’s Casino operations.   

The tribe was able to secure an additional $3.4M in Payroll Protection Program (PPP) 
funding for its casino operations.  This funding is in addition to the $1.1M the Executive 
Branch secured a week earlier for the tribal government operations.  

The Tribe’s casinos have been closed since March 19, 2020, because of the coronavirus 

pandemic.  The closures impacted the tribe’s financial resources tremendously. When 

the CARES 2020 Act became final, tribal casinos were not allowed to apply for funding 

under the Payroll Protection Program.  Congress, recognizing the need to provide 

additional resources passed an additional interim rule in late April which allowed tribal 

casinos to qualify for the program.  Several members of Congress hailed the 

qualification as a win-win for Indian tribes.   

The Kiowa Tribe closed its casinos in March to protect the safety and health of its 

patrons and surrounding communities.  The additional funding will help to counter the 

substantial reduction in its operating revenue. It allows its casinos in Devol, Carnegie, 

and Verden, to call back furloughed casino staff.    

Nearly 80-percent of the casino workforce were furloughed and will be returning to 

work. 

The PPP program, part of the $2 trillion CARES Act, gives small businesses forgivable 
loans if they meet certain conditions, like using the money to pay their employees.   

"We are grateful the U.S. Treasury Department and the Small Business Administration 
allowed Tribal communities full access to the Paycheck Protection Program," states 
Chairman Matthew Komalty. 



The application process and the legal documents necessary to support the application 
required close coordination between the Executive Branch and the Legislative Branch.   

Attorneys from both branches of government, the tribal casino attorney, and the legal 
representative from CrossFirst Bank worked in concert to prepare an emergency joint 
resolution to support the current PPP application.   

“Today is another great day for the Kiowa people and we are thankful to Creator for 
giving us the guidance and ability to weather this pandemic storm,” says Madame Vice 
Chair Rhonda Ahhaitty.  “I am proud of the high level of cooperation between the 
various branches of government and their representative to meet the application 
deadline today.” 

Chairman Komalty confirms “The Kiowa people’s well-being always remains at the 
forefront of my decision making as their leader.  Madame Vice Chair and I appreciate 
the support we receive from our staff to help us get over many challenging hurdles.  I 
thank the Legislative Branch for keeping the same unifying goal in mind.  It cannot 
work any other way.  Both branches are here to be of service to the Kiowa people.  Our 
action or inaction greatly affects our survival as a tribe.” 

 

 


