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Kiowa Tribe Gives Nearly $1 Million to Tribal Elders
By Neely Tsoodle

The Elderly Christmas Payment was
held in three separate events. Nearly 2thousand elderly checks were granted
to Kiowa Tribal elders 62 years or
older. 2018 legislation lowered the age
limit from 65 to 62 years old. Because
of the age change, more checks were
handed out than any other time. At
least 5-hundred more checks were
drawn.
The first elder Christmas payment and
dinner was held at Remington Park,
OKC. 174 checks were handed out to a
standing room only crowd.
The next elder payment event was held
at the Hard Rock, Tulsa, Okla. 74
checks were tendered. The event was
planned for a crowd of 150. Every seat
was taken.
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The final event was held at the
headquarters based in Carnegie.
Hosted by the Kiowa Tribe Employee
Association (KTEA).

658 tribal members filled the newly
renovated Red Buffalo hall to receive
their checks.
Chairman Matthew Komalty was in
attendance in OKC and Tulsa but
was unable to attend the Carnegie
event due to a family crisis. ViceChairwoman Rhonda Ahhaitty was
present at all three sites.
To date, 1,956 elderly payment
checks were cut, leaving 1050 that
was placed in the mail or to be
mailed. Many of the addresses have
not been updated.
Please contact the Kiowa Enrollment
office to update your addresses so
that you may receive your payment.
A complete list of the elders
receiving pay with outdated
addresses can be found on
www.kiowatribe.org. Please contact
the Enrollment office at
580-654-6327 with new information.

Kiowa Tribal Members Attend Nike N7 OSU Cowboys Game to Support Lindy Waters III
By Neely Tsoodle & Adriel Clements

STILLWATER, Okla. - It was a stage he wasn’t
quite used to. Lindy “Trey” Waters III found
himself standing before his basketball team and
coaching staff, school administration, and
hundreds of fans that were all in attendance to
see him in a light they have never seen before.
All they really know is Lindy III on the
basketball court.

“We as a family were truly honored to have
all those that stayed to witness such a special
event for not only for our family but for the
future of our Native athletes that play
college sports. Also, thank you to all the
Kiowa Tribe Youth Sports & Activities
Program attendees and Chairman [Matt]
Komalty for attending and participating in
my request,” Waters Jr. stated.

On November 17, 2019, hundreds of Kiowa
tribal members and members of many other
tribal Nations had the opportunity to attend the
Nike N7 OSU Cowboys basketball game in
Stillwater, Okla., to support fellow Kiowa
member, Lindy III a 6’6” senior guard for OSU.
“My only focus was to go out and perform the
best that I could. I knew in the back of my mind
I had people, a lot of families out there
watching me today. I’m just trying to be the
best role model I can be out there,” said Lindy
III.
Tribal chairman Matthew Komalty was invited
to the first time tribal giveaway ceremony for
Lindy III at the end of the game. A giveaway is
a traditional gesture Natives do when they want
to thank those who have positively affected
them or family.
Lindy III’s mother Lisa Waters and father
Lindy Waters Jr. discussed how to honor Lindy
III the way that the Waters, Tsoodle, and Girty
family honored Lindy Jr. when he attended
Southern Nazarene University (SNU) in 1988.
This was the first Native cultural event to have
at any NAIA, Division 1 institution. It was a
complete success.
Lindy III’s parents wanted to do something
similar for their son. They met with the OSU
senior administration early in June at Stillwater
regarding how to create such an event.
There has never been any kind of event set at
the Power 5, Division 1 level for men's
basketball.

Jolene Beartrack, Kiowa tribal member
made the trip to Stillwater to support Lindy
III.
“I think it’s a wonderful experience
especially for our youth that we were able to
bring them up, I’m thankful for the Kiowa
Tribe for providing that opportunity for
them. It’s something they never get to
experience,” said Beartrack, Apache, Okla.
But once the N7 date was mentioned, the
family knew they had a perfect setting to honor
Lindy III for his college basketball career.
N7 is a Nike initiative geared towards Native
American and Aboriginal peoples to support
health promotion and disease prevention. The
event was also part of Native American
Heritage month in November.
The entire OSU Cowboy team wore colorful
turquoise N7 uniforms to commemorate the
event’s mission.
“We just wanted to show the University how
thankful we as a family was for taking care of
our Native son! After working and retiring
from D1 Institutions for over 25 years as a
recruiter/director for Native youth. It was a
priority for me as a father to show appreciation
to those that helped him, “ said Lindy Jr. “OSU
is, in my opinion, is one of the top Universities
in the country in recruitment, retention, and
graduation of our Native youth! We were told
from OSU Administration that 239 tickets were
sold from the N7 HOOPS Promotional code
that was given to me to pass out through social
media, for family and friends that wished to
join us at this historic event for OSU!”
Lindy Jr., contacted the Kiowa Black Leggings
Warriors Society to bring in the colors prior to
the game and contacted the Cozad family to
sing the Tsoodle family honor song for Lindy
III. But due to vehicle issues, they could not
attend the event and had the O-Ho-Mah singers
honor him with the Tsoodle family song after
the game.

Almost every person in the audience stayed
to witness the giveaway ceremony. At center
court, it was Lindy III’s time to give back to
those who helped him along the way
including coach Mike Boynton and his wife,
president Burns Hargis, coaching staff,
members of the administration, mentors, and
all the way down to the campus police chief.
“It always feels great to give back to people,
especially those who have helped and
impacted my family and me in such a large
way. Every person, as they walked up, gave
me a different feeling, and to see their faces,
emotions, and love really made me
understand why I chose to come to
Oklahoma State,” Lindy III expressed.
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At the end of the long day, each Kiowa youth
made a tour of the OSU locker room. Lindy III
showed them what it’s like to be an everyday
college basketball student-athlete. He spoke to
the youth and the crowd intimately about his
game-day routine.
Lindy III has always had a soft spot in his heart
for Native youth. He spends his offseason
working with Native kids and gives back to his
beloved Kiowa Tribe. He has put on many youth
basketball camps for various tribes, including
the Kiowa Tribe. Plans are in the works for more
camps during the offseason.

Lindy III is of Kiowa and Cherokee descent. On his
Kiowa side, his great grandparents are Rev. Duke H.
Tsoodle Sr. and Dora Autaubo; grandmother Vena
Joyce Tsoodle Waters, and his father Lindy Waters Jr.
His Cherokee great grandparents are Richard Waters,
Rosella Girty Waters Bosin; grandfather Rev. Lindy
B. Waters Sr.
Lindy III was the high point man scoring 19 points
and a win against the Yale Bulldogs. You can follow
Lindy III’s remaining schedule and stats at
www.okstate.com.
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CARNEGIE Okla. - In light of Native
American Heritage Month, November,
everyone who owns a pair of moccasins
sported them on Rock Your Mocs Day. On
November 15, 2019, the Carnegie Indian
Education program and the Kiowa Tribe
Teen Suicide Prevention Program (KTSP)
held the Rock Your Mocs event.
This year every Tuesday in October was
dedicated to young adults to make their
own moccasins and wear with pride. The
moccasin making class was under the
instruction of Kim Ahtone, and Kay and
Michelle Horse.
According to KTSP coordinator Phyllis
Bohanan, research shows that
communities, where the culture is strong,
have a lower rate of suicide compared to
communities where the culture has been
lost or seriously weakened. “That is why it
is so important to help our students learn
who they are through language, songs,
cultural events, and crafts. Many students
have lost that because of the breakdown of
the family structure and involvement in
tribal communities because of i.e., drugs
and alcohol abuse, poverty, grandparents
raising children, and a disconnect from
cultural values,” said Bohanan.
Suicide is a tough topic to talk about with
young and even older people, by creating
and sewing their own moccasins the
students are able to gain cultural identity.
The Kiowa Tribe was awarded the Native
Connections grant in the amount of
$250,000 for five years beginning
September 30, 2018. The purpose of this
grant is to prevent and reduce suicidal
behavior and substance use, reduce the
impact of trauma, and promote mental
health among American Indian/Alaska
Native youth through the age of 24.

This year, nearly 500 students, Native and
non-Native from Carnegie, Mt. View and
Gracemont participated.
Jaylon Goodwill a junior at Carnegie
Public Schools was inspired by the class
and RYM event. “I thought it was a great
event for Native American students and
non-Native students. It was so awesome
seeing fellow Native students embrace the
culture. It also shows the students/faculty
that haven’t seen or experienced the
traditions,” said Goodwill.
The Kiowa Women Warriors kicked off
the event bringing in the colors. Then
students adorned in their Native regalia
along with the Kiowa Women Warriors
signed language to “Go My Son.” Also,
the students were invited to join the
traditional social dance; the round dance.
Hope Worthington, Carnegie Johnson
O’Malley (JOM) Director coordinated the
event. She explained that this was the best
turnout yet. “I stood back in awe of the
amount of student participation we had. It
was outstanding,” Worthington said.
“Tribal collaboration is vital to the success
of our students…Together, the Kiowa
Tribe and CPS have created a big
tradition.”
Glenn Beaver, KTSP coordinator was one
of the featured speakers. He talked about
the ups and downs of life. “Understand
your potential your value, no matter the
challenges you face in life you got to
continue to see your qualities and
attributes. You just got to have that trust
and belief
in yourself, never compare yourself to
others. Just continue to progress each and
every day at accomplishing goals. Stay
true to yourself,” Beaver said.

KTSP has been around for 10 years; it
began in 2009. On average per year
through the Life Skills Program, the
Suicide Prevention Program has helped
more than 200 clients a year.

KTSP serves Native youth ages 10 – 24 in
Caddo, Kiowa, Grady, and Comanche
counties. The program provides suicide
prevention and early intervention to
individuals, communities, tribes, and
educational institutions.

The program works with the schools to
host the Rock Your Mocs event every year
at Carnegie Public Schools.

If you like to learn more, you are
encouraged to call (580) 654-6363 or (580)
654-6357.

McDaniels-Gomez Receives Teacher of the Year
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Mrs. Patricia McDaniels-Gomez a National
Board-Certified Teacher from Norman
North was named the winner of the
Oklahoma Council for Indian Education's
2019 Teacher of the Year Award.
Patricia McDaniels-Gomez is a member of
the Kiowa Tribe and a descendent of the
Oglala Lakota Nation and Zuni Pueblo of
New Mexico. She holds a master’s degree in
Education from Cameron University and a
National Board-Certified Teacher. Mrs.
McDaniels-Gomez has been teacher for 18
years and is currently an English teacher at
Norman North High School where she has
taught for 17 of those years. At Norman
North teaching different grades, mainly in
English, adding an AVID College
preparatory class, and the Study of the 39
Tribes of Oklahoma class. In the past 16 to
17 years at Norman North, Mrs. McDanielsGomez has sponsored the Norman North
Native American Club. It is through this
club and the 39 Tribes of Oklahoma class
that she has been able pursue her passion of
helping native students navigate their High
School education while also helping them
learn about and to appreciate their tribal
culture within their urban setting. While
sponsoring the Native American Club
through Norman North she has helped the
students to experience many different levels
of Native Culture. By participating in the
Language Fair in Norman, the OCIE
Challenge Bowl, Handgames, Arts, and
Crafts. Attending Cultural Field Trips to
Powwows, Fairs, and organizing Indian
Taco Sales with the members to raise funds
for their Club. She is especially most proud
of helping her former student Skyar Ash, at
the time he was their Native American Club
President, advocate for allowing the Norman
Public Schools Native American students to
be able to wear their tribal regalia and
cultural items at graduation. She believes
that for Native Students to succeed in
education students must be completely
accepted, especially their tribal culture. The
summer of 2016 Mrs. McDaniels-Gomez
helped to bring the topic to the National
stage through the National Education
Association Representative Assembly.
“When we go to school, we are who we are.
We can’t hide our tribal culture, Students,
especially Urban Native Students, need to
claim their identity, not hide it, and schools
need to learn about it, accept it, and integrate
it into the curriculum.

"We can't hide our tribal culture.
Students, especially Urban Native
Students, need to claim their identity,
not hide it; and schools need to learn
about it, accept it, and integrate it into
the curriculum."
Mrs. Patricia McDaniels-Gomez is third
generation educator in her family. Her fullblood Kiowa grandmother, Maude
Mausape McDaniels was a secondary
counsellor, her father Cruz McDaniels II
taught 24 combined years at Riverside
Indian School in Anadarko, Oklahoma,
CrownPoint Boarding School, and
CrownPoint High School both in
CrownPoint, New Mexico. Her Paternal
Aunt Pamela Simpson taught for 24 years
at Sunset Elementary, as well as GED
Classes through the Higher Education
Program at the Adult Education both in
Anadarko, Oklahoma. Mrs. McDanielsGomez is also third generation Kiowa
Bead worker, taking after her Paternal
Aunt Eugenia “Gina” McDaniels, and
Paternal Uncle Paul McDaniels Jr., who
were considered Master Kiowa Bead
worker Artists. She also loves to sew,
creating beautiful regalia, ribbon skirts,
ribbon shirts, etc. Mrs. McDaniels-Gomez
and her family are active members of the
Oklahoma City Powwow Club. She makes
sure to express her culture at home at work
and in social settings. She is smart,
educated, strong, as well as Native
American a proud Kiowa Tribal Member
with the knowledge and ability to educated
on many levels.

The Kiowa Tribe Museum Receives New Display

The Kiowa Tribe Museum received a
donation, Oklahoma Military Hall of Fame,
from "Corky" Poolaw. The display was
presented to the Kiowa Tribe on November
10, 2019 by the Native American United
States Marine Corps (NA USMC) at their
annual powwow held during the United
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States Marine Corps birthday which was
founded in 1775.
Mr. Phil Dupoint from the Kiowa Museum
stated that the item will be on display
within the next few weeks, mid December
2019 for everyone to come and see.

The Kiowa Chairman fully supports the Bill of
Rights as it reads in the Kiowa Constitution,
Article 1- Section b:

The government of the tribe shall not make or
enforce any law which prohibits the freedom of
speech, expression, or of the press, or the right of
the People peaceably to assemble and to petition
the government for redress of grievance.

From the desk of Kiowa Tribal Chairman
- Matthew Komalty
Greetings and Happy Holidays!
I’ve had the honor of attending and visiting
with many Kiowa tribal members over the
Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays. It
gave me a warm feeling to stand in front of
you as your elected leader. I have the
responsibility to represent you and do the
best I can to advance the tribe into a positive
light. I feel confident that we have done that
and will continue to make positive strides.
At the annual elders Thanksgiving dinner,
the Rev. Donnie Ahhaitty, Kiowa Housing
Commissioner brought the message and he
asked those who attended “would you die
for what you believe in or for your fellow
man? I quickly responded that I would die
for any of my Kiowa tribal members and I
mean that. That is the oath that I took as
Kiowa Tribal Chairman.
Growing up, I remember all the holiday
gatherings and hanging out with my family
and elders. It was a special time, listening,
learning, and absorbing all that I had
witnessed. I knew it was up to me to follow
what I had learned as chairman. And I will
tell you, I have had great mentors.
Elders and children are my heart and soul.
That’s why the holidays are so special to
me. Taking time to thank those who mean
so much is what the holidays are all about. I
don’t want to leave out the veterans. We
have so many within our tribe who have
accomplished so much and been through
even more. For that, I want to say “thank
you for your sacrifices!”
I also want to add that I had a great time
visiting with my fellow tribal members at
the annual elders Christmas disbursement at
Oklahoma City and Tulsa.

...will continue to make
positive strides.
I was so pleased with the turnout and
positive feedback that I had received. Folks
in the district 7 (at-large) area, we have not
forgotten you! I realize your needs and
concerns are different from the other six
districts being outside the official
jurisdictional boundaries. Please reach out
to your legislator or me on any concerns or
comments you have. That goes for any
tribal member. I have an open-door policy
and I will take the time to visit with you.
Your voice means a lot.
The year 2019 has been a blessing, we’ve
been able to retain all our programs. We are
now up to twenty programs fully operated
under the tribe. The only program not under
the tribe is Transportation, which will be
fully obtained in the new year. Tribal
employment continues to grow. In my
administration, the number of employees
from 80 has doubled to around 160
employees. That number continues to grow.
I want to end my holiday message by
acknowledging the groups of children that
performed at different holiday events.
Carnegie Head Start and the Anadarko JOM
children performed Kiowa hymns and songs
to entertain the crowds. You could see the
pride beaming in all of the elder's faces. Just
seeing that warmed my heart beyond words.
It gave me hope that our language still has a
heartbeat. It is my goal and desire to see that
our precious language doesn’t go extinct. In
the year 2020, we will be pushing hard to
see that the Kiowa language is preserved for
many generations to come.
Ah-ho and Happy Holidays. Safe travels,
God bless!

Kiowa Tribe Extends Their Support

By Adriel Clements

CHICKASHA, Okla. - On November 25,
2019, at Jake's Ribs, in Chickasha,
Oklahoma. The Kiowa Tribal Chairman
Matthew Komalty and the Kiowa Tribe
Youth Sports Program Director Derek Tofpi
were invited to honor Dominique Golighty.
She received an eagle plume, a plaque and a
Chief Joseph Pendleton blanket for her
positive efforts on and off the basketball
court. Dominique is a Kiowa Tribal member
who is a senior for the Abilene Christian
University Women’s basketball team.
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The Oklahoma Sooners were added to the
ACU schedule this year, simply on the
account of Dominique. According to
Dominique’s camp, the team reportedly
tries to schedule games close to the
player's hometown. Dominique grew up in
Chickasha, Okla., OU was the closes
Division I school. Dominique scored 15
points in a disappointing loss to the
Sooners at the Loyd Noble arena on
November 26. The Kiowa Tribe wishes
Dominique good luck to the rest of the
season. To follow Dominique for the rest
of her career, go to acusports.com.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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AVT Student
of the Month

Isaac Roy Horse grew up in Carnegie,
Oklahoma and graduated from
Carnegie High School. His wife is
Steffany and his kids are Bentley,
Stanley, and Lanita Horse. He enjoys
being a husband and raising his kids.
Isaac attends Platt College in Lawton,
Oklahoma for Dental Assisting. He
has been funded by the Adult
Vocational Training Program since
September 2019. The program has
helped him financially and given him
time to focus on school. His future
goals are to do his best for his family
and his tribe.
He says: “Proud of my tribe!”

Monday - Friday 8:00 am - 4:30 pm
Phone: (580) 654-6324
Email: highered@kiowatribe.org

Follow Us on
Facebook page:
Kiowa Higher
Education Grant
Program.

KHEGP Student
of the Month

The KHEGP Student of the Month for
December is Juliana Wahnee. She is
from Lawton, Oklahoma and attended
MacArthur High School. She is the
Great-great granddaughter of Joel and
Carrie Quetone Sahmaunt, the Greatgranddaughter of Reverand Bill and
Geneva Sahmaunt Foote, the
Granddaughter of Ernest and Kari
Wahnee, and the Daughter of Melissa
Strickland.
Juliana currently attends Oklahoma City
University (OCU) where she is seeking a
Bachelor’s degree in Business Finance.
At OCU she is involved in the OCU
President’s Leadership Class, OCU
Native American Society, New Student
Orientation Leader, OCU Multicultural
Coalition, and the OCU Hispanic
Student Association. Honor and
scholarships that Juliana has received
include the OCU American Indian
Scholarship (4-year full ride scholarship)
and the Kiowa Higher Education Grant
Award. She has been on the Fall 2018
Dean’s Honor Roll and the Spring 2019
President’s Honor Roll.
Her future education and career goals are
to graduate with her Bachelors and go
back to school for a Masters in Health
Administrations. She hopes to take
everything she learns and give back to
her native community by giving back in
any way she can. When asked how long
the Kiowa Tribe Higher Education Grant
Program has funded her education and
how it has helped her to get where she is
now, Juliana stated, “I am in my third
semester of funding from the Kiowa
Tribe Higher Ed Grant Program. I am
very grateful for the monetary assistance
I’m receiving from the KHEGP. The
grant has assisted me in meeting all the
costs from being a full-time student who
is living on campus. With this assistance
I am able to direct all my efforts to
meeting the requirements related to my
classes without worrying about how I
will meet my financial requirements.”

She also wanted to share, “I fully realize
that I am blessed to receive monetary
assistance from the Kiowa Tribe Higher
Education. I want others to see that
Native people have the ability to do well
and I am proud to be Kiowa. I greatly
appreciate my friends, family, and all of
those at the Kiowa Tribe Higher
Education Office for their willingness to
help students.” Congratulations Juliana,
we are all proud of you!
——————–—–——————————————————————————

Washington Supports Native Veterans

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The Kiowa Tribe
was among many other tribes across the
U.S. represented at the White House on
Tuesday, November 19, 2019. The
November event is part of National
Veterans and Military Families Month
which supports Native American Veterans.
Jessie Svitak, U.S. Army and District 4
Legislator was an invited guest by Tyler
Fish, Senior Policy Advisor, and Tribal
Liaison, Office of Intergovernmental
Affairs. Angela McCarthy, District 1
Legislator was also in attendance. Natives
serve in the U.S. military at the highest
rates of any racial or ethnic group. Many
Natives have felt often ignored. The issue
was taken head-on by Vice President Mike
Pence, Secretary Robert Wilkie, U.S.
Department of Veteran Affairs and other
members of President Trump’s Cabinet. The
focus was matters that affect Native
Veterans. The meeting lent tribal leaders an
opportunity to be heard first hand. Svitak
said this was a networking event that
allowed him to ask questions that would
help our own Veterans program. The Kiowa
Tribe is currently establishing its own
Veterans program. President Donald
Trump presented the tribes in attendance a
proclamation. The proclamation can be
seen in its entirety on www.kiowatribe.org.

Photos are courtesy of Jessie Svitak

Manny "The Dragon" Muro
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The Most Decorated Soldier

Anadarko, Okla. – It has been a very successful
time for Kiowas Tribal members in the sports
world. Lindy Waters III, Dominique Golightly,
and Manny “The Dragon” Muro. Muro has
strived for greatness and has achieved it at many
levels. Manny Muro is a fellow Kiowa member,
he resides in Anadarko, Oklahoma and has his
own barbershop on Main street. Mixed martial
arts (MMA) has his own MMA gym and has
been training for a very long time to be a
professional MMA fighter. Muro came in at
160.0 lbs at his last weigh-in in the Lightweight
class.

By Adriel Clements

Muro has had some ups and downs in his life but
has overcome each obstacle that has been put in
front of him. This year on October 26, 2019, he
had a big fight in the Bellator MMA, Uncasville,
Connecticut against Nick Newell. Manny wasn’t
such a popular figure going up against a
hometown fighter, but he overcame the odds and
won. He won over a split decision.

Record - 11:6:0 (Win:Loss:Draw)
Rank - 97 of 1,392 (Active US Pro
Lightweights)

It was a hard-fought victory. Muro’s current
MMA record is 11-6-0 (Win-Loss-Draw). He is
ranked 97th of 1,392 active United States Pro
Lightweights.
We all wish the very best to Muro.

Happy 15th Birthday
to our oldest,
Robbie
Love,
Mom, Dad, & siblings

Pascal Poolaw
By Neely Tsoodle
Contributing information - National Native
American Hall of Fame

TULSA, Okla. – He is the most decorated
Native American Indian Soldier in U.S.
history. Pascal Cleatus Poolaw Sr. was
inducted into the National Native
American Hall of Fame (NNAHOF) on
Saturday, Nov. 2, at the Cherokee Hard
Rock Hotel and Casino in Tulsa, Okla.
The Master of Ceremony was noted multidisciplinary artist Randy Kemp (Choctaw/
Muscogee Creek/Euchee). The Kiowa
Black Leggings Warrior Society presented
the colors. The Anquoe Family (Kiowa)
was the drum group.
Poolaw was a full-blooded Kiowa who
enlisted in the U.S. Army during World
War II. First Sergeant Poolaw earned more
than forty medals and citations in his
military career. Among his medals are four
Silver Stars, five Bronze Stars, and three
Purple Hearts. The Purple Hearts were
received for valor in each of the wars he
fought; WWII, Korea, and Vietnam.
Poolaw was known for the countless lives
he saved in action. Putting lives and his
job before his own safety is the way he
operated. Sadly, Vietnam would be his last
call of duty. It was there he lost his life
during a fatal combat operation. Just
before his death, he wrote a letter and said
he rated his job as being more important
than his life.
Poolaw’s family knew he was always an
American hero. “My brother was an
inspirational person. He was dedicated to
whatever his task was and made sure it
was done carefully and correctly. He was
very motivated. His leadership was
exceptional,” Ralph Poolaw said.
His love for his family was the only matter
in his life that exceeded his devotion to his
fellow soldiers. Poolaw volunteered to
serve in Vietnam to be close to his two
sons. Serving with family was nothing
new, he served in WWII with his father
Ralph Sr., and his two brothers.
Poolaw’s bravery and devotion were
proven time and time again. As one of his
fellow combat soldiers in Vietnam told the
family “he died with his boots on, like a
Native American, he went down with
honor trying to help his fellow soldiers.”
The mission of the NNAHOF is to
recognize and honor the inspirational
achievements of Native Americans in
contemporary history. Twelve individuals
were recognized this year for their
accomplishments and what they have
meant to Indigenous peoples across the
globe.

The 12 Inductees are Lucy Covington (d.
1982), Colville; Ada Deer, Menominee;
Louise Erdrich, Turtle Mountain
Chippewa; Billy Frank Jr. (d. 2014),
Nisqually; Forrest Gerard (d. 2013),
Blackfeet; Hattie Kauffman, Nez Perce;
Oren Lyons, Onondaga; Richard Oakes
(d. 1972), Mohawk; Elizabeth
Peratrovich (d. 1958), Tlingit; Pascal
Poolaw (d. 1967), Kiowa; Mary Golda
Ross (d. 2008), Cherokee Nation of
Oklahoma; and Wes Studi, Cherokee
Nation of Oklahoma.
“Living or deceased, well known or not
so well known, all of our Inductees this
year absolutely deserve to have their
names and stories etched into our
collective memory,” said Walter
Lamar(Blackfeet/Wichita), NNAHOF
board of directors. “Our stories are
many, our stories are strong, our stories
are of resilience, our stories are heroic,
our stories are of persistence, our stories
need to be told, and that we will do.”
Other accolades include his induction
into the National Hall of Fame for
Famous American Indians and the
Oklahoma Military Hall of Fame.
Kiowa Tribal Chairman Matthew
Komalty was an invited guest by the
Poolaw family. “Mr. Poolaw’s
unquestionable valor is a testament to
his character that has been noted not
only in our Kiowa Tribal history but our
Nation’s history. We honor his true
fighting spirit,” Komalty said.
Poolaw’s legacy lives on at Fort Sill,
Okla., where he served just before
leaving for Vietnam. A hall at the
artillery Army Base displays his name,
Poolaw Hall. Inside is an exhibit
dedicated to Poolaw. He’s buried with
military honors on Chiefs Knoll at the
Fort Sill Post Cemetery, Fort Sill.
The Poolaw family is currently seeking
the Congressional Medal of Honor. If
you would like to read more about
Poolaw, please visit
www.kiowatribe.org for a biographical
sketch written by the family.
We are beyond proud of our Kiowa
Warrior.

Photography is courtesy of the National Native American Hall of Fame by Laurie Waldon.

Kiowa Tribe Head Start
Dear Santa,
Please bring me magnetic blocks and spider
man. - Jeremiah Bautista

Little Rabbits Center - Anadarko, OK
Dear Santa,
My name is Kymani. I want a Batman, a
Woody, a magician hat and cape, snakes,
and cars.
Little Buffalo s - Carnegie, OK

Dear Santa,
For Christmas I would like new Paw Patrol,
bike, and trucks. Thank you, Margarito
Manzanares

Dear Santa,
I would like a train set for Christmas. Kenneth

Dear Santa,
Please bring me a new truck, blocks, and Paw
Patrol. Thank you Santa, Emerson Alverez

Dear Santa,
My name is Hain May. I want toys, purple
toys, Lion King, and a Olaf.

Dear Santa,
I would like a baby doll for Christmas. Misty

Dear Santa,
My name is Megan. I want a Megan, Elsa,
and Anna, Minnie Mouse, and a baby.

Dear Santa,
I would like all the hulk toys for
Christmas. - Liam

Dear Santa,
I want a dog, toy, and doll for Christmas and I
want roller blades. Thank you, Cynthia
Cardenas

Dear Santa,
My name is Mia. I want Christmas, L.O.L.
Dolls, Frozen toys, and a monkey.

Dear Santa,
I would like a monster truck. - James

Dear Santa,
My name is Jada. I want a Poppy Troll,
books. a kitty, easy art crafts, and another
tablet.

Dear Santa,
My name is Jody and I want a motorcycle,
not a broken robot a fixed robot, and a
bunch of toys.
Dear Santa,
My name is Zoey, I would like PJ Mask
toys, a teddy bear, and a heart.
Dear Santa,
My name is Avery. I want Sky from Paw
Potrol, Chase and Rubble too. I like floam.
Dear Santa,
My name is Leighton Callahan. I want
L.O.L. Dolls, a new bed, potato heads, and
blocks.
Dear Santa,
My name is Tristan. I want a remote
control, grave digger, hulk mask, and a
dinosaur.
Dear Santa,
My name is Autumn. I want toy story, a
bunch of toy story toys, and a Buzz Light
Year, and a motorcycle.
Dear Santa,
My name is Daisy June Sankodota. I
want a Santa Claus, Frozen toys, and
presents.
Dear Santa,
My name is Helen. I want a bike, a
scooter, a Santa Clause, and Frozen.
Dear Santa,
My name is Evelyn. I want a snowman
and I want a present.
Dear Santa,
My name is Eva. I want toys and bubbles.
Dear Santa,
My name is John. I want Play Doh, a
dinosaur car and maybe a L.O.L. doll, and
a roll thing.
Dear Santa,
My name is Mila Goingkeen. I just want a
tablet.

Dear Santa,
I would like a rocket for Christmas. Malachi
Dear Santa,
I would like a big dinosaur for
Christmas. - Kaleb
Dear Santa,
I would like PJ Mask car for Christmas.
- Abel
Dear Santa,
I would like paw patrol toys for
Christmas. - Mason
Dear Santa,
I would like shopkins movie. - Voicy
Dear Santa,
I would like a kitchen set and a tutu. Mary
Dear Santa,
I would like a barbie camper. McKenzie
Dear Santa,
I would like Elsa PJ's. - Haizlee
Dear Santa,
I would like a soldier man cdr. - Elijah
Dear Santa,
All I want is a hulk smash for Christmas.
- Kyan
Dear Santa,
I would like a truck for Christmas. Marcos
Little Eagles - Carnegie, OK
Dear Santa,
I want blocks, trucks, and puzzles for
Christmas. Thank you. - Jae Jae
Haumpy
Dear Santa,
I would like race cars, rockets, and space
ships for Christmas. Love Zander
Lopez

Dear Santa,
I want a toy, scooter, new bike, and a piggie-a
real one. Merry Christmas, Kyndall
Heddlesten
Dear Santa,
I want a scooter and pink helmet for
Christmas. I also maybe want a scooter for
Jaxon. Merry Christmas. Love, Payton
Howell
Dear Santa,
I want a phone, gun, keys, and handcuffs for
Christmas. - Juan Lopez
Dear Santa,
I want to go to Walmart and get Super man, a
new game, Donkey Kong, and Mario. Love,
Donnie Tofpi
Dear Santa,
I want a slide and swings for my room. I also
want a bike maybe like 6 bikes and also I
know I want a thing that goes around and
around. Thank you, Matteo Villegas
Dear Santa,
I would like PJ Mask, Spider man, trucks, and
blocks for Christmas. Love, Hunter Toppah
Dear Santa,
I want a toy the Loin Guard, a new puppy a
real new puppy not a fake one and I want a
new bag. Love, Scarlett
Dear Santa,
I want Loin Guard, Werewolf, teddy bear,
woody doll, and a new ball. Love, Savannah
Kiowa Tribe KCA Head Start - Lawton
Faith Brown - baby
Alexander French - Paw Patrol
Christian French - Spider man
Azeles Goulet - baby doll
Jordin Hemonikeky - dinosaur
Alyanna Lopez - baby
Caiden Miller - a hockey toy, my favorite Spider man
Liberty Milton - Gummy bear toy
Anora Morton - Kitchen

Dear Santa,
I want rescue bots, bumble bee, and
green lantern. Love Kai McVicker

Justin Negron - Santa Claus to come

Dear Santa,
My name is Harper. I want some candy
from Santa Claus. I want a cozy dozy.

Dear Santa,
For Christmas I want a new skater,
glasses, and a toy fuzzy. Love Autumn
York

Tyson Roberts - a truck

Dear Santa,
My name is Keaton. I want cookies for me
and for Santa. I want a horse and toys.

Dear Santa,
I want a motorcycle and hover board.
Thanks, Kynley Toppah

Dear Santa,
My name is Mattox Zan. I want Paw
Patrol toys, cars, and a puppy.

2019

Gabrielle Phillips - Paw Patrol

Alydia Weahkee - a kitchen
Briar Whish - a tree

Hain Kah K'ee Daw

Happy Holidays from
the Kiowa Tribe
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KIOWA LEGISLATURE
Get Involved, Call Your Representative
All Seven District Legislators can be reached by the numbers
listed below:
ANGELA MCCARTHY
District #1 -Anadarko
Tribal Cell: 580-699-0868

ANITA JOHNSON
District #5 - Red River Tribal
Cell: 405-313-5419

MICHAEL Q. PRIMUS II
District #2 - Carnegie
Tribal Cell: 580-730-1592

BENJAMIN LUCERO WOLF
District #6 - Elk Creek Tribal
Cell: 580-919-9235

MARILYN BREAD
District #3 - Medicine Bluff
Tribal Cell: 580-699-6428

MODINA WATERS
District #7 - All Kiowa
Tribal Cell: 580-699-4017

Please visit the Kiowa Tribe website, kiowatribe.org to view or download job
announcements, fillable job applications forms, and obtain information on
how to apply. You may also contact the Human Resources office at 580-654-6317
or 6335.

NOTE: The Kiowa Tribe provides a comprehensive benefits package including: leave
benefits, (13) paid holidays, health insurance plan providing eligible employees access to
medical, dental and vision care insurance benefits, $25,000 Basic Life and $25,000 Basic
AD& D insurance coverage at no cost to employees, and 3% employer contribution into
the Employee Savings Trust Plan (401k.)

Featured Jobs

JESSIE SVITAK
District #4-Lawton Area
Tribal Cell: 580-574-1393

Job Title: Kiowa Tribe Head Start Classroom Assistant (3 positions-Carnegie,
Lawton, & Anadarko)

The Kiowa Legislature holds monthly meetings every second Saturday of
each month in accordance with the Kiowa Constitution. Meetings are
scheduled to begin at 9:00 AM at the Kiowa AOA Building. All Kiowa
Tribal Members Are Welcomed!

Job Summary: Provide a warm, nurturing, safe and loving environment where self
concepts are enhanced, independence is encouraged, and individuality is respected.
Assist with implementing learning experiences that advance the intellectual and physical
development of children. Improve the readiness of children for school by developing their
literacy, phonemic and print awareness, their understanding and use of increasingly
complex and varied vocabulary, and their appreciation of books. Also, improve children's
understanding of early math and science, problem-solving abilities and their approaches to
learning.
Qualifications: High School Diploma or GED, and should be Computer literate
Closing Date: 12-23-2019

Job Title: Receptionist/Office Assistant
Job Summary: Works under the supervision of the Human Resources Director and/or
assigned supervisor; is responsible for performing secretarial and clerical duties for the
Kiowa Tribe. To be successful in this role, be on time and have a good attendance record.
Must be well spoken and able to communicate effectively with pleasant front desk
receptionist skills to greet and direct tribal members and guests by phone or in-person.
Qualifications:
-High School diploma or GED, prefer an Associates Degree and/or certificate/training
-Minimum 1-2 years experience of secretarial skills and duties
-Average knowledge of English grammar, standard office practices
-Skilled in computer operations and proficient in Microsoft applications
-Ability to operate basic copier, fax, scanner and other office machines
-Ability to lift and carry materials up to 40 pounds
-Demonstrate ability to apply good judgment and professional integrity
Closing Date: 12-16-2019

For more job opportunities, visit the
Kiowa Tribe website at kiowatribe.org
Kiowa Tribal Complex Closings
December 23 - afternoon
December 24 & 25 - holiday
December 31 - afternoon

Word Search

How to say colors in Kiowa
Created by: Dianna Hadley

Special "Thank You" to Phil
Dupoint & Myrna Tillman for their
input and advice.

January 1 & 2 - holiday
ANSWERS

Draw with
me

Search for words in bold:

Yellow – Goot koh
Red - Goodle
Purple – Sate aye
Brown – Bodl kohn
Orange – Pye goodle

Blue – Soy yay
Green – Saw hay
Black – Kohn gee daw
White – Tigh daw
Gray – Aw soh
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KIOWA OBITUARIES
To have your loved one featured inside the Kiowa Tribal newspaper email
pr@kiowatribe.org. Please remember to include the name of funeral home when
sending information. "Hai gah may oye bone tah" (We will see them again)

Janice Dean Ball was born on April 28,
1959 to Richard Dennis and Joyce Satoe
in Lawton, Oklahoma and passed away
on Saturday, November 2, 2019 at her
home in Thomas, Oklahoma having
reached the age of 60 years, 6 months, 4
days.
Janice was raised in Carnegie, Tulsa,
and Lawton. She attended Riverside
Indian School in Anadarko, graduating
in 1975. After high school she spent the
summer of 1975 with her older sister
Gay in Fairview, where she met the love
of her life while waitressing. On August
25, 1975 she married Dorman Ball in
Wichita Falls, TX and they made their
home in Thomas where together they
raised their family. Janice and Dorman
had three children, Dorman “Ray”,
Marie “Peanuts” and Robert “Baby.”
Her love for the elderly led her to being
an activity director at Thomas Nursing
Center for many years, before
concentrating her efforts on raising her
family. She worked as a dental assistant
and attended OU Dental School. Janice
enjoyed spending time with her family,
especially attending her grandchildren’s
activities. In retirement she opened
SnoBallz, her snow cone stand in
Sewell Park where she enjoyed serving
the community and being the Meme of
the park. She also enjoyed making
jewelry, beading, sewing, and spending
time outdoors fishing.
Janice is survived by her husband,
Dorman Ball, of the home in Thomas;
her children, Ray and Becky Ball, of
Weatherford, OK; Marie and Bryan
Frans of Thomas, OK; Robert and
Melissa Ball of Concord, NC; one
brother, Hank Satoe of Carnegie, OK;
and five grandchildren. She was
preceded in death by her parents; two
sisters, Carolyn Hodges and Gaylyn
Fite; two brothers, George Brownen and
Carl Smith.

Funeral services for Derrick
Armstrong were held Friday,
November 29, 2019 at 2:00 PM at the
United Pentecostal Church of Okemah.
Wake services will be Thursday, 6:00 –
8:00 PM at the Parks Brothers Funeral
Home Chapel in Okemah.

Jonathan Van Trujillo 38 of Elgin went to
his heavenly home on Sunday in Lawton
with his loving family by his side.
Graveside services will be 11:00 A.M.
Thursday November 7, 2019 at Mt. Scott
KCA Cemetery with Gordon Whitewolf
officiating. Burial will follow under the
direction of Comanche Nation Funeral
Home. Visitation will be at the funeral
home on Wednesday from 12PM until 5PM.
Jonathan was born June 7, 1981 in Ft.
Carson, Colorado to Johnny and Clarice
(Kopepasah) Trujillo.
Jonathan was a member of the Comanche
Nation of Oklahoma and was of Kiowa and
Mexican Decent. He was on the National
Honor Society and Cameron University
Alumni. He received his Bachelor of
Business Administration Degree. He
enjoyed the Denver Bronco’s and the CU
Buffalos, and the OKC Thunder, loved his
music, Cadillac’s, car shows, being with his
family and friends. He loved his cats Blue,
Happy and Gracie.
He worked at the Ft. Sill Apache Casino and
previously at Comanche Casino.
He is survived by: parents Johnny and
Clarice Trujillo of Elgin; brother Abel M.
Trujillo and his fiancé Britney Nibbs of
Lawton; uncles and aunts: Sandra Trujillo,
Arthur and Debra Trujillo; Victor and Joyce
Kopepassah, Michelle Kopepassah; niece,
Nalani; nephew Elijah; cousin Candida
Ferrer and Sonny Whitewolf.

Derrick Armstrong was born August 6,
1980 in Okmulgee, Oklahoma to
Timothy Lee Armstrong and Robin
Bobbie Jimboy. He passed away
Sunday, November 24, 2019 west of
Okemah, Oklahoma at the age of 39.
Derrick was a resident of Okemah,
Oklahoma and a graduate of Norman
High School. He worked in maintenance
and also enjoyed fishing and mechanic
work.
He is preceded in death by one daughter,
Lalonnie Armstrong.
Survivors include his mother, Robin
Jimboy of Okemah; his father, Timothy
Lee Armstrong of Okemah; two sons,
Dylan McClellam and fiancé Adrienna
of Yukon and Robbie Armstrong of
Carnegie, Oklahoma; two daughters,
Michelle Pocowatchit of Carnegie and
Rose Armstrong of Carnegie; two
sisters, Maritha Armstrong of Oklahoma
City and Naomi Armstrong of Okemah
and one grandchild, Eden McClellam.
He is also survived by Marquita
Pocowatchit of Carnegie.
Serving as active pallbearers will be
Alan Jimboy, Travis Delaware, Mitchell
Harjo, Jeremy Vaughn, William Jimboy,
Alfred Delaware, James Delaware and
Elliott Bidcreek.
Acting deacons will be Elliott Birdcreek
and James Armstrong.

He is preceded in death by: grandparents:
Ernest and Yvonne Trujillo and Oris and
Helen Chasenah; aunts and uncles: Terase J.
Whitewolf; Alfred R. Kopepassah.

10 Kiowa Rules to Live By
Created by
Dianna Hadley
Special thank you
"ah-ho" to Phil
Dupoint for his
assistance and
translation of the
Kiowa language.

K'aw-ohn tahn haydle - have compassion
Thaw-dape - always be humble, kind hearted, & respectful
K'ote dae oh dow Dome-gyah - love mother earth
Main daw t'sau Dom-moye Ahm Daw-K'ee - always pray to the Creator
Na'w-thape-kope Nane-daw Kote-dae ah-doe - love the people
Thigh-gyah ate Thoe-dayn-mah - speak straight, tell the truth
Yaht-tye-ohm na'w-thape kope - give assistance, take care of your people
Na'w-tsahle ah-thaw - be responsible for your own actions
Saw-thaye kaul-aye Thigh-gyah Thaye-kope - come and work together for the good of the people
Maw-taime gyah, Maw-haim-maw K'hoiye - learn, study, and teach your Kiowa...

Marland Lee “Fuzz”Toyekoyah Sr. age
73, of Anadarko, Ok, was born to Evaline
Komalty Toyekoyah in Lawton, Ok on
March 3, 1946. He passed away on
Thursday, December 5th, 2019.
Marland graduated from Carnegie High
School in 1964. Where he was a proud
member of the 1962 Carnegie Wildcat
Semifinal football team. He continued his
education at Haskell Institute, where he
received his associate’s degree in
business. And was a member of the
Haskell Basketball team. He also
attended the University of Science and
Arts of Oklahoma where he pursued a
degree in Political Science and Indian
studies with the hopes of being a high
school coach. He married Dawn Cecille
Daugomah in 1966. He then joined the
United States Army in 1967 and served
in the Vietnam war in the 25th infantry
division as a “scout dog” handler. His
dog was named “Little John”. He
received two purple hearts and a Bronze
Star for his meritorious military efforts.
After his military service, He settled in
Phoenix Arizona where he worked
several jobs before working 30 years
with the Bureau of Indian Affairs.
He was an athletic person who loved
sports and played football, basketball,
golf, and fast pitch softball in his later
years. He was an avid fisherman and
hunter and loved the outdoors and
camping every 4th of July at the Kiowa
Gourd Clan Ceremonies in Carnegie,
Oklahoma. He loved the Oklahoma
Sooners in any sport, Oklahoma City
Thunder and Dallas Cowboys. He loved
Western TV shows and movies.
Marland is survived by two sons,
Marland “Bonner” Toyekoyah Jr. and
Wife Sha of Anadarko, Ok. and Allie
Jason Toyekoyah and companion Larissa
Beard of Oklahoma City, OK.
Grandsons: Sky Christopher James,
Marland “Trey”,and Titan Noble Luke
Toyekoyah of Anadarko, Ok. Matthew
Arthur James, John Akie Tahgaah Hall of
Albuquerque, NM. Granddaughters:
Ahnawake Dahn and Leynne Annette
Toyekoyah of Anadarko, OK. Katielynn
Lee Dawn Hall of Albuquerque, NM.
Great Grandson, Bradley Herrera
Toyekoyah of Oklahoma City. One sister
Myra Leanne “Annie” Smith of
Anadarko, OK. Special sons Ronald
“Chris” Paddlety and Myles “Punkin”
Stephenson Jr.
He was preceded in death by; His wife of
38 years Dawn Cecille Daugomah
Toyekoyah, His Beloved Daughter Geri
Lynn Toyekoyah, His Mother Evaline
Komalty Toyekoyah. His Brother Bernie
“Redfeather” Toyekoyah Sr., Brother
Thad “Bobbie O” Toyekoyah, and
Grandson Matthew Alan Toyekoyah.

For News,
Videos,
Announcements,
Pictures, &
Livestreams; visit
Facebook page:
The Kiowa Tribe

Dominique Golightly
Meet Dominique Golightly, a Kiowa
Tribal member and Senior at the
Abilene Christian University in Texas.
Dominique has excelled both on the
court and in her academics. She is
expected to have a great season this
year and is becoming quite the role
model for the Kiowa Youth.
She is the daughter of Eric and
Melainie Golightly of Chickasha, OK.

Worthington Signs with North Texas

The Kiowa Tribe Youth Sports &
Activities expressed how extremely proud
they are of Janie. The dedication,
sacrificies, energy, and time is something
everyone can aspire to. "Good luck and
congratulations on all of your
accomplishments."

Kiowa Tribe Youth Sports & Activities Program
Monday - Friday: 8:00 am - 4:30 pm
Phone: (580) 654-6375
Email: ktysp@kiowatribe.org

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Student Athlete Spotlight for November
2019 #KiowaAthletes

Kiowa Tribal member, Janie Worthington
of Carnegie Public Schools sign the Letter
of intent for the University of North
Texas on November 13, 2019 at the
Carnegie Public School's Hoop City
gymnasium. Her proud parents, family,
and friends were present to support and
celebrate this big step toward her future.
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NCAI Honors Jaunita Daugomah Ahtone
By Neely Tsoodle

ALBUQUERQUE, NM - The Kiowa
Tribe stood on the oldest and largest stage
that impacts Native American tribal
sovereignty and rights, the National
Congress of American Indians (NCAI). A
strong delegation of Kiowa tribal
members journeyed to Albuquerque, NM
to be a part of NCAI honoring the late
Juanita Daugomah Ahtone on October 24,
2019.
This year marked the 76th time the NCAI
met for its annual conference. Every year,
for more than 45 years, Ahtone played an
instrumental part as a volunteer and
Elections Committee Chair. If any of you
have ever attended one of these
conferences, you’ll know it’s fast-paced
and attended by the tribe’s highest
leaders, backed by hundreds of Natives
across North America.
On this day, bi-annual election results for
NCAI Executive Board seats were at
stake. The crowd waited anxiously, then it
was announced Ahtone would be honored
at that moment. The hustle and bustle of
the event came to a crawl and all eyes
turned to the stage. Kiowa tribal members
who came to be a part of this day made
their way to their places up front.
Ahtone’s nephew Burnett Pewenofkit
humored the crowd by remembering his
aunt’s character. Pewenofkit talked about
her stern, yet witty way she used to carry
herself. Pewenofkit said he did not want
to stand up there and brag about his
“auntie-momma,” because that is not what
she would want. Playfully and proudly he
did talk about her accolades. “She met
four U.S. Presidents, rubbed elbows with
governors, congressmen, senators,
presented awards to the likes of Senator
Elizabeth Warren,” said Pewenofkit.

Pewenofkit continued to say he would
not gloat about Ahtone “because she
would not want that.” One thing she
did want everyone to know is that she
had a strong love for her people and
her language. She’d teach the Kiowa
language to anyone who would listen
Pewenofkit said. She also had no
problem with letting everyone know
that she was not ashamed when “she
slugged the cardboard cut out of
[Donald] Trump,” Pewenofkit
explained. At this point, the crowd
roared with laughter!
It was an honor that NCAI opened a
window of time to honor my aunt
Pewenofkit said. Several Kiowa tribal
leaders, Chairman Matthew Komalty
and Legislative Speaker Marilyn Bread
spoke on the tribe and legislative
branches behalf. NCAI dignitaries also
spoke fondly of Ahtone. Her
contributions, wisdom and directives
to NCAI could be heard beyond Indian
Country. As part of the memorium
several Kiowa hymns and prayer were
offered by the elders who made the
trip. There was not a single dry eye in
the audience.
In closing, Pewenofkit thank the NCAI
organization and family for taking care
of his aunt for almost fifty years. He
stressed that his aunt would want
everyone to know that her time with
NCAI was “fun, exciting and
memorable and that she did not see
this opportunity as a job,” said
Pewenofkit.
The Lord’s Prayer was presented and
Pewenofkit asked the crowd to join in
and hold hands, something that Ahtone
would want to see. “Sometimes we
don’t set out to be a legacy, it just
happens,” Pewenofkit said. “Our aunt
not only made her life into a legacy.
She turned herself into an icon.”

Crow Nation Vs. Oklahoma
The first week of November was a special
time for many because of the annual hand
games. The friendship between the Crow
Nation and Kiowa Tribe has expanded over
the years. Tribal members look forward to
seeing their friends and kin folks at the events.

Keeping with the tradition, the games are
only played during the fall and winter
months.
Other surrounding tribes had adopted the
game and invite the Crow Nation while
their in Oklahoma.

Photos Taken from the
2019 Hand Games at
Red Buffalo Hall
Photography is courtesy of Eugenie Big Eagle
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This past November I had the opportunity to write and create a few postings on the Kiowa
Tribe's Facebook page as part of Native American Heritage month. Every story is special
to me; however, the piece from the previous year about Kiowa cradle boards is still a
favorite. An impressive 22,958 views and over 245 shares, it remains as one of my most
successful publishings this present day.
That being said, I decided to have the piece published in print for the first time. Hope you
enjoy this piece as I do.
- Dianna Hadley

Kiowa Cradle Boards
Kiowa cradleboards are well
known because of the intricate
designs and beadwork. The use of
color and geometric designs make
the Kiowa cradleboard easy to
identify. Traditionally a prayer is
said before the work to construct
one begins. Older cradleboards
have two different designs, each
side to represent the father and
mother’s family. On top is the
“pay-pote” (umbilical cord) pouch
shaped like a diamond, across the
top is a piece of red wool usually
decorated with antique sequins.
Often such objects determined the
person/family status within the
Kiowa Tribe.
The cradleboard also symbolizes
the collaboration of both man and
woman; each has their own role/
duties but not one is more
significant than the other. Men
create weapons out of bodark wood
which is another reason men carve
the cradles; at the same time the
women use the bodark wood to
honor life as this will serve as the
infant’s first home.

The infant is wrapped in a blanket
then place inside the cradle which is
strapped to a specially designed flat
board or wood plank. Originally the
cradle was made out of buckskin and
lined with soft furs; the use of beads
began as a result of trading with
settlers. Presently the use of cradle
boards is still vivid and being made;
however, materials such as blankets
or Pendleton are used instead of
buckskin.

December 2019

Kiowa Elders Thanksgiving 2019
CARNEGIE, Okla. – Thanksgiving is a
time to be thankful for our many blessings.
Out of respect for our elders, the Kiowa
Tribe Administration on Aging (AOA)
held its annual Thanksgiving Dinner for
tribal elders. The event was held at the
AOA building, Carnegie, Okla., on
Thursday, November 21, 2019. More than
230 elders were in attendance, which is the
largest recorded elders Thanksgiving to
date. Tribal Chairman Matthew Komalty,
Vice-Chair Rhonda Ahhaitty and
legislators from six districts were in
attendance. The day’s event included the
Anadarko JOM Children’s Kiowa
language group. The children sang
Christmas and traditional church hymns in
the Kiowa language. They also performed
sign language.

Challenges about the cradle board
have been made over the years,
claiming that it is hazardous for the
baby. Research however has proven
that no damage or harm is placed
upon the infant once inside the
structure. Swaddling aides in the
development of the baby’s tiny
muscles meanwhile the items adorn
on the cradle board allow the child’s
eyes to focus which also aides in the
infant’s eyesight.
Special thank you "ah-ho" to Lahoma HorseZotigh and others for their stories and input
in directing my research.

Photo on left is of
Stephen Mopope
(infant) and mother,
Pau-kei-gope. The
actual cradle board is
inside the Taylor
Museum in Colorado
Springs.
Photo on right is Ella
Faye Bigbow Horse,
97 yrs old. Picture is
made courtesy by her
only daughter who
stated that this was the
last cradle board her
mother made.

Corn & Potato Chowder
www.greeleyschools.org
INGREDIENTS:

1 med ONION (chopped)

1 Stalk of CELERY (chopped)
3 cloves of GARLIC (minced)
3 1/2 cups of CHICKEN BROTH
1/2 tsp. CUMIN
1 1/2 tsp dried THYME (crushed)
2 cups of frozen/canned CORN (Mexicorn preferred)
1 large baking POTATO (peeled and diced)
1 tbl CORNSTARCH
1 1/2 cups NONFAT MILK
SALT & PEPPER to taste
Small amount of Veg OIL or cooking spray
PREPARATIONS:
Spray a heavy saucepan with vegetable oil, or cooking spray; add onion and celery, brown
for 2 to 3 minutes. Add broth, cumin, thyme, and bay leaf; bring to boil. Reduce heat to
low and simmer, uncovered, for 10 minutes. Add corn and potatoes; return to a simmer
and cook until all vegetables are tender, 5 to 10 minutes.
Place cornstarch in a small covered container. Slowly add milk and shake until cornstarch
is dissolved. Stir into the soup and return to a simmer. Cook, stirring, until thickened.
Season with salt and pepper. Makes 6 (1/2 cup) servings.
VARIATIONS:
- Canned corn can be substituted for Mexicorn but does not have the same eye appeal or
flavor.
- If dried thyme is not available, substitute other dried herbs such as crushed rosemary or
basil.
- Nonfat evaporated skim milk may be substituted for the extra-strength nonfat milk.
HEALTH TIP:
Mixing extra strength dry milk creates a creamier soup without the harmful animal fat
found in whole milk or cream. To mix dry milk, add 1 part dry milk (1/2 cup) to 2 parts of
water (1 cup).

More photos from the 2019 Kiowa Elder Payment Disbursement

