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__ Kiowa elder bonds with 10-year-old actress on ‘News of the World’ movie set

By Guest Writer Nancy Marie Spears
Gaylord News

“I can look you in the eye and just about tell sincerity 
in somebody,” said Dorothy WhiteHorse DeLaune, 
who built an enduring friendship with a then-10-
year-old German actress on a New Mexico movie set.  

“I knew she was a special child, there was nothing 
snobby or anything,” said WhiteHorse, 88. “If she 
found me on the set, she’d come over and get her 
little chair and sit with me.”

The first time WhiteHorse met Helena Zengel, she 
gave the child star a beaded cross. The second time, 
WhiteHorse gave her a little doll. Zengel was so 
touched by the gifts that she couldn’t put them down, 
WhiteHorse said. 

Along with a Kiowa linguist, WhiteHorse taught 
Zengel the language and customs of the Kiowa Tribe 
for the girl’s role in “News of the World,” which 
stars two-time Academy Award winner Tom Hanks. 

On Monday, “News of the World” received four 
Academy Award nominations for best original score, 
best cinematography, best production design and best 
sound.  The movie was shut out in nominations for 
best picture, Hanks or Zengel. 

“News of the World,” released on Christmas Day 
2020, is based on a 2016 novel of the same name by 
Texas novelist Paulette Jiles. The film follows 
Captain Jefferson Kyle Kidd (Hanks), a Confederate 
veteran who travels from town-to-town reading the 
news, as he seeks to return the 10-year-old Johanna 
(Zengel) to her last remaining relative. Johanna had 
been captured and raised from a young age by the 
Kiowa after her German settler family was killed in 
Texas.

“It was a thrilling experience for me at this age,” 
WhiteHorse said of her work with the movie 
production. “But I’ve been wanting to tell about our 
tribe. It has been my lifetime goal. I'm still proud to 
be a Kiowa woman.” 

On Jan. 25, 1933, WhiteHorse was born in a tipi near 
Anadarko, which is 60 miles southwest of Oklahoma 
City. She is the last remaining survivor of her 
parents’ 12 children and many more adopted siblings. 

WhiteHorse, who had eight children of her own, was 
widowed when she was 50 and never remarried. She 
prefers to be called by her maiden name.

WhiteHorse is one of just a handful of Kiowa Elders left 
who are fluent in the language. She said she didn’t learn 
English until she was about six years old. 

Her family used to hold their Native American church 
meetings at night, “so the agents wouldn't catch them and 
tear down the tipi before daylight,” she said, referring to 
the government Indian agents.

“If they were caught practicing any of their things, they 
were not going to kill us in that time but they were going 
to withhold their rations and their land allotment money 
and everything. And I grew up like that. And we just kept 
on practicing.”

WhiteHorse and the linguist began teaching the young 
actress the Kiowa language needed for her role nearly a 
year before the producers invited WhiteHorse and her 
daughter Lynda to join the set in New Mexico in 
September 2019. That’s when WhiteHorse first met 
Zengel in-person.   (Continue on page 9.)

If the Legislature fails to approve an annual budget 
within sixty days of presentment of a proposed annual 
budget by the Chairman to the Legislature by February 1st, 
then the annual budget presented by the Chairman shall be 
deemed approved for the purpose of placing such budget 
before the voters for approval or disapproval. If a new 
annual budget is not approved by the beginning of the fiscal 
year, then the most recently approved budget shall remain in 
effect until a new budget is approved. - Kiowa Constitution, 
Article VI, Section 6. (vi). 

“Our [Kiowa} constitution is still very young, which is 
very interesting among myself and other tribes too, to see 
how we are progressing,” explained Jessie Svitak, Kiowa 
District 4 Legislator, “We are only four years old as a 
tribe with this constitution.” 

The year 2020 was stressful for the Kiowa government 
body. The Covid 19 pandemic forced both the executive 
and legislative branches into new challenges as the 
coronavirus continued its widespread throughout the 
year. Still, it is important for the Kiowa Tribal 
Government to follow its guidelines in accordance with 
its constitution. 

On January 27, 2021, the Kiowa Chairman’s 2021-2022 
annual budget was presented by the Kiowa Treasurer, 
Ernest Redbird Jr.  Mr. Redbird submitted the appropriate 
documentation in person to Anita Johnson, Kiowa 
District 5 Legislator & Secretary, to be distributed to all 
the Legislatures for their review and consideration. 

The time frame for the Kiowa Legislator to approve the 
Kiowa Chairman’s 2021-2022 annual budget expired on 
March 28, 2021.  As a result, a memo was submitted and 
received by the Kiowa Election Commission on March 
29, 2021 for the purpose to place the Chairman’s budget 
on ballot. On Thursday April 8, 2021, a memo was 
received from the Election Commission stating they are 
accepting the budget submitted by the Chairman and it 
will be put before the Kiowa Indian Council for vote.  

The total revenue expected to be received by the Kiowa

The Kiowa Tribe of Oklahoma receives 
preliminary inquiries by the U.S. Treasury Office 

of Inspector General on the Coronavirus Relief 
Fund

CARNEGIE, Okla. - The Executive Branch of the 
Kiowa Tribe was recently contacted by the US 
Treasury Office of Inspector General regarding the 
payments the Tribe made with the Coronavirus Relief 
Fund (CRF). In the preliminary documentation request 
by the Office of Inspector General, the Tribe has until 
April 23rd to respond to and/or provide documentation 
to support the various expenditures it has made with 
the CRF, or to refute any allegations that have been 
brought forth. The Department of the Treasury Office 
of Inspector General is responsible for monitoring and 
oversight of the receipt, disbursement, and use of 
Coronavirus Relief Fund (CRF) payments as 
authorized by Title VI of the Social Security Act, as 
amended by Title V of Division A of the Coronavirus 
Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act). 
Treasury OIG was also assigned authority to recoup 
funds in the event that it is determined a recipient of a 
CRF payment failed to comply with requirements of 
subsection 601(d) of the Social Security Act, as 
amended, (42 U.S.C. 801(d)).

One specific area being targeted by the OIG are the 
direct payments the Tribe made to its tribal members 
as a per capita payment which is prohibited by the 
treasury department guidelines.

OIG is questioning whether an assessment of 
individual need was performed prior to the issuance of 
payments to tribal members. The OIG is requesting a 
detailed explanation and supporting documentation to 
confirm how the assessment of need was performed 
and the results of that assessment. An assessment 
provides the proof needed for payments to individual 
tribal members.

Besides the direct payments, a total of 14 questionable 
items have been conveyed to the Tribe by the Treasury 
OIG.

The Executive Branch will work cooperatively with 
the Treasury OIG to respond to the agency’s 
preliminary inquiries. Any tribal members wanting 
more specific details not contained in this release are 
urged to contact Kiowa Tribe Public Relations. If you 
have any questions, please contact 
ntsoodle@kiowatribe.org.

Tribe is $11,354,609.00 for the year 2022.  The memo that 
was turned over to the Kiowa Election Commission stated 
that the Chairman’s annual budget is $11,354,609; 
meanwhile, the budget that was created by the Kiowa 
Legislature, Proposed Budget-Summary, had the total 
amount of tribal budget at $10,366,460.00. That is a 
$988,149 difference. The Kiowa Constitution explains in 
Arftile VII, Section 4, Powers (a) that the annual budget 
shall include all projected revenue from all sources; 
meaning that the projected budget should match the revenue 
amount. 

In the budget elections held last year to approve the 20-21 
Tribal Budget the Kiowa Tribe had 1,484 votes cast in for 
the July 18, 2020 election for the approval of the budget 
submitted by the Chairman. The budget failed; 641 votes 
for, and 843 against. On August 22, 2020 the Kiowa Tribe 
had 1,719 votes cast for the approval of the budget 
submitted by the Legislature. The budget passed with 1044 
voting for the approval and 675 voting against. 

The Kiowa Tribe has approximately 6,989 eligible voters 
who can participate in the elections. The numbers reveal 
that only 25-30% of tribal membership are exercising their 
right to VOTE. The budget process has been completed in 
accordance with the Kiowa Constitution and the last step is 
for the Kiowa Indian Council to vote for the budget’s 
approval or disapproval (Tribal Budget Timeline, see 
kiowatribe.org).  

Kiowa Tribal Members have begun to receive their budget 
election notice during the beginning of the week of April 
15, 2021. Election ballots will be mailed on April 21, 2021; 
polls site will be available on election day, May 15, 2021.  

Backlash about the budget has already begun by a few tribal 
members who utilize social media to express their opinions 
and share how they feel about the situation at hand. 
However, the concern is what will happen if the Chairman’s 
annual budget does not get approved by the members of the 
Kiowa Tribe? A repeat from last year we will have to have a 
second election to consider the Legislature’s Annual Tribal 
Budget which will cost addition funding to host another 

election time will lapse for this process to be completed in 
accordance with the Constitution.  

 It is important for the Kiowa Tribal members to review the facts 
and create their own opinion. What makes the budget election so 
interesting is knowing that a modification will need to be made 
because of the expected Rescue Act funding that will require 
those allocations to be added to the 2021-2022 budget. 

If the Chairman’s budget does get approved by voters, then a 
modification of the approved budget will be able to begin the 
amendment process. The Legislature shall have the power to 
enact budget modifications twice per year by law (Article VI, 
Section 6. Powers (iii)). 

If the Chairman’s budget does not get approved by the voters, 
then the process must start over and the Kiowa Tribe will remain 
its operations from the previous budget that was passed. This 
could create problems for some of the tribal programs and 
possibly the grant programs as well. The current fiscal year will 
end on June 30, 2021; the programs that may have expended 
their budget may not have enough funds to continue operation 
until a new budget is approved by the KIC (Kiowa Indian 
Council). 

Overall it is of importance that the Kiowa Tribal members get 
involved and exercise their right to vote. “It is not about whose 
budget gets approved, it’s about following the budget process as 
defined by the adopted Kiowa Constitution.” The Kiowa Budget 
election is scheduled for May 15, 2021 (see page 8). 

Kiowa Chairman Matthew Komalty stated the following: I am 
often accused and attacked for not following the Kiowa 
Constitution; however, I have never been found guilty of not 
following the constitution of the Kiowa Tribe. I did complete the 
tribal buget process in a timely manner according to the 
constitution.  Therefore I am asking for your support and hope 
that you get involved exercise your right to vote.

References: The Kiowa Constitution; kiowatribe.org; Kiowa Election Comission, 
Kiowa Executive Branch; Kiowa Legislature, Jessie Svitak, Facebook Page: 
Kiowa Tribe District #4 Legislator Jessie Svitak.

The Kiowa Tribe Will Have An Election For The 2021-2022 Annual Budget 
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Kiowa News: Gaui Tau:De'Gya is a monthly publication; the 
staff consisting of writers and photographers are proud 

members of the Native American Journalism Association 
(NAJA).

Contributing writers & photographers: Dianna Hadley, 
Neely Tsoodle, and Adriel Clements.

All stories, pictures, and announcements may be sent to 
kiowanews@kiowatribe.org for publication inside 

Kiowa News.

Kiowa News is available at the following locations:

Carnegie, OK - Kiowa Tribal Complex, Carnegie Library, Hop 
n Sack, IHS Clinic, and the corner store by 4-way stop; 

Anadarko, OK - IHS Clinic, Kiowa Offices, Kiowa Housing 
Authority, Apache Housing, Oklahoma Arts & Crafts, and 

Warrior Mart; Lawton, OK - IHS hospital, Kiowa District 4 
Legislature Office, and Comanche Gift Shop; Apache, OK - Hop 

n Sack; Mt View, OK - Hop n Sack; Hobart, OK - Sunny's 
Convenience Store; Oklahoma City, OK - Indian Clinic; 

Norman, OK - Kiowa District 7 Legislature Office.

The Kiowa Chairman fully supports the Bill of 
Rights as it reads in the Kiowa Constitution, 

Article 1- Section b:

The government of the tribe shall not make or 
enforce any law which prohibits the freedom of 

speech, expression, or of the press, or the right of 
the People peaceably to assemble and to petition 

the government for redress of grievance.

K'ee ohn dae daw, K'oy doh mah, 
Iye yone ohn.

Hi friends,

I would like to begin my first entry by 
expressing a heartfelt 'thank you' to 
you, our readers. It is because of your 
requests for the tribal newspaper, 
Kiowa News, that I have returned and 
rejoined the team.

I am honored as well as humbled to be 
a part of this production since its 
beginning in August 2018. When the 
first editor of Kiowa News & the 
Kiowa Newsletter, Mr. Keith Vasquez, 
first approached me and asked if I 
write; I had no idea that it would soon 
become my career. I learned a lot 
because of his direction, and together 
we witnessed the growth of our 
audience. We began with 8 subscribers 
before the first publication was ever 
printed. Today, we are at a steady 241 
and will continue to grow. Kiowa 
News currently reaches an audience 
across the United States, 23 states to be 
exact. Our readers are mostly consisted 
of tribal members; however, we are 
beginning to see others take an interest 
in our production, including non-
natives and members of other tribes. I 
for one, am very proud of that fact and 
hope to see this newspaper and 
audience continue to evolve.

I love what I do and consider myself an 
advocate for my tribe. K'yahkhome bah 
ah Hei-dae, beautiful people. I enjoy 
every opportunity received to write and 
showcase the culture and heritage that 
is a representation of the Kiowa Tribe.

I am not perfect, I do make mistakes; 
but that is okay, it's part of being 
human. Everyone learns and grows 
because of their mishaps.

The Kiowa News staff works hard and 
tries to be better each time a new 
assignment is given. It is our goal to fill 
these pages with news, stories, 
activities, and other information that we 
feel our audience would like to see.

If you have suggestions, ideas, or 
perhaps something you would like to 
share to be included in our production; 
please contact us. We would love to 
hear from you; our favorite people, our 
readers.

Again, "ah-ho" (thank you) for your 
endless support and requests, it means 
so much to all of us here at Kiowa 
News.

Stay safe, and please take special care 
of yourself. Keep our Kiowa Tribe in 
your prayers.

 Iye yone ohn,
 Ms.Dianna Hadley

From the Editor...

__________________________________________________________________

toss the makeup brush in a specific 
direction was pretty easy; but trying to 
time their video sequence just right to 
go in time with the other was a bit 
difficult. Overall, we had the best time 
showing off our Kiowa style of dress. A 
chance to show how unique and 
different we are from other tribes. I 
loved the outcome of the final video 
once it aired. 

I would like to thank everyone who has 
been there not only for me, but my 
family as well. The ladies that helped 
my mom and those who gave their 
support. I could go on and on; but I 
especially want to the thank the Kiowa 
Tribe for trusting me to represent them 
with this role. It has truly been an honor 
and a privilege. 

Now that its 2021, I am getting closer to 
my end of my final year in high school, 
Class of 2021, Wichita East High, 
Wichita, Kansas. I do plan to continue 
my education; I’m still learning, and 
still growing, which means I make 
different arrangements when it comes to 
my future. For right now, I want to 
focus on self-care and my class courses. 

Please, to all my beautiful Kiowa 
People, wear your mask! Stay social 
distance from each other, and keep 
washing your hands! If everyone will 
keep doing this, we can all slow down 
the spread. Think of your loved ones 
before going inside a store or job. Just 
wearing a mask and keep hands clean. 
Remember our elders, keep them safe. 
And do take care of yourself. Aho 

The most memorable part of being 
Kiowa Princess for me would have to 
be the 2019 American Indian 
Exposition in particularly the parade 
and showcase. I had the best time of my 
life with all the other tribal princesses, 
we each shared a one in a lifetime 
moment. It was unfortunate to not have 
the event in 2020, I’m sure it was hard 
for everyone. 

When I first learned about keeping the 
Kiowa Princess title another year, I was 
happy. But as I began to process it, I 
realized that it was going to be 
different. I wouldn’t be able to go and 
represent my people for a while, which 
truthfully made me sad. My family and 
I love to travel, so this really was not 
something that we were ready for. 
Especially to not have the opportunity 
to be home all the time with our Kiowa 
people. Still, I try my best to represent 
the Kiowa Tribe the best way that I 
know how. 

I stay connected to a lot of loved ones 
through social media. One day I came 
across a trend on TikTok called pass 
the brush (#passthebrush), I found it to 
be inspiring because the creator was a 
Native girl. I don’t exactly remember 
her name but the girls and I think she’s 
from the Apache. Upon seeing this 
video, we, Andrea Botone, Juliana 
Wahnee, Abigail Horse, and myself, 
decided to add a Southern twist. The 
Cozad singers then became our back up 
song for this video clip.

The making of the video took a bit of 
time and patience. Having the girls 

A Message from the 2019-2021 Kiowa Tribal Princess

Photos provided 
by Ms. Toppah.

 Left picture is 
taken with the 
Kiowa Warrior 
Women, right 
photo is taken 
with the Kiowa 
Princess Director, 
Misty Bointy

Garcia Will Represent the Kiowa Tribe at the 
Annual Shrine Bowl 

GRETNA, Nebraska – Arian Garcia is a 
senior from Gretna High School, Gretna, 
Nebraska. He was recently nominated and 
chosen to compete at the 63rd annual Shrine 
Bowl of Nebraska scheduled for Saturday, 
June 5, 2021 at 2:00 PM, at the at the Ron 
and Carol Cope Stadium Foster Field 
located at the University of Kearney-
Nebraska. “We are super honored, 
humbled, and excited for our son. He is my 
oldest, so this has been an emotional roller 
coaster for me,” expressed his mother and 
1994 Kiowa Tribal Princess, Sharon 
(Bailey) Garcia. 

Arian is the son of Gabriel & Sharon 
Garcia, he has one brother, Caden Garcia 
who is in the 10th grade and also attends the 
Gretna High School. Maternal grandparents 
are Frances Bailey and the late John Bailey 
of Carnegie, Oklahoma; Paternal 
grandparents are Freddy and Carmen 
Rodriquez of Toa Alta, Puerto Rico; great 
grandparents are the late Rev. Walden Ware 
and Ivy Satepauhoodle Ware. 

Arian has played football since the age of 
six, he also lettered in track (4 years), 
football (3 years), and academics (3 years). 
He is a three-year varsity starter and named 
to the All-Metro Conference. Garcia will be 
attending Bemidji State University in 
Bemidji Minnesota in the fall of 2021; he 
plans to continue to play college football 
and study aquatic biology. 

The Nebraska Shrine Bowl is a premier 
event for selected high school athletes, since 
its inception in 1959. The football game 
itself features graduating high school 
seniors from around the state. The Nebraska 
Shrine Bowl has also featured two Heisman 
Trophy winners and Outland Trophy 
winners in addition to a long list of All-
Americans. 

All profits from the annual Shrine Bowl will 
benefit the 22 Shriners Hospitals that are 
located throughout the United States, 
Canada, and Mexico, including 18 
orthopedic hospitals, three burn hospitals, 
and one that provides both orthopedic, burn, 
and spinal cord care. The Shriners Hospitals 
are dedicated to providing advanced, 
specialized care to children under the age of 
18, free of charge. 

Haun dae ohn dae Baht t'sahn gaw 
Bhat bohn. Simmone Toppah Nah ah 
daw. Doi Tone Soy Hay Ah Kui Khawn. 

My name is Simone Toppah, my 
Kiowa name is Doi Tone Soy Hay 
which means Blue Healing Water. 
It was normal for me to attend school 
during the week, and powwows during 
the weekends. But since this pandemic 
happened, I have yet to be in person at 
school, dances, or any other social 
gathering. Covid-19 has affected my 
family and learning lifestyle badly. It 
seems like years that I’ve been able to 
take part in school or be home with our 
Kiowa people. 
Currently I’m taking online courses for 
school. I’ve also started projects such 
as new beadwork sets and sewing new 
dresses. (I keep praying and hoping for 
a new social season to begin soon.) I 
enjoy doing these projects because it 
makes me feel at home, I often think 
about my friends and family in the 
arena when I do these things. 
My first year as Kiowa Princess was 
exciting. I was able to go new places, 
travel to various powwows, 
ceremonies, and more. I even had the 
opportunity to meet new and old 
friends, make memories, hear the 
songs, and eat a lot of food as well! 
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From the desk of Kiowa Tribal Chairman

- Matthew Komalty

KHEGP Student of the Month Spotlight

Monday - Friday 8:00 am - 4:30 pm 
Phone: (580) 654-6324
Email: highered@kiowatribe.org

Follow Us on 
Facebook page: 
Kiowa Higher 

Education Grant 
Program.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Dear Kiowa Tribal Members,

As we welcome the spring season, we 
are grateful for many projects that we 
have completed and some that are 
nearing completion. I wanted to take this 
opportunity to update you on our 
progress.

The Kiowa Tribe was awarded $26-
million to help with emergency 
assistance during this unprecedented 
time. Now development structurally is 
evident on the grounds at the Kiowa 
Tribal Complex in Carnegie, Okla. On 
December 21, 2020, a groundbreaking 
ceremony was held for a new 
COVID-19/Senior Activity Center 
located behind the complex and west of 
the dance and activity grounds.

Today, you can see a construction crew 
working through the elements, 
scaffolding towering a portion of the 
wall that has gone up. It's a 20-thousand 
square foot single-story building that 
falls under the CARES Act guidelines.

Its main purpose is to be a center-
controlled facility operating as an 
emergency center under conditions that 
warrant.

The center and staff will be responsible 
for carrying out the principles of 
emergency preparations in the event of a 
lack of emergency conditions that can 
occur. It will also allow for a short-term 
fix for housing tribal members under 
emergency conditions, such as ice 
storms.

The center will be operated with critical 
components to carry out actions that are 
necessary and will be staffed with 
qualified individuals accordingly and 
depending on situations as they occur.

During the times when emergency 
conditions are not in operation, senior 
citizens may use the building to gather 
when the virus has ended. 

Construction is expected to be completed 
approximately early October or near the 
end of November.

 One structure we are proud to say is 
complete is the new 80 x 40 storage unit 
located behind the current AOA building 
on the tribal complex grounds.

It’s a dry storage building where a large 
supply of long-shelf-life foods will be 
purchased and stored for use in the event 
of a crisis or emergency.

A new fitness center is nearing 
completion. It’s located inside Red 
Buffalo Hall and fully equipped with the 
latest training gear. The need for a healthy 
community was always important, but 
more so when the pandemic hit. The 
coronavirus is known for attacking our 
upper respiratory system, with more 
physical exercise we are less likely to 
have health problems or letting 
COVID-19 consume our bodies.

Two Continuity of OPerations (COOP) 
centers were purchased in Lawton and 
Anadarko. These facilities will serve as 
annexes to the main office in Carnegie 
during emergency times.

Tax Commission is one of the busiest 
programs for the tribe and employees deal 
with the public daily. Much needed 
upgrades were made to safeguard 
employees and clients. There is now a 
drive-through for social distancing.

The tribe also utilized a two-story high 
LED marquee as one more tool to 
communicate with tribal members passing 
by.

And lastly, two high grade automatic 
security gates at the entry and exit have 
been placed to safeguard the premises 
during the pandemic. During normal times 
the gates continue to serve the complex 
for security reasons.

Kiowa Tribe Executive Branch will 
continue to keep the public informed of 
projects of the CARES Act emergency 
funding and other tribal business. I wish 
you all the best and continue to encourage 
you to wear your masks and practice 
social distancing.

I also don’t want to end without offering 
my sincere condolences and prayers to 
those who lost loved ones due to 
COVID-19. Much prayers going up to our 
tribal and cultural historians, leaders, and 
tribal members who have since passed. 
May God watch over us all!

Sincerely,

Matthew M. Komalty
Kiowa Tribal Chairman
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1) Name: Avery Lux Gonzales

2) Kiowa Name: Kodaseet

3) Hometown: Clinton, Oklahoma

4) High School: Permian High School

5) Family: Mother: Samye Kodaseet-
Adams (Kiowa), Maternal Grandmother:
Luann Bearbow-Monroe (Cheyenne-
Arapaho), Great-Grandmother: Cordelia
Morton Bearbow (Cheyenne-Arapaho),
Maternal Grandfather: Terry Kodaseet
(Kiowa), Maternal Great-Grandparents:
Joe and Berdina (Wolf) Kodaseet
(Kiowa).

6) College/University: University of Texas at
Dallas

7) Major/Degree: B.S. Business
Administration, B.A. Design and
Production

8) Cultural Activities/Hobbies/Clubs/Events you 
attend or are involved in: First Generation
Student Program, Girl Up UTD, 
InCHAARG UTD, Attending music 
concerts, Jogging, Reading, Attending 
Pow-wows, Sewing, & Art of all kinds

9) Community Events you attend or are involved in: 
Viva Volunteer, Princesses with a 
Purpose

10) Honors/Scholarships you have received: 4.0
GPA, First Generation Graduate
(College), Various High School Awards

11) Future/Career Goals: Creative Director
and owner of my own film company
where I could hire other native women in
the creative business field.

12) How long has the Kiowa Tribe Higher 
Education Grant Program funded your education?
Since Fall 2019.

13) How has the Kiowa Tribe Higher Education 
Grant Program helped you to get to where you 
are? The Kiowa Tribe Higher Education 
Grant Program has helped immensely 
towards my dream of being the first 
generation in my family to attend college 
and secure my bachelor’s degree. This 
grant has afforded many great 
contributions for not only expensive 
college tuition assistance but also for my 
basic housing security and stability. With 
the support and generosity of the Kiowa 
higher education grant, my goals of 
attending my dream college while 
staying connected to my roots are 
ongoing. My great-grandmother Cordie 
used to tell all the grandkids to obtain 
our degree and give back to our people. I 
plan to achieve this directive with an 
establishment of professional spaces for 
future Kiowa women who wish to pursue 
a career in the arts and business field.

14) Please state anything else that you would like 
to share: I am sincerely grateful to have 
been aided by the KHEGP; it has truly 
helped me in my pursuit for a collegiate 
bachelor’s degree and I am dedicated to 
carrying that blessing forward to other 
tribal and Native women. As many 
Natives understand, I did not come from 
financial means. My journey has been 
anything but easy. I have worked full-
time through my high-school and college 
education, and it has definitely been a 
rough path. But this grant has alleviated 
some financial weight and I finally feel 
as though my dreams are actually within 
reach as I continue the hard work. Thank 
you to all those working in our tribal 
government to allocate funds to college 
kids like me, and thank you to all Natives 
for your continuing support for such a 
wonderful opportunity.
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1) Name: John Bear

3) Hometown: Carnegie, Oklahoma

4) High School: Carnegie High School

5) Family: My parents are James and Mary
Bear. I have four brothers Walter,
Matthew, Lance, and Jeff. My paternal
grandparents are the late Henry and Carol
Tsoodle-Bear. My maternal grandparents
are the late Clifford Pruitt and Vernola
Hainta-Pruitt.

6) College/University: The University of
Oklahoma

7) Major/Degree: Masters in Social Work

8) Cultural Activities/Hobbies/Clubs/Events you 
attend or are involved in: I was in OU’s
American Indian Student Association/ 
Attended different social work workships 
and lectures on campus or on ZOOM/ 
During my academic years for self-care I 
made sue to make time for myself whether 
it was going for walks, hanging out with 
family and friends, or even catching up on 
sleep.

9) Community Events you attend or are involved in:
Due to COVID I did not attend much 
community events. However, before 
COVID I did attend OU’s Indigenous 
People’s Day event and a few OU football 
games, “GO SOONERS” !

10) Honors/Scholarships you have received: I was
awarded the IHS health professions
scholarship in the social work track for the
2020/2021 academic year.

11) Future/Career Goals: In the future after
graduation, I plan on attaining my Clinical
License in Social Work and fulfill my
commitment back at an IHS facility.

12) How long has the Kiowa Tribe Higher Education 
Grant Program funded your education? The
KTHEGP has funded me in my 
undergraduate years from Fall 2012-Spring 
2017 & currently in my graduate program 
since Fall 2019 to present.

13) How has the Kiowa Tribe Higher Education 
Grant Program helped you to get to where you are?
With the KTHEGP I was able to receive 
funding to help with tuition, books, or 
other financial obligations during my 
academic years. The staff and program 
really looks out for the Kiowa students and 
it is a great program for Kiowa tribal 
members use if needing assistance with 
financial aid. The staff really advocates for 
Kiowa higher education students from 
Oklahoma and across the United States

14) Please state anything else that you would like to 
share: I encourage Kiowa tribal students to 
utilize this program and other tribal 
services the Kiowa Tribe has to offer. As 
well as look at other ways to help with 
attaining either Higher Education or 
Vocational School with other scholarships, 
grants, or find fellowships and internships 
to gain support, assistance and knowledge 
during your adademic endeavors. Many 
Ah-Ho’s
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1) Name: Joshua Haunpo

3) Hometown: Anadarko, OK

4) High School: Anadarko High School

5) Family: Fiancée - Cara Osceola, Son -
Brycen Osceola-Haunpo, Daughter -
Araena Osceola-Haunpo, Mother - Lydia
Haunpo, Father - Bryan Haunpo

6) College/University: Cameron University

7) Major/Degree: Sports and Exercise Science

9) Community Events you attend or are involved in: I
am not really involved with anything. I am
usually busy with my kids. Being a parent
is a full time job.

10)Honors/Scholarships you have received:
Multiple President’s and Dean’s Honor
rolls

11) Future/Career Goals: I plan on applying
for the Physical Therapy Assistant
Program at the Caddo Kiowa Technology
Center in the upcoming year.

12) How long has the Kiowa Tribe Higher Education 
Grant Program funded your education? I believe
the tribe has funded my education for 3 
years.

13) How has the Kiowa Tribe Higher Education 
Grant Program helped you to get to where you are? 
The KHEGP has helped me to pay off my 
remaining semester funds and helped me 
to be able to buy my books for my classes 
and gas for my vehicle when I was driving
back and forth from Anadarko to Lawton.

14) Please state anything else that you would like to 
share: I am a senior and will be getting my 
degree in Sports and Exercise Science and 
graduate from Cameron University in May 
of 2021. I would like to thank the Kiowa 
Tribe and the Higher Education Grant 
Program for providing funding to me and 
other Kiowa tribe members and for 
helping me to pursue a higher education.
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1) Name: Danielle Skye Horne

2) Kiowa Name: Eagle’s Call

3) Hometown: Kansas City, Missouri

4) High School: Hickman Mills Highschool

5) Family: Keahtigh Family

6) College/University: Pittsburg State University

7) Major/Degree: MBA in Human Resource
Development

8) Cultural Activities/Hobbies/Clubs/Events you attend 

or are involved in: When I am not working or 
doing school work, I enjoy gardening and 
planning activities with my two son’s. I 
attended pow wows (when they were 
happening) and danced southern traditional 
cloth.

10) Honors/Scholarships you have received:
American Inidan College Fund recipient, 
American Indian Graduate Center recipient, 
graduated Cum Laude from Haskell 
Inidnan University with a Bachelors in 
Business Administration. I am currently on 
the Presidents Honor Roll.

11) Future/Career Goals: After completion of
my MBA, I plan on continuing in the
Human Resource field to reach a district or
regional Human Resource Manager level. I
eventually would like to return to Haskell
Indian Nations University in the capacity of
an instructor in School of Business.

12) How long has the Kiowa Tribe Higher Education 
Grant Program funded your education? I started
my undergrad in 2008 and the Kiowa Tribe 
has helped me throughout my 
undergraduate program and now in my 
graduate program, for which I am 
overwhelmingly grateful.

13) 13) How has the Kiowa Tribe Higher
Education Grant Program helped you to get
to where you are? BY providing funding
for much needed school expenses,
equipment, daycare and so much more.
With out this assistance, I would not be
where I am today. I also have been exposed
to coaching and guidance from the KHEGP
staff.

14) 14) Please state anything else that you
would like to

15) share: I appreciate the amount of
assistance provided by the Kiowa Tribe and
hope to someday help students succeed
academically as well. Having the support of
my tribe made it to where I can obtain the
education for a promising career. A-ho
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11)  Future/Career Goals: I am hoping to
become a professor once I complete my
PhD.

12)  How long has the Kiowa Tribe Higher Education 
Grant Program funded your education? I was
funded for several semesters during my 
undergraduate career and I have received 
funding for one semester of my graduate 
studies.

13) How has the Kiowa Tribe Higher Education Grant 
Program helped you to get to where you are? The
financial assistance from the tribe has been 
extremely helpful to me. It has allowed me 
to focus on my studies without having to 
worry about making rent each month or 
buying groceries.

____________________________________________

I am also involved with the Native 
American & Indigenous Student 
Organization at UIUC

1) Name: Cyanne So-lo-li Topaum

2) Kiowa Name: Yi Pa

3) Hometown: Houston, Texas

4) High School: Sam Rayburn High School

5) Family: Topaum-Eagleheart

6) College/University: University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign

7) Major/Degree: English

8) Cultural Activities/Hobbies/Clubs/Events you 
attend or are involved in: I am studying Native
literatures and my assistantship has also 
given me the opportunity to teach classes 
centered around Native lit. 
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Name:  Sara Johanntoberns

Kiowa Name: Gih-ga tahn’sahnmah (She 
Came Early in the Morning With a 
Message) 

Hometown: Tucson, Arizona

High School: Canyon del Oro High School, 
Oro Valley, Arizona 

Family: Daughter of Kimberly (Daingkau) 
and Derwin Begay and Mark 
Johanntoberns. Granddaughter of 
LaDonna and the late Rev. George 
Daingkau and Karen (Redbird) and the 
late Thomas Kaulaity. Descendant of 
Tanedooah, Kionut, Blue Hawk and 
Whitefox- Odlepahquote.

College/University: Northern Arizona 
University (NAU) Flagstaff, AZ

Major/Degree: Bachelors of Science in 
Indian Country Criminal Justice 

Cultural Activities/Hobbies/Clubs/Events you attend 
or are involved in: Since the pandemic, I am 
not able to attend cultural events or 
school events like I would like to. Past 
events include Pima Community College 
Native American Student Association and 
other Native American organizations 
across campuses. I enjoy participating in 
these Native American events and 
meeting inspiring Indigenous people.

In my spare time, I enjoy cooking, 
running and watching movies/TV Shows. 
I recently started beadworking and I am 
looking forward to expanding my 
creativity skills.

Community Events you attend or are involved in: In 
the past, I presented at the Native 
Education Alliance Tucson’s Native 
Youth WARRIOR Showcase event and 
the LandSpeaks language event. I also 
participated as a college mentor for the 
Arizona Indian Education Association’s 
Protecting Our Land Summer Youth 
Camp.

Honors/Scholarships you have received: Dean’s 
List for Spring 2020 and Fall 2020 - 
Northern Arizona University; Thomas J. 
and Delores C. Ballew Scholarship 
Recipient, a scholarship for Native 
American undergraduate students who

have a passion or a future goal to find 
solutions to problems within their 
communities. 

Future/Career Goals: I will be graduating in 
the Fall of 2021 with a Bachelors of 
Science degree in Indian Country Criminal 
Justice. I will be among a few others to 
have this degree in the nation. After 
graduation, I intend to enter law school at 
the Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law 
at Arizona State University which has an 
outstanding Federal Indian Law program 
and is ranked in the top 25 Law schools in 
the nation. I have been honored to study 
under great professors known throughout 
Indian Country and I aspire to continue at 
ASU. 

My career goal is to become a practicing 
attorney to help Native People. I want to 
work with tribes and Native people in the 
legal field whether it’s family law or 
criminal defense. In the past, I thought the 
laws and policies intrigued me to decide 
on law and criminal justice; however, I 
recently discovered that it’s the fact I want 
to help people. I see how the legal field 
plays a significant role in the lives of 
Native People, whether it's positive or 
negative. I want to be the person my 
people can turn to for legal assistance. 

How long has the Kiowa Tribe Higher Education 
Grant Program funded your education? Since Fall 
2016 

How has the Kiowa Tribe Higher Education Grant 
Program helped you to get to where you are? As a 
student living in a city, the KTEGP has 
provided a pathway to receive my higher 
education through providing the financial 
assistance for my books, tuition fees, 
transportation and my meal plans. 
Unfortunately, a higher education isn’t 
free and the financial assistance has 
helped tremendously and has carried me 
through my entire higher education 
journey.

Please state anything else that you would like to 
share: Before I started my higher 
educational journey, I had a mentor tell 
me that the degree doesn’t belong to me, 
but to the Kiowa, the people of Indian 
Country and to generations to come. I 
hope that my devotion and determination 
can inspire future generations to receive 
an education. I pray that they continue to 
water the seed generations before us 
planted, in order to make a positive 
difference for Indian Country. Lastly, I 
want to impart something that I learned in 
my short educational journey: I have made 
so many sacrifices to get where I am 
today. Sometimes it is sleepless nights, 
other times it is missing trips to return 
home to see family. Nonetheless, I am 
willing to make these sacrifices and 
persevere because I believe that I have the 
confidence to make a difference in Indian 
Country. I will never be satisfied with how 
things came to be, but I can have a helping 
hand in how things will become. Ah-Ho to 
the Kiowa Tribe for supporting students 
such as myself in our future endeavors. 
Ah-Ho to my family and close friends who 
support me in all that I do. I miss you all! 
Thank you for being a part of this journey 
with me. You all are my motivation to 
keep climbing the ladder until I reach the 
top. 
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1) Name: Rodney Tsoodle Jr.

2) Kiowa Name: Ohn-day-Tson “We are
glad he came”

3) Hometown: Clay Center, Kansas

4) High School: Paint Creek High School,
Haskell, Texas

5)  Family: My immediate family includes
my wife, Leah, who is the director of the
land use survey center at Kansas State
University, and my son, Brennan, who is
approaching his senior year at K-State.
My parents are Rodney Tsoodle Sr. of
Edmond, OK and Laurel and Vern
Howard of Paint Creek, Texas.

6) College/University: Kansas State
University

7) Major/Degree: Technology Management/
Business

8) Cultural Activities/Hobbies/Clubs/Events you 
attend or are involved in: Metal fabrication,

Fishing, Cooking, Construction, Land 
improvement, Computer modeling, Black 
Squirrel Cycling Club.

9) Community Events you attend or are involved in: 
Clay Center Small Business Association

10) Honors/Scholarships you have received: 
Vanier Family Scholarship, Kansas State 
University Technology and Aviation 
Scholarship, KSU Global Campus 
Scholarship, Deans List

11)  Future/Career Goals: Entrepreneur

12) How long has the Kiowa Tribe Higher 
Education Grant Program funded your education? 

The Kiowa tribe has been a part of my 
ongoing education for over 25 years. 
This will be my third college degree in 
which I have received financial support 
from the Kiowa Tribe Higher Education 
Grant Program.

13) How has the Kiowa Tribe Higher Education 
Grant Program helped you to get to where you 
are? The consistent generosity of the 
Kiowa Tribe Higher Education Grant 
Program has helped to ease the financial 
challenges associated with pursuing a 
degree as an adult, or non-traditional, 
student. It has allowed me to apply my 
energy and focus toward my studies. I 
attribute much of my scholastic success 
to this privilege.

14) Please state anything else that you would like 
to share: I would like to offer words of 
encouragement to those who are 
currently pursuing a higher education 
degree or certificate. Push hard and 
hang tough, the rewards will soon 
follow! To those who might be 
considering going back to school or just 
starting up as a non-traditional student, 
please don’t let your age or location be a 
determining factor. Technology changes 
every day and so do the educational 
techniques and relevant concepts of 
today’s world. There are a world of 
legitimate online programs that allow 
you to obtain a degree from home. As 
an older, non-traditional student 
working on my third college degree, I 
have found it very refreshing and 
invigorating to study using the latest 
technology among a diverse student 
body. My real-world experience has 
also brought a broader perspective to 
my classes and an improved ability to 
communicate with my professors and 
peers.

O
ct

ob
er

 2
02

0 
- R

od
ne

y 
Ts

oo
dl

e

HOBART, Okla., - On Thursday, March 26, 2021, 
The Kiowa Tribe finalized the acquisition of new 
trust lands east of downtown Hobart, Okla., to be the 
future site of a new Kiowa Casino. This action 
restores former lands to the Tribe and will provide 
jobs and economic benefits to Kiowa people, as well 
as local and regional economies.

The Casino is expected to be about 17,000 sq. ft., and 
will include slot machines, table games, a restaurant 
and gift shop. It is anticipated that the project will 
employ 156 people and generate 325,000 customers 
per year. The gross economic revenues are estimated 
to be about $13 million per year, serving a large boost 
for the Kiowa Tribe and Hobart community.

"This is a prime opportunity to embark on great 
purpose for our Kiowa people while providing a 
community endeavor that will assist with prosperous 
advantages, and entertainment, to this economically 
distressed area,” said Kiowa Indian Tribe Chairman 
Matthew Komalty. “We express our sincere gratitude 
for this approval."

From L to R: Lou Sims, Chairman Hobart Economic Development Authority; Kiowa Chairman Matthew Komalty; 
Rose Robertson, Anadarko BIA Superintendent; John Adele Worthington, Acting Program Manager Trust 
Services, Southern Plains Region; Ben Wolf, Kiowa Legislator District 6. 

The acquisition of this property for the benefit of the 
Kiowa Tribe restores land to the Tribe in one of its 
most important areas. The tract is located within the 
external boundaries of the Tribe’s original reservation 
set aside pursuant to the Treaty of 1867 and many 
Kiowa people still live in the Hobart area.

The Tribe worked with the Hobart Economic 
Development Authority for several years to arrange for 
land within the City of Hobart’s industrial park to be 
conveyed—free of charge—for the benefit of the Tribe. 
The acquisition has broad support from the Hobart 
community, which provided dozens of letters voicing 
their support for the acquisition.

In making the decision to take the land-into-trust for

the tribe, Assistant Secretary Sweeney stated “The 
cooperation between tribal, city, county and state 
officials paved the way to a win-win situation not 
only for the Tribe but for the region as well with the 
promise of new jobs and revenues. I congratulate all 
those involved in bringing this part of the process to 
a successful conclusion.”

The trust acquisition is the first ever for the Kiowa 
Indian Tribe and believed to be the first in the 
region for gaming purposes. Conner & Winters LLP 
in Tulsa, Oklahoma, assisted the Kiowa Tribe with 
the fee-to-trust application, which was submitted in 
April 2018. Negotiations within the tribe goes back 
even further than that, 2009.

(Photography by Adriel Clements)

"We express our sincere gratitude 
for this approval."

KIOWA TRIBE FINALIZES TRUST LAND ACQUISITION FOR NEW HOBART CASINO

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Announcement: 

The deadline for Fall 2021 
Applications is July 1, 2021. 

Contact the Kiowa Higher Education 
office at (580) 654-6324, or email: 
highered@kiowatribe.org, for more 
information, questions, or concerns.
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CARNEGIE, Okla.- The winter storm 
of 2021 that blew into Oklahoma was 
no joke. From February 13 through 
17 the state was covered in snow and 
sub-below freezing temperatures. For 
days’ folks around the state were 
snowed in, without power, heat, and 
water.

On Valentine’s Day, the Kiowa Tribe 
went live on social media sending a 
message from Chairman Matthew 
Komalty about emergency assistance 
available to tribal members in the 
form of driveway cleanup, firewood, 
and lodging. The calls immediately 
poured in and emergency crews 
sprang into action.

One of the first calls that were 
received came from Richard “Sonny” 
and Phyllis Tartsah from the old 
Palmer homestead off what’s known 
as Botone road. Sonny had just 
undergone five heart bypasses and 
was released on February 12. The 
next day, the family called the 
weather hotlines and requested that 
their driveway and road leading up to 
the place was cleared due to Sonny’s 
recovery and anticipation of any 
complications. Earlier that day, a 
family member used a tractor and 
cleared the driveway. That night he 
needed emergency care. The 
ambulance was able to get to Sonny 
without a problem due to a clear road 
and driveway. Sonny’s family said 
he’s recovering well and could not 
thank the tribe enough for being there 
during a very tough situation.

Another scenario that the winter blast 
affected was Ruth Ann Otis and her 
family. 78-year-old, Otis who’s 
confined to a wheelchair has a history 
of congestive heart failure. The 
blustery wind and snow froze all the 
household pipes. Her daughter Josie 
Morris who lives in the home along 
with her brother, son, and 12-year-old 
twins said it was time to seek help. In 
her mother’s old ways, she refused to 
leave. Then the electricity went down. 
In Otis’ fragile state she decided she 
had no choice. So the family loaded 
up and stayed a few days in a hotel. 
“It’s a blessing to me. I know a lot of 
people gripe, but I sure appreciate the 
help. I know the workers work hard,” 
Otis said. “I am thankful. If it had not 
been for them [the tribe] I don’t know 
what I’d done? But we made it!”

Then there was the rescue that tugged 
at our heartstrings. A young tribal 
member anxious to get home on 
Valentine’s Day turned into a 
nightmare. A trip from Tulsa to the 
outskirts of Carnegie was a trip Doug 
Stumblingbear Jr. will never forget. It 
almost took his life. Just miles from his 
home, his truck hit a snowdrift, not 
once, not twice, but three times. Each 
time, except the third time, he dug 
himself out. After a cry for help to 
authorities, to no avail. On a chance, a 
relative called the Kiowa Tribe. Within 
moments, a Kiowa crew was on the 
way. After a near-death experience, 
Stumblingbear was rescued after hours 
under the freezing snow. You’ll hear 
more of Stumblingbear’s story and his 
emotional gratitude to those that 
rescued him on that fateful journey at 
www.kiowatribe.org or 
@thekiowatribe on Facebook.

In the four-day winter spell, the Kiowa 
Tribe was able to assist more than 70 
families in the immediate area of the 
Kiowa Tribal Complex. This not 
counting the numerous assistance 
given to those at-large. Here’s a look at 
the numbers:

Driveway cleanup – 20

Lodging – 34

Propane – 1

Water – 3

Wood – 9

Freida Satepeahtaw headed up the 
emergency assistance operation. “The 
numbers do not reflect the big picture. 
Because of the urgency, many 
circumstances we responded to were 
not recorded.” Satepeahtaw had three 
hotlines open for calls. “As soon as the 
emergency phone numbers went live, 
the phones went wild,” said 
Satepeahtaw. “We had to prioritize the 
calls and really screen the situations. 
Of course, the elders in the home were 
a priority. Unfortunately, the bulk of 
the calls had to be placed on hold to 
get to those in dire need.”

In all, Satepeahtaw said this was a 
learning experience. One that brought 
light to help in similar situations in the 
future. “I know many tribal members 
suffered and still recovering. Just know 
the tribe is here for you and when in 
doubt as in Stumblingbear’s case, you 
never know? We will do our best to 
assist you.”

By Neely Tsoodle,
Public Relations, Kiowa Tribe

Kiowa Tribe Provides Services 
During Winter Snow StormCARNEGIE, Okla. – Under sub-

degree weather conditions, whipping 
wind on the open plains of the Kiowa 
Dance and Activity grounds, more 
than twenty Kiowa Tribe employees 
volunteered and braved the bitter 
circumstances to hand out food boxes 
to anyone who showed up on Friday, 
February 12, 2021.

Nearly 45-thousand pounds of food 
was handed out on this cold day and it 
didn’t deter folks from showing up. 
Glenn Powell, a non-native was the 
first car in line. The only problem, the 
truck delivering the boxes was out of 
Tulsa where the wicked weather 
driving conditions already set in. It 
was delayed more than two hours. 
Powell waited in line for four hours to 
get his food. He said Covid-19 is no 
joke, “real bad bind. I lost my job and 
everything, needing money and food 
and everything.” Powell was so 
grateful that he was able to put 
something on his table.

Ahnawake Toyekoyah stood in the 
front lines directing the two-lane 
traffic. She volunteered to help make 
this day happen rain, sleet, or snow. 
“Honestly, I wasn't cold at all. I used 
to live in Pennsylvania so this was 
nothing to me." Toyekoyah never took 
a break to warm up as the cars backed 
up for miles lined up to grab a box or 
two.

The food box giveaway contained 
dairy, protein, veggies, and fruit. It’s 
part of a Farmers to Family and USDA 
grant Lahoma Zotigh applied for the 
tribe. A community grant that serves 
anyone, not just tribal members. She 
braved the cold and never stepped 
indoors to get a break and get warm, 
“even though it was cold and a lot of 
sacrifices, to see the people’s joy on 
their faces.

 It was worth it all.” Zotigh talked about 
a gentleman and his young son who 
drove up and his car was barely running 
and kept dying. Once she put the food in 
his possession, he lit up. “His gratitude, 
makes me want to cry,” Zotigh said.

The cars were lined up for approximately 
four miles, around 1,350 boxes were 
given. Benny Gray from Carnegie said 
he waited in line three hours. “The covid 
kept us in for a long time. It’s not good. 
So, this is a lot of help.”

Darin Zotigh the Administration on 
Aging Director for the tribe was another 
volunteer. He had icicles on his 
eyebrows because it was so frigid. “Even 
though it was cold outside, I had a warm 
feeling in my heart. It was good to see 
everyone deny themselves and their 
comfort and get out there and work 
together,” said Zotigh.

The tribe was closed on President’s Day 
and the rest of the week looks grim 
because of the winter storm. “We are 
monitoring the storm and doing the best 
we can to get help to those most in 
need,” said Chairman Matthew Komalty. 
“We are clearing driveways to those in 
rural areas with extreme emergency 
needs to get in and out.” The Kiowa 
Tribe is also offering firewood to tribal 
members who need it most, households 
with elders are a priority.

Kiowa Tribe Fastrans
The Kiowa Tribe Fastrans is a program that gives Kiowa Tribal members, and 
non tribal members transporation around the Carnegie, Hobart, Anadarko, and 
Lawton areas. Open to the public. Tell Your Friends!

Call and schedule a ride today!

Open Monday - Friday 
8:00 AM - 4:30 PM

1-855-820-6164
or

(580) 654-2053

Food Giveaway
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Kiowa Language & Culture 
Revitalization Program

100 Kiowa Way  Carnegie, Oklahoma 73015
Phone: (580) 654 - 2556  Email: language@kiowatribe.org

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Kiowa man and woman graphics were made by Dean Ahdokobo for the Kiowa Language Program; 
Reformatted August, 2020

Phonic description: Gkoy-bay-goo ate mau-hay(n)-mau

The approximate translation is "We are learning Kiowa ways" or "We are learning the Kiowa way of 
doing things, thinking, and speaking". In the early phases of the program, it was decided that, when 
possible, we will use the Kiowa name for the program (as opposed to the English name). The elder 
mentors at that time decided that having language knowledge was not the only thing at stake. We were 
also learning about the "Kiowa way" of doing things and Kiowa thinking. It was decided that this title 
encompassed all of those ideas.

Follow Us on our Facebook page: 
Kiowa Language and Culture 

Revitalization Program

(Name)
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 KIOWA LEGISLATURE

Get Involved, Call Your Representative
All Seven District Legislators can be reached by the information listed below:

KYLE ATADDLETY
District #1 - Ah-Kaw-Lay/Anadarko                    
Tribal Cell:  580-951-0235      
Email: kataddlety@kiowatrbe.org

MICHAEL Q. PRIMUS II 
District #2 - Zoltone/Carnegie   
Tribal Cell: 580-730-1592            
Email: mprimus@kiowatribe.org

MARILYN BREAD 
District #3 - DoHay-doy/Medicine Bluff             
Tribal Cell: 580-699-6428            
Email: mkbread@kiowatribe.org

JESSIE SVITAK 
District #4- Qop-aydle/Jimmy Creek 
Tribal Cell: 580-574-1393            
Email: jsvitak@kiowatribe.org

 

  ANITA JOHNSON 
District #5 - P'au-aydle/Red River 
Tribal Cell: 405-313-5419        
Email: ajohnson@kiowatribe.org

BENJAMIN LUCERO WOLF 
District #6 - Qocaui P'au/Elk Creek          
Tribal Cell: 580-919-9235         
Email: bwolf@kiowatribe.org

JACOB TSOTIGH
District #7 - Caugu/All Kiowa 
Tribal Cell: 580-951-0406        
Email: jtsotigh@kiowatribe.org

The Kiowa Legislature holds monthly meetings every second Saturday of each 
month in accordance with the Kiowa Constitution. Meetings are scheduled to begin 
at 9:00 AM on Zoom (contact legislators or the tribal website at kiowatribe.org for 
information). All Kiowa Tribal Members Are Welcomed!

Please visit the Kiowa Tribe  website, kiowatribe.org to view or download job 
announcements, fillable  job applications forms, and obtain information on 
how to apply. You may also contact the Human Resources office at 580-654-6317 
or 6335. 

NOTE: The Kiowa Tribe provides a comprehensive benefits package including: leave 
benefits, (13) paid holidays, health insurance plan providing eligible employees access to 
medical, dental and vision care insurance benefits, $25,000 Basic Life and $25,000 Basic 
AD& D insurance coverage at no cost to employees, and 3% employer contribution into 
the Employee Savings Trust Plan (401k.) 

Featured Jobs
Job Title: Records Management Director

Job Summary: The Records Management Director performs duties under the general 
supervision of the Executive Director. Incumbent streamlines compliance with Federal 
Laws, regulations, guidance and advise staff on any records management issues. Ensures 
that the program supports the tribal organization's missions and needs. Provides 
management and oversight over the entire records information life cycle; establishes files 
management systems, creation of documents, organization, determines the life span of 
records, archives, and produces records for auditing and other purposes. Serves as records 
custodian to preserve and protect the Kiowa Tribe and other agency sensitive information 
from unauthorized access, use disposal, and destruction of the Tribe's records.

Qualifications: 

Must have a Bachelor's degree in related field such as Business Administration, Finance, 
Accounting, Information Technology; OR, two years of responsible experience in a record 
management program or certifications in related training.

Proficient in the use of various computer-based programs such as Laserfiche, Microsoft 
Word, Excel, Access, Outlook, and PowerPoint.

Ability to maintain and preserve records and prepare accurate reports.

Ability to communicate effectively in oral and written format.

Working experience providing presentations and training for records management to all 
employees.

Closing Date: Open till filled.

The New Face for Kiowa District One

“If you were to tell me I would one day 
become such an advocate for my tribe, I 
would have laughed. Yet I don’t know, 
somehow, I felt it in me to run for the 
position.” Mr. Ataddlety ran for the 
position once before; however, the 
outcome was in favor of another, the 
late JT Goombi. He was grateful for the 
experience and felt that he learned from 
it; then another opportunity came. 

“I consider myself a rag to riches 
story,” said Kyle Ataddlety who was 
recently voted in favor of Kiowa 
District 1, Ah-kay-lay, Anadarko, 
Oklahoma. He began by explaining that 
he kept his maintenance job for 24 
years. He said, “it never bothered me to 
do the job, I found that it gave me an 
opportunity to network.” He continued 
by expressing how he met many and 
created friendships which helped him 
develop his people skills and prepared 
him for his current role. 

A special election for Kiowa District 1 
was held on March 6, 2021. The Kiowa 
Election Commission called for a 
special election to fill in the Office of 
Legislator for District 1 – Ah Kay Lay/
Anadarko on January 20, 2021. They 
also announced that there would not be 
a ‘run-off’ election this time; the 
candidate with the highest number of 
votes would be elected. 

Kiowa Tribal Members who reside in 
Ah Kay Lay were the only eligible 
voters, ballots were sent by mail on 
February 15, 2021; however, a polling 
site was still available for election day 
at the Kiowa Tribe Veterans Service 
Office that is located in Anadarko. The 
Kiowa Tribe had four candidates for 
district one: Kyle Ataddlety, George 
Carter, Adrian Headrick, and Ronnie 
Satepauhoodle. 

Kyle Ataddlety won the election with a 
total of 109 votes. No challenges were 
filed during the challenge period which 
resulted in Mr. Ataddlety signing and 
taking his oath of office for Kiowa 
District 1. The event took place in 
Norman, Oklahoma at the Kiowa 
District 7 office on March 10, 2021. 

Kyle said that he still remembers the 
phone call, he described it as a joyous and 
wonderful moment. He was on his way to 
check on his boys who had gone fishing 
because they couldn’t take the wait and 
suspense. “The lady on the phone was 
trying to tell me about the outcome of 
votes but I just heard her say 
congratulations, I won,” he said, “I 
literally got out of my vehicle, jumped, 
shouted, and danced around like I had 
‘the moves’. I could hear her laughing 
and my boys we’re watching, wondering 
what was going on. It was awesome.” 

He continued by expressing that there are 
three joyous moments in life thus far; 
when Lana became his wife, when he 
became a father, and when he became an 
advocate for his tribe and district. Kyle is 
very compassionate for the people in his 
district and has already begun to offer his 
assistance. 

The previous months, when the ice storm 
came through and left residents without 
power, Kyle and his family helped as 
many as they could by volunteering to 
clear and remove tree limbs for their 
neighbors and elders. Lana explained that 
they did not have any chainsaws but 
we’re willing to use the tools they had, an 
axe, machete, and rope. She said, “we 
were so happy when others began to join 
our efforts; to this day I don’t how we 
done it with what little we had but we did 
it.” She continued by expressing how the 
experience turned out to be a blessing 
because of the people they were able to 
meet and help. 

Now that the season has changed, 
Atadddlety has begun to offer his 
assistance by mowing yards. Thus far he 
and his helpers have mowed 20 yards. 
Each time Kyle extends an invitation for 
the tribal elders to call over their families 
and have a small meeting with him, their 
Kiowa District Legislator. He explained 
that as he is finishing the yard, other tribal 
members begin to show up. Ataddlety 
takes the opportunity to answer their 
questions and offer his assistance. “...I 
love each opportunity to speak to these 
families and hear their questions, 
concerns, and ideas. I’m still learning but 
I feel that I am making a difference,” 
expressed Ataddlety. 

The new Kiowa District 1 office is 
expected to open at the end of May 2021. 
The location is near 123 West Main Street 
in Anadarko, Oklahoma. Ataddlety stated 
that he is utilizing an office space at the 
previous DHS building located at 208 
Hardee Street in Anadarko, Oklahoma. 
Tribal members are more than welcome 
to schedule an appointment or meeting 
and may contact his cell at (580) 
951-0235.

The Kiowa Election Commission (KEC) received the proposed 2021-2022 Annual Budget from 
Chairman Komalty on March 29, 2021. The Legislative Budget was not submitted to the KEC 
within the sixty-day deadline, therefore the KEC will bring the Chairman’s Budget for a vote of the 
Kiowa Indian Council.

THE VOTING PROCESS: Voting for the Annual Budget Election will be conducted by mail-in 
ballot as well as on-site voting at 7 district polling places. The Polls will be open from 9 am until 4 
pm on Saturday, May 15, 2021. Mail-In Ballots will be mailed to all eligible voters with a valid 
address on file with the Kiowa Enrollment Office. Ballots will be mailed on or before April 21, 
2021. Tribal members wishing to vote by mail in the Annual Budget Election will need to have a 
current address on file with the Kiowa Enrollment Office prior to April 21, 2021. Call 580-654-6325 
for assistance with address updates.

FOR ANY QUESTIONS: Contact the Kiowa Election Commission at 580-654-6325, visit the tribe's 
website for more details at kiowatribe.org.
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Hai gah may oye bone tah
- We will see them again

Those we lost in 2020Cynthia Ruth Williams
1/1/1947 - 1/4/2020

Phillip Keith Autaubo
6/21/1985 - 1/7/2020

Skyla Ann Gipson
10/17/1993 - 1/10/2020

Ronnie Rex Parton
4/11/1987 - 1/17/2020

Frances Spraker
8/23/1929 - 1/19/2020

Thomas Anthony Poolaw
2/20/1999 - 1/21/2020

Herbert Melford Redbird
3/16/1941 - 1/28/2020

Nathanial Randolph Butler
1/6/1976 - 1/282020

Winona Frances Edge
11/1/1936 - 2/10/2020

Gene Edmond Quotone
5/19/1932 - 2/10/2020

Tasha Grace Palmer
4/28/1989 - 2/12/2020

Albert Willie Tsatoke
3/10/1948 - 2/17/2020

Rick Gene White Bear
2/7/1951 - 2/18/2020

Gregg Wayne Aunquoe
8/3/1968 - 2/20/2020

Victor Ray Palmer
5/24/1938 - 2/21/2020

Richard K Mullinax
2/3/1957 - 2/24/2020

Jessie Elvera Lane
10/4/1974 - 2/29/2020

Robert Keith Geionety
6/1/1943 - 3/5/2020

Arthur Gerald Cody Jr.
5/25/1965 - 3/6/2020

Dr. Emma Gina Autaubo
12/13/1936 - 3/6/2020

Clifton Ahhaitty
2/7/1940 - 3/6/2020

Johnnie T Goombi
10/28/1967 - 3/8/2020

Janice Toppah
1/19/1959 - 3/9/2020

Byron Calbert Bointy
3/5/1952 - 3/9/2020

Bobby Joe Prentiss
3/28/1950 - 3/13/2020

Arnold Apauty
8/26/1934 - 3/17/2020

Mark Burton Keahbone
12/12/1962 - 3/20/2020

Marlene Joan Tanequoot
11/21/1636 - 3/21/2020

Duane Cornell Ataddlety Jr.
12/18/1968 - 3/28/2020

Ronald Lawrence Goombi
12/17/1957 - 3/29/2020

Colan Samuel Warner Jr.
10/5/1990 - 4/3/2020

Luke Toyebo Sr.
1/3/1921 - 4/6/2020

Jeffrey Edward Lichter
8/29/1960 - 4/7/2020

Donald Lee Horse
12/1/1934 - 4/10/2020

Judith Lynn Landerer
3/18/1952 - 4/11/2020

Cruz Frederick McDaniels II
6/6/1950 - 4/18/2020

Ronald Coleman Poolaw Sr.
5/28/1950 - 4/20/2020

Rudolph Bantista
9/24/1930 - 4/22/2020

Ernest Ramon Redbird
2/28/1952 - 4/27/2020

Brenda Gayle Hensley
6/1/1949 - 4/30/2020

Carolee Jewel Light
6/27/1934 - 4/30/2020

Lori Ann Williams
6/5/1963 - 5/8/2020

Mr. Bryan Dale Satepeahtaw
7/10/1980 - 5/14/2020

Chad Aaron Mc Carty
9/28/1973 - 5/16/2020

Kenny William Moses
2/13/1963 - 5/20/2020

Barry Duane Autaubo
8/12/1989 - 5/20/2020

Sandra Kaye Twohatchet
2/17/1958 - 5/23/2020

Tommie Allyn Ross
2/19/1954 - 5/23/2020

Lesley Michael Tartsah
9/8/1949 - 5/25/2020

Jaymie Sue Paddlety
11/18/1949 - 5/25/2020

Ernest H Toppah
12/29/1936 - 5/26/2020

Darrell Randall Thrash
6/26/1959 - 5/26/2020

Cynthia Louise Haynes
9/13/1966 - 5/30/2020

Taylor Renee Littleman
3/13/1992 - 5/31/2020

Claudette Yvonne Vinyard
3/31/1981 - 6/8/2020

Clark Quoinquoodle Redhorn Jr.
9/14/1934 - 6/8/2020

Michael David Poolaw
5/25/1972 - 6/22/2020

Allen Dale Ahdokobo Sr.
10/30/1963 - 6/22/2020

Michael Smokey Cozad II
11/6/1977 - 6/23/2020

Dewey Etchieson Horse Sr.
4/8/1948 - 6/25/2020

Billy Gene Ahhaitty
9/6/1951 - 6/29/2020

William Louis Bohay
7/16/1972 - 6/29/2020

Loyd Allen Cummings
7/13/1971 - 7/13/2020

Terry Lance Unap
4/27/1955 - 7/19/2020

Doris Barham
4/26/1930 - 7/20/2020

Patricia Goombi
2/28/1937 - 7/20/2020

Burgess Lee Tapedo
6/17/1932 - 7/22/2020

Benji Ray Hotema
3/23/1978 - 8/3/2020

Dorothy Ann Palmer
8/9/1930 - 8/5/2020

Donald Eugene Yeahquo
6/11/1952 - 8/5/2020

Milton Bruce High
12/29/1961 - 8/5/2020

Barney Lewis Oheltoint III
5/17/1995 - 8/6/2020

James Orin Cozad
4/30/1963 - 8/6/2020

Tom Henry Tointigh Sr.
5/15/1948 - 8/6/2020

Janis Patricia Noel
11/2/1950 - 8/7/2020

Nicholas Horsechief
4/27/1962 - 8/8/2020

Felice Mae Kotay
5/22/1940 - 8/9/2020

Richard Don Daingkau
5/15/1983 - 8/12/2020

Darlene Wolfe Hovakah
8/16/1936 - 8/19/2020

Carol Satepauhoodle
1/14/1968 - 8/28/2020

Michael John Bewley
11/12/1967 - 9/6/2020

Deanna Joyce Ewoldt
11/29/1939 - 9/6/2020

Pauline Belle Kowena
4/1/1938 - 9/10/2020

Rudolph Silas Starr Jr.
7/6/1969 - 9/13/2020

Calvin Saumty Jr.
6/20/1949 - 9/13/2020

Michael Lawrence Carubelli
9/5/1964 - 9/14/2020

Angela Maria Chadddlesone
11/2/1970 - 9/17/2020

Jerri Denise Smith
1/17/1962 - 9/18/2020

Elmer Francis Cody
2/12/1944 - 9/20/2020

Elton Neal Quoetone
1/19/1957 - 10/1/2020

Larry Keith Horse
7/14/1948 - 10/2/2020

Kenton Lorin Tonips
10/30/1955 - 10/3/2020

Robert Lee Miller
10/11/1946 - 10/7/2020

Jacob Jeffrey Hunter
1/7/1989 - 10/8/2020

Carol Jean Cody
5/9/1968 - 10/13/2020

Francis Kay Horse
7/26/1950 - 10/19/2020

Charles Elwood Yeahquo
1/21/1946 - 10/24/2020

Barbara T Shoemake
9/29/1924 - 10/24/2020

Ruby Mae Cozad
11/6/1932 - 10/25/2020

Ronald Lynn Boyiddle
4/8/1964 - 10/26/2020

Michelle Kara Kauley
10/3/1969 - 11/3/2020

Frances E Trevino
8/29/1944 - 11/5/2020

Ruben Amada Kaulaity
7/28/1988 - 11/7/2020

Lavina Toppah Bigpond
8/17/1979 - 11/7/2020

Lawrence Beaver
4/20/1951 - 11/9/2020

Joseph William Bointy
1/12/1939 - 11/9/2020

Clifford Lee Reeder
3/15/1940 - 11/11/2020

Tommie Louise Doyebi
12/20/1945 - 11/11/2020

Walton Ward Jr.
11/26/1950 - 11/14/2020

Helen Rowena Eckiwaudah
11/21/1941 - 11/16/2020

James Elliott Porter Sr.
7/12/1943 - 11/17/2020

Darren Keith Kopaddy
3/8/1970 - 11/19/2020

Judith Ann Beaver
12/10/1944 - 11/20/2020

Addison William Thompson
7/14/1967 - 11/20/2020

Horace Benward Kaulaity
12/18/1927 - 11/21/2020

Julie Anne Cox
9/16/1959 - 11/23/2020

Lelbert Kopepassah Jr.
2/22/1948 - 11/24/2020

Naomi Ruth Toppah
2/19/1951 - 11/25/2020

Gary Lynn Pohleman
6/22/1953 - 11/27/2020

Wilson Charles Daningkau
7/21/1971 - 8/25/2020

Jerry Lee Swanson
6/1/1971 - 11/28/2020

Norma Jean Koomsa
12/30/1952 - 12/2/2020

Gary Floyd Daukei
4/26/1969 - 12/2/2020

Anthony Veri Amauty
5/19/1960 - 12/3/2020

Crystal Jo Rebird
12/13/1978 - 12/4/2020

Florene Joyce Taylor
11/12/1928 - 12/6/2020

Bessie Catherine Ramirez
3/17/1941 - 12/7/2020

Lewis Frank Twohatchet
8/14/1947 - 12/9/2020

Gary Lee Worthington
1/27/1969 - 12/10/2020

Ronald Duane Twohatchet
1/8/1944 - 12/13/2020

Joquetta Ann Redbird
9/24/1941 - 12/14/2020

George Knight Tsoodle
12/24/1944 - 12/18/2020

Beverly Palmer
8/26/1947 - 12/19/2020

Jamie Denise Woodard
9/15/1958 - 12/21/2020

Netti Ty Ainna Cozad
7/14/1964 - 12/21/2020

Donna Jean Navarro
2/6/1943 - 12/21/2020

Anthony Turner
6/3/1955 - 12/22/2020

Darrick Wayne Haunpo
5/20/1972 - 12/27/2020

Tonya Michelle Shaw
6/8/1976 - 12/29/2020

Charles Harrison Hokeah Sr.
8/16/1942 - 12/30/2020

Together We Mourn,
Together We Rise.
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Student Athlete Spotlight for Spring 
2021 #KiowaAthletes
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Kiowa Tribe Youth Sports & Activities Program
Monday - Friday: 8:00 am - 4:30 pm 
Phone: (580) 654-6375
Email: ktysp@kiowatribe.org.

"It’s not every day you have a production 
and movie crew who want to know more 
about your tribal history and language,” 
Kiowa Chairman Matthew Komalty said.

"They couldn’t have picked a better teacher 
than Dorothy Whitehorse DeLaune,” 
Komalty said. “She is our royalty and a 
tribal treasure, her teachings and 
knowledge are irreplaceable. We hold her 
in high regard and most of all we are proud 
of her and her accomplishments."

WhiteHorse said there was a private 
screening of the movie in Lawton, but due 
to COVID she could invite only a few 
people instead of the entire tribe. The 
people who attended were “just full of 
wonder” about Zengel’s ability to speak 
Kiowa, WhiteHorse said.

“I think you have to have something extra 
to learn our crazy language. It is hard,” she 
said.

WhiteHorse said Zengel picked up even 
the most difficult Kiowa sounds easily. 
Even the way she carried herself was true 
to the Kiowa way, WhiteHorse said.

“My favorite scene of her is walking by his 
(Hanks’) horse, when there’s nothing but 
cowboys all over in that scene where she’s 
walking with the blanket on,” WhiteHorse 
said. “I have seen them do those shots 
when I went the first time. The poor little 
thing’s walking with her hair all over (the 
place) but that’s the way we actually 
lived.” 

The way Kiowas lived was done with 
historical accuracy thanks to the research 
the producers’ conducted. Gary Tsoodle, 
62, a Kiowa Tribe member, said he 
appreciated the effort.

Tsoodle lives in Anadarko and portrayed 
the Kiowa chief. He said he watched the 
friendship grow between Zengel and 
WhiteHorse. Sometimes, he would see 
Zengel following WhiteHorse around “just 
to get more familiarity with the role,” he 
said.

“I did get a chance to talk with the young 
lady, and we had a real good talk,” Tsoodle 
said. “She had a lot of fun on the set. She’s 
very, very friendly.”

The Kiowa language has a lot of nasal 
sounds and syllables that sound “spit out,” 
WhiteHorse said, but Zengel picked it up. 
WhiteHorse called her “a wonder child.” 

At only 10 years old, she was already very 
knowledgeable about Kiowa history,

 even before learning several lines of 
the language for her role.

WhiteHorse said Zengel really came to 
hang on to her quite a bit while she 
was on the set. They have even kept in 
touch via telephone after WhiteHorse 
returned to her home in Anadarko.

WhiteHorse is not new to teaching the 
Kiowa language to children of all ages 
and ethnicities. 

She first began telling Kiowa stories 
for the Anadarko school system, “just 
little old stories to keep the lullabies 
together,” she said. She once took her 
class on a field trip to see Palo Duro 
Canyon in Texas, the final holdout for 
the Kiowa clan before their removal in 
the late 19th century.

Around 1875, the soldiers killed all of 
the Kiowa horses, forcing the tribal 
members to walk 225 miles east to Fort 
Sill, WhiteHorse said. They called the 
event the Wrinkled Hand Chase -- 
wrinkled from walking in the rain 
during their removal.

“And that was our last hurrah,” 
WhiteHorse said. “Each tribe, I 
imagine, has their own Trail of Tears. 
The Navajos have theirs, and we have 
ours.”

WhiteHorse still teaches Kiowa to 
Anadarko students. In her mind, her 
role in the making of “News of the 
World” highlights her urgency to pass 
on her knowledge and wisdom to the 
next generation.

“There’s not too much time because 
with this movie, I’ve even had several 
Kiowas say ‘give me your autograph’ 
and I say, hey, I’m going to be 88 
years old. I have no ambition anymore 
about trying to do something but the 
least I can do is tell you about it so you 
can go on and learn it. Learn our 
language, learn our history, and keep 
on.

“I keep telling my class, ‘come on, 
hurry up and learn this,’” WhiteHorse 
said. 

Gaylord News reporter Nancy Marie 
Spears is a member of the Cherokee 
Nation.

Gaylord News is a reporting project of 
the Gaylord College of Journalism and 
Mass Communication at the University 
of Oklahoma.

(Continue from page 1.)

Congratulations to Kaylee Borden from 
Anadarko, Oklahoma. She signed her 
National Letter of Intent to the 
University of Nevada on November 11, 
2020.

Kaylee is a Senior for the Lady 
Warriors, Class of 2021. She is Kiowa 
and Comanche and an outstanding 
athlete. But most of she is an amazing 
student.

Awesome job KeKe, we are proud of 
you. Best of luck for all your future 
endeavors.

Kaylee Borden

Congratulations to Isabella Wauqua 
on being the OKCPS Native 
American Student Services Student of 
the month for November.

Isabella is a 4th grader at Fillmore 
Elementary in OKC. She is a member 
of the Salt River Pima-Maricopa & 
Kiowa Tribe. Her Ahpeah is Vernola 
Hainta Pruitt & her grandparents are 
James & Mary Bear. Her parents are 
Walter & Jenee Wauqua.

Good job Isabella on the 
accomplishment. Keep working hard 
and learning as much as you can. We 
are proud of you!

Isabella Wauqua

Congratulations to Landry Allen, 
Tuttle High School, Tuttle, Oklahoma. 
Landry is a from the Kiowa Tribe and 
was recognized as the most dominant 
player in every game she played during 
the Oklahoma State Basketball 
Tournament. Landry averaged 20.6 
points, 10.3 rebounds, and 4.3 blocks a 
game to lead Tuttle to its first girls title 
and was also named the girls 4A 
Tournament MVP!

Landry 
Allen
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1 1/4 cups macaroni, uncooked
1/4 cup celery, chopped
1/4 cup onion, chopped
1/4 cup green pepper, chopped
1 cup tomato, chopped
1 1/2 cups canned beans, drained and 
rinsed
1/4 cup cheddar or jack cheese, shredded 
1/4 cup low-fat bottled Italian dressing.

Fill a 2-quart saucepan two-thirds full of water; bring to a boil. Add macaroni and reduce 
heat. Cook 10-12 minutes, until tender. Drain and rinse with warm water. Chop vegetables. 
Drain and rinse canned beans. In a serving bowl, combine vegetables, beans, and cooked 
macaroni. Pour Italian dressing over pasta; mix well. Cover and refrigerate.
Add cheese just before serving as cheese softens and breaks down if left in the dressing for 
long periods of time. Serves 6.

Variations:

• Use any pasta shape, even broken spaghetti.
• Other vegetables that can be used are cucumbers, shredded
carrots, jicama, and corn.
• Canned green beans work well in this recipe, as well as legumes such as black, kidney,
pinto, and garbanzo beans.

Time Savers

• A quick cooking trick is to keep certain staples on hand. Pasta and canned beans of all
types are “cupboard supplies” that can be used to make salads, main dishes, and more.
• Cook twice as much macaroni as you need for the salad and save half in the refrigerator
for a casserole the next day.

Food Safety
• Keep hands, utensils, and cutting surfaces clean to help avoid bacteria. Refrigerate salad
as soon as it is made.

PASTA SALAD
________________________________________________________________________________________

A Celebration of Life 
CARNEGIE, Oklahoma – It looks 
strange, feels a little different, but it’s 
home; most importantly, it’s a 
celebration of life.  

A birthday handgame tournament was 
held on February 6, 2021 at the 
Carnegie Park for siblings, Vera 
Buffalomeat & Lewis Cozad. Twelve 
teams entertained the afternoon and 
evening for nearby listerners, 
including the neighborhood on South 
Carnegie Street. ‘The place was 
jammin,’ as the kids say. Face masks 
and social distancing were required as 
stated on the flier. The host family 
done an outstanding job at ensuring 
PPE was available throughout the 
building at different locations. 

“This is good for our people,” 
expressed Louis Maynahonah Jr as he 
and others stood outside to listen. His 
statement became true once a prayer 
was said and visitors were feed, a 
custom many are familiar with. The 
meal included stew, chili, and 
frybread; all provided by the family in 
honor of their mother and uncle. Once 
everyone broke bread together, the 
first to teams began to take their 
places for the first game. The minute 
that the drum made its sound, and 
song began was the moment the place 
became alive. 

“K’yahkhome bah,” it was a beautiful 
moment to witness. The people may 
have worn face coverings, yet it was 
obvious for a watchful eye to see how 
happy they were to play handgame 
again.

 A few stated that it was a blessing to 
be among familiar faces and not think 
about how the coronavirus affected 
their lives. 

Donna Geionety, daughter of Vera, 
explained that she and her family began 
hosting a handgame tournament about 
10 years ago. “This year’s event almost 
didn’t happen,” she said, “with 
everything going on with this pandemic 
or virus, we thought it’s best to wait it 
out.” She continued by saying that it 
was her mother, who turned 85 this 
year, wanted to bring the family 
together and play. “Mom said we can 
still do this if everyone would just wear 
a mask and remember to keep a 
distance from each other. 

Donna also expressed how 
apprehensive they felt as well as her 
concern for the backlash they might 
receive for having such an event. It 
seemed risky; however, they family 
made their decision to continue. The 
love for their k’aw (mother) and sai-gee 
(uncle) outweighed their fears; in 
addition, they felt very blessed to 
celebrate another year with their loved 
ones. 

The Kiowa Gourd Clan will have a cedaring ceremony for its 
members on Sunday April 25, 2021. The ceremony will 
begin at 1:00 pm and will be held at the Kiowa Tribal 
Danceground in Carnegie Ok. This ceremony is for those 
members and their families who have lost loved ones this 
past year. A meal will be served afterwards. Members 
families are asked to bring a side dish or dessert for the meal. 
Meat to be furnished by the Kiowa Gourd Clan. Bring your 
own chairs.  CDC Regulations will be followed, masks and 
social distancing are strongly encouraged. The Kiowa Gourd 
Clan will not be responsible for accidents. For further 
information contact the Kiowa Gourd Clan Officers.

Visit Facebook page: 
MMIP-Kiowa Chapter 

to learn how you can 
help and join the effort; 

Message, or contact 
through email: 

mmip.kiowa.chapter@
gmail.com



\ 


	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page



