Carnegie, Oklahoma

May/June 2021

Volume 3 Issue 10

Special Reunion for Our Elders
By Dianna Hadley

CARNEGIE, Okla. – The Kiowa
Administration on Aging (AOA) reopened
their doors and hosted an ‘Open House’ on
June 24, 2021. The event began at 11:00
AM with the burning and blessing of cedar.
Visitors were welcomed to partake in the
cedaring provided by Mr. Daniel Cozad
who also gave the opening prayer.
The sight of the elders coming
together again made several emotional as
they greeted each other upon arrival. It was
obvious to everyone that the elders were
happy to see each other again. The smiles
and laughter on everyone’s face was a
beautiful sight to witness. They were
together again and received a catered meal,
prime rib dinner, hospitality of the Kiowa
AOA. Later in the afternoon, a series of
family style bingo and prizes were also
provided. It was an enjoyable day for
everyone at the Kiowa AOA center.

Darin Zotigh, Director of AOA,
expressed how grateful he was to open the
doors and welcome the elders back into the
center. He stated, “It is truly a historical
moment in Kiowa history for the Kiowa
AOA Program to survive the pandemic.
Through it all we make our comeback
through isolation from our cocoon with
new hope, looking forward to a brighter
future.” .

Mr. Zotigh also expressed a heartfelt
‘Thank You’ to everyone for their
tremendous support, prayers, and good
thoughts. Then to the Kiowa Chairman,
Matthew Komalty, for all of his support and
assistance.
Last year the cost of food had
increased, which also influenced product
availability. Several business cooperation’s
began to conduct on a first come first serve
basis. This caused a concern for the Kiowa
AOA
The Kiowa AOA program remained
open during the pandemic thanks to the
additional funding of its grant award and
support of the Kiowa Tribe. Lahoma HorseZotigh, Grant Writer for the Tribe, worked
actively to help the programs, including
AOA, pinpoint what grants might be
available to them. She then assisted in the
application process and writing of the grant.

A heartfelt hug between friends, Donna Tsatoke & Martha Koomsa Perez.

The Kiowa AOA center
had also recently gone
through a series of
renovations, which
includes new flooring
and furniture, hair salon,
checker tables, and air
hockey.

The Kiowa AOA reopened within a
few weeks of its first closing. They
developed a drive through pickup & delivery
service to their clients, or elders, who are a
part of the program. As the year progressed
and the program received the additional
support; they were able to supply frozen
meals to their clients for the week. This
service became a great help many as the
program welcomed new clients who were
eligible and wished to be added to the list.
Prior to the pandemic, the average of meals
served by the Kiowa AOA was 120 daily;
currently the number of meals provided by
the program is above 200.

The center is now
looking forward to
planning activities for the
elders to enjoy in the
near future.

The reunion was a great success
thanks to the efforts and support of the
Kiowa AOA staff and volunteers. Donna
Jean Tsatoke, Kiowa elder, said the
following with a smile, “I’m just so happy to
see everyone, it feels good to be here again.”

KIOWA TRIBE WELCOMES THE REOPENING OF ITS VETERANS OFFICE
ANADARKO, Okla. – The Kiowa Tribe
held a grand reopening ceremony for its
Veterans Office in Anadarko on Tuesday,
June 8, 2021. Pershing Yeahquo, U.S.
Marine Corp veteran established the
Kiowa Tribe Veterans Office (KTVO) in
2018. After a slow start, the present day
KTVO is thriving said its and Army
veteran LaRue Guoladdle. “Veterans are
my brothers and sisters. A lot of times they
open up to me, so for me to be able to
offer these services and be able to point
them in the right direction to get them the
help they need. I feel very honored.”
Guoladdle said the KTVO is a hub
to link veteran with claims and benefits.
It’s a safe place for all service members of
all branches to provide services such as;
disability benefits, education and training,
home loans, burial benefits, life insurance,
and health care to name a few.
Chairman Matthew Komalty
commended Guoladdle, Yeahquo, and
staff for their hard work and bringing new
life to the program.

“That’s why I serve because of
things like this. Makes it all worth it.”
Komalty said these services are important
to our people. “Veterans have my upmost
respect. The sacrifices they made and the
things you have done have enabled us to
be here today. It makes my heart happy.”
Yeahquo said the KTVO is
working to get full accreditation from the
Oklahoma Department of Veterans
Affairs (ODVA) within eight months. To
be fully accredited means the ODVA will
no longer send its Veterans Service
Officers (VSO) to the worksite. The
KTVO will have its own certified officers
to counsel veterans.
In the near future KTVO plans on
opening a library with Kiowa literature
featured.

Soon the facility will be fully
equipped with computers and printers
for any communication a client would
need. Long time goals are to open a
veteran’s homeless shelter and cemetery.
A handicap equipped van was awarded
through the Wounded Warriors Family
Support grant program. The vehicle
allows clients to be driven to necessary
appointments.

KTVO offers services to
any veteran and/or spouse of a
deceased veteran. If you are veteran
or spouse of deceased veteran and
want answers or have questions,
feel free to contact KTVO at
580-919-7199 or 580-654-6458. all
for an appointment to visit with a
field representative or visit in
person at 125 E. Broadway,
Anadarko.
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Hi friends,
Thank you so much for
the positive feedback. I can’t
explain how great it feels to
hear such good things about
our paper, Kiowa News. The
compliments, kind words, and
support is not only encouraging
it is also inspiring. We love
what we do because we enjoy
hearing such great things about
the Kiowa Tribe and its people.
Hope all is well with you
as we enter into a new season
and begin preparations for
ceremony. This time of year is
special to everyone in the
Kiowa Tribe. Myself included
because I was born during the
Summer Solstice. Unique as
that may sound for a young
Kiowa woman, it also meant
work.
For that reason, it is not
the fourth of July unless I hear
hammers slamming stakes into
the ground and my folks
hollering at me to ensure our
arbor is straight. Like most
Kiowa women, my K’aw was
very particular about her camp,
everything must be in a certain
order. If she didn’t like it or
approved; Th’aw and I tore it
down and started over.

We may not have liked it,
but we didn’t dare argue with her.
Plus, there’s something about
working in the hot summer sun
that makes you humble.
Last year was tough for so
many of us because we didn’t
have the opportunity to come
together. The corona virus
affected everyone in one way or
another along with our way of life.
Couldn’t help but feel a sense a
loss on those days that we would
be at encampment like previous
years.
It will be extra special this
time, because of how eager
everyone is to take participate
and look on. There will be a few
faces that we won’t see this year;
still, we know that their spirit
lives on and gives us
encouragement to keep moving
forward.
Whether you chose to get
the vaccine or not, I am grateful
that 2020 is behind us. We are
slowly able to get back into the
grove of things and enjoy life once
again. Please continue to protect
yourself, no one is for certain
about the future.
“Bay kote aum doh-day” – keep
each other strong, encourage one
another.
Take care,

Iye yone ohn

Manny "the Dragon" Returns

More exciting #TeamTKO fight news as @kiowa_dragon
returns to the @bellatormma cage on July 31 looking to keep
the momentum rolling after three straight wins, as he takes on
Usman Nurmagomedov, 12-0 cousin of now retired #UFC
legend Khabib Nurmagomedov.
#MMA
#BellatorMMA #sports #martialarts @jacksonwink_mma

Kiowa News: Gaui Tau:De'Gya is a monthly publication; the
staff consisting of writers and photographers are proud
members of the Native American Journalism Association
(NAJA).

Contributing writers & photographers: Dianna Hadley,
Neely Tsoodle, and Adriel Clements.
All stories, pictures, and announcements may be sent to
kiowanews@kiowatribe.org for publication inside
Kiowa News.
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The Kiowa Language
Department facilitated a two-day
planning event to develop professional
development training for the Kiowa
Language Teacher Certification
Program. The 10-month certification
process was presented to Kiowa
speakers, who also serve as elder
mentors or in advisory positions. The
two-day event was intensive, but
ground-breaking in terms of creating
structures that we've never had before.
These efforts are to ensure that we
have a formal system of

perpetuating our language for the
future. This foundation will ensure a
continuous and ongoing process of
Kiowa Language learning and Kiowa
Language teaching from now on.
Tsóhàu:
We also want to wish our director,
Maya Torralba, a very happy
birthday! Thank you so much for
your dedication to our language and
for your strong advocacy on behalf
of our department.

Kiowa tribal member, Charley Eisenberger Domebo Haungooah, selected
as poster man for one of the most prestigious powwows in the world.
Charley was chosen out of thousands of dancers by their committee and
tribal leaders.

Tanedooah family meeting Saturday,

8/7/2021, beginning at 12:00 PM at the Botone
Memorial UMC. All descendants and family
members are encouraged and welcomed to
attend.

Kiowa News is available at the following locations:
Carnegie, OK - Kiowa Tribal Complex, Carnegie Library, Hop
n Sack, IHS Clinic, and the corner store by 4-way stop;
Anadarko, OK - IHS Clinic, Kiowa Offices, Kiowa Housing
Authority, Apache Housing, Oklahoma Arts & Crafts, and
Warrior Mart; Lawton, OK - IHS hospital, Kiowa District 4
Legislature Office, and Comanche Gift Shop; Apache, OK - Hop
n Sack; Mt View, OK - Hop n Sack; Hobart, OK - Sunny's
Convenience Store; Oklahoma City, OK - Indian Clinic;
Norman, OK - Kiowa District 7 Legislature Office.

The Kiowa Chairman fully supports the Bill of
Rights as it reads in the Kiowa Constitution,
Article 1- Section b:

The government of the tribe shall not make or
enforce any law which prohibits the freedom of
speech, expression, or of the press, or the right of
the People peaceably to assemble and to petition
the government for redress of grievance.
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- Matthew Komalty
Greetings Kiowa Tribal Members,
I want to start off with some good
news. The Kiowa Tribe will re-open
Tuesday, July 6, 2021. We will open
our doors to the public. The tribe has
been closed due to the pandemic since
March 19, 2021. I am excited and look
forward to seeing you all. I know it’s
been a difficult road for many of us.
It’s important that we stick together
and support one another as we move
forward.
As we continue in this COVID-19
pandemic, I know you have immediate
emergency needs. In my plan I am
proposing to give every adult member
$2,200 who is 18 years and older.
Those 17 years old and younger will
receive a voucher for $500 ($300
clothing, $200 food).
I also see there are long-term needs that
will assist you beyond the
$2,200. Currently, the Tribe is looking
at implementing nearly twenty
programs to help sustain your lifestyle
and necessities.
The Kiowa Tribe was awarded $51million from the American Rescue Plan
Act (ARPA) and the U.S. Department
of the Treasury. The assistance must be
used for immediate need, employment,
and lay the groundwork for a strong
and equitable recovery.
Outside of the individual emergency
assistance payment, these programs
will assist every Kiowa Tribal Member
regardless of where you live. Just to
name a few of the programs, Tribal
Members will be eligible for assistance
through household assistance, medical/
dental expenses, additional burial
support, homelessness, transportation/
transit, COVID-19 survivor assistance
program, and a navigation program that
would provide one-on-one assistance to
address the unique, long-term needs of
Kiowa Member individuals and
families. Again, these long-term
programs are beyond the initial
individual disbursement of $2,200.
There are also plans for scholarships,
student loan debt, medical debt, and I

want to add the burial program
designed to help with associated costs
like flowers, meals, lodging, flights, a
headstone etc.
Not only will the tribe be able to assist
you with programs mentioned, but we
will be able to service you at the new
COVID-19 Senior Activity Facility. It
will host several events for all ages.
The Administration on Aging will
soon be housed there. A huge portion
of the building can be used for
conferences, pow-wows, or even an
inside rodeo if we wanted to. It’s that
huge.
We also have COVID-19 Response
Centers in Anadarko, Lawton, and
now Hobart. These will facilitate and
act as an information and resource
hub. There’s also a brand-new storage
unit to house personal protective
equipment (PPE) for those that need or
request it and dry food goods for
emergencies.
Just in the last two weeks, we
reopened our Veterans Office and the
refurbished Senior Center. These are
two services that are important to me. I
am greatly appreciative to the staff and
employees of these two vital programs
and looking forward to seeing the
services and assistance that tribal
clients so greatly need and deserve.
These long-term plans warm my heart
because a lot of this assistance are
assets we normally wouldn’t have
access to or possess before the
pandemic. My hope is that it puts us
all in a better place. That is the big
plan.
I look forward to carrying out this
strategy and we will continue the good
work of my staff and amid the
pandemic.
Aho,

Matthew M. Komalty
Kiowa Tribal Chairman

——————–—–——————————————————————————

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

From the desk of Kiowa Tribal Chairman
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KHEGP

Student of the Month

1) Name: Kristie Subieta
2)Hometown: Apache, Oklahoma
3)High School: Apache High School
4)Family: I am married to Randall
Subieta. My parents are Norman
Punley and the late Ruby Beartrack
Punley. I have three sisters ~ Michele,
Kay and Norma and one brother ~
Clint. My paternal grandparents were
the late Arthur and Zelda Punley and
my maternal grandparents were the
late Raymond and Mollie Beartrack.
5)College/University : Walden
University
6)Major/Degree: PhD Health
Promotion and Education
7)Cultural Activities/Hobbies/Clubs/
Events you attend or are involved in:
MMIW (Missing, Murdered
Indigneous Women)
Air Force Sergeants Association
Cameron Alumni Association
8)Community Events you attend or are
involved in:
As the Public Health Educator at the
Lawton Indian Hospital, I facilitate
local/community events. Health
Month activities - such as Breast
Cancer Awareness Walk, National
Nurses’ Month Walk and many more.
I also develop and create the
newsletter for the Lawton Service
Unit.

9)Honors/Scholarships you have
received: Golden Key Honor ~
Walden University 2021;
Eagle Heart Memorial Scholarship
Awardee 2021; United States Air
Force Retiree - twenty years
service
10)Future/Career Goals: After I
obtain my PhD, I plan on
continuing working at the Lawton
Indian Hospital as a Public Health
Educator. My goal is to continue to
strive to promote healthier
lifestyles for all Native Americans.
11)How long has the Kiowa Tribe
Higher Education Grant Program
funded your education? The
KTHEGP funded me to obtain my
undergraduate degree (2001) &
currently in my PhD (Doctoral)
program since the of Fall 2020 to
present.
12)How has the Kiowa Tribe
Higher Education Grant Program
helped you to get to where you are?
With the KTHEGP, I was able to
receive funding to help with
tuition, books, or other financial
obligations during my academic
years. The KTHEGP staff and
program are committed to the
Kiowa students and it is a great
program for Kiowa tribal members
who need assistance with financial
aid. The staff is dedicated to raising
the education levels for all Kiowa
Tribal students from Oklahoma and
across the United States
13)Please state anything else that
you would like to share:
I am sincerely grateful to be funded
by the KTHEGP ; it has truly
helped me in my pursuit for a
Doctorate degree and I am
dedicated to carrying that blessing
forward to other tribal and Native
women. The KTHEGP grant has
alleviated some financial weight
and I finally feel as though my
dreams are actually within reach as
I continue the hard work. Thank
you to all those working in our
tribal government to allocate funds
to college students. Thank you to
all Natives for your continuing
support for such a wonderful
opportunity.

——————–—–——————————————————————————

Monday - Friday 8:00 am - 4:30 pm
Phone: (580) 654-6324
Email: highered@kiowatribe.org

Follow Us on
Facebook page:
Kiowa Higher
Education Grant
Program.
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The Brave Story of Cherry Francis Tsoodle, a Kiowa Woman Who Fought Alone
Guest Writer, Nancy Spears
Gaylord News & Gaylord School of Journalism OU

ANADARKO, Okla. - A storytelling vigil is held on the leaf-

scattered doorsteps of a Chickasha nursing home. Intertribal
families are gathering to celebrate the life of a Muscogee Creek
woman who lost the fight for her life just inside the porch
window, alone, in her room.
The vigil contained about 15 to 20 various tribe members, who
are all grieving in the traditional way despite the lack of
understanding from the administrative nursing home staff.
Beneath the dim glow of the front porch light, they grieve by
coming together to tell stories about Cherry Francis Tsoodle.
In a world without COVID-19, this outpouring of grief and
emotion would be a different sight to see. Kiowas remain with
their loved ones through the time until they’ve taken their final
breath, so that their loved one doesn’t make the journey to the
Creator alone. Gloria Tate, an enrolled member of the Comanche
Nation who is half-Kiowa, said they would all be packed in the
room with Cherry, praying and telling stories, keeping her spirit
company until it’s her time to go home.
Tate said that many tribes like the Kiowa, Comanche, and Apache
traditionally will have a yearlong mourning and will not go to
pow wows or dance for a year after a family member has passed.
They may also cut their hair in aggrievement.
Physical presence makes the going-away process easier on
indigenous folks, but the pandemic has stolen even that. Instead,
Kiowa and other tribal members gathered outside Cherry’s
window and on the porch of the nursing home where she resides.
Unable to go inside, some slept in their cars to maintain their
spiritual connections with Cherry. They can’t touch her, talk to
her, or hug her goodbye. The nursing staff encouraged everyone
to take a break (rest). Cherry Tsoodle took her final breath alone.
Sitting in the car during the vigil the night before her mother
passed, eldest daughter Neely Tsoodle talked about her mom and
the impact she had on the Kiowa community. Kiowa tribal
member Gloria Tate also contributed to the conversation.
Q: In your own words, your own observations, what does your
mom mean to the Kiowa tribe at large, and how is she going to be
missed? Because I can obviously tell that because of this vigil
that's being conducted right now, she did have an impact on the
tribe and will be missed. So as her daughter, what do you want to
say to speak to that?
A: “My mom, she married at a very young age. Back then it was
considered young, she was 18. But she grew up in a boarding
school. And so, that's all she knew is institutionalism and being in
those schools and being away from home. So, when she met my
dad at Haskell, they were married, and she never really grew up
knowing her Muscogee ways. The only thing that she really knew
was the Kiowa-Apache ways. And she knew how to cook her
Muscogee food, but she mastered the Kiowa food, and a lot of the
Kiowas came to her to make their bread because
she had mastered it. And when I started working at the Muscogee
Creek Nation, they were like --the Kiowas down here-- were
asking me, ‘Why are you up there?’ and I said I'm half Muscogee,
and they were like ‘who's Muscogee?’ and I said my mom, she's
full blood. And they were like, ‘We thought she was Kiowa all
this time,’ and it's kind of funny because that's all people know
her as being Kiowa, but she is not. And we go to an ApacheKiowa church, which is predominantly Kiowa. And she was
among the Kiowa Apache lady's leadership there. So, she will
very much be missed in the Kiowa world, especially the
American Baptist world.”
Q: I guess this is again the kind of this kind of speaking to the
resilience of your mother. So, I hope that this is a good way to
phrase this. Your mom is currently surviving beyond the doctor's
expectations, right, she's still remaining ever resilient against
what they've expected her to do. I am assuming and from what
I've been able to glean from the stories about your mom, that her
surviving beyond what people think she can doesn't surprise you
at all.
A: “No, not at all. She's a fighter. She has six children. And she
got her bachelor's degree, and then she went back after she
already had six children, she went back and got her master's in
her 40s. And it's very hard to do. I mean, having that many kids
and then getting your education, especially at that age. That in
itself is an accomplishment, and it's something I can't even
imagine myself doing. There’re so many people that look up to
her and so many people who have said, she's been like a mother
to us and so she's been a mother, especially with her advice.
That's what I've heard all my life about her and the lives she
touched. And that says a lot about her character. I just think that's
so awesome of her, that people say those things about her and it's
not just because of what she's going through right now. I've heard
it almost all my life about her. So, I know she touched a lot of
lives.”
Gloria Tate A: “I wish you would have got to meet her and know
her, knowing that she's a strong Creek woman, but just a Native
woman, in general. I've known her since I was at least 10 years
old. And so I've got to grow up around her. I've learned cooking
skills, sewing skills; being a Sunday school teacher, being a girls
youth leader, being within our churches. She is the most amazing
woman. Even my mother says that that's my mom's mentor, and
it's because of who Cherry is. Yes, she knew her language
fluently, but she picked up where she came from being a Creek
woman from Eastern Oklahoma, to come and live and be a wife
and a mother and a friend to everyone around here. Everyone. I
mean, only good things can be said about Cherry Tsoodle.”
Q: So one thing that I'd like to touch on is just what do Kiowas
do, and what do Native Americans do in the situation that you're
in -- where a family member has been given, essentially what
they call the death rattle, that's when they've been told that they
have so much time left. As a Native American person, what do
you start doing when you have discovered that, when that news
has been given to you. How do you react, as a tribal member?
Gloria Tate A: Kiowa, Apache, Comanche, we sit vigil, and we
wait, we are there. We're like now, we're at the nursing home.
We're sitting outside even though we cannot go in. We're outside
as a family member with the family, the Tsoodle family, and
we're going to sit here and be here until she takes her last breath.
And before this pandemic, we would all be in the room with her
and just sit there, there's prayers, there's good stories. There's
everything in support of this family and that's what we're doing
right now. All family, immediate and extended family and church
family, are sitting outside on the porch of the nursing home

And in prayer, and going and seeing from the window, and just
being supportive of Neely and her siblings at this time. And we stay
until her last breath. and then we even wait for the funeral home to
come pick her up, before we actually leave, and we stay there all
night. I mean we're here all night. We can't go inside, but we're
going to sleep in our cars and wait. And luckily, we have a nurse or
two on the inside that know us personally, who are Kiowa. And
they are kind of giving us a little bit more intimate details, kind of
comforting us.
Tate A: There's another thing I know, more so with our Kiowa
people, but Comanche people, even our Apache people, I say that
because that's in our area. And I can also add the Creek family or
Creek tribe. Once a person passes, just in showing of mourning and
in aggrandizement, individuals would cut their hair, and they
would, long time ago. Of course it was with a knife, and it was like
all jagged, but more so nowadays. Somebody will actually cut the
hair and sometimes they'll put it in the casket. Some families may
go and take it and put it in the river. Some may vary, just depending
on each family, but that's another tradition. So if you see Neely,
who had long hair and the next time you see her, if her hair was
short, she's in mourning. And it’s a yearlong mourning.
Q: I really want to get to the heart of how different tribes grieve.
And I think that it's important just because of the fact that a lot of
non indigenous folks, people with Western ideals, in general, they
just don't understand the ways that tribal members grieve, and they
don't understand how each tribe handles the dead and death in
general. And that's something that varies across each tribe. So that's
something I really am trying to get to the heart of here. Take me
through what it’s like to have to grieve inter-tribally.
Tate A: “Grieving, like right now, if you were here at the nursing
home, there's probably 15-20 of us on the porch pretty much around
the clock. And we'll sit here and we're going to tell Cherry stories
and just stories in general. And usually it's about a year long. Our
ways are, mourn for a year. That means you don't go to powwows,
you don't dance. You don't do certain things until after that year
passes. Then we have a memorial dinner in her honor. And it's like,
okay, all right. We grieved for a year, we missed her but we're
always going to miss her, no matter what, no matter what. But that's
just some of our traditional ways in grieving.”
Q: The tribe has had a lot of losses from, what I've observed from
what I've heard about, it's been a very, very rough year, As far as
that goes, because of the pandemic. Neely, I know you do PR for
the tribe and you work for the tribe. From your observations, how
do you see the Kiowa community mitigating the pain and sharing
the burdens of just how much loss has been experienced since
COVID began?
A: “There has been a tremendous amount of loss amongst the
Kiowa enrollment-ship, especially amongst our males. And since
we're a maternal society, or people. It has taken its toll. And
because of the pandemic, and because of the COVID restrictions,
not a lot of practices have been able to be done. And that's very sad,
because we're very religious and ceremonial people, and many of
them were cut short of the practices, and or and have been unable to
bury their loved ones. The way that they've traditionally become
accustomed to. And we're starting to see some of that lifted a little
bit. Traditionally we have a wake, and then the funeral, and they
have been shortened to just graveside and only a handful of people
can come and in our southwestern Oklahoma tribe, the funerals are
very large here. Well, they are pretty much in a lot of the tribes but
here, we're all family, and we have family who have family, and so
we're all related. And so for us to not be able to see our loved ones.
I mean it's very sad but we're starting to see a little relief in that.
There are some practices that have been going on and some
gatherings that have gone on and taken place. And we can't touch
anyone. We can't hug anyone and that's been a huge thing, it sounds
small, but it's a very huge thing because we are a handshaking,
hugging society of people, and we haven't been able to do that. Or
gather. And Sing the songs and pray the prayers that we always
know to do. And that I've heard so many comments about, that's
very heartbreaking that we can't do that.”
Q: Could you give me a physical description of the nursing home
porch steps. And what it's really like for you to be sitting there right
now.
A: First of all, this has been the home of both my parents for nearly
three years. “The building is kind of in X- shape for wings and the
porches, just oblong and oblong in the front portion of it, and we're
just basically scattered in the front of the porch and some sitting by
their cars and a lot of them come and go. And my mom's window is
right next to the administration portion of the building, which is
pretty much connected to the porch, so the porch is almost right
there by her window. You can see her. And last night, one of the
nurses kind of heard what we went through yesterday, and some of
the loopholes we're going to have to work around. They had
mentioned to us that your mom's a strong woman. She's waiting on
something, though. She's waiting on something, several people have
told us that. So they were like, well, you know what, maybe we
need to bring your dad in here, because he kind of doesn't know
what's going on. So, they said we'll bring him in here but you can't
be in here. Nobody can, but y'all can watch by the window. So they
brought him in there, and we were all able to watch from the
window and it was a pretty moving moment, because that's the love
of his life for more than 62 years. But I got a picture of that too and
it was pretty heartbreaking to see.”
Q: What do you think she’s waiting on?
A: “Well she has one grandson that hadn't made it yet (to the vigil)
yet. And that's the first thing that came to my mind. She is very
close to her grandchildren.”
“Oh, I might say, going back to the first time that she would ever be
admitted into nursing care, One of the early bouts that she had early

on. They told us she didn't have much longer to live
and this was almost when she first got in here nearly three years
ago, her organs are failing, like they are telling us now. Organs are
failing. And we thought that was it. So, we started preparing
ourselves. And they pushed hospice on us. They said We strongly
urge this, strongly, because your mom is not good. We don't think
she's going to make it. And then we were like, in our gut feeling
we believe our mom is not ready to go. So we declined it. And
then I said, Is there anything else we can do? They said, well her
leg is not healing. Let's try amputation and maybe it'll bring her
back to life, and they amputate her leg below the knee, and she
bounced right back. And then, and on another occasion, there was
a hospice scare. And we turned that down, and she bounced right
back. And then she started getting an infection in the other leg. So
she's a double amputee. And she bounced right back. And so we
had probably three other hospice scares they tried to push us. We
all thought, I don't believe she's ready to stop this fight, I don't
believe she is. And she was communicating with us, then, up until
maybe a month ago and stuff. So we were able to talk to her. And
explain to her, and she wasn't ready to give up. So we stuck to it.
And then this last time was the only time we believe it may be
time. That there was no hope. She's still fighting it. She's living
past their expectancies…again.”
Q: You've definitely given me even more context to her resiliency
and the fact that she is a survivor. Another question I have for you
is, you said you didn't feel it was right. You guys didn't think it
was time. That sounds like a very spiritual experience. And that
requires a spiritual connection with your mother. I want you to
kind of talk and lean more into that for a moment if you can, and
just take me through how you guys know that. What feelings what
signs around you are there that helped lead you to that spiritual
conclusion. So can you just talk more about that?
A: “Yes. We just had a very spiritual connection, amongst each
other, with God, with our mother. And for all the health scares and
even life obstacles that she went through, and how much she
bounced back. And even going back to her ancestors on the Trail
of Tears, that resiliency. She has that fight in her, she always has.
And she's very mentally strong, and I think her mental strongness
is what really keeps her going. And they keep telling us in there,
they give us updates about her vitals. They said, her heart is so
strong. It's so strong. So that tells me about her heart and her will,
to not give up even though her body is.”
Q: You said that before in her previous health scares you guys
always knew that she would bounce back, but now with this most
recent one, you said it was the first time you guys really believe
that this may be the one. Spiritually, what led you to that
conclusion?
A: “I think we all felt it. And just by seeing her, and we felt it.
That she was actually starting to lose the fight, and she was
realizing it. And something in the doctor's voice, the one we have
been dealing with through all of this. There was just something
different in his voice and just the way he talked to us, and what she
was up against in his voice. And I think we all knew, and we didn't
want to admit it but we all knew at that moment. We're a praying
family. And we strongly believe that's what God is telling us.”
Q: In your spirit, do you still hear her talking to you and talking to
the family?
A: “Yes, I do, very much. I feel like she would have wanted to be
gathering like this and laughing, and coming together and kids
playing. That was her favorite thing is people over. She was
always cooking and calling people up from the church or friends,
saying ‘come over I got this to eat.’ That's all we would do is sit
around and story tell and sometimes she would always be the one
that we were telling funny stories about. So, that's what we've been
doing here, and she would want us to keep doing that and keep
gathering. And her big, big thing was food and cooking. She
would want us to continue gathering and cooking and eating and
fellowshipping. And she likes to picnic, when we would go on a
trip she made sure she cooks stuff for the trip for everybody to eat.
So she would want us to keep that up, and keep that going. I know
she's happy in the fact that people are here and celebrating her life.
And, (she would want us) to keep gathering, keep fellowshipping.
And don't stop on her account.”
Friends and family described Cherry -- a double leg amputee,
breast cancer, and COVID-19 survivor -- as physically and
mentally resilient. She married at 18 to a man she met at Haskell
University. Tsoodle’s mom put herself through school to get a
bachelors, then master’s degree, all while raising six children.
Chrrry and her husband resided in the same nursing home.
Just a few months before Cherry’s health started declining, she lost
her dear son Scott. Her five remaining children, husband, extended
family, church family, and the entire Kiowa family are the ones
survived by the loss of Cherry Tsoodle, who passed away on
March 17, 2021.
Tsoodle said that the arrangements will observe both Kiowa and
Muscogee Creek traditions. Her mother has requested to be buried
in the tradition of the Muscogee Creek tribe, which is when a
blanket is draped over the casket and buried with the tribal
member. This is different from the Kiowa tradition, where the
blanket would be given to a tribal member for mourning.
Telling stories about a lost tribal member is part of the grieving
process for many tribes. It allows them to transcend physical
boundaries and maintain connection to the spiritual. While some
vigils are sacred and can only be done privately, the vigil at the
Chickasha nursing home was simply an example of how tribal
members come together -- despite the pandemic -- to share in each
other’s pain and sadness.
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Family Receives the 2020 AARP Award in Honor of Their Mother

“She didn’t get to celebrate with the
bells and whistles that come with
such an award; but we [her children]
are very proud of our mother,”

By Dianna Hadley

Darlene Hovakah Wolf was as
sweet as she was kind. One could say that
she was genuine with a big heart. A virtuous
woman, who found success and created a
lifelong career for herself.
Darlene was in the hospital when
she first heard the news of receiving the
special honor, the 2020 AARP Native
American Elder Award. Her children stated
that their mother was pleasantly surprised.
“She didn’t get the celebrate with the bells
and whistles that come with such an award;
but we [her children] are very proud of our
mother,” expressed her son, Darin Zotigh.
The family received the award months after
her passing in fall of 2020.
Darlene was born on August 16,
1936, to Mamie Sophia (Tsoodle) and Rev.
William Hovakah Wolf inside her
grandmother's, Kah-Tone-Pah-Hoodle, home
in Zodletone, Oklahoma. She was given the
Kiowa name ‘Ghoon-ee-day ahn-mah',
which means woman that has come a long
way, by her great grandmother, Tsah-Mah.
Darlene’s story begins with her
childhood, growing up in an area once
known as Zodletone by the Kiowa Tribe, the
location is presently part of southwest
Oklahoma. She had many fond memories of
her parents, especially her father, who
encouraged her to get an education. At times,
when the creek was overfilled with
rainwater; her dad carried her over his
shoulders and cross over to the other side.
“The water came up to my ankles as I sat on
his shoulders. I held on tightly to his neck
and chin as he carried me across with sticks
in his hands,” said Darlene as she began the
story. He put me down on the bank and told
me to hurry and run to the bus stop before I
missed it. But I would stand there and cry,
waiting and worried for his safety. He would
tell me “Go on, I’ll be alight, you’re going to
miss the bus if you don’t hurry.” Looking
back, she stated that her father, William, was
the reason she wanted to do well in school.
Make him proud because he done so much
for her to succeed.

Darlene pushed herself to do
well in class. The self-discipline to study
and turn in assignments paid off in the
end; she graduated with a high school
diploma. Certainly, a proud moment
between a father and daughter. She
would then choose to take another step
towards a career. “I look back and
remember all he did, and sacrificed, for
me to see that I get an education,”
expressed Darlene, “so I went on to
Bacone College and got an associate
degree.”
While attending Bacone
College, Darlene joined the school
choir. She enjoyed the travel and made
many friends; but it wasn’t long before
loved the choir for another reason. A
chance to show others the heritage she
comes from, who her dad is as well,
Kiowa. Darlene dressed in her native
regalia and began to have a special part
in the show. She interpreted a unique
sign language style to various songs,
mostly to the Lord’s prayer. People she
never met before wanted to talk to her
and ask questions about her dress, and
tribe.
She was later crowned as the
Bacone College Homecoming Queen in
1956. It is noted that Darlene Hovakah
Wolf was the last titled queen for the
school for many years, up till 2002.

Darlene then chose to enroll
at Northeastern State University
(NSU) and majored in Lab &
Radiology. She succeeded. Not only
did she receive a degree; she also
earned a radiology technician
certification. Darlene’s determination
paid off; she soon began a lifelong
career at the Indian Health Services at
Clinton & Lawton, Oklahoma.
She was so grateful for her
position at the hospital because it
allowed her to be close to home. Most
importantly she was able to take care
of her children and watched them
grow into successful individuals.
Darlene also enjoyed attending
powwows, Kiowa dances, and other
special gatherings. She especially
loved attending church. The First
American Indian Baptist Church in
Hobart, Oklahoma became her home
church for many years. A faithful and
active member, she also joined the
American Women Baptist
Association. Her favorite part about
church was the singing of Kiowa
hymns.
Darlene also had the liberty to
serve as the Kiowa Tribal Director for
the American Indian Exposition. She
took great pride and felt very honored
to represent her tribe in such a way.
She did her best to fulfill the role with
much dignity and respect as she
could.
Later in life she had the
opportunity to retire the crown and
title she received back in college.

Darlene received a special invitation for
the event, organized by the Bacone
Alumni. She enjoyed the day with a
parade, then the special ceremony to
pass the crown to the next. Her son,
Darin, teased, he asked, “What did it
feel like giving up your crown after
holding that title all those years? Did
you play tug of war with it before letting
go?” She laughed and told him no in
response.
Darlene was well liked
throughout Indian Country because of
her gentle nature and kind humor. She
loved everyone, especially her extended
family and friends. She always tried to
visit the Kiowa AOA (Administration of
Aging) Center as often as she could.
Darlene enjoyed the followship and the
elder activities, especially during
Halloween. Each year she dressed up in
costume and had a blast during the
parade with everyone.
She is remembered as a kind
and remarkable lady by all who knew
her. Her determination to not give up
continues to inspire others to seek an
education and began a career. Darlene
often gave encouraging words to those
that greeted her and asked about her
college years. She believed that anyone
could reach their own success if they
were willing to work for it.
If someone takes the time to
learn the story about the life and career
of Darlene Hovakah Wolf; they might
say that she lived up to the Kiowa name
chosen for her, Ghoon-ee-day ahn-mah.

After completing her years at
Bacone, Darlene returned home and
began a family. She had five children
and was happy for a while. Later, she
started over and began a new phase of
her life. That was when her father once
again, gave his support and encouraged
her to move forward. He believed that
she could do it. He talked her into going
back to school and reach a higher level
of education. He also offered to help
take care of his grandchildren while she
attended classes. Thanks to his kind
gesture; she was able to enroll at
Southwestern Oklahoma State
University (SWOSU) as a full-time
student.
Sadly, sometime after she began
her classes and studies, her father passed
away. It was hard, and a sudden change
that requires one to make difficult
decisions. Then another reality
appeared, there wasn’t anyone to watch
the kids. Darlene didn’t want to leave
the children by themselves, and she
didn’t trust just anyone. This
circumstance led her into leaving the
university. Yet she still had the desire to
finish her degree. This time it was for
her children and to honor her father.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CASSIDY RAYANN
LE BEAU
Elementary Teacher Education
Program
________________________
Master in Teaching

Cassidy Rayann Le Beau is the daughter of Thomas and DeAnn
Nibbs Le Beau; her paternal grandparents are Curtis and Sally A. Le
Beau. She is also from the Hokeah and Ahhaitty families.
Cassidy expressed how happy and proud she is to come from the
Kiowa Tribe. She also expressed that her greatest achievement would be
to teach other indigenous children who come from similar backgrounds.
The desire to seek a career in education is influenced by her
grandfather, Curtis, who was also a teacher. Cassidy began college
courses during high school at Spanaway Lake High School in Spanaway,
Washington. By the age of 20, Cassidy earned a Bachelor's degree in
education. Her father, Thomas explained that she remained on the Dean's
List for a number of years.
He stated the following::I can’t even begin to tell you how proud
we are of my daughter’s accomplishment!! She earned her Masters
Degree and just turned 21 just a few months ago! I just couldn’t hold
back the tears when I spoke to her on the phone…I was just so happy, so
proud, and so grateful I am a part of her life! I love you Cassidy LeBeau
and I know you will do amazing things! God Bless you always…
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KIOWA LEGISLATURE
Get Involved, Call Your Representative
All Seven District Legislators can be reached by the numbers
listed below:
KYLE ATADDLETY
District #1 - Ah-Kaw-Lay/Anadarko
Tribal Cell: 580-951-0235
Email: kataddlety@kiowatrbe.org

ANITA JOHNSON

MICHAEL Q. PRIMUS II
District #2 - Zoltone/Carnegie
Tribal Cell: 580-730-1592
Email: mprimus@kiowatribe.org

BENJAMIN LUCERO WOLF

MARILYN BREAD
District #3 - DoHay-doy/Medicine Bluff
Tribal Cell: 580-699-6428
Email: mkbread@kiowatribe.org

JACOB TSOTIGH
District #7 - Caugu/All

District #5 - P'au-aydle/Red River
Tribal Cell: 405-313-5419
Email: ajohnson@kiowatribe.org

District #6 - Qocaui P'au/Elk Creek
Tribal Cell: 580-919-9235
Email: bwolf@kiowatribe.org

Tribal Cell: 580-951-0406
Email: jtsotigh@kiowatribe.org

JESSIE SVITAK
District #4- Qop-aydle/Jimmy Creek
Tribal Cell: 580-574-1393
Email: jsvitak@kiowatribe.org

KIOWA TRIBE FINDS NEED FOR MEDICAL BILL
DEBT ASSISTANCE

Part of the $51 million from the
American Rescue Plan Act (ARP A)
that was awarded to the Kiowa Tribe
will go to a number of programs that
will assist Kiowa Tribal Members. A
Kiowa ARP A representative explained
to Wife that the Pay My Medical Bill
program could pay for much, if not all,
of the family's medical debt. Also, a
program addressing revenue loss could
supplement the bill-pay aid to help Wife
recover her lost wages due to
COVID-19. She could also be eligible
for COVID-19 survivor assistance.
The Pay My Medical Bill
program is just one of many potential
programs that will assist Kiowa families
and individuals with expenses and
hardships caused by COVID-19.

Applications and a needs assessment
have been created to assess the
financial need throughout the entire
tribe.
Tribal members will be
eligible for assistance through
programs addressing household
assistance, medical/dental expenses,
additional burial support,
homelessness, transportation/transit,
COVID-19 survivor assistance
program, and a navigation program
that would provide one-on-one
assistance to address the unique, longterm needs of Kiowa Member
individuals and families. These longterm programs are beyond the initial
individual disbursement.
Be sure to follow our
Facebook page at @thekiowatribe or
log on to www.kiowatribe.org for
updates regarding the i1nn1ediate cash
payment and sustainable programs
that will allow Tribal Members to
fully recover from the econonic
hardship suffered by the COVID-19
pandemic.

Kiowa Tribe Fastrans
The Kiowa Tribe Fastrans is a program that gives Kiowa Tribal members, and
non tribal members transportation around the Carnegie, Hobart, Anadarko,
and Lawton areas. Open to the public. Tell Your Friends!

Call and schedule a ride today!

Open Monday - Friday
8:00 AM - 4:30 PM

NOTE: The Kiowa Tribe provides a comprehensive benefits package including: leave
benefits, (13) paid holidays, health insurance plan providing eligible employees access to
medical, dental and vision care insurance benefits, $25,000 Basic Life and $25,000 Basic
AD& D insurance coverage at no cost to employees, and 3% employer contribution into
the Employee Savings Trust Plan (401k.)

Featured Jobs
Job Title: Social Services Assistant

The Kiowa Legislature holds monthly meetings every second Saturday of
each month in accordance with the Kiowa Constitution. Meetings are
scheduled to begin at 9:00 AM

ANADARKO, Okla.- On June 15,
2021, a Kiowa Tribal Elder approached
the COVID-19 Response Program
Center in Anadarko with a dire need of
assistance. Names have been \.Vithheld
for privacy. This past year, her Husband
contracted the coronavirus and later
passed a\.vay from sepsis. Before he
passed away, Wife quit her long-time
job with the Department of Labor to
take care of her Husband. Wife has been
without work for more than six months,
so she turned to the tribe for help.

Please visit the Kiowa Tribe website, kiowatribe.org to view or download job
announcements, fillable job applications forms, and obtain information on
how to apply. You may also contact the Human Resources office at 580-654-6317
or 6335.

1-855-820-6164
or
(580) 654-2053

Job Summary: Under the supervision of the Social Services Director, the incumbent
will be responsible for the General Assistance and Domestic Violence client
applications. Advocates for clients, case management, and processes all applications for
services. Familiar with BIA 638 Welfare Assistance (WA), General Assistance (GA), 25
CFR, Part 20, Subpart C requirements.
Qualifications:
Associates Degree or 12 hours of college in Sociology, Psychology, or Social Services
related field of study OR 2 years of work experience in the social/human science field or
an equivalent of education combined with experience.
Closing Date: Open till filled.

For additional Job Opportunities, visit
kiowatribe.org.
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Kiowa Language & Culture
Revitalization Program

100 Kiowa Way Carnegie, Oklahoma 73015
Phone: (580) 654 - 2556 Email: language@kiowatribe.org
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Kiowa man and woman graphics were made by Dean Ahdokobo for the Kiowa Language Program;
Reformatted August, 2020
Phonic description: Gkoy-bay-goo ate mau-hay(n)-mau

The approximate translation is "We are learning Kiowa ways" or "We are learning the Kiowa way of doing
things, thinking, and speaking". In the early phases of the program, it was decided that, when possible, we will
use the Kiowa name for the program (as opposed to the English name). The elder mentors at that time decided
that having language knowledge was not the only thing at stake. We were also learning about the "Kiowa
way" of doing things and Kiowa thinking. It was decided that this title encompassed all of those ideas.
Days of the Week in Kiowa Chart
(Written in the modified orthography, so tones can be recorded) Includes English translation and
phonetic respelling
kí óñ:dèdàu (day-good/is) It is a good day
kí: t’á:gyà (day-is good) It is a good day
kí:dà (day)
sép[gyà (sewing-at) While sewing
séphàp (sewing-like/fond of) Likes to sew
Sép kídà (sewing day) Wednesday
Dàu:k’í: (God)
Dáu:[dó: (God's house) church
Dáu:tsái (God ask/pray) pray
Dáu: kí:dà (God day) Sunday
shân (is small) also pronounced syân
shândè (small one/little bit)
é:zèn (Agent/American gov't official/Agency)
Ézèn kídà (Agency day) Friday
In the Kiowa Language, there is no j sound as in 'jar' or 'agent' so the sound was substituted with
the 'z' sound. There is also no short e sound as in 'gem' or 'agent' so the sound was replaced with a
long a sound as in 'they' or 'prey'. A new word was created, Ézèn (ay-zayn) which was the Kiowa
pronunciation of the English word, agent. Fridays were designated days that Kiowa folk "took care
of business" at the agency (i.e. signing paperwork; leases for land-use, obtain records, etc.)

Emotions in Kiowa

Follow Us on our Facebook page:
Kiowa Language and Culture
Revitalization Program
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Merlene Venus Haumpy,
adopted Cheyenne aunt Phyllis
BigLefthand. And her best
friends Diana Plumley and Jewel
Quinton. Her dogs Pedro and
Emma Mae.

To have your loved one featured inside the Kiowa Tribal newspaper email
pr@kiowatribe.org. Please remember to include the name of funeral home when
sending information. "Hai gah may oye bone tah" (We will see them again)

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Carole was preceded in death by her
husband Henry, her grandparents, her
parents Phillip and Julia (Tapedo) Botone,
two sons Phillip Michael Willis, Carl
David Willis, a brother Roland Botone, a
sister Indus Joyce Botone, and her uncle
and aunt with whom she was raised,
Burgess Tapedo and Elva Mae Tapedo.
She is survived by a special cousin with
whom she was raised, Martin “Pepper”
Tsatoke; one son, Victor Timothy Willis
& wife Victoria of Cary, NC; four
daughters, Julienne

Caroline (Carole) Mobeadlemah Botone
Willis was born December 12, 1929 in
Carnegie, Oklahoma, and passed from
this world on Friday April 23, 2021
surrounded by loved ones at her home in
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, at the age of
92 years and 4 months. Her Kiowa name
is Cyóidébá (Long time-[She]-Go)
meaning “Traveled far woman”. Carole
was a fluent speaker of the Kiowa
language and devoted much of her life to
Kiowa language preservation. She lost
her parents at an early age and was
raised by her maternal grandparents
John Jerome and Minnie (Topaum)
Tapedo who led her in her faith journey.
She was a devout Christian and loved
worshiping and singing songs that
expressed her strong faith.
Carole attended Cedar Dale School,
Riverside Indian School, and Chilocco
Indian Agricultural School, where she
graduated in 1949. She married Henry
Joseph Willis in El Reno, Oklahoma,
and they celebrated 63 years of marriage
at the time of his passing. Carole and
Henry made their first home in Stratford,
OK, and she completed a Bachelor of
Arts degree in 1977 from East Central
Oklahoma State University with a
double major in Psychology and
Sociology. Carole began her work in
education serving Indian students by
establishing Stratford Public Schools’
Johnson O’Malley program. In 1978,
she began working as a Student
Counselor with the Oklahoma City
Public Schools (OKCPS) Title IV Indian
Education Program, and in 1979, she
became the OKCPS Indian Education
Program Coordinator. Her program
earned national recognition as a
Showcase Program. She was also the
Oklahoma Council of Indian
Education’s 1991 Outstanding Indian
Educator of the Year. She was delighted
to have placed third in the National
Indian Education Association’s North
West Frybread Contest in 1985. After
retirement from OKCPS in 1995, she
began teaching the Kiowa language with
the University of Oklahoma
Anthropology Department, where she
joined Henry in preserving their
respective tribal languages. Carole
taught Kiowa using Parker McKenzie’s
orthography. She was proud of her tribal
culture and language and shared her love
of learning and teaching Kiowa with
countless students and community
members. She retired from OU in 2012
after a career of 37 years in Indian
education, but she continued to teach
and mentor others throughout the
remainder of her life. Carole also
enjoyed reading, singing, keeping up
with current events, watching OU
football and OKC Thunder, and
treasured the time she shared with her
family.

Elaine Judd & husband John Sr. of
Stratford, OK, Sandra Carole Poolaw &
husband Robert Jr. of Norman, OK,
Victoria Leigh Willis of Norman, OK;
Susan Michelle Estrada & husband Rudy
of Oklahoma City, OK; 13 grandchildren;
7 great-grandchildren; 1 great-greatgrandchild; and a host of nieces and
nephews. Pallbearers will be grandsons
John Judd Jr., Dane Poolaw, Jeffrey
Poolaw, Elias Poolaw, Tristen Williams,
Matthew Estrada, and sons-in-law Robert
Poolaw Jr. and Rudy Estrada.
Honorary Pallbearers are grandsons
Michael Judd, Steven Paul Judd, Travis
Williams, Corporal Phillip Estrada, greatgrandson Michael Aaron Judd, and Mark
Brown.

Survived by her: parents, Warner
and Patricia Bointy, Jr, Anadarko,
OK.

Cassandra Amber (Bointy) Chasenah
was born July 12th, 1963 to Warner
and Patricia Bointy, Jr in Lawton,
Oklahoma. She was the baby girl. She
passed away May 15th, 2021 at
Comanche Memorial Hospital in
Lawton, Oklahoma.
She graduated from Bell Gardens
High School in Bell Gardens,
California in 1981. She was on the
drill team and helped start the Title 4
Indian Club that is still active to this
day. She was an active pow-wow
dancer even as a young lady.
She was adopted by Thomas and Ruby
Nightwalker and through that
relationship she found her love, old
style fancy shawl. She was very
talented and traveled the United States
dancing and competing.
Unfortunately, due to shin splints it
caused her to give up her passion. This
did not stop her from dancing though,
she went onto buckskin dancing. She
said whether it was fancy shawling or
buckskin, she just loved to dance. She
was a member of Kiowa Warrior
Descendants (where she served as
their club princess), Kiowa Tia-Piah
Society and Carnegie Victory Club.
Out of high school, Cassandra was
employed as a intake secretary at the
American Indian Free Clinic for three
years. She also took up writing poetry
and short stories. She was very good
at it. She dreamed of going to college
and getting a English/Literature
degree.

Mary Haunpo, 74, of Anadarko, OK, went
to her heavenly home on Tuesday, June 8,
2021 in Lawton OK. She was born on June
9, 1948, in Lawton, OK to Rudolph Tartsah
Sr. and Vivian Kaulaity Tartsah.
She was a proud member of the Kiowa
Tribe and loving mother and wife.
She married James Haunpo, Sr. on
December 9, 1966 and have been happily
married since.
She loved the Dallas Cowboys, New York
Yankees, and of course OU. She loved
going to church and being with her
grandkids and great grandbabies. She loved
the outdoors and liked to work around her
yard and cook and clean before her illness.
She loved to shop at Goodwill. And loved
to order off of the Home Shopping network.
And she also loved the Lord.
She retired as a dorm matron from
Riverside Indian school in 1996. Also
worked for the Anadarko public schools as
a teachers assistant.
Mary is survived by her husband, James
Haunpo, Sr. of the home, Anadarko, OK.
Sons: James Haunpo,Jr. Anadarko, OK.
Bryan Haunpo and his wife Lydia,
Anadarko, OK Daughter: Jamie Haunpo
Verhelle, Anadarko, OK Brothers: Garrett
and Liz Tartsah , Mt. View, OK; Terry and
Tammy Tartsah, Hollywood, FL; Rudolph
and Harvena Tartsah, Anadarko, OK; Mike
and Melanie Tartsah, Anadarko, OK;
Dennis Pewo, Ft. Cobb, OK Sisters: Taffiny
Tartsah and her companion, Ft. Cobb, OK;
Agnes Mendez Tartsah, Anadarko, OK;
Dawn Pewo, Ft. Cobb, OK Numerous
grandkids: Josiah, Benny, April, Amber,
Lindsey, Trey, Tristen, RJ , Zachary,
Brandon, Jesse, Josh, Alex, David, Nana,
Jamie. Numerous great grandkids, nieces,
nephews, cousins and friends.
She was proceeded in death by: her father
and mother; brothers, CB Tartsah and
Donald Tartsah; niece, Dionna Tartsah;
baby boy, Darrick Wayne Haunpo.

When moving back to Oklahoma, she
worked at Dicus Supermarket in the
floral department until the store shut
down. She then took up work at a
nursing home as a Certified Nursing
Assistant.
In 1999, she married Donald
Chasenah and they made their home in
Cyril, OK. Once in Cyril, she was
blessed to be able to stay home where
she continued carrying on her love of
beadwork. She became very good at
her craft and many people came to her
for their regalia and is still worn to
this day. Although for 6 months, there
was a need for a monitor at a youth
shelter, which she loved working with
the youth. Cassandra and her husband
are major OU football fans. She knew
all the games stats, player stats and
any other little tid-bit there was to
know about OU. She was even friends
with OU quarterback, Josh Heuple
who would always seek her out when
he would attend powwows. She was
such a fan, her beloved son Pedro, her
chihuahua, was decked out in OU dog
sweaters and she swore that he would
how Boomer.
She liked going to hand games, toting
her niece, Kandyse, around during her
2004 Kiowa Tribal Princess reign. She
had the most fun acting silly with all
of her sisters and supporting her
nieces and nephews anytime they were
head dancing. And her love for music.
She would listen to everything and
sing on the top of her lungs even at the
detriment to her family and friends
ears.
Proceeded in death by her: maternal
grandparents, Fred and Grace
LoneBear Tsonetokoy; paternal
grandparents, Warner and Mary
Satepeahtaw Bointy, Sr. One brother
Phillip Bointy. Adopted Cheyenne
grandparents Thomas and Ruby
Nightwalker. Aunts Linda and Geneva
Tsonetokoy,

Siblings: Stephanie Bointy,
Anadarko, OK; Aurora Bointy,
Anadarko, OK and Conrad and
wife, Misty Bointy, Anadarko,
OK.
Adopted sisters: Bobbie
MedicineBird, Palmdale, CA;
Meliza Lincoln, San Leandro,
CA; Erin Plumley-Gibbs, Lumber
Bridge, NC
Brothers; Jason Lightfoot,
Apache, OK and J.R. Ross,
Lawton, OK.
Numerous aunts, uncles, brothers,
sisters, nieces, nephews,
grandchildren and 2 great
grandchildren.

Mona "Bonez" Nauni, 79, of
Carnegie, Oklahoma was born on
March 28, 1942 in Carnegie,
Oklahoma. She was the daughter
of Roger and Mae (Hall-Zotigh)
Tofpi. She went to walk the
golden streets of Heaven on May
12, 2021 at Carnegie Tri-County
Municipal Hospital, Carnegie,
Oklahoma.
She married the love of her life,
Willis Laverne Nauni Sr, in June
1961 on the Comanche/Caddo
Line Road. She was an enrolled
member of the Kiowa Tribe,
Native American Church,
Carnegie Victory Club, and the
Cedar Creek Church.
Mona was known as "Bingo
Bonez". She enjoyed bead
working, sewing, word searches,
playing slots, and bingo on her
tablet. Mona spent her free time
watching reality television, the
Oklahoma Sooners play football especially Baker Mayfield, and
the Oklahoma City Thunder play
basketball. Most of all she loved
having her family gather inside
her home. However, Mona was a
real stickler about being on time.
If you were late, she would start
without you!
Cherishing her memory is her
three sons: Roy M.Littlecalf and
his wife, Betty Ann, Willis
"Nootsie" Nauni Jr., Jason Nauni
and his wife, Sherry; two
daughters, Lee Ann (Peaches)
Wermy and her husband, Eddie,
Roberta (Charlie) Nauni and her
companion, Greg Anhaitty; fortyfour grandchildren; forty-eight
great-grandchildren; one greatgreat-grandchild; two sisters,
Sarah Tofpi and Mary Etta (Chili)
Tofpi.
Mona is preceded in death by her
husband, Willis Nauni Sr.; two
daughters, infant, Laverna
Littlecalf and Athamah Mary
Nauni; parents, Roger and Mae
Tofpi; brothers, Lindbergh Tofpi
Sr. and Harry L. Tofpi Sr.; sisters,
Ruby Bell Gayton and Rachel
LouAnn "Bobalou" Stickler.
She leaves behind her family and
many close friends. She will be
deeply missed by all who knew
and loved her.
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“I can count in Kiowa!”

Daysha Tofpi, 5th grader and enrolled member of the Kiowa
Tribe, is the great granddaughter of Mr. and Mrs. Donald Tofpi. She is
our “JOM Student of the Day”. We are so proud of Daysha for leading
our school in counting in Kiowa.
Our JOM program director, Mrs. Hope Worthington, has
worked closely with the Kiowa Language & Culture Revitalization
Program (KLCRP) to learn the Kiowa language in an effort to bring it
to our classrooms. During the month of May the JOM program
learned to count 1 - 10 in Kiowa. Mrs. Worthington shared 3 numbers
every Thursday morning during morning announcements and the
entire elementary school learned together!
The video clip of Daysha counting in Kiowa was published on
social media/Facebook page: the Kiowa Tribe and has reached a total
of 2,213 people thus far since April 15th.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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COVID-19 Senior Activity Center
CARNEGIE, Okla. - Progress
on the new COVID-19 Senior
Activity Center. The building is
expected to be completed by
the end of the 2021. The
facility will house a dining
room, office space, kitchen,
open activity area for inside
pow-wows and recreational
activities.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

KIOWA TRIBAL CHAIRMAN RELEASES MORE INFORMATION ON PROGRAMS TO ASSIST
MEMBERS WITH RESCUE ACT FUNDS
CARNEGIE, Okla. -Kiowa Tribal
Chairman says he will assist tribal
members with an immediate
emergency individual payment of
$2,200 for adults and a $500 voucher
for children 17 years and younger.
The American Rescue Plan Act
(ARPA) awarded the Kiowa Tribe
$51-million to aid in the recovery
amid the COVID-19 Pandemic.
Outside the individual payment,
Chairman Komalty announced nearly
twenty programs are being created to
support long-term needs to improve
the quality of life. Or maybe even
place members in an even better
position before the pandemic hit.
Opportunities that were never offered,
until now.

Here are some of the ARPA Programs:

disabled, or living alone.

the home.

•
Household Assistance -Rent,
mortgage, and utility support. Internet access,
food assistance, homeless shelter assistance,
handicap access support.
•
Medical/Dental -Assistance with
medical/dental debt
•
COVID-19 Survivor Assistance -Aid
to those recovering from COVID-19.
Expenses not covered by insurance and
Indian Health Service.
•
Burial Assistance -Additional
expenses not covered by the Tribe such as
flowers, travel, meals, lodging, and a
headstone.
•
Wellness Program - Regular home
wellness checks for those who may have
transportation issues, elderly, handicapped,

•
Navigation Program - Provide
one-on-one assistance to support and
care for individual needs.
•
Student Loan Payback Program
-Aid students with school loan debt.
•
Loss of Revenue -Financial
Assistance to those who lost wages
because of job loss, furlough, or other
unique situations due to the pandemic.
•
Child Care -Additional services
and support to caregivers of children for
the payment of daycare.
•
Disinfecting/Sanitation Program
-Cleanup and sanitation after someone
tests positive for COVID-19 or passes
away due to COVID-19 in

These are a few of the ARPA
Programs that Tribal Members will
be eligible for no matter where they
live.
To have access to these funds and
programs, an application/
assessment will go out later this
week (online only). Please follow
us on Facebook @thekiowatribe or
www.kiowatribe.org for the
application/assessment. If you have
any questions, you may email
rescueact@kiowatribe.org.

E
L
P
M
A
S

Below is a sample of what the
application will look like.
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The 4th of July Celebration & Powwow at the City of Lone Wolf
LONE WOLF, Okla. - It was an enjoyable
day for all who attended and participated at
the 4th Annual City of Lone Wolf
celebration & Powwow. A lot of planning
went into the event to include the city
parade, gourd dancing, social dancing,
contests, fireworks, and the Apache fire
dancers.
Kiowa District Six Legislator, Ben
Wolf, expressed his gratitude to the Kiowa
Tribe and group of volunteers who helped
make the event a success. His family
especially play a huge role in the planning
and work involved.
The powwow committee also
informed that it was the town that first
approached them and presented the idea for
the dance. The neighborhood seems to really
enjoy this town wide event and give their
full support. Something extra special
because the city is named after Kiowa chiefs
"Gui-Pah-Go", Chief Lone Wolf, &
"Mamay Day Te", Chief Lone Wolf II.
Dorothy White Horse DeLaune was
honoree and Grand Marshal for the parade.
The committee wished to recognize her in
this way for her influence of the film, "News
of the World." DeLaune's knowledge of the
Kiowa language and culture is what made
the film a success. First time the Kiowa
Language was ever heard and presented on
the big screen.
"We had a good time and enjoyed
ourselves," explained Myrna Tillman. She
also stated that she and her family try to
attend each year. This was Myrna's 3rd time
attending and she stated that they always
have a good dance and event.

May/June 2021
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The 2021 Zoo Crew

The Oklahoma City Zoo became the prime
destination on May 5, 2021 to celebrate the end of a
successful school year with Kiowa Tribe Head Start
(KTHS). Over 150 tickets were purchased by KTHS
along with train ride bracelets for each student and
their parent. Special t-shirts were also made and
purchased to make the event extra special.

The Kiowa Casino also gave their assistance
with transportation by offering use of the carter bus.
The Kiowa Tribe made quite an impression upon
their arrival in loaded buses and bright yellow shirts.
Once the KTHS party was accounted for, sack
lunches were given along with their tickets and
bracelets.

The smiles and looks of excited on the
children’s faces made the efforts and careful
planning worth it. This special end of year activity
gave the students and their family, a chance to be
together and enjoy a day with the zoo animals.

Student Athlete Spotlight for
May/June 2021 #KiowaAthletes
Casey
Thompson
Congratulations to Casey Thompson
for receiving his Bachelors Degree
in Education.
Thompson is Kiowa and
Quarterback for the University of
Texas,
He also received the 1st Team Big
12 All Academic award for
2020-2021. He'll return for another
season this fall.
#NativeAthlete #Kiowa #Texas

Kiowa Tribe Youth Sports & Activities Program
Monday - Friday: 8:00 am - 4:30 pm
Phone: (580) 654-6375
Email: ktysp@kiowatribe.org.
For the first time in her career, Janie Worthington has been named the
Conference USA

KIOWA NEWS
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The Kiowa Tribe Supplies the Anadarko
Community with Water

____________________________________________________________________________________________

CLOSING NOTICE & OTHER
INFORMATION
The Kiowa Tribe will be closed July 1-5, 2021
The Kiowa Tribe will be closed July 1-5, 2021.
Regular business hours will resume on July 6,
2021. (The upcoming holiday schedule is the
following: July 1-2, Kiowa Days; and July 5th,
observance for the national holiday.)
Kiowa Tribal Park
The entrance gate located on the north side (by
the Kiowa Tribe Head Start) will be open for
campers and guests.
** Please note that the entrance gates, located at the front of the Kiowa Tribal
Complex will remain closed and locked July 1-5, 2021.

ANADARKO, Okla. – At 11:26 am on
June 9, 2021, the City of Anadarko
announced that the main line that serves
water to the community had broken,
which resulted in the loss of water
throughout the entire city. This meant
that the town had to take immediate
action to conserve as much water as they
could till the problem was fixed.

Matthew Komalty, was greatly
concerned about the elders and
children. Temperatures were
beginning to reach into the 90’s with
the heat index and humidity adding
to it. For that reason, the Kiowa Tribe
decided that they would not turn
anyone away, water was open for
anyone in the Anadarko community.

Kenneth Ray Corn, City Mayor
of Anadarko, explained that the town
was experiencing water problems
because of the vault that connects the
water plant to the system; it had a huge
break that would require parts to repair.
The water towers were full and could
supply the city for the remainder of the
day; but then would be completely shut
off. They advise the residents to
converse as much as they could for
drinking use only.

Over 600 cases of water were
purchased by the Kiowa Tribe to
distribute at the former Kiowa Covid
Center by Hardee’s Street west of
town. A total of 11,616 bottles of
water were given on June 10, 2021.
This was made possible by a special
group of volunteers who braved the
hot sun to haul, deliver, and
distribute to the people who stopped
by in need of clean drinking water;
including the Silver Crest Manor,
nursing home.

Curfew

It was then that the Kiowa Tribe
decided to assist the community. An
estimate of tribal members in the City of
Anadarko is more or less than 2,000.

As requested by the Kiowa Gourd Clan Headsmen, the gates to the tribal park
will be locked at 2:00 AM - 6:00 AM. No Exceptions.

Also, as member of the
community himself, Kiowa Chairman

Everyone have a safe and enjoyable 4th of July!!
_________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

The Kiowa Tribe Gift Shop will be
open during the annual gatherings.

July 1-5, 2021

Open 10:00AM - 6:00 PM daily.
Stop by to visit and cool off. Remember to
show your CDIB for 10% off total purchase.

A Boil Advisory begun for
the town in the afternoon on June 10,
2021; since then, the town’s water
has been restored and the boil
advisory lifted as of June 12, 2021.

