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Kiowa Tribal Members Will Receive 
Another Direct Payment

The COVID-19 pandemic continues 
to affects us, which is the reason Kiowa 
Tribal Chairman, Matthew Komalty, 
strongly believes in the importance of 
ensuring that the needs of the Kiowa People 
are met. “I want to ensure that our Tribal 
Members are taken care of,” stated 
Chairman Komalty, during a recent meeting. 
A plan is currently in effect for Kiowa Tribal 
Members (18 & over) who have 
demonstrated a need to receive another 
direct payment.

Chairman Komalty, and the Kiowa 
Executive Branch, agree that it is important 
to assist Tribal Members as the winter 
advances. “I know the winter months can be 
stressful. And with the ongoing pandemic 
along with rising costs for household goods, 
our people could use the extra help,” stated 
Chairman Komalty. After careful and 
strategic planning, the Kiowa Tribe & 
ARPA Program will give another direct 
payment in the amount of $500.00 for every 
enrolled member 18 & over (a plan for the 
enrolled minors is underway and will be 
announced soon).

Kiowa Elders (62 & over) will receive 
their $500 payment from the Tribe along with 
the ARPA payment during the scheduled elder 
disbursement, December 6-10, 2021. That 
means all Kiowa Enrolled Elders can look 
forward to receiving $1,000.00 from the Kiowa 
Tribe this year! Taking care of our elders and 
children continues to be Chairman Komalty’s 
platform & priority while in office. He hopes to 
continually serve all Tribal Members to the best 
of his abilities.

The payments will automatically be 
processed according to the system that was set 
by the Kiowa ARPA Program earlier this year, 
July 3, 2021. This means if you previously 
applied for the $2,200.00 payment, you do not 
have to re-apply.

If there are any Kiowa Members that 
has not applied, there is still time. However, the 
application process needs to be completed by 
December 15, 2021. The application is available 
on the tribe’s website, www.kiowatribe.org; you 
may also contact the ARPA office at 
580-951-0365, or 580-919-8387, for any
questions or concerns

ARPA Check Disbursement Sites:

· Tulsa Area

o Monday, December 20, 2021

o 10: 30 a.m.fr – 6 p.m.

o Tulsa Creek Indian Community Center

o 8611 S. Union Ave., Tulsa, OK

· Norman

o Tuesday, December 21, 2021

o 10:30 a.m. – 6 p.m.

o Norman First American United Methodist Church

o 1950 Beaumont Dr., Norman, OK

· Carnegie/Anadarko

o Wednesday, December 22, 2021

o 10:30 a.m. – 6 p.m.

o Caddo County Fairgrounds, Anadarko, OK

** Please bring your government or state-issued picture ID or 
Kiowa Tribal picture ID to verify our records.

_______________________________________________________________________________

Kiowa Veterans Awarded the Peace Medal for Their Service

Communication between the Kiowa Tribe and 
the Consul General soon followed, which lead to the 
planning and special presentation of Peace Medals for 
the Kiowa Veterans who fought in the Korean War. 
The Director of the Kiowa Tribe Veteran’s Office, 
LaRue Gouladdle, explained that our [Kiowa] warriors 
mean a lot us. She stated, “As Natives we always 
honor and put our veterans on a pedestal.”

Gouladdle also expressed how excited and she 
happy she was for the Kiowa Veterans to receive such 
an honor. She explained, “these Korean veterans put a 
lot on the link, they left their homes and families to 
fight in the war and help the people of South Korea. It 
is a very high honor for them and their family.”

CARNEGIE, Okla. – The Kiowa Tribe welcomed 
distinguished guests, Ambassador Myung – Soo Ahn; 
Consul General of Korean Consulate in Houston, Junil 
Lee; and Consul of the Korean Consulate in Houston II, 
Young Chun; to the Red Buffalo on November 10, 2021. 
A special honor ceremony was held by the Kiowa Tribe 
Veteran’s Office to recognize the Kiowa Veterans that 
served in the Korean War during the early 1950’s.

Earlier this year, the Consul General, Ahn Myung, 
came to Oklahoma City to present N95 masks to the 
Korean War Veterans. Myung said the following, “…at 
that time, I learned that Native Americans not only 
participated in World War II, but also the Korean War.” 
He explained that on his way back he thought to himself, 
‘I have to come back again to express gratitude of the 
Korean People and the Korean Government to Native 
American Korean War Veterans.’

Written by Dianna Hadley

A proclamation was created by the Minister, 
Patriots & Veterans Affairs, and the Republic of Korea 
that stated the following:

Kiowa Korean War Veterans George 
Mopope, Frank Tongkemha, and Ramon Amauty, 
were presented the Peace Medal by Ambassador 
Myung. Others that are recognized but not present 
were Edward Rowell and Gus Hawzipta. The 
special presentation included War Bonnets placed 
to represent the Warriors and a Pendleton gifted by 
the Kiowa Veterans Office and staff. The Veterans 
Office also hosted a small banquet at the Kiowa 
AOA (Administration of Aging) immediately 
following the ceremony.

Gouladdle informed that they plan to 
hosted another event to honor and recognize the 
Kiowa Korean Veterans that we have lost. She 
explained that Kiowa Veterans Office will make 
the announcement soon and will send invitations 
to the respective Veteran families.

It is a great honor and pleasure to express the 
everlasting gratitude of the Republic of Korea and 
our people for the service you and your countrymen 
have performed in restoring and preserving our 
freedom and democracy.

We cherish in our hearts the memory of your 
boundless sacrifices in helping us reestablish our 
Free Nation.

In grateful recognition of your dedicated 
contributions, it is our privilege to proclaim you an 
“AMBASSADOR FOR PEACE” with every good 
wish of people of the Republic of Korea. Let each 
of us reaffirm our mutual respect and friendship 
that they may endure for generations to come.

“these Korean veterans put a lot on the 
link, they left their homes and families to 

fight in the war and help the people of 
South Korea. It is a very high honor for 

them and their family.”

(Photography by Adriel Clements)

(See page 3 for more information regarding ARPA payment.)
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The Kiowa Chairman fully supports the Bill of 
Rights as it reads in the Kiowa Constitution, 

Article 1- Section b:

The government of the tribe shall not make or 
enforce any law which prohibits the freedom of 

speech, expression, or of the press, or the right of 
the People peaceably to assemble and to petition 

the government for redress of grievance.
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Kiowa News: Gaui Tau:De'Gya is a monthly publication; the 
staff consisting of writers and photographers are proud 

members of the Native American Journalism Association 
(NAJA).

Contributing writers & photographers: Dianna Hadley, 
Neely Tsoodle, and Adriel Clements.

All stories, pictures, and announcements may be sent to 
kiowanews@kiowatribe.org for publication inside 

Kiowa News.

Kiowa News is available at the following locations:

Carnegie, OK - Kiowa Tribal Complex, Carnegie Library, Hop 
n Sack, IHS Clinic, and the corner store by 4-way stop; 

Anadarko, OK - IHS Clinic, Kiowa Offices, Kiowa Housing 
Authority, Apache Housing, Oklahoma Arts & Crafts, and 

Warrior Mart; Lawton, OK - IHS hospital, Kiowa District 4 
Legislature Office, and Comanche Gift Shop; Apache, OK - Hop 

n Sack; Mt View, OK - Hop n Sack; Hobart, OK - Sunny's 
Convenience Store; Oklahoma City, OK - Indian Clinic; 

Norman, OK - Kiowa District 7 Legislature Office.

Kiowa student, Newton Onco, attends IAIA in New Mexico. His short film, Creators 
Blessings, was chosen to be this year's opening of the Las Cruces International Film 
Festical, which is the largest in the state. Onco had another entry earlier this year 
titled Survivance "To the American Indian, The Past and the Present Are Still the 
Same, Nothing Has Changed"

Hodges Wins Miss Carnegie Pageant
CARNEGIE, Okla. - It was the first Miss Carnegie Pageant in 20 years on November 13, 2021. 
The Kiowa Tribe was represented well by Kemeree Hodges and Bethany Daingkau, Senior 
Class of Carnegie High School. A total of seven contestants made the pageant a success with 
their display talent, poise, and elegance.

The program included choreography dance routine of the contestants, Carnegie Lil' 
Cheer Squad, and the Carnegie Native American Young Ladies Society. The competition 
consisted of athleticism, talent, evening wear, and self-expression through Q&A.

Hodges scored well in the interview, evening wear,and self-expression categories. Her 
talent included the sign language to the song 'Go My Son' in which she wore and displayed her 
Kiowa regalia.

Each contestant received a $100 scholarship thanks to the support of the audience and 
sponsorships, including the Kiowa Tribe who were recognized at the Diamond level for 
their donation.

(Pictured L to R: Isabel Bush, Kylie Jackson, Grace Clark, Madison Riddle, Bethany 
Daingkau, Kemeree Hodges, and Chaynee Horn)

Hodges made her first 
appearance as Miss Carnegie 
during the grand reopening of 
the Liberty Theater. The story 
or broadcast may be found at 
kswo.com.
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From the desk of Kiowa Tribal Chairman

- Matthew Komalty

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Greeting Kiowa Tribal Members,

It is time for holiday cheer; however, I 
know it’s been challenging with the 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. And now 
we must pay close attention to this 
variant, Omicron.

I would like to encourage you to complete 
your vaccination and booster shots to keep 
our people healthy. The Kiowa Tribe is 
doing everything we can to keep our 
faculty safe with monthly testing for all 
employees. Vaccination clinics are 
available and we plan to schedule more of 
these events for our Tribal Members in 
the near future.

The majority of you may have already 
heard the news of another direct payment 
for all Tribal Members 18 & up. The 
ARPA assistance is for those who 
demonstrated a need due to the 
devastating effects of the pandemic. 
Those that received the first payment from 
the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 
assistance will be receiving another 
payment in the amount of $500. Elders 62 
and over will get $500 from ARPA added 
to the $500 from tribal funds for a total of 
$1,000 issued the first full week of 
December. This event is one that I look 
forward to every year seeing the elders 
happy as they approach the upcoming 
holiday season.

The new programs that have developed 
with ARPA funding include the Burial 
Assistance program, Premium Pay for 
front line workers, and Household 
Assistance. These will be long-term 
services offered to tribal members that has 
been affected by COVID-19. Applications 
and information are available through our 
Tribal website, www.kiowatribe.org.

The groundbreaking for a new Kiowa 
Casino took place on November 12, 2021. 

The Kiowa Tribe will soon open its 
fourth casino, a 17,000 sq. ft. facility 
located in Hobart, OK. It will include a 
variety of slot machines, table games, 
restaurant, and gift shop. It is estimated 
that the project will employ 156 people 
and generate 325,000 customers per 
year. The gross economic revenues are 
estimated to be about $13 million per 
year, which will be a huge asset for the 
Kiowa Tribe and the community of 
Hobart.

I am excited about the new project, the 
first Kiowa Casino in Kiowa County. I 
believe that the location of the Hobart 
Casino gives us a great opportunity for 
us to reach many outlying areas that 
don’t have access to a casino 
entertainment experience. Most of all, I 
am happy about the employment it will 
bring to our people and others in the 
surrounding communities.

I want to end by wishing all of you a 
Merry Christmas, I sincerely hope that 
all you have a safe and happy holiday 
season. I look forward to visiting all you 
again. Take care and keep our Kiowa 
Tribe in your prayers.

The next series of letters will reflect the 
goals and accomplishments we achieved 
through my term in office. I am looking 
forward to sharing all the great things 
that my team developed and conquered 
through their hard work and dedication 
for the Kiowa Tribe. It was always my 
desire to ensure that the Kiowa Tribe is 
better than when I first begun my term 
as Chairman. It has been a blessing 
every day to serve my Kiowa people and 
I look forward to sharing my plans with 
in the forthcoming new year.

Matthew M. Komalty
Kiowa Tribal Chairman

Kiowa Tribe Rescue Program to Disburse 
Second Individual Payment Check Pick-up 

Sites Announced
ANADARKO, Okla. – The Kiowa Tribe COVID-19 Response Program is 
disbursing its second Individual direct payment in the coming weeks.

 The Rescue Program is issuing a $500 payment to Kiowa Tribal 
members 18 years of age to 61 who have demonstrated a need due to the 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.

 These payments will be automatically processed according to the 
system that was set for the first payment from the Kiowa Tribe American 
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) that was made available on July 3, 2021. You will 
not have to reapply; you are already in the system.

 If you have an address change, please make the change by going to 
rescueact@kiowatribe.org.

Check Pick-up Sites:

· Tulsa Area

o Monday, December 20, 2021

o 10: 30 a.m.fr – 6 p.m.

o Tulsa Creek Indian Community Center

o 8611 S. Union Ave., Tulsa, OK

· Norman

o Tuesday, December 21, 2021

o 10:30 a.m. – 6 p.m.

o Norman First American United Methodist Church

o 1950 Beaumont Dr., Norman, OK

· Carnegie/Anadarko

o Wednesday, December 22, 2021

o 10:30 a.m. – 6 p.m.

o Caddo County Fairgrounds, Anadarko, OK

Please bring your government or state-issued picture ID or Kiowa Tribal 
picture ID to verify our records.

If any Tribal Members have not applied yet, there is still time but will need 
to complete the application process by December 15, 2021. Applications are 
available on the tribe’s website www.kiowatribe.org or you may contact the 
Rescue Program at 580-951-0365 or 580-919-8387 to apply over the phone. 
Please keep in mind that the phone line is designated for the first ARPA 
payment only.

The Rescue Team will hand out checks in the weather elements. Please dress 
accordingly. Mask up.

Kiowa Tribe Rescue Program – Frequently Asked 
Questions (FAQs)

Change of address? Email to the 
enroll@kiowatribe.org with your 
FULL Name (including Jr, Sr, etc), 
DOB, CDIB #, and Updated FULL 
COMPLETE Mailing Address 
(including zip code) and Phone # 
(PLEASE INCLUDE AREA 
CODE).

Are the Minors going to be getting 
$500 & what is the plan for the 
Minors?

At this time, we have no 
information regarding what the 
administration’s plan is for the 
minors, Watch the official Kiowa 
Tribe Facebook page and website 
for any updates.

Deadline for turning 18 is December 
31, 2021. Anyone after will not 
qualify. $500 is for ages 18 to 61.

Elders 62 and over will be getting 
$500 from the tribe and $500 from 
ARPA, which will be distributed at 
the same time as Elder payments.

NO need to apply if you’ve already 
filled out the ARPA application, if 
you haven’t applied please apply at 
Kiowatribe.org and go to the ARPA 
tab, scroll down to the rescue act 
program application and fill it out.

COVID-19 Main 
line-580-951-0365. For assistance 
filling out the ARPA application 
580-919-8387. Go to
www.kiowatribe.org or
@thekiowatribe on Facebook for
additional facts and information.

When will the $500 be disbursed?

Tulsa Area

· Monday, December 20, 2021

· 10:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m.

· Tulsa Creek Indian Community
Center

· 8611 S. Union Ave, Tulsa, OK

Norman Area

· Tuesday, December 21, 2021

· 10:30 a.m-.6:00 p.m.

· Norman First American United
Methodist Church

· 1950 Beaumont Dr., Norman, OK

Anadarko/Carnegie

· Wednesday, December 22, 2021

· 10:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m.

· Caddo County Fairgrounds,
Anadarko, OK

*All Checks not picked up at drive-
thru disbursement will be mailed on
Thursday, December 23, 2021.
Can the $500 be picked up before, I
need the money now.

No, you will have to wait for the 
distribution dates or mailing dates. 
No exceptions will be made.
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HOBART, Okla. - “We are overjoyed to welcome the 
Hobart community into the Kiowa family,” exclaimed 
the Kiowa Chief Operating Officer, Jon Peters, “we are 
excited to see the magic we create together.” 

The Kiowa Tribe & Kiowa Casino welcomed the 
public to the groundbreaking event held on November 
12, 2021. A small program included the Kiowa Black 
Leggings Warrior Society and a host drum of Kiowa 
singers. Many elders and visitors from the local 
community came out to show their support. A series of 
Kiowa hymns were also sung in union to give thanks for 
this new chapter for the Kiowa Tribe.

Kiowa Vice-Chairwoman, Rhonda Ahhaitty, 
said “Today is a joyous day for all of us. I know that it’s 
been a long time coming, about 15 years or so when the 
talk of building this casino first begun and was initiated. 
It’s finally here with the groundbreaking.” 

Kiowa District 6 Legislator and local resident, 
Ben Wolf, said, “It’s a good feeling today that this is 
happening for our district and for our Tribe.” He 
explained that throughout the last couple of years people 
of this community has asked, when is that casino 
coming, or when will they build it? Wolf said that it’s 
been a process to reach this point but this 
groundbreaking is the door to what is yet to come.

The Kiowa Tribe Adds a Fourth Casino

 He also said that he believes that it was God (Daw-k’ee) 
who made this possible for the Kiowa Tribe to work with 
the city of Hobart, as well as the land, which is a gift for 
the Tribe. Wolf expressed that he is excited to see the 
outcome. “This casino will not only benefit the Kiowa 
Tribe but also the Hobart community, this is a blessing for 
all of us.”

The new casino will be built by Highway 182 near 
5th street in Hobart. The first Kiowa casino in Kiowa 
County is expected to have its grand opening next year, 
2022. The project is estimated to employ approximately 
156 people and generate 325,000 customers per year. The 
gross economic revenues are anticipated to be about $13 
million per year, which will be a huge asset for the Kiowa 
Tribe and the Hobart community.

Peters explained that the success of the Kiowa 
Casino (Red River, Carnegie, and Verden) speaks to the 
attention to detail of the guest’s expectations. “…with the 
addition of Kiowa Casino Hobart, we will continue to 
deliver and exceed that promise.”
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Kiowa Language & Culture
Revitalization Program

100 Kiowa Way Carnegie, Oklahoma 73015
Phone: (580) 654 - 2556 Email: language@kiowatribe.org

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Kiowa man and woman graphics were made by Dean Ahdokobo for the Kiowa Language Program;
Reformatted August, 2020

Phonic description: Gkoy-bay-goo ate mau-hay(n)-mau

The approximate translation is "We are learning Kiowa ways" or "We are learning the Kiowa way of doing 
things, thinking, and speaking". In the early phases of the program, it was decided that, when possible, we will 
use the Kiowa name for the program (as opposed to the English name). The elder mentors at that time decided 
that having language knowledge was not the only thing at stake. We were also learning about the "Kiowa 
way" of doing things and Kiowa thinking. It was decided that this title encompassed all of those ideas.

For more content and video, 
Follow Us on our Facebook page: 

Kiowa Language and Culture 
Revitalization Program

November/December 2021
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 KIOWA  LEGISLATURE 

Get Involved, Call Your Representative
All Seven District Legislators can be reached by the numbers listed below:

KYLE ATADDLETY SR 
District #1 -Anadarko  
Tribal Cell: 580-951-0235
Email:kataddlety@kiowatribe.org

MICHAEL Q. PRIMUS II 
District #2 - Carnegie  
Tribal Cell: 580-730-1592  
Email: mprimus@kiowatribe.org

MARILYN BREAD 
District #3 - Medicine Bluff 
Tribal Cell: 580-699-6428 
Email: mkbread@kiowatribe.org

JESSIE SVITAK 
District #4-Lawton Area 
Tribal Cell: 580-574-1393 
Email: jsvitak@kiowatribe.org

 

  ANITA JOHNSON 
District #5 - Red River 
Tribal Cell: 405-313-5419
Email: ajohnson@kiowatribe.org

BENJAMIN LUCERO WOLF 
District #6 - Elk Creek   
Tribal Cell: 580-919-9235 
Email: bwolf@kiowatribe.org

JACOB TSOTIGH
District #7 - All Kiowa  
Tribal Cell: 580-951-0406
Email: jtsotigh@kiowatribe.org

The Kiowa Legislature holds monthly meetings every second Saturday of each 
month in accordance with the Kiowa Constitution. Meetings are scheduled to begin 
at 9:00 AM. All Kiowa Tribal Members Are Welcomed to Join!

Please visit the Kiowa Tribe  website, kiowatribe.org to view or download job 
announcements, fillable  job applications forms, and obtain information on 
how to apply. You may also contact the Human Resources office at 580-654-6317 
or 6335. 

NOTE: The Kiowa Tribe provides a comprehensive benefits package including: leave 
benefits, (13) paid holidays, health insurance plan providing eligible employees access to 
medical, dental and vision care insurance benefits, $25,000 Basic Life and $25,000 Basic 
AD& D insurance coverage at no cost to employees, and 3% employer contribution into 
the Employee Savings Trust Plan (401k.) 

Kiowa Tribe Fastrans
The Kiowa Tribe Fastrans is a program that gives Kiowa Tribal members, and 
non tribal members transportation around the Carnegie, Hobart, Anadarko, 
and Lawton areas. Open to the public. Tell Your Friends!

November/December 2021

Call and schedule a ride today! 1-855-820-6164
or

(580) 654-2053
Open Monday - Friday 
8:00 AM - 4:30 PM

For more Job Listings 
visit kiowatribe.org

CONGRATULATIONS, WARREN QUETON AT 
HIGHER EDUCATION, FOR RECEIVING THE 
EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH AWARD FOR 
DECEMBER.  WE APPRECIATE ALL YOUR 
HARD WORK, CUSTOMER SERVICE, AND 

DEDICATION.  FROM ALL OF US AT KIOWA 
TRIBE TO WARREN, WE TRULY 

APPRECIATE YOU!
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KIOWA OBITUARIES
To have your loved one featured inside the Kiowa Tribal newspaper email 

pr@kiowatribe.org. Please remember to include the name of funeral home when 
sending information. "Hai gah may oye bone tah" (We will see them again)

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Emmett "Poncho" "Sarge" 
Westselline McKenzie, 83, 
passed away on October 18, 
2021, in Muskogee, OK. He was 
born January 16, 1938, in 
Lawton, OK to Robert "Bob" 
McKenzie and Zola Westselline 
Stroud.

Emmett was known as "Poncho" 
"Sarge" and always had the 
saying "Shake the hand that 
Shook the World." He loved 
spending time with his 
grandchildren. Emmett also loved 
watching the OU football and "In 
the Heat of the Night" was his 
favorite movie. He enjoyed 
working on crossword puzzles 
and eating candy, snacks, and 
Pepsi Cola.

He enlisted in the United States 
Army, March 5, 1956. Emmett 
was a proud member of the 
Kiowa Tribe. He will be greatly 
missed by everyone that knew 
and loved him.

He is preceded in death by his: 
wife, Jo Ann McKenzie; son, 
Emmitt Michael McKenzie; 
brothers, Jerry Cooper, Durrell 
Cooper Jr, Jim Joselyn, Bill 
Slimp; and sister Violet Sue 
Westselline.

Emmett is survived by his:
Sons: Junior Lee McKenzie, 
Tahlequah, OK; Emmett D. 
McKenzie, Anadarko, OK
Kenneth McKenzie, Anadarko, 
OK

Daughters: Brenda and husband, 
Francis Haag, Sr, Muskogee, OK
Virginia G. Harjo, Tulsa, OK
Linda McKenzie, Tulsa, OK
Nanci and husband, Matthew 
Meeks, Anadarko, OK

21 Grandchildren

Numerous Great-Grandchildren
Sister: Mary Reed, Las Vegas, 
NV

Loved by a host of nieces, 
nephews, and family members.

June Artichoker, 89, of Carnegie, 
OK passed away on October 25, 
2021, in Chickasha, OK. She was 
born on June 12, 1932 in Lawton, OK 
to Julia Odlety (Zatekaukaukomah) 
and Charles Boettger. 

Growing up in Stecker June graduated 
Apache High School in 1950. After 
high school she attended and 
graduated Haskell with a degree in 
business.

June worked in administration for the 
state of South Dakota. Upon returning 
to Oklahoma she spent the rest of her 
career with the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs in the Soil & Moisture and 
Realty departments. June later 
married and had two sons, John and 
Shaw.

June was a proud member of the 
Kiowa Tribe of Oklahoma, previously 
serving as Kiowa Tribal Princess. She 
enjoyed traditional ways, powwows, 
volunteering with BIE Kiowa 
language classes, and visiting and 
making friends across the country. 
June was on the Kiowa Business 
Committee and was very active in all 
Kiowa related affairs. 

She was a hard worker and known to 
be generous to others. What brought 
June much joy was her grandson, 
Bryce. She enjoyed spending time 
with him and watching him grew into 
a kind and wonderful young man. 
June knew and trusted Jesus as her 
Savior. She attended Saddle Mountain 
Indian Baptist Church while her 
health permitted.

She is preceded in death by her; 
parents, Julia and Charles Boettger, 
brothers; Raymond, Patrick, and 
Wilford Boettger, and sister; Peggy 
Joyce Tyler.

She is survived by her:
Sons: John H. Artichoker III of 
Carnegie, OK; Shaw Artichoker of 
Afton, OK and companion Angela 
Rapp, Bartlesville, OK

Grandson: Bryce Runsabove and his 
wife Erika, Yukon, OK.

Grandchildren: Jade Bitseedy, Violet 
Bitseedy, Julie Ruth Boettger-Mace 
and husband, Blake, Trey Boettger, 
Sydnee Boettger, and Charles 
Boettger.

Great-Granddaughters: Nancy 
Runsabove, Yukon, OK and Julia 
Audrey Mace, Carnegie, OK

Brother: William Lee Boettger Sr, and 
wife Vickie, Carnegie, OK

Niece: Robin Jean Boettger, Carnegie, 
OK

Nephews: William Lee Boettger and 
wife Misty, Carnegie, OK; Matthew 
Raymond Boettger and wife Desiree, 
Carnegie, OK

Special Family: Lourie and husband 
Adrian Bowman, Shawnee, OK

Special Grandsons: Wade, B.K, and 
Brock Runsabove, Norman, OK

Ethel Maureen Ware, 58, of 
Anadarko, Oklahoma passed away 
unexpectedly on October 28th, 2021 in 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. She was 
born on May 27th, 1963 to Eugene 
Perry and Maxine (Williams) Ware in 
San Mateo, California. Ethel grew up 
and attended school in California and 
graduated from Milpitas High School 
in 1981. She was a member of the 
Jehovah's Witness Kingdom Hall in 
Elgin, Oklahoma. Ethel worked as a 
Navigator for the Covid program at 
the Kiowa Tribe. Ethel had a passion 
for helicopters and all aircraft, her 
goal one day was to own her own 
helicopter, but most of all Ethel loved 
spending time with her family. She 
will be deeply missed by all who knew 
and loved her.

Survivors include:
Sister: Sandra Ware-Schangley of 
Anadarko, OK; Trina Ware of 
Newark, CA

Brothers: Edward Ware of Gracemont, 
OK; Bill Ware and wife, Twanette, 
Anadarko, OK

Aunt: Catherine Key of Anadarko, OK

Nieces: Jasmine Tazz Miranda and 
husband Ricky of Santa Cruz, CA
Tchina Montgomery and husband 
Alberto of San Leandro, CA
Trevor Ware and wife Maritza , 
Newark, CA; Dawn Ware and 
husband Ali , CA

Cousins: Vince, Valerie, Cheri, Kevin, 
Ladonna, Thomas, Derek, and Kim, 
all of Oklahoma

Great Nieces & Nephews: Abby, 
Ambrea, Alec, Nikki, TJ, Cammi, 
Logan, William, Tiffani, Nick, Kylen, 
Blaze, Kamren, Aria, William, & 
Sophia all of OK; Juan, Jalima, 
Carlos, Jovanni, Adrian, and 
Nakohyah all from CA

Numerous nieces, nephews and other 
family members.

Preceded in death by Parents: Eugene 
Perry & Maxine Ware, Sister: Juanita 
Montgomery, Brother: Kenneth Ray 
Ware and Grandparents.

retired after 30 years. Her favorite 
holiday was Thanksgiving and loved 
all the family gatherings. Wanda 
loved cooking for her favorite 
holiday. She was blessed with so 
many loved ones. Wanda loved her 
church and being very active in it.

She is preceded in death by her: 
parents, Emmit and Verna Sands

Wanda is survived by her:
Children: Donnie and wife, Margaret 
Ahhaitty
Charlie and wife, Anna Bell 
Ahhaitty; Verna Fitzpatrick
Keith and wife, Belinda Ahpeatone
Jayne A. and husband, Raymond 
Cossey; David and wife, Denise 
Ahpeatone

15 Grandchildren
Countless Great Grandchildren
Numerous nieces, nephews, family, 
and friends

Wanda June Ahpeatone, 96, passed 
away on November 17, 2021, at 
home. She was born March 23, 1925, 
in Blanchard, OK to Emmit and 
Verna (Leader) Sands.

She attended Carter Seminary and 
Riverside Indian School. Wanda 
married Rueben Ahhaitty and they 
had Donnie, Charlie and Verna. She 
then married Wilbur Ahpeatone and 
they had 3 children Keith, Jayne and 
David.

Wanda Worked for AT&T and

Shirley Darlene Williams, 85, of 
Anadarko, Oklahoma passed away 
on November 20, 2021 at OU 
Medical Center in Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma. She was born on August 
20th, 1936 to Sarah Tanedooah and 
Frankie Redbone in Lawton, 
Oklahoma. Shirley was a member of 
the Kiowa Tribe and a descendent of 
from Tanedooah and Satethieday 
Khatgomebaugh. She was raised by 
Bessie "Enoch" and William 
Cornbread Tanedooah. Shirley had 4 
siblings; 2 brothers: Billy Evans 
Horse and Otis Saddleblanket and 2 
Sisters: Joquetta Tanedooah Redbird 
and Jackie Beth Marrow.

Survivors include:
2 Children: Sandra Satepauhoodle 
and Paul Satepauhoodle

4 Adopted Children: Michael Brill, 
Lisa Crochet, Eric Lassiter, Robert 
Hendricks and Drew Armstrong

Grandchildren: Kimberly 
Satepauhoodle, Kenneth "BJ" 
Murphy, Vincent Guevara, Ronnie 
Satepauhoodle, Billy Jack Marrow, 
Anna Slimp, Yolanda 
Satepauhoodle, Armando 
Satepauhoodle and Karen Sittingbull
Great Grandchildren: Silas Zack 
Lambert, Kennedy Murphy, Kylee 
Murphy, Xavier Gene Toehay, 
Hazakiah Robert Satepauhoodle, 
Ronnie Exodus Satepauhoodle, 
Maleena Corneilius, Gracie 
Satepauhoodle, Briana Sittingbull, 
Kaius Corneilius, Kane Corneilius, 
Cidella Marie Mendivil, Jose Javier 
Mendivil, Melissia Pearce, Vincent 
Jr. Guevara, Jayla Guevara.
Numerous nieces, nephews and 
other family members.

Preceded in death by her Parents: 
Sarah Tanedooah and Frankie 
Redbone, Grandparents, Husband, 
Daughter, Son, Sisters: Joquetta and 
Jackie, Brothers: Billy and Otis, 
Grandchildren and Great 
Grandchildren.
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Olga Marie Haag, 84, of 
Mountain View, Oklahoma 
passed away peacefully on 
November 28th, 2021 at Saint 
Anthony Hospital in Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma. She was born on 
November 27th, 1937 to Sheridan 
and Lydia (Pratt) Meeks in 
Carlton, Oklahoma. Olga grew up 
and attended school at Concho 
Boarding School. She met 
Bradford Haag and they were 
united in marriage on September 
11, 1960 in Lawton, Oklahoma. 
Olga was a member of the Rainy 
Mountain Indian Baptist Church. 
She was also a member of the 
Cheyenne & Arapaho Tribe. Olga 
will be deeply missed by all who 
knew and loved her, especially 
her family.

Survivors include:
Children: Gary Gray & wife 
Kathy of Yukon, OK
Sherianne Austin Frank of 
Tecumseh, OK
Larry Austin of Mountain View, 
OK

14 Grandchildren
43 Great Grandchildren
14 Great- Great Grandchildren
Sister-in-law: Mary Meeks of 
Shawnee, OK

Host of nieces, nephews, cousins 
and friends.

Preceded in death by Parents: 
Sheridan and Lydia Meeks, 
Husband: Bradford Haag, 
Brothers: William (Sam) Meeks 
and Wesley Meeks, Sisters: 
Genevieve Pennock and Thelma 
Haag, Grandson: James Austin, 
Granddaughters: Cheryl Bunner 
and Tish Haag, Great-Grandson: 
Austin Bunner, Daughter-in-law: 
Janice Toppah and Son-in-law: 
Ron D. Frank.

On July 17, 1950, Ronald Warren 
(R.W.) Geionety in Lawton, OK to 
George and Kathleen Geionety. 

As a child, R.W. observed his father 
painting war dancers displaying 
brilliant tribal colors. R.W. 's love for 
his father's painting ignited his own 
desire to express his creativity. His 
style was similar to his father; 
however, he possessed a distinct and 
unique flair which would later gain 
him recognition internationally as a 
renowned Kiowa Artist. 

R. W. enlisted in the United States 
Marine Corps in 1968. R.W.'s passion 
for painting was acknowledged by the 
U.S. Marine Corps. While serving, he 
was appointed to redesign the Third 
Marine Corps B Company Division 
logo in Okinawa, Japan.
 
In 1975, R.W. married the lovely Lora 
Mae (Honeycutt) Geionety. This union 
was blessed with three children 
Michael, Melanie and Kyle. 

R. W. 's exceptional artistic talents 
won the coveted "Grand Award" 
honor for his painting at the 2012 Red 
Earth Festival. 
R. W. enjoyed playing the guitar, 
fishing, drawing, painting, reading the 
Word of God and spending quality 
time with family. 

He is preceded in death by his father 
(George), mother (Kathleen), daughter 
(Melanie Byrd), son (Kyle), and 
brothers (Keith Cobatain, Jerry 
Geionnety, and Charles Geionety). 

He leaves to cherish his memories: son 
(Michael), son-in-law (Jontue Byrd), 
granddaughters (April Geionety, Raine 
Geionety, and JonNaye Byrd), 
grandsons (Michael Geionety and 
Brian Castillo), sisters (EdwinaAmos, 
Mary Lou Gamble, Leta Flute, and 
Nancy Geionety), brother (Willard 
Geionety), and close friend (Vida 
Hokeah). 

HUNTING HORSE’S CORN
A Story by Tocakut

 Between Meers and Saddle Mountain, in 
Southwestern Oklahoma, is a little creek called 
Frizzlehead Creek. Above it, and to the west about 
two hundred yards – and still standing today – is the 
house built for Hunting Horse. White people have 
translated and spell his name Tsatoke, and the name 
is in his far-flung and large family today. My 
relation to him is maternal. His younger half-sister, 
Mabel was my Great Grandmother.

 As a youth growing up in that area, I had 
occasion to see this man many, many times. During 
that period – 1930’s and 1940’s - I was not at all 
aware of his considerable renown, which has been 
detailed in many stories. A great KIOWA man.

 This day, I was with my Mother. A camp 
meeting was in progress and a few tents were set up 
in the pasture, north of his house. The center part of 
the meeting was being held in the arbor, directly east 
of the old home place. Tables, benches and chairs 
had been set up for everyone; and I remember the O’ 
so beautiful KIOWA singing that went clear into the 
night.

 Mr. Ike Johnny was Hunting Horse’s son-in-
law, married to Mamie. Even though there was a 
well and pump in the yard, today he brought up one 
of the horses, hitched him to a single tree which was 
attached to a sled. He placed a 55-gallon wooden 
barrel onto the sled – with some of us on the sled too 
– and we rode to Frizzlehead Creek. Cold running 
water there - a spring right beneath a big tree – with 
which we filled the barrel. The horse pulled the sled 
and water filled barrel under the arbor and left it 
sitting there to be drawn from.

 A little later on, Ike Johnny brought in piles 
and piles of fresh corn – roasting ears still in their 
shucks – and distributed it to all. Then he gathered 
all of us youngsters and took us to the east side of 
Frizzlehead Creek. Out of a small wooded area, he 
had placed a large circular wire meshed bed over 
coals. All of us peeled shucks off more corn that he 
had brought there; we threw them right onto the wire 
mesh bed. Ear after ear after ear until it was full. I 
can say this: I had never before had so much – and 
thoroughly enjoyed – eating of parched corn. We all 
had our fill and took more up to the arbor. There, the 
ladies had prepared a large supper of fried bread, 
meats and soups/stews which KIOWAS just love. 
We added to the table ears of parched corn brought 
right from the coal bed.

 The next day, the camp meeting was over. 
Even though he was fairly aged now, Hunting Horse 
drove his wagon and team a short way. Ike Johnny 
had hitched them up, helped the old gentleman into 
the wagon and gave him the lines (reins) for a short 
drive around.

 Everyone left happy and full. Lots of corn to 
take home and the elderly host, Mr. Hunting Horse 
himself, thoroughly enjoyed it all with kinsmen and 
friends.

Page 91, "REMEMBER WE ARE KIOWAS, 101 Kiowa Indian Stories," By 
Tocakut a.k.a. Harlan Hall, 2000.
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CARNEGIE, Okla. – The Kiowa Tribe Employees 
Association (KTEA) hosted the annual Trunk-or-
Treat at the Kiowa Tribal Complex on October 29, 
2021. A total of 17 booths were stationed at the 
east parking lot to acquire all the special guest as 
they enjoyed free games, food, and candy.

Some of the booths included bounce house, axe 
throwing, duck tank, ring toss, miniature golf, and 
a photo booth to name a few. Over 400 hot dogs 
were served along with bottled water, chips and 
plenty of candy for every trick or treater.

KTEA President, Liz Ware, stated that it is the 
Kiowa Tribe Employees that deserve all the credit. 
She said, “they come together to volunteer on their 
own time when asked without hesitation to make 
the annual family event a fun and wonderful 
success!” She continued by saying that it is 
important to give back to the community and to 
also be able to host an event where the children of 
all ages (even grown adults) can enjoy. “A safe 
place that is fun and festive for everyone.”

Tribal Members Effected by COVID-19 
Hardships to get Household Assistance

ANADARKO, Okla. – The Kiowa Tribe COVID-19 
Response Program is announcing its Household 
Assistance Program being offered to its tribal 
members.

The Household Assistance Program will aid with the 
unexpected expenses that are happening amid the 
pandemic to help reverse the negative impact of 
everyday living.

The program is intended to assist and stabilize 
households hit with the coronavirus through exposure 
to the virus, in quarantine, or a positive test result. It 
will offer financial support and prevention through 
assistance such as:

· Utility bills (not to exceed $400) (ex. electricity,
water, gas, sewer, wifi)

· Grocery and Household supplies (amount based on
size of household)

o Household supplies are cleaning materials,
toilet paper, personal protective equipment

To be eligible you must be a Kiowa Tribal member, 
over the age of 18, provide a list for every household 

member over the age of 18. Provide a list of which 
household members are Kiowa Tribal members 
(regardless of age).

More household members living in the same house 
does not necessarily mean more assistance. Household 
members who have no income must fill out the IRS 
Zero Income Certification form. Other documentation 
may be required. (See application requirements 
online).

You may receive this assistance once a month for up 
to six months or until funds have depleted, whichever 
comes first. You must complete the ARPA application 
and Request for found on the website. No 
reimbursement for old bills will be allowed.

The Household Assistance Program was made 
possible through the U.S. Treasury’s American 
Rescue Plan Act Fund.

To apply and process online, www.kiowatribe.org/
covid-19-programs-1 or www.kiowatribe.org.

Online applications only. No paper applications will 
be accepted.
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Household Assistance
FREQUENTLY ASKED 
QUESTIONS - FAQs

FACT: The Kiowa Tribe made available its 
Household Assistance program on Thursday, 
December 1, 2021. This is for Utilities and 
Groceries only to the head of household who is 
a Kiowa Tribal Member. Assistance for 
utilities will go straight to the vendor. Grocery 
and household supplies will come in a form of 
a Walmart card.

Q: Does everyone in the household receive 
help?
A: Only the Kiowa Tribal member who the 
head of household.

Q: How much will I receive for groceries and 
household supplies?
A: Depending on the size of the household, but 
will not exceed  $500

Q: Will this cover past  utility bills?
A: No.

Q: How much will the utilities cover?
A: $400. Any excess will be the applicant's 
responsibility.

Q: Is this one-time assistance?
A: You may re-apply monthly for six months or 
as long as funds are available.

Q: What if I am not an enrolled Kiowa Tribal 
member and head of the household but my 
children and household are Kiowa? Can I 
receive the utility assistance?
A: Generally, No.

Q: Do you need proof of residency?
A: Yes, and in the form of two past utility bills 
with a current address bearing the applicant's 
name.

Q: What if we incur a late charge during this 
process?
A: Unfortunately, that will be up to the 
responsible party.

Q: Does this cover rent or mortgage?
A: No. Kiowa Housing has a program to assist 
in this area.

Q: Is there qualifying criteria?
A: Yes, found on the Kiowa Tribe website.

Q: Due to a recent divorce, separation, etc., 
and the utilities aren't in my name, can /i apply 
for utility assistance? (If  I supply divorce or 
separation papers?) Or can I apply for grocery 
assistance?
A: No, on utilities. Yes on groceries awarded to 
head of household and no one else in the 
household over 18 can apply.

Q: Can I walk in or mail a paper application 
with all my documents?
A: Unfortunately, no. All applicants must apply 
online: www.kiowatribe.org/covid-19-
programs-1, or www.kiowatribe.org.

______________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________

Halloween at the Kiowa Tribe
Cybil Koomsa-Bointy, a Tribal member that is employed 
at the local hospital, expressed how proud she was of the 
Kiowa Tribe. She said, “many of the town’s people had 
good words about the event.” She expressed that many of 
them were so thankful to the Kiowa Tribe for hosting a 
fun event for all the kids.

Brooke Perkins, a local resident, said “Thanks to all who 
put this on, my kids had a blast!” Another, Rosanna 
Gomes stated that her boys really enjoyed themselves at 
the Kiowa Tribe, Truck-or-Treat.

The KTEA explained that this was the third year to host 
an annual Truck-or-Treat, the event originally began as a 
Halloween safe house that was housed inside the Red 
Buffalo Hall. The group was unsure of the event when the 
Covid Pandemic began; however, they still wanted to do 
something special for the children. Kiowa Tribal 
Chairman, Matthew Komalty, supported the KTEA and 
their decision to keep it going for the kids and their 
families.

Ware stated that she is looking forward to next year. “It 
just keeps getting better and better every Halloween!”
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2021 Rock Your Mocs
CARNEGIE, Okla. - The Kiowa Tribe 
& Carnegie JOM once again partnered 
to plan and host the  Rock Your Mocs 
Event for the students at Carnegie Public 
Schools on November 19, 2021.

 'The first step toward change is 
awareness,' was the theme for this 
annual event. The MMIP-Kiowa 
Chapter were the speakers this year. 
Fawn Tsatoke-Bear, Pres. of MMIP, 
explained to the students the statistics of 
the missing and murdered Indigenous 
People and what they can do to help.

 A group of Kiowa singers 
provided music while the Carnegie 
Indian Education students explained and 
demonstrated the dance.

 The Kiowa Women's Veterans 
were the color guard and lead the grand 
entry. A special group of students 
danced behind them with various Tribal 
Flags to recognize each Tribe and 
Nation that was represented by the 
students.
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Open Monday - Friday
8:30 AM - 5:00 PM

The Kiowa Tribe Gift Shop features Kiowa Tribe branded merchandise from clothing 
apparel to office products. We also feature Pendleton products, Teton trade broadcloth, 
locally hand-crafted unique beaded items, clothing, and silversmith work, and much, much 
more! Stop by & visit us, remember to bring your CDIB for 10% Off total 
purchase!

Email: gift@kiowatribe.org

Phone: (580) 654-6359

Visit Facebook page: 
MMIP - Kiowa 

Chapter to learn how 
you can help and join the 

effort; Message, or 
contact through email: 

mmip.kiowa.chapter@ 
gmail.com

Need more information?
Visit us at kiowatribe.org

The Kiowa ARPA distributed PPE & cases 
of drinking water at the AOA during the 
Drive Thru Elder Thanksgiving Dinner on 
November 22, 2021.

 OKC Thunder Native Night
By Deron Twohatchet 
Kiowa Tribe Rescue Program Media & Public Relations

OKLAHOMA CITY, Okla. -  The 
Oklahoma City Thunder organization 
gathered for its annual Native 
American Heritage Night at Paycom 
Center on Sunday, November 7, 
2021, with featured indigenous 
American and Canadian actors from 
the FX series Reservation Dogs, and 
its creator, Sterlin Harjo (Seminole/
Mvskoke Creek.)

 The cast was part of a 
pregame meet and greet with 
Oklahoma City Public Schools 
Native American students. Kiowa 
Tribe Public Relations’ Neely 
Tsoodle interviewed Holt and the 
Reservation Dogs cast.

 Oklahoma City Mayor, 
David Holt, greeted the group before 
they all took their seats for an 
opening prayer led by Pastor Eddie 
Lindsey, a rendition of the Star-
Spangled Banner by 2021 Osage 
Princess Gianna Sieke, and a color 
guard assigned to the Kiowa Black 
Leggings Warrior Society. This 
portion of the evening’s festivities 
were part of a pregame ceremony that 
was taped earlier in the week at the 
newly opened First Americans 
Museum.

 Mayor Holt expressed 
appreciation for the positive impact 
of Tribal Nations in Oklahoma on the 
economy, education, and health care. 

He added, “Nobody was vaccinating 
people better than the Indian nations 
here in Oklahoma. I mean, the list 
goes on and on. I really value the 
presence of our Native and 
Indigenous communities here in the 
state.

 ” Reservation Dogs actor, 
D'Pharaoh Woon-A-Tai, who plays 
Bear, spoke of the affinities he felt as 
an indigenous Canadian with the 
Native Oklahoma community. “I’m 
from Canada, from Toronto. And, you 
know, as far as we’re apart there’s 
still connections in between there and 
still things that we do that everyone 
else – a lot of nations do as well. 
Connections, connections, beautiful. 
That’s what I learned when I was 
down here.”

 Oklahoma actor, Lance 
Factor (Mvskoke-Seminole/Caddo), 
who plays Cheese, remarked, “It's so 
nice to be able to celebrate a show 
like this for everyone. For all native 
cultures just to finally have something 
out there that is so widely received 
and, like, positively received as well. 
I think it's amazing.”

 At half-time Thunder, fans 
were treated to a performance by hip-
hop artist, Supaman (Apsaalooke 
Nation), in full fancy dance regalia. 
The game finished with the Oklahoma 
Thunder winning against the San 
Antonio Spurs 99-94.
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