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Presidents’ Message 
 

Dear Chi Am Circle Scholarship Awardees, Sponsors and Friends, 
 
It is our great honor to write this special message on behalf of Chi Am Circle Club. 
We thank you for coming to Chi Am Circle Club’s Celebration where its scholarship recipients 
will be honored and will be receiving their awards. 
 
Chi Am Circle has presented scholarships for over 45 years.  It has been able to award 
over 423 scholarships (2008-present) and over 1 million dollars (2008-present) from the 
contributions of the Chi Am Circle Scholarship Sponsors.  The continuous generosity of 
the Scholarship Sponsors has always enabled Chi Am Circle to give future scholarships. 
 
Chi Am Circle outreaches to graduating seniors of Asian descent from 144 high schools in 
Santa Clara County.  The 2022 Chi Am Circle scholars should be very proud of themselves for 
receiving one of the scholarships offered to such a large number of high schools with students 
from a wide range of diverse backgrounds. The ladies of Chi Am Circle are grateful to the 
students who took the time and effort to apply for one of the Chi Am Circle scholarships. 
 
On behalf of the Club, we applaud the 2022 Chi Am Circle Scholars, Scholarship Sponsors, and 
Chi Am Circle Scholarship Selection and Scholarship Celebration Committees.  Because of 
you, deserving 2022 high school graduating seniors are granted scholarships and honored at a 
celebration party. 
 
Chi Am Circle is very appreciative and thankful for being the scholarship vehicle.  The 
presentation of scholarships is our Club’s humble way of being a small part of the graduating 
seniors' continuing education in which they will obtain more knowledge, develop the power of 
reasoning and judgment, and prepare themselves intellectually by way of attending an 
educational institution of their choice.     
    

“Education is not received, it is achieved” * 
 

Our Warmest regards, 
Sylvia Eng and Nikki Chow 
Chi Am Circle Club Co-Presidents 

 

*Unknown author 
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Scholarship Awards Celebration 

Co-Chairs Message 
 

Dear Scholarship Recipients and Families, Members, Sponsors and Friends of 
Chi Am Circle, 

 

It is our privilege to host this celebration to honor our scholars and highlight their 
accomplishments as they make the first steps of their journey as adults in a brave 
new world. Our number one priority is your health and safety, so we have 
replaced our usual Scholarship Dinner with a shorter and more casual 
celebration. Even so, after two years of these trying times, we are pleased to be 
able to gather in person once more. 

 

On behalf of Chi Am Circle, we would like to thank our Chi Am Circle sisters and 
the many sponsors and friends who have supported our signature scholarship 
program since its inception over 45 years ago. Chi Am Circle is blessed with 
numerous patrons who look forward each year to hear from our scholars – the 
cream of the crop of Silicon Valley’s graduating high schoolers. For Chi Am Circle, 
excellence is not only defined by a stellar academic record but also by a 
commitment to bettering their community. This year’s students are sure to 
impress you with their achievements both in and out of the classroom. 

 

Congratulations to all our honored students! We are pleased Chi Am Circle can 
help send you onwards towards your individual goals. We wish you the best in all 
your future endeavors. 

 

Sincerely, 
Beverly Harada & Marichu Scanlon 
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        Special Keynote Guest 

 
Technology entrepreneur with a passion for helping society 

 
 

Jacob Choi is an entrepreneur and product leader who helps early-stage startups 
solve difficult societal problems with technology. He was born in Philadelphia, 

grew up in Southern California, and attended undergrad at Vanderbilt University. 
He then attended Stanford University for graduate school, after which he helped 

start Going Merry, a scholarship and financial platform that Chi Am Circle has 
been using for over 5 years. He also worked for a brief period in venture capital 

and hedge fund investing. He now works for an early-stage company in the 
creator economy called Beacons AI, helping people monetize their creative 

passions. 
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Scholarship Selection Co-Chair Greetings 

 

Dear Chi Am Scholars, Sponsors, Families and Friends, 

We had another successful scholarship program this year with many outstanding 
applicants from 29 different Santa Clara County high schools. Thirty-one 
applicants representing 19 different schools were selected for scholarship awards. 
Selecting finalists among so many incredible candidates is always a difficult task.  

Our selection process has been improved over the years. Each application is 
scored by at least five different readers. Academic achievement, community 
service, several essays and two letters of reference are evaluated systematically 
following a well-defined rubric. Scores are analyzed and an algorithm is used to 
rank students.   

Then during the final selection meeting, scholarship committee members discuss 
applicants, select finalists and match them to sponsored scholarships. So, Chi Am 
scholars of 2022, you should be very proud of your accomplishments.  

 We’re excited to meet everyone in person after two years of virtual award 
ceremonies. We hope all  you scholarship recipients will stay in touch with us and 
your sponsors so we can learn about your next adventures - whether you are 
saving lives as doctors; fighting for justice as social activists, lawyers, or 
legislators; or taking us to the world of entertainment with films or live 
performances. Whatever path you choose, we are certain that you will succeed. 

We trust that you have become stronger after maneuvering obstacles throughout 
the pandemic. We wish you the best as you embark on the next chapter of your 
lives. 
 

Congratulations to the Chi Am scholarship recipients of 2022, their families and 
schools! 
 
Best wishes, 
Lisa Liu & Carol Yiu 

Chi Am Circle Scholarship Selection Committee Co-Chairs 
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2022 Proud Sponsors of Chi Am Circle 
 

DIAMOND 

The Gordon N. & Anita Chan Foundation 
Virginia Chen 

Angie Chiu/Thermo Fisher Scientific 
Jordan Lee Memorial Fund/Apple Inc. 

John A. Sobrato & Susan Sobrato Fund 
Antonia & Norman Tu 

Dr. Bert Why & Mrs. Barbara Why 
 

PLATINUM 

Sally Hsia Broberg 
Dean and Wilma Chu 

   Sylvia C. Eng 
Cleo & Peter Jong 

Vincent Seid Memorial Fund 
The Tran Family Foundation 

 

 

GOLD 

 
Shu-Kwan & Diana Chan 

 
Beatrice Moy Garbern & Lisa G. Liu 

Suellen & Munson Kwok Edwin & Margaret Lee 
Dr. & Mrs. Jeffery & Susan Lew Lee Gene & Mary K. Lim 

Lina & Peter Liou Emily S.L. Lo 
Aurora Louie Memorial Fund Lu Wang Family Foundation 

Fillmore & Teddy Sue Harry & Grace Wong Memorial Fund 
Verna Wong Wong/Matsuura Families Scholarship 

  
 

JADE 
Debbie Gong-Guy  

Jenny Leung  
Mary Ann Sing 

 

CHI AM CIRCLE OUTREACH SCHOLARSHIP 
Anne K. Chow Memorial Fund 

 

 

CHI AM CIRCLE FRIENDS & SUPPORTERS 
Carol Fong Serena Fong Sherri Haset 

Jennie & Thomas Hong Muriel Kao Ellen Lau 

Bassie Lee Pearl Lee Susan S. Lee 

Britteny Phan Marichu Scanlon Joanna Shea 

Amy Dieu Tran Wendy Tsoi Brenda Wong 

Eva Wong Liza Wong Ernest & Mary Ann Wong 

Helen Yamauchi Michael Zent  
 

 

Many thanks to all our wonderful and generous Chi Am Circle sponsors! 
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2022 Chi Am Circle Scholarships 

 

Student Name High School Scholarship Sponsor 

Athina Chen Henry M. Gunn High School Steve Wong Memorial Scholarship 

Trevor Chen Bellarmine College Preparatory The Tran Foundation Scholarship 

Calvin Fong Archbishop Mitty High School 
The Gordon N. and Anita Chan Foundation 
Scholarship 

Hannah Zhang Henry M. Gunn High School 
The Gordon N. and Anita Chan Foundation 
Scholarship 

Olivia Gee Palo Alto High School 
Wong/Matsuura Families/Gene & Mary K. Lim 
Scholarship 

Kiana Simone George Carlmont High School Sally Hsia Broberg Scholarship 

Rachel Ha Oak Grove High School Jordan Lee Memorial Scholarship/Apple Inc. 

Hilary Ann Le Ann Sobrato High School Jordan Lee Memorial Scholarship/Apple Inc. 

Ada He Prospect High School Aurora Louie Memorial Scholarship 

Carmen He Prospect High School Chi Am Circle Friends & Family Scholarship 

Chi-Feng Ho Henry M. Gunn High School Dr. Bert Why and Mrs. Barbara Why Scholarship 

Chi-hong Ho Henry M. Gunn High School Chi Am Circle Scholarship 

Claire Hsu KIPP San Jose Collegiate 
Daniel Yee Garbern Memorial Scholarship/Chi Am 
Circle Friends & Family Scholarship 

Jasmine Chinn Summit Public School: Tahoma Dr. Roger Eng & Carol Lynn Yee Outreach Scholarship 

Paige Lai Castilleja School Harry & Grace Wong Memorial Fund Scholarship 

Steven F. Luo Evergreen Valley High School Chi Am Circle Friends & Family Scholarship 

Catherine Luu Leigh High School Antonia & Norman Tu Scholarship 

Angelina Ma Mountain View High School 
Suellen & Munson Kwok /Chi Am Circle Friends & Family 
Scholarship 

Medha Madhav 
University Preparatory Academy 
Charter School Chi Am Circle Friends & Family Scholarship 

Muskaan Mahajan Milpitas High School Chi Am Circle Friends & Family Scholarship 

Addison T Nguyen Bellarmine College Preparatory 
Shu-Kwan Chan & Diana Chan/ Mrs. Yinping 
Cheng/Lina & Peter Liou Scholarship 

Tiffany Tam-Thy Nguyen Notre Dame High School Vincent Seid Memorial Scholarship 
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2022 Chi Am Circle Scholarships 
(Continued…) 

Student Name High School Scholarship Sponsor 

Palak Parikh Adrian Wilcox High School Dean and Wilma Chu Scholarship 

Minh-Anh Pham Archbishop Mitty High School Chi Am Circle Scholarship 

Tai Polanowski Centaurus High School The Lo Family/Fillmore & Teddy Sue Scholarship 

Ryan Zelan Teoh Milpitas High School John A. Sobrato & Susan Sobrato Fund Scholarship 

Jason Matthew Toliao Archbishop Mitty High School Roger S C Eng DDS Memorial Scholarship 

Tiffany Tran Oak Grove High School Chiu Family Scholarship 

Alexandra Yan-Li Wong Archbishop Mitty High School Chan Sek-Chun Family Scholarship 

Jeannette Wang Los Altos High School 
Dr. & Mrs. Jeffery and Susan Lew Lee/Lu Wang Family 
Foundation Scholarship 

Grace Wong The King's Academy Edwin & Margaret Lee Scholarship 
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Presenting the Chi Am Circle 

Scholarship Recipients 
 

Class of 2022 

 

 
Trevor Chen 

 

Hi, my name is Trevor Chen and I’m a high school 

senior just weeks away from graduating from Bellarmine 

College Prep in San Jose. I was born here in Northern 

CA and hail from Los Altos, where I grew up with my 

parents and 2 older siblings. 

 

In the fall, I’ll be studying Chemistry/Biochemistry at 

Cal Poly SLO. In my free time, I enjoy both playing and 

watching sports, and follow the NFL closely as part of 

my fantasy football leagues. I also spend time with my 

friends playing computer games and watching anime. 

 

 

 
Tiffany Tran 

 

Hello! My name is Tiffany Tran and I am a senior at 

Oak Grove High School. I am very involved in clubs and 

I enjoyed most of my time with the Acts of Random 

Kindness Club. Outside of school, I like to take long 

naps, bake, and watch TV shows. I will be attending De 

Anza College and majoring in nursing. 

 

 
Tiffany Nguyen 

 

Tiffany is a senior at Notre Dame San Jose High 

School.  She is primarily passionate about computer 

science, enjoying the challenge of STEM classes, 

participating in robotics as FRC Team 1967’s 

programming co-lead, and creating a program called 

Engaging Engineering to share her coding experience 

with others.  During her free time, she also enjoys 

reading and discussing books through her role as Vice 

President of Book Inc’s Teen Advisory Board, learning 

about different cultures and connecting with pen pals as 

Secretary of Notre Dame’s Me to We club, and making 

art to share with others. 
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Tai Polanowski 

 

I am an ambitious, dedicated, versatile student. I excel in 

areas from dance to engineering. My recent dance 

accomplishments are winning at the Global Salsa 

Summit, being hired to perform at congresses across the 

US, and directing my own team which later performed 

out of state. In engineering, I have created countless 

models of planes, ships, and buildings in CAD programs 

and from wood, metal, and plastic. Recently, I helped 

my dad replace the engine of a BMW. I have had some 

amazing experiences and I can't wait to dive into the 

next chapter of my life. 

 
Steven Luo 

 

 

Steven Luo is a senior at Evergreen Valley High School. 

He is interested in computer science, and has interned 

and conducted university-level research, while regularly 

teaching children how to code at his local library. Steven 

is also a youth leader, serving as a student representative 

on the EVHS School Site Council, East Side Union High 

School District Student Governing Board, and Santa 

Clara County Youth Task Force as Co-Chair. In his free 

time, Steven enjoys volunteering for nonprofit 

organizations and advocating for youth-related issues, as 

well as playing the flute, biking, reading the news, and 

petting cats & dogs. 

 

 

 
Ryan Teoh 

 

Hello, I’m a high school senior going to Milpitas High 

here in the Bay Area planning to major in Aerospace 

Engineering at UCLA. In my free time, I like mountain 

biking with my friends, and playing various sports, such 

as tennis and soccer. I’m really grateful for being 

selected for this honor, and am looking forward to my 

college life and career afterwards.  
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Rachel Ha 

 

Hello! My name is Rachel and I am a student at Oak 

Grove High School. Throughout my time there, one of 

my best moments was when I participated in and won a 

local science fair. Some of my hobbies include reading, 

cooking, and traveling. I plan on majoring in 

biochemical engineering when I go to college. I hope to 

one day work in a lab facility conducting experiments, 

researching, or innovating new ideas in order to help 

people. 

 

 

 
Palak Parikh 

 

Palak is a senior at Wilcox High School. From 

organizing speaker meetings and service events as 

president of Wilcox Health Sciences Club, reconnecting 

with her heritage culture through Indian Club, hustling 

as the setter on the volleyball team, and serving as her 

school's Student Representative, Palak's active 

involvement in her community has shaped her into the 

person she is today. Outside of school, she explores her 

creative side through Indian classical violin and 

dedicates her time towards bridging medicinal research 

and global health. She's met amazing people in the past 

four years who've inspired her receptive worldview. 

Palak plans to study neuroscience at UCLA and continue 

her dedication to the people around her by pursuing the 

pre-med track. 

 

 
Paige Lai 

 

Paige Lai is a senior at Castilleja School in Palo Alto, 

CA. She will be attending Yale university next year and 

will be a part of the swim and dive team. Paige has been 

diving competitively for seven years, and is excited to 

continue diving in college. In her spare time, Paige 

enjoys exploring different restaurants throughout the 

Bay Area, hiking, and baking cookies. She also is a part 

of her school’s Chinese plus affinity group as well as the 

co-founder of her school’s Planned Parenthood Activism 

Club. 
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Olivia Gee 

 

Hi I’m Olivia Gee and I’m from Palo Alto pursuing an 

environmental engineering major in college. Stage tech 

is one of my favorite hobbies and I spend my free time 

volunteering at a bookstore. What most excites me is the 

environment though, so I love learning about the various 

ways we as humans have interacted with the Earth. At 

Palo Alto High School, in addition to benefiting the 

Earth, I’m taking positive psychology this year to learn 

how to better myself and help people. It’s been quite 

interesting so far, so I’m hoping to continue that as well 

in college. 

 
Muskaan Mahajan 

 

Muskaan Mahajan is a senior at Milpitas High School 

and plans to attend Claremont Mckenna College in the 

fall of 2022. She plans to major in economics and data 

science. She has had experience in macroeconomic 

policy through her internships with the Milpitas Mayor, 

Borgen Project, and political campaigns. At school, she 

partakes in Speech and Debate and is the Op-Ed editor 

of the school newspaper. 

 

 
Minh-Anh Pham 

 

Minh-Anh is a high school senior at Archbishop Mitty 

High School and is excited to attend UCLA in the fall. 

At school, she is the swim team’s captain and the 

photography club president, and she designs posts for 

the Communications Team. In her free time, she enjoys 

reading and playing badminton. She is very grateful for 

the opportunity to be here today and wants to thank her 

family for supporting her throughout her whole life. 
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Medha Madhav 

 

Hi! I’m Medha, a senior at University Preparatory 

Academy. I’m very proud to be a part of the Asian 

American community, and have grown in the Bay Area 

my whole life observing and celebrating both halves of 

my Indian and Malaysian culture. I’m Co-President of 

the UPA Team HBV Chapter, a club which raises 

hepatitis B awareness in the Asian/Asian American 

community. I also speak Mandarin, and have been to 

Chinese school for 13 years. In my free time, I watch 

movies with my family, try new recipes, and play piano. 

I’ll be attending UC Berkeley in the Fall.  

 

 
Kiana George 

 

Kiana is a broadcast journalist, entrepreneur, and baker. 

She’s won over sixty regional, national, and 

international awards for her videos spotlighting wasabi 

farmers, a famed mosaic artist, a homeless advocate, and 

more. She co-founded a non-profit candle company to 

raise funds for victims of sexual assault in Kenya and 

Zambia. She also bakes elaborate birthday cakes for 

underserved youth in shelters, foster care, and group 

homes. Several years ago, she became a certified tea 

sommelier and founded a Tea Masters club at her 

school. Her favorite pastimes include playing 

competitive basketball and exploring cultural foods and 

customs while traveling. 

 

 
Jeanette Wang 

 

Jeannette Wang is a senior at Los Altos High School 

who will be attending Stanford University in the fall. 

She's interested in political science and public policy, 

and plans to pursue a future in public service. She is the 

co-founder/co-chair of AAPI Silicon Valley, a youth-led 

organization cultivating pride and identity through 

engaging and elevating the new generation of Asian-

American Pacific Islander youth leaders. In her free 

time, Jeannette enjoys training in and teaching martial 

arts. 
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Jason Toliao 

 

Jason Toliao is a Senior at Archbishop Mitty High 

School, and will be majoring in neuroscience in college. 

As president of the Filipinx-American Student 

Association at his school, Jason has helped foster 

diversity on campus by hosting discussions, and 

organizing inclusive meetings to share Filipino culture 

with his classmates. Jason also is a member of Mitty’s 

Varsity Men’s volleyball team, and founder and 

president of his school’s Beach Volleyball Club which 

has gained over 330 members over the past 3 years. In 

his free time, Jason loves to volunteer, and has 

accumulated over 350 volunteer hours during his senior 

year. 

 

 
Jasmine Chinn 

 

Jasmine overcame early challenges in elementary school 

and became a talented and artistic high achieving 

student. During her senior year, she did an independent 

study of graphic design and learned the tools of the trade 

including Adobe Photoshop and Illustrator. She 

currently volunteers on her church social media team, 

creating artwork for posting on Instagram and Facebook. 

She has written articles for her school news website and 

is active in the Anime Club. During the pandemic, she 

also participated in a virtual missions trip with middle 

school students in Cambodia. Her dream is to write and 

illustrate her own book. 

 

 
Hilary Le 

 

Hilary Le is a senior at Ann Sobrato High School and 

will be attending Santa Clara University in the fall. 

Studying Computer Science and Engineering, she hopes 

to use programming as a means to combat educational 

disparities associated with socioeconomic status and 

reform the education system. Hilary enjoys volunteering 

with local organizations and clubs, such as Key Club 

and CSF, and is the founder and president of her school's 

Asian Student Union. She also founded Engage STEM 

San Jose/Morgan Hill and served as president, working 

to provide STEM education to low-income families 

through free Math Tutoring, STEM classes, and more. 
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Hannah Zhang 

 

 

Hannah Zhang is a senior at Henry M Gunn High 

School. She enjoys exploring connections between 

diverse fields of interest such as industrial engineering 

and business management. In college, Hannah hopes to 

continue expanding on both her creative and scientific 

interests. Outside of school, you can find her on the 

volleyball court, volunteering with elementary schoolers, 

playing with cats, or reading a book. 

 
Grace Wong 

 

Grace Wong is a graduating senior currently attending 

The King’s Academy. She is planning to attend Stanford 

University in the fall and study history and linguistics, 

especially in relation to the 

Asian-American identity. In her free time, you can find 

her absorbed in a good book, listening to 

the Les Mis soundtrack for the hundredth time, 

practicing her instruments, or trying to work on 

her many creative writing projects. In college, Grace 

hopes to continue with these interests as well as to 

explore new hobbies! 

 

 
Claire Hsu 

 

Claire Hsu is a senior attending Kipp San Jose 

Collegiate. She will be pursuing a Bachelor's degree in 

Environmental Engineering and a minor in Computer 

Science. Besides her passion in the environment, Claire 

is a sports fanatic who loves to exercise and play all 

kinds of sports in her free time. She also likes baking 

Asian cultural desserts and would love to exchange her 

recipes with anyone willing:) Claire is beyond excited to 

join the Chi Am Scholar family and grateful for this 

scholarship that will help finance her opportunities in the 

near future. 
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Chi-hong Ho 

 

My name is Chi-hong Ho, and I am a senior at Henry M. 

Gunn High School. My family and I came from Asia to 

the United States four years ago, and I had the 

opportunity to participate in a variety of educational 

experiences that helped me discover my passions in 

industrial engineering, operations research, and business. 

In my spare time, I enjoy giving back to my community; 

last year, I contributed 400+ hours and received the gold 

presidential volunteer services award. For the next four 

years at UC Berkeley, I will continue to contribute to my 

neighbors! 

 
Chi-feng Ho 

 

My name is Chi-Feng (Acme) Ho, currently a Henry 

Gunn High student, and decided to enroll in Berkeley 

IEOR Engineering program this fall. I have spent more 

than 400 hours on community service projects and 

received the Presidential Volunteering Gold Award. I 

published abstracts and earned the Best Student Poster 

Award at the international JMP Euro 2021 conference 

with my exemplary academic research. I want to be 

equipped with all academic skills in college, prepare 

myself to be an effective citizen, and do my best to 

contribute to society. I am also good at playing golf and 

karate. 

 

 
Catherine Luu 

 

Catherine Luu is from San Jose and currently attends 

Leigh High School. She wishes to pursue a mathematics 

major in hopes to become a math teacher. Combining 

her passion for mathematics and her teaching 

experience, Catherine aims to break the stereotype that 

mathematics is only a hard class that needs to be passed 

for graduation. She also aims to develop new ways of 

explaining key concepts to future students to deepen 

their understanding. 
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Ada He 

 

Ada He is a 17-year old high school senior at Prospect 

High School. She is an avid STEM enthusiast, 

community volunteer, and yogi with a commitment to 

building positive communities and supporting social-

emotional learning. Through an interdisciplinary 

education in neuroscience and engineering, she hopes to 

innovate tech solutions to pressing issues in education 

and healthcare. When she isn’t studying or working 

towards her various commitments, you can find her 

curled up with a book, situated on a hiking trail, or going 

down internet rabbit holes over some interesting new 

fact. 

 
Carmen He 

 

Carmen is graduating senior from Prospect High School 

and a proud resident of Campbell. She is passionate 

about mental health, social-emotional learning, and the 

environment. In the future, she hopes to harness the 

power of tech to improve mental health. Her hobbies 

include reading, writing, hiking, and having deep 

conversations with family and friends. Additionally, she 

also has a yoga teacher certification. This autumn, she 

will be a Triton attending UC San Diego as a member of 

the Class of 2026. 

 

 
Calvin Fong 

 

 

Calvin is a graduating senior at Archbishop Mitty High 

School in San Jose. His passion for learning and 

teaching astronomy has led him to pursue a major in 

aerospace engineering. He stays active through hiking, 

club basketball, and as the captain of his varsity tennis 

team. Calvin currently keeps involved in his community 

by working at a boba tea shop, coaching youth tennis 

clinics, and tutoring physics. In his free time, he enjoys 

watching basketball (Go Warriors!), listening to music, 

and occasionally binging TV shows (ex. Loki and 

Reacher). He is grateful to have received this honorary 

scholarship. 
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Athina Chen 

 

 

 

Athina Chen is a senior at Henry M. Gunn High School 

in Palo Alto, CA. She will be attending Brown 

University this fall. At Gunn, she leads the girls golf 

team and Mock Trial Club. She also runs the club 

Socially Responsible Investment Fund. Outside of 

school, she has played violin for 10 years and is Co-

Concertmaster at Golden State Youth Orchestra. 

Throughout college and further, she hopes to empower 

other women and become involved in social 

entrepreneurship. Her hobbies include singing, cooking, 

and eating ice cream! 

 

 

 
Angelina Ma 

 

Angelina Ma is a Mountain View High School senior 

who will be attending Vanderbilt University in the fall. 

In her free time, she partakes in her school’s advanced 

dance program, runs two community service/awareness 

organizations, tutors, and works at a local boba shop.At 

Vanderbilt, she will be majoring in Child Development 

at the Peabody College.  Her future career goals include 

obtaining her teaching credential, and eventually 

specializing in educational policy in order to make 

educational resources more equitable for all. She is very 

grateful and proud to be considered among this year’s 

group of Chi Am Scholarship recipients! 

 

 

 
Alexandra Wong 

 

Alexandra Wong is a senior at Archbishop Mitty High 

School, San Jose. At Mitty, she has achieved a GPA of 

4.56 while taking 15 Advanced Placement classes. She 

is a member of the Chamber Choir and is also the 

President for the Campus Art League. Since the onset of 

the pandemic, she volunteers regularly at the Catholic 

Charities food bank. She is also an art teaching assistant 

to young children at Hongyun Art School. She has 

served more than 450 hours over her high school career. 

Alexandra will be attending Rensselaer Polytechnic 

Institute in biomedical engineering in the fall. 
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Addison Nguyen 

 

Addison Nguyen is a senior at Bellarmine College 

Preparatory. He lives in Milpitas with his parents and 

younger sister. His hobbies include gardening, playing 

video games, playing piano, and hanging out with his 

cousins. Addison is planning to go to Santa Clara 

University. He has an undecided major, but he plans to 

figure out what he wants to do in college. Addison has 

played piano for over a decade and has won several 

competitions. He now teaches piano to others every 

Saturday. Addison has no long-term plans, but he hopes 

that the future will be kind to him. 

 

 

  



Page 19 

2022 Essay Question 

What is your definition of success and why?  

 

Essay by Calvin Fong 

 

“Success means we go to sleep at night knowing that our talents and abilities were used in a 
way that served others”. This quote from Marianne Williamson, a well-known advocate for 
social justice, embodies what I believe are the qualities of being a successful person. Finding 
success is not merely reaching a goal or exceeding expectations. Instead, success is constantly 
evaluated by requiring one to wake up with intent each day and then to be content with 
themselves each night. 
 

Despite not living on my own, and having the privilege of being surrounded by supportive 
parents who provide for me, I constantly think about my success ahead of me. Pondering ways 
that I can be successful leads me to constantly think and learn about the successes of well-
known people both in history and in society today. Barack Obama. Stephen Curry. Abraham 
Lincoln. Winston Churchill. Muhammad Ali. The list goes on. I could not help but notice that 
each of their successes were often linked to celebrity-level achievements obtained. 
Championships. Policies. Money. This made me wonder, do I need to change the world in 

order to be successful? 

 

The answer is No. I realized that people from all backgrounds and all levels of society are able 
to achieve success in their lives without the obvious measures of fame, money, or status. Their 
successes are as meaningful as the success of people whose names will be forever 
remembered. To each person, success means something different. But for all of them, they 
found happiness with themselves and their contribution to themselves, their community, or the 
world. To me, that is what it means to be successful in life. I have seen the effects of my 
individual actions throughout my community, and I hope to continue to positively impact others 
throughout my life. Whether it be through my future career in aerospace engineering, or through 
my passions for astronomy or tennis or basketball, I want to offer my knowledge and skills to 
others. I like to think of each person’s talents and skills as a book. On the surface, everyone 
can get a glimpse of what you have to offer to them. However, for them to be able to gain 
knowledge from you, they must understand you and connect with you. In life, I hope to be a 
book that everyone can be inspired by. That is what success means to me. 
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Scholarship Celebration Committee 

 

Co-Chairs: Bev Harada & Marichu Scanlon 
 

Committee: Virginia Bakken, Linda Chang, Angie Chiu, Coleen Gee, Suzie Gillen, 
Sharon Lai, Ellen Lau, Jenny Leung, , Mary Kay Lim, Rose Low, Mabel Thong, 

Verna Wong 

 
 

Scholarship Selection Committee 
 

Co-Chairs: Lisa Liu & Carol Yiu 

Committee: Angie Chiu, Paulette Curby, Sylvia Eng, Bev Harada, Clara Jiang, 
Susan L. Lee, Yitong Liu, Maria Lu, Kelly Matsuura, Shirley Pak, Teddy Sue, 

Marilyn Tagatac, Eva Wong, Judy Wong, Verna Wong, Wendy Yee, Elaine Yin, 
Vanita Yuen 

 
 

Outreach Scholarship Committee 
 

Chair: Sylvia Eng 

Committee: Teddy Sue, Liza Wong 

 
 

Sponsorship Program 
 

Co-Chairs: Sylvia Eng, Ellen Lau & Teddy Sue 
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Chi Am Circle 2022 Directors 
 
 

Co-Presidents Sylvia Eng & Nikki Chow 

VP of Sponsorship Teddy Sue  

VP of Membership Juliet Sham   

Treasurer Sharon Lai 

Recording Secretary Mary K. Lim  

Program Chairs Liza Wong & Aimee Yan 

Newsletter Editors Rebecca Feng & Linda Toda 

Hospitality  Judy Wong 

Historian Mabel Thong 

Auditor Debbie Gong-Guy 

Webmasters Shirley Wong & Wendy Tsoi 

Parliamentarian Verna Wong  

Public Relations Officer 
 

Gerrye Wong 
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About Chi Am Circle 
 

Chi Am Circle is an all-volunteer, non-profit Asian American women’s 
organization serving the Bay Area. It has been recognized for its 
leadership and expertise in providing and delivering Santa Clara 
County with community services and a commitment to our youth. 
 
Chi Am Circle was founded in 1965 by women who were interested in 
bringing Asian American women together to socialize and work on 
different projects to benefit the community. At the time, young Asian 
American women lived in different parts of Silicon Valley with their 
families. This gathering has since blossomed to over a hundred 
talented members working and socializing together. 
 
Chi Am Circle’s signature commitment to education has been its 
Scholarship Awards Program. For over 45 years, Chi Am Circle has 
provided scholarships for graduating high school seniors. 
 
Chi Am Circle members are leaders in the community. In recent years, 
they have extended their community service to include supporting the 
efforts of other organizations. Chi Am Circle’s participation has made a 
difference in the San Francisco Bay Area. 
 
Chi Am Circle being a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization is committed to 
providing an environment that is free from discrimination due to race, 
color, religion, creed, national origin, ancestry, disability, gender, sexual 
orientation or age. 
 
Chi Am Circle welcomes your support. You can go to our website, 
www.chiamcircle.org, and click on Donation. You can also send your 
checks to Chi Am Circle Club, P.O. Box 2756, Cupertino, CA 95015. 
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P.O Box 2756 

Cupertino, CA 95015 

http://www.chiamcircle.org 
 

Thank you for your generosity and  

continued support throughout the years. 


