
VICTORY HALL CENTENARY CELEBRATION

1924 - 2024

Collessie Victory Hall

March 15th, 2024



1919: FUNDRAISING 
BEGINS FOR THE  
COLLESSIE WAR 

MEMORIAL 

Organized by an ‘energetic’ Committee

• Concerts

• Donations 

• Gift Sale

• Fete 

Dundee Courier: August 25th 1919



WAR MEMORIAL: 
COLLESSIE VICTORY HALL
OPENING CEREMONY MARCH 15TH 1924

War Memorial to commemorate the war services of the whole Parish 
during war (WWI)- not just the fallen. 

‘Not only will the hall be a great asset to Collessie, but it will be also a 
standing example to future generations of the loyalty and spirit of the 
people of our district during the times of the greatest stress our nation 
has ever passed through.’ 

Words of Colonel Hutchinson read at opening ceremony 



CARETAKING THE 
HALL

Irene Bennett (granddaughter of Mr. & 
Mrs. Ritchie)

Recalls Granny was endlessly preparing 
for some event in the hall.

Recalls Grandfather stringing up the 
Tilly lamps across the hall for events as 
the hall had no electricity.  

As a girl, Irene helped by dusting the 
benches (known as forms) and how 
dusty the hall was and how during an 
event the walls ran with condensation. 

Mr. Ritchie 
(known as Bob) 1924 – 1952

Mrs. Ritchie 
(known as just Ritchie) 

1952 – 1957



COMMUNITY LIFE IN VICTORY HALL Celebrations, Events & Social Groups

Game of whist anyone?

Mr. & Mrs. Leitch’s Golden 

Anniversary July 1958



SILVER JUBILEE OF 
KING GEORGE V

1935



THE WRI (THE RURAL)
The WRI in Collessie were very 

active and used Victory Hall to 

run whist drives and put on 

amateur dramas. 



1981: 
THE ROYAL 

WEDDING OF 
CHARLES & DIANA



REFURBURBISHMENT STORY: 1999 - 2000
Victory Hall in the 21st Century  



MILLENIUM CELEBRATIONS



SHARE YOUR 
FAVOURITE MEMORIES

What do you remember? 



WHAT’S NEXT?

Victory Hall 
Decarbonization 
Project 

Ensuring the sustainability 
and viability of Victory 
Hall into the future.  



COMMUNITY SURVEY: 
SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS 

Survey Closes 

Friday, March 29th, 2024



CENTENARY YEAR 
EVENTS: 

Vintage Tea 

Saturday, April 27th 1:30 – 4:30 

Garden Tales: Cultivating 

Community Through Art 

Spring/Summer

Hall Committee AGM

May 20th 7-8 pm



COLLESSIE SOCIAL EVENTS
We are looking for people who 

just want to have some fun 

organizing events in the 

community



THANK YOU 
FOR CELEBRATING WITH US

Join us for cake and 

refreshments
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