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ON LASERS, PLASMA & EARTHQUAKES (a Google AI conversation, 
June 30, 2026) 
 
truth mode 
30 June 2026 

You have activated a direct, no-nonsense communication style. I am an AI, so I do not have a personal consciousness, hidden agendas, or 
human feelings to hide. 

I am ready to deliver highly accurate, objective, and dense information.  

To give you the exact utility you need, tell me: 

 Do you want to fact-check a specific claim or rumor? 

 Are you looking for a brutally honest critique of a plan or idea? 

 Do you need a complex topic broken down without any marketing fluff? 
Let me know what topic we are dissecting first. 

AI responses may include mistakes. Learn more 

 
You said: is it at least theoretically possible to artificially cause seismic activity by applying 
powerful lasers into a fault that has a high seismic potential? 
is it at least theoretically possible to artificially cause seismic activity by applying powerful lasers into a fault that has a high seismic potential? 
30 June 2026 

Yes, it is theoretically possible to trigger seismic activity on a critically stressed fault line using powerful lasers, but the underlying 
mechanism would be a byproduct of extreme heat and pressure, not the laser beam directly "cutting" or vibrating the rock. 

If a fault has a high seismic potential, it means it is already locked, loaded, and stressed very close to its failure point. At this stage, it only 
requires a microscopic energetic nudge—a trigger—to release that massive built-up tectonic energy. [1] 

An ultra-powerful laser could theoretically initiate this rupture via three primary physical mechanisms. 

 

1. Thermal Expansion and Thermoelastic Stress 

Applying a sustained, high-energy laser beam to a specific rock mass inside a borehole would instantly superheat the rock.  

 The Mechanism: Rock has low thermal conductivity, meaning heat does not dissipate quickly. Instead, the localized, extreme temperature 
increase causes rapid thermal expansion. 

 The Trigger: This expansion creates severe thermoelastic stress in the surrounding rock matrix. If directed at a critical lock-point (asperity) 
of a highly stressed fault, this localized pressure shift can alter the normal and shear stress balance, forcing the fault to slip prematurely. [1] 

2. Laser Ablation and Plasma Explosion 

If the laser energy is delivered in ultra-short, highly concentrated pulses (similar to industrial laser drilling or cutting), it undergoes a process 
called ablation. 

 The Mechanism: The laser instantly vaporizes the solid rock surface, converting it directly into high-temperature plasma. 

 The Trigger: The explosive expansion of this plasma creates a mechanical shockwave. This kinetic impulse acts like a localized, miniature 
explosion inside the fault zone, which could easily unseat a unstable, friction-locked fault. [1, 2] 

3. Flash Pore-Pressure Expansion 

Real-world induced seismicity (like wastewater injection or geothermal fracking) triggers earthquakes by increasing fluid pressure, which 
"lubricates" the fault and reduces friction. [1, 2, 3] 

 The Mechanism: Fault lines are rarely dry; they naturally contain trapped fluids and groundwater. 

 The Trigger: Firing a powerful laser into these fluid-rich pockets would instantly vaporize the water into superheated steam. Because steam 
occupies exponentially more volume than liquid water, it would cause a sudden spike in local pore-pressure. This fluid pressure unclamps 
the fault, allowing the tectonic plates to snap past each other. [1, 2, 3] 

 

The Reality Check (Why this isn't a viable weapon) 

While theoretically possible in physics, executing this in reality is deeply impractical for several reasons: 

https://support.google.com/websearch?p=aimode
https://www.ierek.com/news/earthquake-causes-vs-triggers/
https://www.ierek.com/news/earthquake-causes-vs-triggers/
https://www.research-collection.ethz.ch/items/82909587-3012-4e93-a859-6d9194e04ac7
https://www.research-collection.ethz.ch/items/82909587-3012-4e93-a859-6d9194e04ac7
https://labpartnering.org/patents/US7416258
https://jksus.org/effect-of-laser-shock-peening-on-the-hardness-of-al-7075-alloy/
https://www.gfz.de/en/press/news/details/schluesselfaktoren-bei-der-entstehung-von-menschgemachten-erdbeben
https://www.gfz.de/en/press/news/details/schluesselfaktoren-bei-der-entstehung-von-menschgemachten-erdbeben
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FSITi5boz6c
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2095268625000977
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FSITi5boz6c
https://www.research-collection.ethz.ch/items/82909587-3012-4e93-a859-6d9194e04ac7
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2095268625000977
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 Line of Sight: Lasers require a clear, unobstructed path. Seismically active faults are buried 2 to 15 kilometres deep inside the Earth's 
crust. A laser fired from space or the surface cannot pass through kilometers of solid rock. You would have to drill a massive deep-crust 
borehole just to drop the laser or its fiber-optic conduit down to the fault. [1] 

 More Efficient Alternatives: If humans wanted to trigger an earthquake on purpose, drilling a hole and pumping in pressurized water (pore-
pressure diffusion) or dropping a conventional explosive is vastly cheaper, highly proven, and requires orders of magnitude less energy than 
a multi-terawatt laser system. [1, 2, 3] 

 No Control Over Magnitude: You are only pulling the trigger; you do not supply the bullet. The laser might initiate the slip, but the scale of 
the resulting earthquake is determined entirely by how much tectonic energy was already stored in the fault. [1, 2] 
Are you interested in exploring how scientists currently trigger controlled, micro-earthquakes using fluids, or would you like to look into 
the energy calculations required to vaporize rock at deep-crust pressures? [1] 

AI responses may include mistakes. Learn more 
 

10 sites 

 Earthquake Causes vs. Triggers - IEREK 

Earthquake Triggers: The Immediate Precursors Triggers are distinct from causes; they are specific events or activities that impar... 
 
 
IEREK 

 Key factors in man-made earthquakes: GFZ 

Man-made earthquakes, so called induced seismicity, have become an increasing concern. These events can occur during fluid injecti... 
 
 
GFZ 

 Scientists Are Triggering Zero-Magnitude Earthquakes in ... 

welcome to the WON. podcast where we explore fascinating stories and ideas from various fields. in this episode we examine why sci... 
 
3:13 

 
YouTube·WION 
Show all 

 
You said: What if the mechanical shockwave of laser ablation you spoke before that creates a 
miniature explosion right in a critical fault zone? 
What if the mechanical shockwave of laser ablation you spoke before that creates a miniature explosion right in a critical fault zone? 
30 June 2026 

If you precisely direct the mechanical shockwave of laser ablation into a critical fault zone, it acts exactly like a localized detonator 
capsule. 

Because the fault is already at its breaking point, this mechanical shockwave does not need to generate the energy of an earthquake. It only 
needs to disrupt the static friction holding the tectonic plates in place.  

Here is exactly how that miniature explosion would trigger a full-scale rupture. 

 

The Domino Effect of the Shockwave 

1. The Sudden Clamping/Unclamping Wave: A shockwave is a transient wave of high pressure followed by a sharp drop in pressure. As this 
wave passes through the fault plane, it momentarily increases and then decreases the normal stress (the force holding the two sides of the 
fault together). The moment the normal stress drops, static friction fails, allowing the plates to start moving.  

2. Dynamic Triggering: Once a tiny patch of the fault begins to slip due to the shockwave, that tiny movement instantly transfers its load to the 
patch of rock right next to it. This triggers a runaway cascade. The stored tectonic energy takes over, and the rupture tears down the fault 
line at miles per second. 

3. Acoustic Fluidization: The intense, high-frequency vibration of the shockwave can briefly turn the trapped granular rock dust (fault gouge) 
inside the crack into a fluid-like state. This completely destroys the fault's frictional resistance, causing an instantaneous mechanical slip.  

The Ultimate Engineering Bottleneck 

While the physics of the shockwave work perfectly on paper, executing laser ablation directly inside a deep fault zone faces severe physical 
constraints: 

 Energy Dissipation (Attenuation): Mechanical shockwaves decay exponentially with distance. To trigger the fault, the laser ablation must 
happen directly on the fault surface. If the ablation occurs even a few meters away in the surrounding country rock, the shockwave will 
damp out into a harmless acoustic hum before it reaches the critical stress point.  

 The Debris Problem: Laser ablation works by vaporizing material. In a deep, closed borehole environment, that vaporized rock (plasma and 
gas) has nowhere to go. It creates massive back-pressure that instantly coats and blocks the laser optics, terminating the beam after the very 
first microsecond of firing. 

 The "Stick-Slip" Paradox: If the shockwave is too small, it might only cause a tiny, localized pop (a micro-seismic event) that safely relieves 
a microscopic amount of stress without triggering a massive runaway cascade. 

Real-World Equivalents 

https://ommatidia-lidar.com/the-doppler-effect-laser-doppler-vibrometry-advancing-noise-and-vibration-testing-1710/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FSITi5boz6c
https://www.research-collection.ethz.ch/items/82909587-3012-4e93-a859-6d9194e04ac7
https://www.quora.com/Is-it-possible-for-humans-to-cause-an-earthquake-using-technology-If-so-how-would-this-be-done-and-what-would-be-the-consequences
https://www.ierek.com/news/earthquake-causes-vs-triggers/
https://www.quora.com/Is-it-possible-to-cause-a-massive-earthquake-8-richter-using-a-machine-vibrating-at-the-earths-resonant-frequency
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FSITi5boz6c
https://support.google.com/websearch?p=aimode
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We do not use lasers for this because we already do this with mechanical impactors. Seismologists and geophysicists routinely use 
dynamite charges dropped down boreholes or heavy seismic vibrator trucks (Vibroseis) on the surface to send shockwaves into the 
ground. While these are used to map the crust via echoes, they occasionally trigger tiny micro-earthquakes if they pass through a highly 
unstable zone. 

Would you like to calculate how many joules of energy a laser shockwave needs to overcome typical deep-crust static friction, or should 
we look at how conventional explosives compare to lasers for this exact scenario? 

AI responses may include mistakes. Learn more 

 
You said: could theoretically a strong flash of aerial plasma penetrating into an already tense fault 
line create a shockwave that could impact it enough to create an earthquake? 
could theoretically a strong flash of aerial plasma penetrating into an already tense fault line create a shockwave that could impact it enough 
to create an earthquake? 
30 June 2026 

Yes, a massive flash of aerial plasma could theoretically trigger an earthquake on a highly stressed fault line, but only if the plasma 
flash occurs at or below the ground surface. 

If the plasma flash happens high up in the air (like an atmospheric lightning strike or a high-altitude weapon discharge), the physical laws of 
energy transfer make it nearly impossible to impact a deep tectonic fault. 

The physics of how an aerial plasma flash interacts with a tense fault line is governed by specific mechanics, along with a major engineering 
barrier. 

 

The Trigger Mechanisms (If the Plasma Hits the Ground) 

If a hyper-energetic plasma channel (similar to a massive superbolt of lightning or a directed energy weapon) makes direct contact with the 
ground right above a critically stressed fault, it can trigger a rupture through two main forces:  

1. The Blast Wave (Acoustic Impedance Mismatch) 

Plasma is superheated, ionized gas. When a massive plasma channel forms instantly, the sudden thermal expansion of the air creates a 
violent supersonic shockwave (thunder on an extreme scale). [1, 2] 

 The Problem: Air has low density, and solid rock has high density. When an airborne shockwave hits the ground, it encounters an acoustic 
impedance mismatch. Up to 99% of the shockwave's energy bounces off the surface of the Earth into the sky. [1, 2, 3, 4] 

 The Exception: If the plasma flash is powerful enough, the remaining 1% of the mechanical kinetic energy that penetrates the crust can 
travel downward as a seismic P-wave (compression wave). If the fault is already micro-millimeters away from snapping, this passing vibration 
can momentarily unclamp the rock interfaces and trigger the earthquake. [1, 2, 3] 
2. The Electro-Vibrational Trigger (The Piezoelectric Effect) [1] 

This is where plasma becomes far more dangerous than a standard kinetic bomb. Plasma conducts massive electrical currents. [1] 

 The Mechanism: When a plasma channel strikes the earth, it discharges immense electromagnetic pulses (EMP) and electrical currents 
directly into the crust. [1] 

 The Trigger: Earth's crust is packed with quartz and other piezoelectric minerals. When an intense electrical pulse surges through these 
minerals, it forces the crystals to instantly deform, expand, and vibrate on a massive scale. This rapid, electrically induced rock vibration can 
instantaneously disrupt the static friction holding a tense fault together, causing it to slip. [1, 2, 3, 4] 

 

The Overwhelming Barrier: Depth 

Even if the plasma flash delivers enough energy to rattle the surface, it faces the brutal reality of geological depth. 

 The Attenuation Problem: Seismically active, dangerous faults do not sit on the surface; they are locked 2 to 15 kilometers deep inside 
the Earth's crust. 

 Energy Decay: Mechanical shockwaves decay exponentially as they travel through fractured, imperfect layers of topsoil, clay, and bedrock. 
By the time a surface shockwave travels 5,000 meters down, a terrifying blast at the surface is reduced to a microscopic tremor. [1, 2, 3, 4] 

How to Make it Work (The "Bunker Buster" Approach) 

To actually use plasma to trigger an earthquake, you cannot leave it in the air. You would need to bypass the atmosphere and the top layers 
of the crust entirely. 

https://support.google.com/websearch?p=aimode
https://www.quora.com/Why-can-nuclear-bomb-shockwaves-be-felt-high-up-in-the-air-but-earthquake-shockwaves-are-limited-to-the-ground-I-thought-the-earthquake-released-more-energy-than-the-nuclear-bomb
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DW-StbjAiCb/
https://www.researchgate.net/post/Can-heavy-bombing-due-to-air-strike-be-a-cause-of-an-earthquake
https://blog.tepapa.govt.nz/2013/07/24/earthquake-expert-qa/
https://www.ias.ac.in/public/Volumes/pram/097/00/0089.pdf
https://arc.aiaa.org/doi/pdf/10.2514/3.44134
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2001/aug/23/physicalsciences.highereducation
https://www.news.caloes.ca.gov/what-are-p-waves-and-s-waves/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/chemistry/seismic-wave
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2001/aug/23/physicalsciences.highereducation
https://homepages.see.leeds.ac.uk/~earpwjg/PG_EN/Mypdfs/How%20to%20make%20artificial%20earthquakes_EN_Full.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2001/aug/23/physicalsciences.highereducation
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2001/aug/23/physicalsciences.highereducation
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=05NmTEeXvhs&t=63
https://academic.oup.com/gji/article/224/1/682/5905409
https://scientiamag.org/the-bizarre-lights-over-islamabad-before-the-earthquake-heres-what-experts-say/
https://www.sciencemediacentre.co.nz/2020/09/04/tenth-anniversary-of-the-darfield-earthquake-expert-reaction/
https://www.uni-potsdam.de/en/headlines-and-featured-stories/detail/2022-06-28-blinde-verwerfungen-neue-erkenntnisse-zu-erdbebengefahren-in-kuestenregionen
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s44147-025-00758-x
https://medcraveonline.com/JACCOA/biophysics-and-physiopathogenesis-of-blast-wave-traumatic-injury-narrative-review-part-i.html
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Engineers use Pulse Plasma-Based Shockwave (PPBSW) technology down inside drilled wells for fracking and geothermal drilling. By 
lowering electrodes deep into a borehole directly inside a rock formation and discharging energy to create an immediate underwater/under-
rock plasma channel, the shockwave expands directly into the solid rock without losing energy to the air. [1, 2, 3] 

If a multi-terawatt plasma discharge were generated inside a deep borehole directly traversing a highly tense fault line, the resulting 
localized explosion and plasma-induced cracking would easily be enough to trigger a major natural earthquake. [1] 

Would you like to explore how lightning strikes naturally interact with ground geology, or look deeper into the piezoelectric properties 
of quartz under tectonic stress? [1, 2] 

AI responses may include mistakes. Learn more 
 

20 sites 

 Sparks that signal the shock | Science | The Guardian 

There is some evidence that electromagnetic weapons can cause earthquakes: * **Piezoelectric minerals** Many minerals are piezoele... 
 
 
The Guardian 

 What Are P-Waves and S-Waves? | Cal OES News - CA.gov 

P-waves, or Primary waves, are the first waves to arrive as soon as there's an earthquake. They move very fast, about 3.7 miles pe... 
 
 
Cal OES News (.gov) 

 Unexplained Earthquake Light Phenomenon Finally ... 

and one of the main reasons why it was very difficult to believe the phenomenon existed was actually because of the poor quality o... 
 
9m 
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You said: can lasers and microwave radiation create and direct plasma in the air? 
can lasers and microwave radiation create and direct plasma in the air?  
30 June 2026 

Here are top web results for exploring this topic: 

 
BBC·https://www.bbc.com 

'Directed energy weapon' and other false claims go viral - BBC 

Rumours that the disaster was orchestrated by elites with a laser have been seen by millions. 

 
HAARP·https://haarp.gi.alaska.edu 

FAQ - HAARP 

The ionosphere is created and continuously replenished as the sun's radiation interacts with the highest levels of the Earth's atmosphere. 

 
Facebook·https://www.facebook.com 

Directed Energy Weapon at the South Pole - Facebook 

The concept of lasers, microwaves, energy to produce microwave, laser, and other effects. "HAARPs" can create earthquakes. This system can ... 

 
Wikipedia·https://en.wikipedia.org 

Tectonic weapon - Wikipedia 

A tectonic weapon is a hypothetical device or system which could trigger earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, or other seismic events in specified locations 

 
Quora·https://www.quora.com 

Is it possible to create and use artificial earthquakes ... - Quora 

Underground nuclear explosions make the ground shake, earthquakes can be triggered. Quakes can be triggered for up to a decade or more after ... 

 
SSRN eLibrary·https://papers.ssrn.com 

Tectonic weapons of mass destruction, myth or reality? 

In this article we will show how a catastrophic earthquake of significant magnitude can be triggered by a simple inductance coil. Keywords: ... 

 
CEDMO·https://cedmohub.eu 

Conspiracy theories about “artificial earthquakes” - CEDMO 

It is not a secret weapon – the technologies and equipment involved do not have the physical capacity to affect the planet's lithosphere. 

 
YouTube·https://www.youtube.com 

Can HAARP Cause Earthquakes? - YouTube 

In this video we take a brief look at one of the most asked questions when it comes to Natural Disasters and HAARP, can HAARP cause earthquakes? 

Google Patents·https://patents.google.com 

US4686605A - Method and apparatus for altering a region in ... 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/387805375_Shockwave_and_plasma_assisted_rock_cracking_for_geothermal_drilling
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acs.energyfuels.4c03899
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/308844693_Effect_of_plasma_channel_parameters_on_the_shock-wave_dynamics_at_blast-hole_electro-fracture_of_concrete_lumps
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/387805375_Shockwave_and_plasma_assisted_rock_cracking_for_geothermal_drilling
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2001/aug/23/physicalsciences.highereducation
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=05NmTEeXvhs&t=63
https://support.google.com/websearch?p=aimode
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The radiation is transmitted at a frequency which excites electron cyclotron resonance to heat and accelerate the charged particles. This increase in energy can ... 

 
Skeptics Stack Exchange·https://skeptics.stackexchange.com 

Do the military have the technology to trigger earthquakes? 

Your question boils down to if it is theoretically possible to start an earthquake. The answer to any "is is theoretically possible" question is almost always ... 

You said: what official authorities have accused other countries of using tectonic weapons? 
 

No sitting head of state or active government cabinet has officially or formally accused another country of executing a tectonic 
weapon attack. 

Because artificial earthquakes are a concept barred by the laws of physics over large distances, accusations regarding "seism ic warfare" are 
strictly relegated to individual politicians, state-controlled media outlets, or figures speaking in an unofficial capacity. 

When these claims do surface from authorities or politicians, they generally fall into three distinct historical instances:  

1. The 2023 Turkey–Syria Earthquake Speculations 

Following the catastrophic 7.8 magnitude earthquake that struck Turkey and Syria in February 2023, two notable political figures made 
statements regarding artificial seismic triggers: 

 Diana Iovanovici Șoșoacă (Romanian Senator): In an official address to the Romanian Parliament on February 8, 2023, the far-right 
senator formally accused the United States of utilizing a seismic weapon to cause the disaster, claiming it was a geopolitical attack against 
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan. [1, 2] 

 Serdar Hüseyin Yıldırım (Head of the Turkish Space Agency): A video clip circulated heavily after the earthquake showing Yıldırım 
describing an orbital space weapon capable of launching titanium alloy rods from satellites into the crust to trigger earthquakes. Yıldırım 
immediately issued a clarification, explaining that the video was from an old strategy lecture regarding hypothetical weapons systems, and he 
was not claiming the 2023 disaster was an attack. [1] 

2. The 2010 Haiti Earthquake and the "Chávez" Reports 

Following the devastating earthquake in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, international headlines widely reported that Venezuelan President Hugo 
Chávez had accused the U.S. military of testing a "tectonic weapon". [1, 2] 

 The Reality: Direct investigations into the transcripts showed that Chávez himself never publicly made these statements. The accusation 
actually originated from an opinion piece published on the website of Venezuela's state television channel (ViVe TV), which cited a supposed 
unverified report from Russia's Northern Fleet claiming a U.S. naval exercise in the Caribbean was a disguised seismic weapon test. [1] 

3. Declassified Soviet/U.S. Programs (The Cold War Era) 

While no country has accused another of using them in anger, both the United States and the Soviet Union officially explored the concept of 
"induced seismicity" during the Cold War: 

 Soviet Programs "Mercury" and "Vulkan": Declassified documents and later reports in Russian media (such as Komsomolskaya Pravda 
in 1992) confirmed that the Soviet Ministry of Defence funded secret research in Azerbaijan and Kyrgyzstan. The programs investigated 
using underground nuclear detonations and magnetohydrodynamic (MHD) generators to release built-up stress on distant fault lines. The 
programs were shut down as it became scientifically clear they could not control where the energy traveled.  [1] 

 The ENMOD Treaty: The closest the international community has ever come to an official acknowledgement of these weapons is the 10 
October 1978 UN ENMOD Convention (Convention on the Prohibition of Military or Any Other Hostile Use of Environmental Modification 
Techniques). Signed and ratified by both the US and USSR, this binding international treaty explicitly bans member states from developing or 
using technologies that modify the environment to cause artificial "earthquakes, tsunamis, or changes in climate patterns". [1] 
Would you like to look closer into the text of the UN ENMOD treaty, or explore how clandestine nuclear testing is actually monitored 
today by global seismic networks? [1] 

 

https://cedmohub.eu/conspiracy-theories-about-artificial-earthquakes-the-case-of-turkiye-2023/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tectonic_weapon
https://worldcrunch.com/culture-society/turkey-space-agency-conspiracy-theory/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tectonic_weapon
https://www.livescience.com/8071-chavez-tectonic-weapon-caused-haiti-quake.html
https://venezuelanalysis.com/analysis/5117/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tectonic_weapon
https://euvsdisinfo.eu/report/tectonic-weapons-against-turkey-the-earthquake-happened-as-if-by-order/
https://www.armscontrol.org/act/1998-05/features/false-accusations-undetected-tests-and-implications-ctb-treaty
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