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Spring 2013: The remains of Elbow Lane, from the apex 
looking toward Strickersville.

The Real Elbow of Elbow Lane
Today, only a small portion of Elbow Lane is in Franklin Township. Begin-

ning at Route 896 in London Britain Township, it enters Franklin Township 
at its border with London Britain Township near Flint Hill Road. Elbow Lane 
travels about 1/4 mile  along Franklin Township’s southern border to Apple-
ton Road where it currently ends.  

Prior to the 1930s, when William DuPont purchased thousands of acres 
around this Pennsylvania/Maryland area for his fox hunting retreat, the 
road continued across Appleton Road.  

The road turned sharply north and ended on Strickersville Road not far 
from the Brothers’ Riding development. Its intersection with Strickersville 
Road is now a private road, called Augustine Lane.

As part of his master plan for his Fair Hill retreat, Mr. DuPont blocked 
public access to Elbow Lane and the roadway was abandoned.

The actual “elbow,” from which Elbow Lane received its name, is in Mary-
land. The remains can be seen (if you know where to look) as you hike 
through the new Big Elk Creek Section of White Clay Creek Preserve. 

This hedgerow in the Pennslyania portion of Fair Hill (officially called Big Elk  
Creek Section @ White Clay Creek Preserve) follows the abandoned Elbow Lane.

History Corner

Agriculture Corner Paradocx Vineyard
Paradocx Vineyard is part of a 100 acre 

site located between Crossan Park and 
Flint Hill Road in Franklin Township.  Row 
upon row, about 30 acres in all, of various 
varieties of grapes are grown here.  They 
bought the property in 1994.

The name Paradocx is a play on words 
as two families of doctors, the Harrises 
and the Hoffmans are the principal own-
ers.  In 1998, they planted their first 14 
acres of vines and in 1999 they planted an 
additional 16 acres. It was in 2004 when 
the families decided to make their first 
wines, Viognier and a red table wine. 

David Hoffman is the wine master. cur-
rently Paradocx bottles about 5,000 cases 
of wine a year.

Paradocx Vineyard’s winery, tasting 
room and retail shop are located at 1833 
Flint Hill Road. Here, families can enjoy 
the vineyards on weekends with special 
events, concerts and tastings planned all 
year long. Paradocx also has space at the 
Market at Liberty Place in Kennett Square, 
and the Booth’s Corner Farmers Market in 
Garnet Valley. 

Paradocx  Vineyard says the success of 
the vineyard is because of the “moderat-
ing influences of the Chesapeake and 
Delaware bays and the southern sloping 
mica soils affords a unique mesoclimate 
in the region. This mesoclimate coupled 
with state-of-the-art viticulture practices, 
create a winning combination.”

The real elbow of Elbow Lane.


