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Recycling 

Coordinator Needed
Franklin Township is in need 

of a new Recycling Coordina-
tor. This volunteer is respon-
sible for filing the annual recy-
cling report/grant application 
and promoting recycling in 
our community. 

Since 2000, the Township has 
received over $35,000 in grants 
from the annual recycling 
grant process. 

Please call the Township Of-
fice at 610-255-5212 if inter-
ested. 

Special thanks to Jim Trouba 
for his dedication to this posi-
tion since 2000.  

Thanks to Lou Militana for fill-
ing the Township’s position on 
the SECCRA Board of Directors.

History Corner

Mail-order Houses: A Popular 20th-Century Option
One option to building a new home at 

the beginning of the 1900s was to order a 
kit from a mail order catalog. It came com-
plete with everything you would need to 
construct a house from nails 
to shingles, to pre-cut num-
bered boards, paint and de-
tailed construction manuals. 
The kits would arrive by box 
car and families could then 
hire local carpenters to put 
the kits together or build 
them themselves following 
the detailed instructions. 

Popular mail order compa-
nies included Sears Roebuck, 
Montgomery Ward, Harris 
Brothers and Aladdin. Kit 
houses were sold from 1908, 
when Sears published its first “Book of 
Modern Homes” with 22 styles to choose. 
At the height of popularity in the 1920s 
to 30s, there were over 400 different kits 
to choose from. Most companies had 
stopped producing mail order kit homes 
by 1940.

Mail order kit houses were a popular al-
ternative for a number of reasons. Prior to 
World War II, home/portable power tools 
were not available, which meant pre-cut 

boards were a labor-saving, therefore cost-
saving measure. Second, many companies 
such as Sears offered direct financing, there-
fore families did not need to go to banks to 

finance a mortgage for 
their home. Kit homes 
were a preferred alter-
native for builders be-
fore the advent of tract 
housing construction 
techniques and prefab 
housing after World War 
II.

The American Four-
square was a popular 
mail-order style. It was 
a 2 ½ story house with 
four rooms on the first 
and second floors. The 

Foursquare has a low hipped or pyrami-
dal shaped roof with a dormer window 
and front porch. Franklin Township has an 
example of a mail-order American Four-
square house on New London Road.

The Craftsman or American Bungalow 
style was also popular as a starter home 
for new families. It is typically one story 
with a low sloping roof and wide porch-
es. One such house was built in Franklin 
Township.

Township Directory
Board of Supervisors

Nan Latimer, Chair
Norman Hughes, Vice Chair

Eric Brindle, Member
Paul Overton, Member

Bill Skalish, Member

Administration
Jeffrey Eastburn, AssistAnt township MAnAger

Joan McVaugh, treAsurer

Sharon Norris, secretAry

Eileen Rembecki, secretAry (pArt-tiMe)
Maureen Zdun, secretAry (pArt-tiMe)

Duane Brady, Building inspector And Zoning officer

Contact Information
In person: 

20 Municipal Lane
Kemblesville, Pa. 19347

Office Hours: M-F, 8 am-4 pm

By Phone: 610-255-5212
By Fax: 610-255-0659 

By Mail: 
P. O. Box 118 

Kemblesville, PA 19347
Email: info@franklintownship.us

On the web: www.franklintownship.us

Township Meetings
All Meetings Are held in the Meeting rooM At the township office.

Supervisors’ Work Session–
2nd Wednesday of the month, 7pm

Supervisors’ Board Meeting–
3rd Wednesday of the month, 7pm

Planning Commission-
1st Thursday of the month, 7pm

Historical Architectural Review Board 
and Historic Commission-

1st Tuesday of the month, 7pm
Open Space Committee-

2nd Tuesday, Jan.-May, Aug. & Nov. 7pm

Earned Income Tax Collectors:
Keystone Collections Group

144 Wallace Avenue
Downingtown, PA 19335

610-269-4402 (Customer Service)
888-328-0558 (Employer Hotline)

www.keystonecollects.com

Want more info?
The Township’s website is continuously updated!

www.franklintownship.us 
The Franklin Township Newsletter is published by the 

Franklin Township Board of Supervisors
 and produced by Lucas Communications and Publications.

Franklin Township Supervisor Paul Overton re-
ceived the prestigious DuPont Volunteer Recogni-
tion Award for his volunteer efforts in Franklin Town-
ship. The DuPont Company recognizes annually the 
employees within the company who are dedicated 
volunteers in the community. As part of the award, 
the DuPont Company donated $1,000 to Franklin 
Township’s Open Space Fund.

Left to Right: Hinton Lucas, Jr., DuPont Vice president and assistant gen-
eral counsel; Paul Overton, Bob Brechter, Franklin Township Open Space 
Committee Chairman and Don Johnson, DuPont Senior Vice President

Volunteerism Award for FT Supervisor

American Foursquare kit house 
on New London Road.


