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Want more info?
www.franklintownship.us 

Township Directory
Board of Supervisors
John Auerbach, Chair
Eric Brindle ,Vice Chair
Nan Latimer, Member
Paul Overton, Member
Penny Schenk, Member

Administration
Joan McVaugh,  Township Manager/Treasurer

Jeffrey Eastburn, assisTanT Township Manager

Sharon Norris, secreTary

Eileen Rembecki, secreTary (parT-TiMe)
Duane Brady, Building inspecTor and Zoning officer

Contact Information
In person: 

20 Municipal Lane
Kemblesville, Pa. 19347

Office Hours: M-F, 8 am-4 pm
By Phone: 610-255-5212

By Fax: 610-255-0659 

By Mail:  P. O. Box 118 
Kemblesville, PA 19347

Email: info@franklintownship.us
On the web: www.franklintownship.us

Township Meetings
all MeeTings are held in The MeeTing rooM aT The Township office.

Supervisors’ Board Meeting–
*2nd  Wednesday of the month, 7 pm

3rd Wednesday of the month, 7pm 

Planning Commission-
1st Thursday of the month, 7pm

Historical Architectural Review Board- 
1st Tuesday of the month, 7pm

Historical Commission-
1st Wednesday of the month, 7 pm

Open Space Committee-
To Be Determined in January 2013, 7pm

*(When the monthly agenda is light or there is no 
mandatory business that must be concluded this 

meeting may be cancelled)

Real Estate Tax Collector: 
Berkheimer Associates, 610-599-3143

www.hab-inc.com
Earned Income Tax Collectors:

Keystone Collections Group
144 Wallace Avenue

Downingtown, PA 19335
610-269-4402 (Customer Service)
888-328-0558 (Employer Hotline)

www.keystonecollects.com

The Franklin Township Newsletter is published by the 
Franklin Township Board of Supervisors

 and produced by Lucas Communications and Publications.

Brief History of Mt. Olivet School and Church
At the top of a hill, on Walker Road, over-

looking the fields and creek, once stood 
The Christian Church, a congregation of the 
Society of Christians, a non-denomination-
al congregation.  At some time in its early 
history the site became known more com-
monly as Mt. Olivet 
Church and School. 

Farmers (and broth-
ers) Joseph and John 
Montgomery each 
donated a parcel of 
land for the Church 
and brother David 
Montgomery donat-
ed an additional par-
cel for the graveyard.

The structure was 
two-storied and fea-
tured triple brick walls 
on a stone foundation with oak mortise and 
tendon beams.  The upstairs was the sanc-
tuary and the lower level was the school. 
The building was damaged beyond repair 
when a large Linden tree fell onto it. All that 
remains today is the foundation and some 
ruins of the building.

Records indicate that since the early 1900s 
a series of trustees have been responsible for 
the property. First, Albert Walker (think Walk-
er Road). He passed the stewardship on to 
Less Cundiff, who maintained the property 
for many years. Township residents Charles 
McVaugh and his son Charles McVaugh, Jr. 
are the current trustees for the site.

The McVaughs have worked at the site to 

uncover about 20 of the gravestones in the 
graveyard. They think there may be more 
graves at the site but the markers are no 
longer visible or have been removed by 
vandals. There is no way to know for sure 
because the church’s records were lost. 

Among the people 
buried at this site were 
Joseph Jackson (oldest 
grave), Gillie Meconkey, 
Harlan family members, 
Montgomery family 
members, Delilah Pow-
ell, and Margaret Jones 
(newest grave, dated 
1925). The McVaugh’s 
also found a few un-
named pauper graves 
along one edge of the 
site. 

Charles found Joel Harlan’s will in Chester 
County’s records. According to his will, a 
friend was to place granite curbing around 
this family’s gravesites and maintain the site. 
The granite curbing still exists at the site.

The church was available to any congre-
gations that needed a place to worship. 
Itinerant preachers from around the com-
munity would take turns preaching at 
the church. Local newspapers would an-
nounce the services.

Mt. Olivet School served children in the 
southwest corner of Franklin Township until 
1957 when Kemblesville Elementary School 
was completed and all the one-room school 
houses in the area were closed.

History Corner

A photo of Mt. Olivet Church and School 
from Franklin Township’s photo collection.

Most people think of summer as a time of 
sun and relaxation. However this summer 
nine young Avon Grove students in first 
through seventh grade spent three morn-
ings working together and having fun while 
making their world a nicer place to live. 
We’ve Got Your Back Service Camp featured 

three days of service projects planned and 
implemented by the young campers. 

One of those days of service was at Crossan 
Park as the two large flower beds neighbor-
ing the tennis courts were weeded and then 
planted with brightly blooming flowers.

“We encouraged them to try to figure 
out what kind of service they enjoy do-
ing,” says Molly Nur, who organized the 
camp, “and then turn their week of ser-
vice into a life of service.”

Campers included: Connor Gray, Ava 
Gray, Leah Gray, Avi Poddar, and Sha-
hana Poddar of West Grove and Amelia 
Nur, James Nur, Sophia VanLith, and 
Hannah VanLith of Landenberg.  

Young Summer Campers Volunteer at Crossan Park


