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Texts for Wednesday March 25, 2020 Lenten Worship

In the name of the Father,

and of the * Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, |
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and
of the *F Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Prayer of the Day

Almighty God, by your Holy Spirit you have made us one with your saints in heaven and on
earth; Help us to see your presence burning in the hearts of others; grant that we may be
united in a fellowship of love and prayer; to be your hand and heart in the world; enable us to
witness to your grace and mercy. We pray all this through the love of your son, Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Reading 1 Samuel 16:1-13

The LORD said to Samuel, "How long will you grieve over Saul? | have rejected him from being
king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; | will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for
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I have provided for myself a king among his sons." 2Samuel said, "How can | go? If Saul hears of
it, he will kill me." And the LORD said, "Take a heifer with you, and say, 'l have come to sacrifice
to the LORD.' 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and | will show you what you shall do; and you shall
anoint for me the one whom | name to you." “Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and
came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, "Do you come
peaceably?" °He said, "Peaceably; | have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and
come with me to the sacrifice." And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the
sacrifice.

®When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, "Surely the LORD's anointed is nhow before
the LORD." 7But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not look on his appearance or on the height of
his stature, because | have rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on
the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart." Then Jesse called Abinadab, and
made him pass before Samuel. He said, "Neither has the LORD chosen this one." °Then Jesse
made Shammah pass by. And he said, "Neither has the LORD chosen this one." %Jesse made
seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, "The LORD has not chosen any
of these." 'Samuel said to Jesse, "Are all your sons here?" And he said, "There remains yet the
youngest, but he is keeping the sheep." And Samuel said to Jesse, "Send and bring him; for we
will not sit down until he comes here." 2He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and
had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, "Rise and anoint him; for this is the
one." 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and
the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out
and went to Ramah.

The Holy Gospel according to Mark the twelfth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord

280ne of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing that he
answered them well, he asked him, "Which commandment is the first of all?" 2°Jesus answered,
"The first is, 'Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; 3*°you shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your
strength.' 3'The second is this, 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no other
commandment greater than these." 32Then the scribe said to him, "You are right, Teacher; you
have truly said that 'he is one, and besides him there is no other'; 33and 'to love him with all the
heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the strength,' and 'to love one's neighbor as
oneself,' — this is much more important than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices." 3*When
Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, "You are not far from the kingdom of God."
After that no one dared to ask him any question.

3While Jesus was teaching in the temple, he said, "How can the scribes say that the Messiah is
the son of David? 3®David himself, by the Holy Spirit, declared,

'The Lord said to my Lord,

"Sit at my right hand,

until | put your enemies under your feet.



37David himself calls him Lord; so how can he be his son?" And the large crowd was listening to
him with delight.

38As he taught, he said, "Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and to be
greeted with respect in the marketplaces, 3°and to have the best seats in the synagogues and
places of honor at banquets! “°They devour widows' houses and for the sake of appearance say
long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation."

41He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the treasury.
Many rich people put in large sums. A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins,
which are worth a penny. ¥Then he called his disciples and said to them, "Truly | tell you, this
poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury. **For all of
them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything
she had, all she had to live on."

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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