
Your Complete Guide to 
Buying a Home in Kenosha
Buying a home is one of the biggest financial and personal decisions you'll ever make 4 

but it doesn't have to feel overwhelming. As local Kenosha real estate experts who help 

families buy homes every single week, Aalia and I have put together this step-by-step 

guide so you'll know exactly what to expect.

Whether this is your first home or your fifth, this guide will walk you through the entire 

process 4 from saving and searching to moving in and making it yours.



The Complete Home Buying Journey
Your path to homeownership in Kenosha follows a clear, proven process. Each step builds on the last, ensuring you're prepared, protected, and confident throughout your 

journey.

01

Get Finances Ready
Check credit score, save for down payment, establish budget

02

Get Pre-Approved
Secure mortgage pre-approval to set buying budget

03

Choose Local Realtor
Partner with experienced Kenosha real estate team

04

Search for Homes
Define criteria and tour properties that match your needs

05

Make Strong Offer
Submit competitive offer with proper contingencies

06

Complete Inspection
Thoroughly evaluate property condition and negotiate repairs

07

Finalize Financing
Complete appraisal and underwriting process

08

Close & Move In
Sign documents, get keys, and enjoy your new home



Step 1: Get Your Finances in Order
Before you start scrolling Zillow at midnight, let's talk numbers. Getting your financial foundation solid is the most important step 4 and it sets you up 

for success in every step that follows.

Credit Score
A higher score equals better loan terms. 

Aim for 620+ minimum, but higher is always 

better. Every 20-point increase can save 

you thousands over the life of your loan.

Down Payment
While 20% is traditional, many Wisconsin 

programs allow 335% down, and some even 

less. First-time buyer programs can help you 

get in with minimal cash down.

Total Budget
Don't just think monthly mortgage 

payment. Factor in property taxes, 

homeowner's insurance, maintenance costs, 

and potential HOA fees for a complete 

picture.

ä  Pro Tip: Talk to a lender early in the process. We work with trusted local Kenosha lenders who understand Wisconsin programs and can 

guide you through all your financing options.



Step 2: Get Pre-Approved for a Mortgage
This isn't just "window shopping approval." A pre-approval letter tells Kenosha sellers 

you're serious 4 and it sets your realistic buying budget. In today's competitive market, 

many sellers won't even consider offers without pre-approval.

What You'll Need:

Recent pay stubs and W-2s

Bank statements from all accounts

Credit report authorization

Documentation of any other income or assets

What You'll Get:

Clear picture of your buying power

Estimated monthly payments

Pre-approval letter for offers

Rate lock options in some cases

In Kenosha's competitive market, pre-approval 

is often the difference between getting the 

house or losing it to another buyer.



Step 3: Partner With a Local Realtor
This is where we come in, and it makes all the difference. Having an experienced Kenosha real estate team on your side means you're getting hyper-local 

expertise that online tools simply can't provide.

Neighborhood Expertise
We know every corner of Kenosha 4 from 

downtown's historic charm to Pleasant Prairie's 

family-friendly developments to Salem Lakes' 

quiet community feel. Each area has unique 

character, pricing, and lifestyle benefits.

Market Knowledge
We track local pricing trends, inventory levels, 

and seasonal patterns. This insider knowledge 

helps you make smart offers and avoid 

overpaying in any market condition.

Skilled Negotiation
We negotiate hard for you on every detail 4 

purchase price, repair credits, closing costs, and 

contingencies. Our goal is protecting your 

interests while making competitive offers.



Step 4: Start the Home Search
Now comes the fun part! But successful home searching is more strategic than scrolling through pretty pictures online. Together, we'll create a focused 

search that saves time and finds the right fit.

Define Your Priorities
Location Preferences:

Near Lake Michigan for waterfront lifestyle?

Close to I-94 for easy commuting?

Walking distance to top-rated schools?

Downtown Kenosha for urban amenities?

Home Features:

Move-in ready or fixer-upper project?

Size requirements for growing family?

Single-story vs. multi-level living?

Garage, basement, or outdoor space needs?

ä  We'll set up a personalized MLS search so you see new 

listings the moment they hit the market 4 often hours before 

they appear on public websites like Zillow.



Step 5: Tour Homes & Make an Offer
Once you find "the one," we move quickly and strategically. In Kenosha's market, good homes don't last long, so having a plan for strong offers is 

essential.

1

Market Analysis
We research recent comparable sales to 

determine fair market value and position your 

offer competitively without overpaying.

2

Offer Strategy
We'll craft an offer that includes appropriate 

earnest money, smart contingencies, and 

terms that appeal to the seller while 

protecting you.

3

Negotiation
Our job is making your offer stand out in 

competitive situations while safeguarding 

your interests throughout the negotiation 

process.

Key Offer Components:

Offer Price: Based on thorough market analysis and your budget

Earnest Money: Shows serious intent (typically 1-2% of offer price)

Contingencies: Inspection, financing, and appraisal protections

Timeline: Closing date that works for both parties



Step 6: Home Inspection & Negotiations
After your offer is accepted, we schedule a professional home inspection 4 your chance to look "under the hood" before finalizing your purchase.

What Gets Inspected
Structural Elements: Foundation, framing, roof condition

Major Systems: HVAC, electrical, and plumbing

Safety Features: Smoke detectors, carbon monoxide detectors

Exterior: Siding, windows, doors, drainage

Interior: Floors, walls, ceilings, appliances

After the Inspection
You'll receive a detailed report highlighting any issues found. We'll review it together and 

determine which items warrant seller attention 4 either through repairs, credits, or price 

adjustments.

Most inspection issues are minor and easily resolved. Major problems are rare, but when they occur, we'll negotiate solutions that protect your 

investment.



Step 7: Appraisal & Underwriting
While you're handling the inspection, your lender is working behind the scenes to finalize your loan. Two critical steps happen during this phase.

Professional Appraisal
The lender orders an independent appraisal to confirm the home's market 

value matches your loan amount. The appraiser evaluates comparable 

recent sales, property condition, and local market factors.

If appraisal comes in low: Don't panic. We have several options including 

renegotiating price, bringing additional cash to closing, or requesting a 

second opinion.

Final Underwriting
The underwriter reviews all documentation one final time 4 your income, 

assets, credit, and the property details. They may request additional 

documents or explanations.

Stay responsive: Quick responses to underwriter requests keep your 

closing on schedule. Avoid major purchases or credit changes during this 

period.



Closing Day! ï
The finish line is here 4 time to make it official and get your keys!

1

Final Walkthrough
We'll tour the home one last time to ensure agreed-upon 

repairs were completed and the property is in expected 

condition.

2

Document Signing
You'll review and sign all loan documents, transfer papers, 

and closing statements. The title company handles all the 

paperwork details.

3

Fund Transfer
Your lender wires the loan funds, you provide your down 

payment and closing costs, and all money gets distributed 

appropriately.

4

Keys in Hand
Once everything is signed and funded, you receive the keys 

to your new Kenosha home. Congratulations 4 you're 

officially a homeowner!

ä  Pro Tip: Bring a valid ID, a pen, and maybe some tissues 4 closing day is often emotional! Plan for 1-2 hours at the title company.



Step 8: Move In & Enjoy Your New Home
Now comes the absolute best part: unpacking, decorating, and creating memories in your new Kenosha home. But the transition doesn't have to feel 

overwhelming.

First Week Priorities
Change locks for security and peace of mind

Update address with bank, employer, insurance

Set up utilities and internet service

Locate main water shutoff and electrical panel

Test smoke and carbon monoxide detectors

Getting Settled
Register kids for Kenosha schools if applicable

Find local grocery stores and pharmacies

Connect with neighbors and community groups

Schedule any needed maintenance or improvements

Our Continued Support
Our relationship doesn't end at the closing table. We're always here with 

recommendations for:

Trusted local contractors and handymen

Home maintenance and improvement tips

Kenosha community events and activities

The best pizza spots in town! ¶

We love staying connected with our clients and seeing how 

they make their houses into homes. Send us photos of your new 

space!



Why Work With Us?
We're not just Realtors 4 we're your neighbors. We live, work, and raise our families right here in Kenosha County. When you work with our team, you're getting partners who are 

personally invested in your success.

True Local Expertise
We know every Kenosha neighborhood intimately 4 from market 

trends and school districts to the best coffee shops and future 

development plans.

Fierce Advocacy
We negotiate like it's our own money on the line, fighting for every 

dollar and protecting your interests throughout the entire transaction.

Clear Guidance
You'll never wonder what's happening next. We provide step-by-step 

guidance and proactive communication every step of the way.

Ready to Start Your Home Search?
Let's turn your homeownership dreams into reality. We're here to guide you through every step of the process 

with the expertise and personal attention you deserve.

Call or text us at 262-331-1621


