
February 16th, 2018 held at the Desert Willow Conference Center,
Phoenix, AZ

Hosted By

AzCAAR



Conference Recap and 
AzCAARHighlights

AzCAAR2018 AACOD



The 2018 conference featured speakers, disability subject matter experts, advocates, academics, and 
professionals from the state of Arizona and across the country.

The conference held 24 workshops and featured over 30 exhibitors

Welcoming Remarks: J.J. Rico, Executive Director, Arizona Center for Disability Law

Opening Remarks: Connie Robinson, Chair, AzCAARand Roy Dawson, Executive Director, AzCAAR

Key Note Speaker: Adrian Fontes, Maricopa County Recorder, Arizona

Guest Speaker:Reginald Bolding, Arizona State Representative, Legislative District 27

Special Speaker: Thomas Hicks, Vice Chair, U.S. Election Assistance Commission, (Washington, D.C.) 
Appointed by President Obama
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Keynote Speaker: Adrian Fontes, Maricopa County 
Recorder, comments on all things voting and 
election related in Maricopa County. He challenged 
attendees to encourage their family, friendsand 
colleagues who are not register to vote to do so.

Guest Speaker: Reginald Bolding, Arizona State 
Representative, District 27, spoke on the need to 
become informed and aware of legislation being 
proposed and passed at the state level, with an 
emphasis on how it impacts persons with 
disabilities. AzCAAR2018 AACOD



Special Speaker: Thomas Hicks, Commission & Vice Chair, U.S. Election Assistance Commission, 
appointed by President Obama, flew in from Washington, D.C. to discuss the latest events from a 
national perspective regarding elections and voting. AzCAAR2018 AACOD



AzCAARat the Conference

As a co-host of the conference, AzCAARassisted with 
conference development with Ability360 and the 
Arizona Center for Disability Law, gave the opening 
remarks and held 4 workshops pertaining to African 
American children on the topics of child welfare, 
education, health care, and  juvenile justice. 
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Connie Robinson, Chair, AzCAAR, and Roy Dawson, Executive Director, AzCAAR, give their 
opening remarks and discussed the mission and vision of AzCAARto improve the lives of 
America Americans in Arizona.
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Child Welfare workshop panelists, Anika Robinson, Kris Jacober, Leslie 
Reprogle, and May Mgboluaddress a full workshop on the foster care 
system and its disproportionate impact on African American children.
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Å Dr. CarlianDawson, AzCAARBoard Member, addresses the workshop on early education issues 
facing African American children in Arizona.

Å Health Care panelists, YomairaDiaz-Castillo, IlceAlexander, Katherine Levandowsky, Dr. Monica 
Ennis, and Patricia Neff discuss sudden unexpected infant death (SUID).    AzCAAR2018 AACOD



Roy Dawson, Executive Director, AzCAAR, explains 
disproportionality in the juvenile justice system for 
African American youth in Arizona before the panelists 
discuss their challenges and opportunities. AzCAAR2018 AACOD


