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Conference Synopsis

The 2019 African American Conference on Disabilities is a unique comprehensive all-day conference and 
is the only one of its kind in the United States that addresses the intersection between race and 
disabilities. The conference examines avenues for self-advocacy to ensure the effective provision of 
services, resources and enforcement of civil rights in the African American and Disability communities.

The vision of the conference is to form a society where individuals with disabilities enjoy full acceptance 
without barriers.

We hope this synopsis on the 2019 conference will give you a better understanding of the work that we 
are doing, the daily challenges that individuals with disabilities face and how we can educate ourselves, 
our family, friends, colleagues, and co-workers to make a positive difference. 
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The 2019 conference featured speakers, disability subject matter experts, advocates, academics, and 
professionals throughout the state of Arizona and across the country. The conference held 24 unique 
workshops and featured over 30 exhibitors, all with an emphasis on disabilities. 

Welcoming Remarks: J.J. Rico, Executive Director, Arizona Center for Disability Law

Opening Remarks: wƻȅ 5ŀǿǎƻƴΣ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΣ !½/!!wΤ .ŀǊǊȅ ²ƻƴƎΣ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ 9ǉǳŀƭ 
hǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ aŀǊƛŀ CǳŜƴǘŜǎΣ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻƴ ¸ƻǳǘƘΣ CŀƛǘƘ ϧ CŀƳƛƭȅ 

Key Note Speaker: Thomas Hicks, Commissioner, U.S. Election Assistance Commission, Washington, D.C.

Guest Speaker:Reginald Bolding, Arizona State Representative, Legislative District 27

Closing Speaker: Shawn Aleong, Civil Rights & Disability Advocate, Student at Temple University, 
Philadelphia, PA, majoring in Legal Studies and minoring in Entrepreneurship & Real Estate
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Proclamation and Opening Speakers: aŀǊƛŀ /Ǌƛǎǘƛƴŀ CǳŜƴǘŜǎΣ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΣ !½ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ 
Youth, Faith & Family ŀƴŘ .ŀǊǊȅ ²ƻƴƎΣ W5Σ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΣ !½ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ 9ǉǳŀƭ 
Opportunity, read Governor 5ǳŎŜȅΩǎProclamation and give the opening remarks for the 
conference. 2019 AACD



Keynote Speaker: Thomas Hicks, Commissioner, 
U.S. Election Assistance Commission, appointed by 
President Obama, flew in from Washington, D.C. to 
discuss the latest events from a national 
perspective regarding elections, voting and 
election disaster assistance.

Guest Speaker: Reginald Bolding, Arizona State 
Representative, District 27, spoke on the latest 
legislation and proposals at the state level, with an 
emphasis on how the legislation impacts 
individuals with disabilities.
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Dr. CarlianDawson, representing AZCAAR, 
discusses the adverse effects of trauma throughout 
the life of African American Children.
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Anna Branson, Esq, Udall Shumway, and Amanda 
Glass, Esq, Equal Justice Works Fellow, delve into 
special education topics geared towards attorneys.



Reginald Laister, Jr, Employer Relations Coordinator, 
{!!±LΣ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜǎ ŀ ΨŘŀȅ-in-the-ƭƛŦŜέ ƻŦ ŀ ōƭŀŎƪ ōƭƛƴŘ 
person and the resources available to make life 
easier. 2019 AACD

WŀƴŜƭƭŜ ²ƻƻŘΣ .ƭŀŎƪ aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ CƻǊǳƳΣ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ǘƘŜ 
disproportionate suspensions of African American 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ŀŘǾŜǊǎŜ 
mental effects. 



Corey Lovato, Esq, AZ Center for Disability Law, 
(middle panelist) leads a panel discussion on the 
laws governing service animals along with the 
rights of people who use them. 2019 AACD

Nikki Hicks, heads a panel representing the Phoenix 
Police Department on their community 
engagement and outreach efforts relating to 
individuals with disabilities.


