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OUR WEBSITE
www.hanticokehistoryonline.org

EMAIL
Office email i nhs63@comcast.net

OFFICERS and STAFF
President/Treasurer: Chester Zaremba

Vice-President: Judith L. Minsavage
Secretary/Membership Coordinator: Charlotte Dudkowski
Director of Events and Activities : Tania Gronkowski
Archivist: John Sherrick
Director of Operations : John Telencho

Nanticoke Legacy Editor News and Stories. Website : Judith L. Minsavage
Building and Grounds: Mike Passetti
President Emerita i Julianna Zarzycki

With heartfelt gratitude, we thank our supporters wh

ose gifts of time, effort, and

monetary support helped to make our basket raffle fundraiser such a wonderful
success. Wealso thank the following for their generosity.

Antonio's Pizza
Austie's Restaurant
Brickhouse Pizza
City of Nanticoke
Crown Fried Chicken
Earth Conservancy of Ashley
Marty's Pizza
Morris Family Restaurant
Murt's Desserts and Bakery
Nanticoke Fitness Center
Nanticoke Conservation Club
People's Security Bank
R Bar
Tarnowski's Kielbasa
Quality Times
Weis Market
Paul and Heidi Jarecki
And All the Individual Doners who Made This Event Possible
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UPCOMI NG EVENTS
June 27i City of Nanticoke Big Bang: 250" Anniversary Celebration

The Society will join the ci tandiversap andéhdmatioamarkdlis@50i ¢ dk e

birthday.We will also have a booth attlieei t y 6 s HentheldBianzgrne County Community College.

July 47 Wyoming Massacre Memorial Event, Wyoming Monument, Wyoming Avenue, Forty Fort
The Society will take part in this meaningful historic commemoraiiplacing awreath at thenonument.

August 157 Pysanky EggDecorating Workshop
Artist Stephanie Jennings leads this haodgrogram at West Side Park, 389 W. Grand Street, Nanticoke. Create t
eggs (one guided and one of your own), enjoy a brief history of pysanky, and browse pysanky available for purcl
Fee: $40 per person; kietsare availabl®nline at www.nanticokehistoryonline.orgvith $2.000nline processing
fee) Extras: Pysanky books available.

Septemberi Annual Society Potluck Picnic
Join us at the Samantha Mill House, 495 East Main Street, Nanticoke, for our annual potluck picnic. Date: To be
announced. Bring a dish to share and eigsyy food baked goods, and fellowshifun and plenty of memories

October 241 Tea Leaf Reading Workshop
Join Dr. Genel Gronkowski at the Samantha Mill House, 495 East Main Street, Nanticoke, for an engaging works
on tea leaf reading. Learn the basics of tasseography, explore its history, and try reading your own leaves in a g
setting. Fee: $40 per mam; tickets available online atvw.nanticokehistoryonline.orgwith $2.00online processing
fee)

Decemberi Christmas Party T details to be announced.

For More Events and Details- Follow us on Facebook and our Websitaanticokehistoryonline.org.

vy 2 2. WIth All My Love, Doc

Former Greater Nanticoke Area and Wilkes -University graduate Debbie
Hynoski Burnetti announce d 6 1IJ1 FOUIJs FOAY Yt Ol DG ¢t e Oy |i
Amazon KDP (paperback and Kindle). Burnetti penned the story of her parents
from photos and letter sthey exchanged when her father was stationed in New

Pizza onMarket Street, has been making pizza on the same corner for 62
years. Debbie and her husband Jim now reside in Washington D.C.

DEBORAH HYNOSKI BURNETTI
& SGT JOSEPH M. HYNOSKI

A Heartfelt Journey of Love, Valor, and Tragedy
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Letter from the Editor

Dear Readers:

NANTICOKE - 100YEARS (1926 2026)

e . S5 =%
Congratulations to the City of Nanticoke on the passing of hundred 1
yearsshenonJ anuary 1 of 1926 the titleNANTlCOKE

and started becoming a way of life.

2 C ams

We also at this time honor the families who traveled here with little
more than a suitcase and hope for a better life. They brought their language
recipes, songs, religious beliefs, and determination to work. They built hom
raised children, and leftsua history of Nanticoke that we have to share and to
pass on to future generations thanks to the efforts of the Nanticoke Historice
Society.

The city has changed over the years. The rise and fall of coal mdust(y,
neighborhoods changing, decisions to be made on arckaaging
landscape. We have experienced and continue to remember the fortitude ¢
city leaders who gave time and effort toddbe challenges and make those
tough decisions.

May Na n tify centdneiad lse more than a milestone; may it be a homecoming. We at the Nanticoke
Historical Society serve not only our local residents but those across this country and across the sea supplying
information on all those who came before Mgy the next hundred years be filled with the same strength that found
this city, the same warmth that welcomed newcomers, and the same hope that has carried Nanticoke through e
changing season. Hereds to the future.

Judy Minsavage, Editor

IN MEMORY OF:

Nanticoke Historical Society member Phillip John Shern who passed on
May 9, 2026, at the age afighty-four, having been born on November 18,
1941, and residing in Centreville, Virginia. May he rest in peace
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The President 6 sf

By Chet Zaremba

AslsitinthePl 13t RT WUqk+ WHY 011 Wf WHc (8
bagecqlWYnWas e Rt qYIl RACOGWEYHRIq! L

the society was then.

Way back machine activated, | see some people in the Chet Zaremba, Nanticoke Historical Society
basement of the city building with an idea of creating an President
YINneURAGqRYUWqY W WGWAGAHD! Waqd WWERE qYIl ! WYnlW ¢ UqRAEYE IJH
T YOk qWée 20 WqRA NWaYWARWRO2Y G217 omWLWf W 131 Wa 6 136 Wa 131 q A
hear one of the men inattendantJ Wt ¢! RUNAWBLNS Rt Ws RAGWact qut R+ WG YUq6t

Turning the dial ahead a few years | see that they have bought a computer and now rent a single room in
the Manse of the First Presbyterian Church. They have begun collecting items and artifacts of Nanticoke.

They have moved to the second floor of the Samantha Mill House and now have two rooms and their
collection is growing. A year or two later, they took over the whole building with all the old and varied furniture
left behind by another tenant. | see thathe organization has grown and is quickly becoming a staple in the
community.

Way back machine has shut down and now | only have a view of the present from my corner. What | se¢

is a number of people scurrying around, each with their own job or interest.

One man is entering another obituary to go with the twentiyvo thousand others he has entered.
Someone is writing checks and keeping all the bills paid so the lights stay on. Another is working on a major
project to bring money into the organization sotat those checks can be written. There is a copy of what
CGGUCEIl t WaqYWAWWE WaecNEARUDWHCECGOUT Wb ¢UqRHEYT UWx INE H! H
done to keep the organization viable. On another day | see everyone working togetheingonvhatever they have
to do to benefit the Society.

| also notice the condition of their surroundings, walls recently paintedand top notch carpeting
throughout. | see new matching furniture and custoramade bookcases. There appears to be three computers,
scanners, and printers. Looks like these people really got it all together. | see a wonderful group of people who
have brought thisorganization to where it is today®

f Wt RgWROWG! wWeY! U1 We Ul W6 RUt All/mbs 6 ¢ qle Ws YUT Il ne
RESEARCHISWHAT/WEDO

DO YOU/WANTTO LEARNMORE ABOUTITHE HISTORY OF YOUR FAMILY; CLLUBS| ASSOCIATIONS “BUSINESSES, A
WE AREYOURGO TO/PLACE TO-RESEARIERAST.

OUROFFICE/HOURS'ARE)MONDAY: THROUGH/FRIDAY 9/AXM.'TO 2 P.M.
NOW ORFERINGEVENINGS AND SATURDAYS/BY APRPOINTMENT

CALLIUS'AT 5%258-1367
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Congratulations to our Friends at the Nanticoke
Conservation Club Celebraing their 75th
Anniversary

Established April 4, 1951

NANTICOKE k

Fen 1952
N7

By Tania Gronkowski

The Nanticoke Conservation Club was incorporated on April 4,
1951. It had originally been called Camp 272 of Nanticoke, Penna., and
then the Nanticoke Rod & Gun Club. It had a membership of over one ;'!‘-&’é;‘%

hundred members and dues were $1 per year. The originatbrporators \\qj (
were Joseph Vargo, Wilke®arre; Edward Sklaney, Alden: Alfred J. 2026 =

Skuzinski, Charles Krol and Eugene Tuzinski all of Nanticoke. 757% gﬁoﬂq/

For 75 years, the club has been an active organization for

: P — hunters, fishermen and outdoor
enthusiasts. Its goal remains to protect, preserve and manage our area
wildlife and natural resources, to protect local watersheds, improve wildlife
¢ habitat, and to offer outdoor programs for area youth.

The club provides countless hours of volunteer work such as the
Nanticoke City Wide Earth Day Clean Up, the spring and fall clearp of
ACaNE B ccl 210! kt WOl Ut WROW Wt qw ¢UqRAYL IALWE
Some Proud Members - Nanticoke ~ foadsides in the area. Other activities includeonstructing fish habitats for
Conservation Club local lakes, stocking trout, planting trees on mine reclamation areas,
establishing an American Chestnut tree grove, caring for the Susquehanna Warrior Trail and Search Cemetery
in Shickshinny, and distributing damaged warehouse products to over forty organizations.

Throughout the year the club offers ice fishing lessons, hosts a kids __2
trout fishing day, sponsors a bass fishing tournament on the Susquehanna
River, participates in Heritage Days at Frances Slocum, distributes candy a
Halloween in the Park, offers a turky shoot with a youth division, . Fishing Day - Sponsored by the
purchases gifts for families in need during the holidays, and participates in ~ Nanticoke Conservation Club .
the City of Nanticoke Christmas Parade.

The club supports the area youth by partnering with local scouts to assist them in attaining their Eagle
Scout or Gold Awards, judging projects at the Luzerne CountyH Review, and by presenting the Greater
Nanticoke Area Environmental Award to a studeniho has made an impact in the environmental field.

With well over one hundred members in the club, they are proud that one fourth of the membership has
achieved Honorary Level. This distinction goes to an individual with 25 years of service. The Nanticoke
Historical Society would like to congratulate theNanticoke Conservation Club on 75 years of outstanding work.
Thank you to all of the officers and members, both past and present, for making a positive impact on our
community . ®
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Basket Raffle and e ;m
Exhibition Marked Two : (D
Celebrations

Eventcelebratel Nant i coke®™ Ci t
Birthday an dUpdorimg258at i
Birthday

IR A
. City memorabilia and artifacts from the Nanticoke
By ‘JUdy Mmsavage Historical Society collections w ere on display, several of
the items had never been exhibited before.

§UWEcqeal T ¢! AW~¢! W=OWs 1w L
100" anniversary as a city and the upcoming 2580birthday of our nation. It also offered a look into the past
through a virtual trolley ride that recalled the days when electric streetcars carried passengers through the city
and surrounding area.

Tania Gronkowski Dlrector of Events and Actlvmes created
an engaging theme that ; !
guided visitors past the
many stores and
businesses that once lined

¢cUqRAYTt Ukt W
and memorabilia brought
that era to life. Gronkowski
presented the history of the
Nanticoke trolley system, which was convenient and affordable,
though as history shows throughstories and videowas at times dangerous.

Visitors had fun getting their picture taken on
the Nanticoke & Newport Trolley .

Trolley onductor Tania Grk‘0\'/vski.
sells tickets to hopeful winners.

Although the rain fell steadily,
visitors continued to come through the
doors of the Cultural Centre of St. Faustina
w at 38 West Church Street. Many hoped to
e . B win one of the more tharfifty baskets on
Visitors enjoyed our Bakedand display or enjoy a dish of haluskiPorchetta

Food Saleitems . Sandwiches, or one of the many other
entree_s offered by O_u_r food People enjoyed the NHS videos of
coordinator, Sally Billings. The trolleys traveling through Nanticoke
bake sale, managed by Sally and the surrounding area.
Gorgas, featured a wide variety of
| treats, including chocolate cupcakes with peanut butter icing, cream
cheese tarts, Tandy cake, and pistacR Y lUH ¢ t IJIOWIE 2 | Wb~ R
: Dudkowski, Society Membership Coordinator, signed in and welcomed
Celebrating the upcoming 250th b'”hday new members to the society. Visitors enjoyed a video set to cheerful

of our nation with a display from the NHS . .
| Archives. background music that showed trolleys traveling up and down the

b

t



streets. Some sat and shared stories, recalling the sights, sounds, and sensation of the emarcking floor
beneath their feet.

One of our main focuses was to celebrate our country as it approaches
its 250" birthday on July 4. The occasion gave us time to reflect on our freedoms
and the flag under which we are fortunate to live. We also paid tribute to

; ¢cUqRAYt Ukt W Rt q¢ Uq LW
Paleo-Indian artifacts, memorabilia, and
other items that told the story of Nanticoke
before it became a settlement and aleo-Indian Artifacts on .
temporary loan from the collection

eventually a city. of Roy T. Brown

We were honored to
. welcome Mayor Kevin Coughlin of
our Volunteers Nanticoke and City Manager Donna
Wall and her husbandformer Nanticoke City Police Chief,TomWall as
our guests. They also helped draw the basket raffle winners. We thank
them, along with everyone who contributed to the success of this event.! :

. We are especia!ly grateful to the businesses and organizgtions Vs Nanticoke Mayor, Km C&]gh"n‘ and
listed on page 2 for their basket donations. We also thank the City of Donna Wall, City Manager, picked the
Nanticoke for their basket full of summer fun, the late Phil Shern for his  winning numbers for our basket raffle.
Penn State tickets donation,Paul and Heidi Jareckior the Weis Market

) Gift Certificate and those who donated to our basket of cheer and lottery
board. We alsoappreciate the many individual monetary donations and
baskets that made our fundraiser a success.

The Society is proud of its achievement over the last 30

years. We pledge to continue to bring the stories of

] : Nanticoke and its people to the forefront so all

ur Special Baskets were generations can learn the history of our city. We will
definitely favorites. continue to provide events that educate as well and

entertain. Happy 108 AnniversaryNanticoke!!!

riox

This early 1900's day-
dress has never been
displayed due to its
delicate condition.

We celebrated our H R q10GsH anniversary
with a brief history of its journey from |
Nanticoke village to a city. The WaIIs of the Cultural Centre were filled
with the history of the trolley system as well
as most of the fine stores and businesses
that once lined the streets of Nanticoke.




N an t | CcCoO k e Hl S t O I Greater Nanticoke Area ()
Presents Schol ar e €=

ByJudy Minsavage

Thanks to generous contributions to our scholarship fund, the
Nanticoke Historical Society was able to award two $1,000 scholarships to
Greater Nanticoke Area seniors in recognition of outstanding academic and
career andtechnical achievement on Greater Nanticoke Area High School
Class Day, held on June 5.

John S. Tomko Sr. Academic Award CLASS DAY
This honorary award, funded through a scholarship donatiomade byJohn S. June 5,2026
Tomko Jr., was presented té\lexandra Skillens . - ’

George E. ShernCareer-Technical Award
This honorary award, funded througla scholarship donation made byMrs. Stephanie Shernwas presented to
Chak Watt.

In the newly renovated auditorium, Greater Nanticoke Area seniors
were called to receive awards irsixty-five scholarship categories, each
recognizing excellence and achievement during the 2022026 academic
year.

With the auditorium filled with mothers, fathers, grandparents,
family members, and friends of the graduates the evening began with an
. invocation by Class Vice President
Joshua Guszak, followed by the
Pledge of Allegiance. Class
Treasurer Caileigh Reilly welcomed 3
those in attendance, while Class

NHS was honored Secretary, Alexandra Skillens

S. Tomko Sr. Academic award to GNA addressed the audience with an

senior Alexandra Skillens . inspirational message. Class
Valedictorian Robert Miller inspired

his fellow graduates with words of encouragement. Dr. Ronald

Grevera, Superintendent ofSchools, then took the podium and, after

congratulating the Class of 2026 for its hard work and dedication,

presented the Greater Nanticoke Area Honors with Distinction Award, ;2 Grhkowski, NHS Director of

sponsored by Pepsi, along with the Ronald J. Grevera Sr. Scholarship Events and Activities announced GNA

Award honaing his late father. senior Chak Watt as the George E.
Shern Career-Technical Award .

Throughout the evening, students approached the stage to accept their walleserved awards. Then it
was time for the Nanticoke Historical Society. It was our privilege to present two scholarships this year: the

10




John S. Tomko Sr. Academic Scholarship Award to Alexandra Skillens and the George E. Shern Memorial
Vocational Scholarship Award to Chak Watt, a Career and Technical Center student.

Skillens will attend Washington University in St. Louis,
where she plans to pursue a double major in public health and
neuroscience. Her parents, Joseph and Donna, were extremely
proud of her achievements throughout the year.

Watt, who was unable toattend that evening, excelled in |
the Career and Technical Center welding program and will enroll
RUOWgq6WWaWHEc URHeC G WIUNRUWWII RUN:

We hope to continue honoring outstanding Greater
Nanticoke Area students while also serving our community by
preserving and sharing the history of the people, places, and
events that have shaped our corner of the Wyoming Valley.
Knowing the history of the placen which we live, orwhere we
were born, helps deepen our sense of identity, connection, and
pride. Historical societies playa vital rolein that mission by
keeplrjg local stories alive, protectlng community heritage, and Alexandra with parents Joseph and Donna after
ensuring that future generdions understand the roots of the the awards ceremony .
place they call home. We invite our community to support our
efforts and stay connected through upcoming events by visiting nanticokehistoryonline.or

Buried but Never
Forgotten =

As reported in the December 2025 issue of
Nanticoke Legacy officers and members of the
Nanticoke Historical Society oversaw the burial of the
EYHRIJq! kKt WaRG 1JLWH coBtheaigtadidlY U
Samantha Mill Housein October of 2025

l NHS OffICS and volnteers

The project

proposed by Tania Gronkowski, Director of Events and Activities,
involved months of collecting articles, memorabilia, books, photos
and written histories to be sealed and buried. The capsule is
scheduled to beopened on July 4, 2076, the 300th anniversary of
our nation.

I
R

g

usta small sarhling of the items buried in the
NHS time capsule.
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In early spring, an 18 x 18 bronze plaque was ordered from the
International Bronze Plague Company in Fort Myers, Florida. A few weeks
later, it arrived at our offices. Gary Gronkowski, President of the Nanticoke
Conservation Club, then expertlynanagedthe installation.

Proclamation

For the 30" Anntversary ¢ This project was made possible through the generous support of our

Diamond Sponsor, John S. Tomko Jr.

Whereas, the Sisnticoke Historital Sociaty, 3 ital part o au ciy, coleb

Wh

With the support of our members, we will continue to make preserving the
history of Nanticoke and its legacy our priority™

 tisfincchyand.
 Whereos,

 NOW, THEREFORE, |, Kovin Cauphiln, Mayor of the City of Nanticoke,

esé Whereof, | have harnunto set my hend and caused the seal of the
e e o f iy 2025

ke b 3
P,roclam"atlon, mMarklng,Ngntlc'oke G e sl
c Rt qYI| RHC O KEMIFERA ! ; “ : ; ok ok ok ok k Kk KK
4 i : THE NANTICOKE
: : HISTORICAL SOCIETY
BURIED A TIMB CAPSULE ON
OCTOBER 26, 2026
TO BE OPENED ON
JULY 4, 2076

© UPON THE 300TH BIRTHDAY OF THE §
© UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

L

¢ |Beautiful bronze plaque clearly marks location of NHS time capsul e for
future generations.

Plaque installed facing the Samantha Mill House and
burial site of NHS time capsule.

GET YOUR TICKETS - Tea Leaf Reading Workshop

Join Dr. Genel Gronkowski at the Samantha Mill House, 495
East Main Street, Nanticoke, for an engaging workshop on tea
leaf reading. Learn the basics of tasseography, explore its history™
and try reading your own leaves in a group setting. Fee: $40 per =%
person; ticketsare available at our office, 495 East Main Street, * Y ol DN
Nanticoke or online at nanticokehistoryonline.org A ($2.00 online processmg fee WI|| be charged.

12
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Before the Town:
The Land that
Would Become
Nanticoke

By: John S. Tomko, Jr.

Thomas Morandés T
Wyoming (c. 1865) presents a romanticized =
view of the Susquehanna Valley landscape T AL e
as might have appeared before largeale -
industrial development. Though created
after the Civil War, the painting reflects enduring geographic featudesver, valley floor, and surrounding
ridge that defined the land long before Nanticoke emerged as a town. Oil painting (interpretive landscape). No
literal pre-1800 depiction. Smitsonian American Art Museum.

Nanticoke Started as Lam Not a City

Before there were streets, deeds, or even agreements about ownership, this part of the Wyoming Valley
formed by a few lasting features: a river that guided movement, land that attracted people, and old pathways. Ta
understand Nanticoke, you have to start at that pdiefore names, . .
borders, or the idea of a city.

The Susquehanna River was far more than close by; it sh:
everything. Long before surveyors came, the river decided how
people traveled through the valley, where they settled, and which
land was important. Its wide floodplain supplied rich soil, and the
riveréds bends and crossings m
streams like Nanticoke Creek marked areas where people lived a - 5
worked. There were no towns yet, yet there was a sense of order Nanticoke from f U {i ¢ HifbHanover
People understood the land by how they used it, not by wheain Township; sketch by G.W Leach, Jr.

The name ANanticokeo did not start here. 't wa g
the Chesapeake area and moved north over time. By the eighteenth century, the name was given first to a creek
to a place, and only later to dyciThis order is important. The land had a name before it had a settlement. Its ident|
came before its development.

After the river, paths appea@dirst informally, then more established. Indigenous trails linked the valley to
bigger networks across what is now Pennsylvania and beyond. These were not roads as we know them, but the
dependable and welised. When&r opean settlers came, they didnoét ¢
followed the existing ones. There were no property lines, but there were clear patterns. People were already ma
sense of the land.

13
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The first real change didndét come with buildings,
groups claimed the Wyoming Valley, so surveyors arrived. Pennsylvania made its own claims, giving out warrants an
patents that often overlappedth the Connecticut system. For a while, both sets of claims existed. The same land
could be described, owned, and defended twice. The conflict that occurred was not jush anwasaeal, local, and
left the land unsettled in many ways.

(@)

When settlers came back and stayetdter the conflict and the American Revolutionary Warh ey d i d|n
build a town at Nanticoke. Instead, they settled along the river. Farms came first, with narrow strips of land runnipg
from higher ground down to the flogdiain. Houses were built where it made sense for water, soil, and travel. The
land itself decided where things went; there was no central plan. Nearby places like BeilkesKingston, and
Plymouth developed clear centers earlier. The area that wouddheddanticoke did not. It stayed as it Was group
of land parcels, not yet a real place.

This is the key point. Nothing about this land made a town necessary. There was no natural crossroads, no
early government center, and no main ferry or market. The things that usually creaté dikevpeople gathering,
need, and tradewere found elsewherin the valley, but not here in a strong enough way. So the land waited. People
used it, owned it, and worked it. But it still wagno

By the early nineteenth century, the basics were set: the land had a name linked to its older identity, a gr{d of
surveys over the natural landscape, a patchwork of farms along the river, and ownership that was recorded and stabl
Everything needed for a town was thierexcept the reason to have one. That
reason would come later, from underground. And, the Susquehanna Coal
i Company would lay out a grid of townships, lots, and boundaries on land that
had never been divided like thatfbee.

Today, itbés easy to think of Nant
i a common identity. But if you look back at the land, through old maps, deedg,
and the riverbds path, you see somgt h

continuity. The streets follow ptarns that existed before they had names.
B Property lines reflect older divisions. Even the lack of a perfect center show
how the |l and was settled, bit by bit, without one [bi

Early view of the Susquehanna River

"2}

Saying fibefore the cityo doesndt mean the | and]| we
formed by movement, not borders, and by use, not ownership. Names came before the people who would later ¢laim
t hem. Nanti coke dd.ldgneld fromdandrileat afready had its@wnhstruoture, meaning, and
memond long before anyone called it a ¢ .

This article is adapted from the aut hwomr Ofs
Be.More details to come.

Consider becoming a member and join ufr some great
memori es and conversationsé

14




The Road to \\ ; |
Becoming a City = / ‘

By: Judy Minsavage

What is a Third Class City:

A third-class city in Pennsylvania is defined as any
municipality that adopts a city form of government * & . -~
with a population below 250,000 people that have | = = ,
not adopted a seconclass ordinance. These cities ¢ U qRHEYt Bt t0~¢ RUIOEq! WIq
are characterized by their smaller size and the

variety of organizational models they may adopt, such as the commission form, mayacil form, councitmanager

form, and weak mayecouncil form. The classification of cities in Pennsylvania is based on population, with-giests
cities having a popution of at least 1,000,000 inhabitants; seceddss cities having a population of at least 250,000 but
less than 1,000,000 inhabitants; secenldss A cities having a population of at least 80,000 but less than 250,000
inhabitants; and thirdclass citiehaving a population of less than 250,000

Nanticoke - Early Milestones:

1 W2ROGENWWRULWNYOM
1 7Yl YeNRSAWNYTN

I't wasnl®BR& Borough of -aNsasnetsiscoorkse ,J oahnnd H oolcean ¢ hsaurb,
Dorris, John Stavi beigian dnadstsBelshsanieunstg Psilsiaprse ztiok al |
they might be assessed amdheprcomemnlgy el egit stoar. edl 1 ot
occupati on, and place of residence. Any woman wi sh
cents on a $10 valuation (appltieaml|l eentos homumsa w$ I@ g
schoolteachers and certain classes of wage earner g

Women were granted the right to vote with the ra
Nanticoke, garnering the womenb6s vote was especi al
a t-tbiads citogf. tAhenaj®sidgnts had already signed th
Association presented the petition to the borough
stahe process.

According to the 1920 census, the population of
Nanticoke the third | argest city in davemnhkr tChiumdy
Pennsyl vania tasppéedce 2pDpuddE.ti on
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On November 6, 1923, c o RO
Borough votedebwywaaorwoy t
form of governmeswtl asrsd cb d
favor and 463 opposed) U
burgess and counci | mewn tvheff
same form of government f
charter would not become

The | ast borough of fi ch
F. Sakowski (burgess) Th
Wm. A. Davis (president o
collector) Thomas H. Jones (chief of police) and
M. Smith (fire chief)

The | ast Council men while Nanticoke was a borotgt
James Badman, Mi chael Wensl|l aw, Anthony Guffrovitchf,
John Jones, Robert ami Lbhui Bl kneéwnBiws&i cyzk,

I n 1925, Governor Gifford Pinchot signed the city

I\ANTIGOKE’?FIRSTS‘ETOFGIWOFFIU Scheduled for the fall

With one of the | engthi
hi story, Nanticoke waded t
: its first eclleacstsi ocni tays arl pteh
T included scores of candi|[da
MAGE BOW TODAY .
) five for mayor, fourodlor c
T G el director ;siaxnd otrwecrittyy ¢ o mmi
The sanusl January Sele. Fights occurred at poll
Mw‘g‘:;:;*mm&mg mocrats and Republicans
”’“m’“ aims against the other| s
$450l
R Sweep

The election resulted i

Democratic Party.
The election resulted i
becoming the first mayorl o
counci | members Stanley |Ja
Dropi ewski, Teof il Znani|lec
Nar ki ewi ¢ z. Charl es Gor gki
and Al ex Skuzéintskicaomtsr oflalm
borough of Nanticoke begam

January 4, 1926.
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The original ' i st of appointments inclu
H. Judd Abbott: Chief of Health
Mrs. Lottie Drapiewski Treasurer 6s Clerk
St anl aens IDir.opDepart ment of Streets and Public I mpro
James Grick: Chief of Police
Stanley Janoski Department of Parks and Public Pr
Edward J. Lewi s: Fire Chief
Frank (Nork) Narkiewicz: Department of Public Safe
Dr. William O6Bor ski Meat and Milk I nspector
Stanl ey Sakowski head of Department of Weights an
Anthony Swovick: City Assessor
Mi chael J. Torlinski City Solicitor
Mi chael Wensl aw: Street Commissioner
Teofil Znaniecki Department of Accounts and Finan
Wil |l i aimP oNail pe Cl er k

'NANTICOKE ENTERS RANKS OF THIRD CLASS CITIES TGDA@
Annuali Sal ar ﬂﬁﬂgﬁcﬁﬁp: e A R e e NANTICOKE YOTERS 3T0 1|
Mayor $1,200
City Commi ssi 8daenlg5
City Clerk $1,800
Supt. Commercé&8BFi00&
City Solicitos2,000
City Controll &dn, 125
City Treasure$sl1l,000
City Assessor $2, 100
City Health OfflLi 8600
Chief of Poliée, 400 “UIOWN ON 11$ 1t
Police Captai 1,800
Police Lieute®dnB800}
13 patrolmen $1,620|
City Detectivél, 620]||NANTICOKE
Mayor 6s Clerk$900 = =L
Police Clerk $900
Sealer of wei A4t 200
Janitresses $720 e
Meat/ mil k ins@g&O&0or
Plumbing insp&606r
Building insp80Or
El ectrician $720 | Nanticoke as a third class ci
Supt. of Stre&fs000
Assist Supt. $tlr 860s
Truck drivers$1,620 each

17
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Chief of Fires$hepnD0
Driver mechani$d, 820
5 truck drivefd,620 each

Over that first year there were many changes:
to conduct, and, of cour se, problems to solve.

But as the years went on and el ections retu
challenge of Il eading its population through <c¢h

The spirit of its people who i mmigrated here f
borough years and brought new voices to the rolls
religious bel hef sameamhliytvahues )] es and small st or
by thebméneessmen and families that arrived from ¢

So on the morning of January 1lohai9®lhomMNsa nwh @ orka
on one another, working together in celebrations 4

pf W
nd

Today Nanticoke stands the test of time. Forginmng

resolve of its | eader s. Nanticoke is not unl i ke tNh
proud of Mour history.

| N SEARCHomMOdg :Lost Video Tapes

An article recently brought to our attentipdescribes how the Nanticoke “0‘"‘ R :
Sarmatians, a club organized in 1933, planneshtwan eighireel set of films titled ~ [yEass 70 e sHows \
iSee Yourself and Yo uStaridptmeeity of Nanticoka and ity o Tt Sirpiva et

residents, the filmkighlightedthousands of people and scenes, including students i, founces that movies taken

former years entitled “See Your-

local schools, marching bands, churches, community organizations, police, fire anc, ! and Your Home Town in the |

Movies,” will be shown at the !
ambulance units, hospital staff, Boy Scouts, and footage of the 1940 flood. With the ssnust Chrsmas pasts, Decer|
flood prominently mentioned, tiféms wereproducedaround that time. One might mlll hour will be at 6 and dinner

. w serveg a 1.
think of it as anOueTownseyied\theugls iffeaturedar fnoran/Vi ‘ny.e are eight reels of this)!
film and theusands of persons of !

participants and extensive scenes of the city itself. | Nanticoke and vicinity are pice|

ltured. Pictures were taken at!

'local schools, the high school't

. . . [ band e g th firs .l

The screening was scheduled for December 7, 1957, at the Hill TOP INN iN . forme,  churches, organidations |

the 1940 flood, ambulance unit, it

Nanticoke. We are hoping someone may recall this film collection, the event itself, ¢ police department, hospital and|

nursing staff, Post Office person- {

evenhave knowledge of film reels stored away in an attic or basement. The hlstorlc el Doy Scouts. Nustiooks!

rmory uni¥ and the fire depart-|

value of such a collection today would be extraordinary. ~3;;}2} lg‘fu);f:mghﬁze are many | '

rmeetce s

In 1957, the officers of the Sarmatians Club wetanley F. Dudrick, president; Joseph C. Janowski, vice
president; Theodore J. Sajeski, recording secretary; and Joseph P. Siesko, treasurer. Other members included |
Grabowski, John M. Dudrick, Louis Glowacki, Walter Pawlowski, Adam Olszewski, Lelsi€ky John Romanowski,
Anthony Piasecki, and Frank C. Baker.

Please check your closets and attics. If you remember this event or the Sarmatians Club, or if you have &

information that could help us locate these films, please contact our office and ask for our archivist, Johr#herrick.
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IN HONOR AND MEMORY is a feature profiling the soldiers, sailors, airmen, and Marines who lived in or
around Nanticoke and served during World War | and World War I, as recorded by the Nanticoke Historical
Society

IN HONOR AND MEMORY

John Haydock, Jr.
(1917 2002)

By John S. Tomko, Jr.

John Haydock, Jr. was a member of a generation shajg

civic life. His life, though not fully captured in formal records, \ \\ ; B o M
reflects a steady pattern of service, responsibility, and respe “Nanticoke Mayor John Haydock \’;,évi}{g"to crowd
for both local and ancient histary during city parade .

John was born in Nanticoke on September 3, 1917, and grew up during the Great Depression. He was th
of John and Anna (Tomko) Haydock, who immigrated from Czechoslovakia, and was the second of thirteen chilg
He attended Nanticoke High School bt bter tenth grade at age sixteen in 1933.

Like many young men from the Wyoming Valley, he found work and purpose in the Civilian Conservation
Corps. He served at CCC Camp 583, Company 342, in Galeton, Pennsylvania, helping to build much of Cherry
Springs State Park. The park is known for havirggdarkest skies on the East Coast and attracts both professional
amateur astronomers. The CCC gave him steady work during
time of high unemployment and introduced him to public
service, discipline, and life beyond Luzerne County. For many,
the CCC vas more than just a job; it prepared them for future
responsibilities.

In 1942,John was inducted inthe United States Army
and served until 1945 during World War 1. After basic training,
he worked as a topographic draftsman. His main job was to
collect information by observing, patrolling, and studying aerial
photos to draw maps. He also gathered dehaijllooking at
enemy soldiersd belongings a
1943, John was assigned to 889th Infantry Regiment, 85th
Infantry Division.

; R < = B =W
Members of the 1% Battalion nfantry of the

Division crossing theriver Adige in Verona.

John served in the European Theater of Operations. H
military record shows frodine service, and heas awardethe Bronze StaMedal the Combat Infantry Badge, the
European AfricarMiddle Eastern Service Medal, and the Good Conduct Medal. These awards clearly reflect the
nature of his wartime experience and need no further explanation.

After the war, John returned to Nanticoke and joined others in rebuilding civilian life. Like many veterans,
focused on work, family, and community instead of seeking public attention. For a while, he owned and ran the
Nanticoke Veteran$axicabService. Although there is little information about the business, it shows a typical posty
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path: veterans starting businesses that served their communities. In a city that relied on local transportation, his
service met real needs and kept him connected to daily life in Nanticoke.

Much of Haydockés |ife after the war was not r
his generation, whose contributions were practical and often went unrecognized. Still, it is clear that he had a lag
interest in history and archdegy, which linked his local roots to a wider human story.

In 1981, Haydock took part in an archaeological dig in Jerusalem led by Dr. Yigal Shiloh, as part of the City of D
Excavations. This project focused on the cityds ol
joined as an amateworking with professionals, showing his serious interest in history rather than just being a tou
His involvement in such a project shows how deeply he valued learning about the past.

Johrbs interest in archaeology was not | imited t d
site near Nanticoke, showing he understood that th
times. This interest in local Indigous history would later influence his work in the community.

Johnserved briefly as Mayor of Nanticoke, showing___
the trust his community had in him. On August 8, 1987, wr '
he was mayor, he signed a Treaty of Peace with =
representatives of the Nanticoke Indians. Although this wa
mostly a symbolic act and not a legahtne it was important. =t
It formally recognized Indigenous history and showed resp

than politics. There is little documentation about the event,
which is common for local ceremonies, bstriteaning
comes from the intention behind it.

As Mayor of Nanticoke, John Haydock champioed o
Nanticoke's history .

All these parts of his lii@ military service, postwar
business, civic leadership, interest in archaeology, and
honoring Indigenous histodycreate a clear picture. John Haydock, Jr. was part of a generation whose service wa
quiet, whose leadership came from circumstance, and whose lives were rooted in their communities rather than
seeking recognition.

He is remembered not through many records or public awards, but through the city he served, the history

cared about, and the respect he gave to those who came before him. In this way, his life shows the lasting spirit |of

Nanticoke™

IN SPOTLIGHT

In 1964, these youngafetypatrol
members were honedwith a theater party
courtesy of the State Theater management,
Moose Club andNanticokePolice Chief Simon
Kupinewicz.

Do You Recognize Anyone?
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Forgotten Tales of Nanticoke.

By: Tania Gronkowski

LOCAL HEADLINES PROCLAIMED:

X YRHCOGW] Rt 611 GcUWEq! 2NNGIJt
EzaHOc¢l RUUDwWRUWE:2t valJ6c¢UUC wARzZ w1

mpl Bl GcUWE2AGCEI RUDWWEGYqaqllT WRUWEz2t veldJ6¢U0U¢ WAR2IPI

Edet R2IIWm] WI G¢UWEeHGOE!I RUDWWEY A¢ Gt Wx YH¢E G W[ Rt 61p1 ¢

Historically, Nanticoke has alwaysbeen home tomany enthusiastic fishermen.During the first week of May
1915, Dan Sakoski and John Rupinski had a novel experience on the river. The men of Polish descent, both
ardent fishermen and hotelkeepers, had been fishing for about two hours with poor luck. They became
impatient and desperate for a catch. No matter what they attempted, they were unable to land any of the finny
tribe.

Mr. Sakoski was unable to restrain himself any longer, his impatience got the better of him and
desperation overwhelmed him. Sakoski dived headlong from the boat into the river desperately trying to grab a
German carp swimming past the boat at a depthdf R+ Wn I3 q FOWNS D W] 1 G¢ UWt 2 HA ¢ |
for Sakoski and the only thing he caught was a heavy cold.

When Sakoski reached the shore and climbed onto dry land, he was very embarrassed and ashamed of
his foolish attempt at this new method of fishing. Fearing ridicule, i
Sakoski pledged his companion, John Rupinski, to secrecy. He did not
want to be thesbutt of ridicule and merry jestrt is a mystery as to how
the story found its way to the newspaper reporter.

Our files
show that John §
Rupinski
resided at 115 St
W. Field St. in 115 West Field Street
1915. There is
no other information on the men or at which hotels
they worked.

The German carp is a torpedo shaped fish that originated in Europe. It was considered a delicacy and a
mpURUNKY W?RY 61OwW?2 1 WWEGUUHDI W[ W7 ¢RIT AWEIET WY n Wab 1JWd
America in the early 1880s. Those of Eopean descent were familiar with the tasty fish and frequently caught
them in the Susquehanna Rive
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Nanti cokeds H

143 SouthMarket Street
By: Judy Minsavage

The Story Behind the Fagade - in Nanticoke, we pass
familiar buildings every day i places that have quietly stood
through generations of change. Many long  -time residents
remember landmarks, yet few know the full story behind the
buildings themselves or the roles they once played in shapi  ng
our city. In this series, we will explore those familiar places,

and untold stories, uncovering their past and bringing
Nanticokeds hi dde r whilerewimgyridé n t
in the city we call home. 143 South Market Street

John H. James came to Nanticoke from Maesteg Wales in 1860 kehanel wife Caroline raised a son and
daughter. James prospered and in 1889king as a miner for the Susquehanna Coal Company hbadsosaloon

on Main Street which many said made James a fortune. Soon after he was presented with an opportunity to pur¢hase
building at 143 S. Market Street which then housed the Burleigh Pacific Saloon. James quickly turned it into a hptel

that includeda banquet and meeting hall on the top floorektdime a popular meeting place for organizations, social

clubs and religious groups. Such as, the daughters of the Good Samaritan, the Good Templars and the Good Samari

Lodge. Quite a popular man about t o tedPostmastér bf Nanticdkp o |
and later a jury commissioner.

But James 6 dtenthekpassing bfdis wifélid business began to fail, and he returned to work in
the mines. During that time, he was severely burned in a mining accident his hands and face disfigured adding 1
misery.

James went missing for a time in 1897 leaving friends and family to fear he had matethbrtragedy.
Much later he was discovered in Scranton hospital after being severely injured falling from a trolley. Unable to
recover from all of his misfortune and peHrfivei | es s,

Over the years 143 South Market Street passed to various owners. F
the | ate 1800ssatoohhé eaclpi 2d00ke
businesses such as Helen Roscoe Millinary, the Nanticoke Bird and Cage St
and Samuel Stein Cleaner and Dyer. With the top flasresidential apartments.

Anthony Danilowicz purchased the building amaickly soldit to
Thomas Warne then in 1898 the building passed to John Smoulter a promine
Nanticoke businessman.

By 1913 Jeanne and Mike Dorak operated a popular saloon in the b oo
building. But misfortune once again struck as a fire damaged much of the John Smoulter
bUIIdlng The Dor akobs rebounded, lNepai 11 iy a il u I €8S
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a new frontand making improvements at the rear of the building and interior alteratif ; g p======""
at the location. The building served as a residence and housed many busiimesses. "
two-story brick front, added in 1934, has evolved over the years into the building

residents recognize today. .

The following are just some of the businesses housed at 143 South Market Street i
1950.

Sille Dyesses

i : $7 9;5 $1.95

ichael Luoco Sal 2z ITTLE PAL SHOP s> | i e

IC ae upco a Oon Sheer Just Arrived! Woe Carry & i Spﬂft Coats DRESSIS

Helen Roscoe Millinery Fivhy | A s | i | 5
h Litlhe M SILK HOSIERY Stockings [ # ! e
Novelty Cloak and Suit House SLELSe | s ot o | e | = ik fose = 5%
L|tt|e Pa.l S hOp ‘ lr;na.mu:; —_—79c Ty $L50 2§c Tunkly I USE Servite ]] .
';:" mm-;ﬂ Also Sllk & Wool at this price 50c

Samuel Stein Cleaner
Lyons Music Store,
Lez Music Store,

59ctos1.25 | 98¢ 2" 8175 d

RESTAURANT
169 So. Market S4
Nanticoke
| (Formerty the Majestic)

|

. s
PUBLIC 1S

GORDIALLY. -
INVITED

oﬁl:gﬂ:g Undoubtedlythe most notable business, and one that
s | stirs the most memories, was the Blue Bird Restaurant which

BLUE . operated from 1950 to 1997. The business started out at 159
_BIRD | South Market but moved to 143 sometime in the early

sixties. Many remember days of meetinghat Blue Bird

for a meal or an ice cream sundae. The customers chattering,

the smell of home cooked food and coffee brewing,

Today the building still stands, a testament of time, the frcOne can s e e orghatversioni |

hiding the histories of the first businesses the Burleigh behind the addedacade.

Saloon and James Hotel and the people who served the city for many years behind the familiar front

door.

THE BEST
OF FOOD SERVED
AT ALL TIMES!

ce holdd much likel43o n c e

We'kre Mao
Featuring &
Complete

The next time you pass an old building in Nanticoke, pause and imagine the stories it might
di d. Pl aces |ike these remind uls
ThroughN a n t i EliddereHis®ry we hope to spark that curiosity and encourage a deeper appreciatjon
for the people and places that have shaped our comrduesiyecially as we celebrate the £00
anniversary of NantiMokeds designation as a ¢i't

" FOUNTAIN
- SERVIGE
f ;ﬂ\ar\mnuv Alr

* Conditloned-Dine *
~in Cgmlm Ty

IN THE SPOTLIGHT i SUMMER FUN!

Back in the day, youngsters gathered on street cornensaadt
patches of lantb play ballor ride bikes Many remained lifetime friends
othersmoved awayThere was alwayaneighborhood crew. These fellows
gatheredsometime in the 195Q& the corner of Spring and Walrsireets to
have some summer fuRront, Dave Shemanski, Back Rdnem left, Robert
Levanda, Fred Jones, Henry Shemanski, Unknown, Ron Rybak.




